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SER, 
\HE Gracious Recep- 
tion the Twelve fore- 
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without ere wy Later neue to the 
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Work, in twelve Volumes, from the Rea 
ſtorätion to the Diſſolution of the laſt Part 
liament, alf the Particulars omitted in 
the Iriſh Collection, ſervilely copied b. 
one -Torbuck,' are ſupplyed; a ſmall Speci- 
men of which I have already taken No- 
tice' of in the Contents of the: firſt! Five 
Volumes: And having carried the Number 
of Omiſſions to upwards of 1 200, I pre- 
ſame That alone will be ſufficient to ſhew 
what may be expected from their whole 
Performance; and therefore T doubt not 
the Continnance of the Approbation of the 
Fublick i in fayour of my Edition. 
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Account of the As the Election * Watminſer — a confiderable As 
* - * E- ticle in the Buſineſs of this Seffion, it. may be proper to 
obſerve that a great Diſturbance having enſued about taking 

the Poll ; a Party of Foot-Soldiers were ſent — Ordet 

of three of the Juſtices ® of Peace. 

Theſe Proceedings gave Riſe to the following remarkable 

Preſentment of the Grand Jury of Middleſex * to the a 


of King Bench on the f Jace fellowing. ö 


Preſentment of * Midal E the Grand Jury, of and for the Body of 
the Grand Jury the County of Middleſex, do apprehend, 
| ———＋ — ben That among the many Enormities and Offences committed 
« againſt the Publick, none deſerye our Obſervation and 
Ceenſure more than thoſe which tend to the Subverſion of 

* the ancient Rights of the People to a Free EleQtion'of 

their Repreſentatives in Parliament, in whom they repoſe 

© their undoubted Share in the Government, as well as con- 

«© ſtitute them Guardians of their Liberties and Properties. 

© For we cannot but apprehend, that whenever the People 

© ſhall loſe the Right of Election, or which is the ſame 

Thing, the Freedom of Election, and be oblig'd to chuſe 

© their Repreſentatives under the Awe, Dread, or Influ- 

«© ence of any other Power, there muſt be an End of Paflia- 

ments, or atlealt the People's Intereſt and Share therein. 

* Wherefore, being ſworn to enquire for our 

Lord the King, and the Body of this County, we upon 

our Oaths preſent, That on Friday the 8th Day of May 

* laſt, while the Election for Members of Parliament Kar 

the City and Liberty of Weſftminfier was depending, and 

before the Declaration thereof was made, a Body of Foot- 

© Guards or Soldiers, to the Number of Fifty and up- 

Wards, headed by Officers, did, in the Afternoon, in a 

Military Manner march up near the Place of Polling, 
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We therefore being affected and F 
« Senſe and Dread of ſo daring a 2 Violation and Inſult! on 
NY and Liberties, and the dangerous Conſt- 
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recommend it to chis — — to give 
Order and Direction for preventing 
like heinous Offence for. — 
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On the 1th e May the Bodies ended: fon the City of 
London, » when the — 2 e 
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« Duty, as it is our undoubted Right, to acquaint you with 
+ what we deſire and expect from you, in Diſcharge of the 
by re SF AY — 
your Duty as our 
| C 
« thenſome to the Subject, and dangerous i | 
as the moſt ſacred and valuable Privileges of Eaglimen 
have lately luder J a molt outrageous Inſult and Violence 
* at a neighbouring Election “, where, after the moſt un- 
« warrantable and 1 Return of two Repreſentatives for 
* the enſuing Parliament, the Military Force was employ d 
* to protect and ſupport the Returning Officer, to the mani: 
* feſt Violation of Juſtice, and in open Defiance of a Law, 
which expreſsly commands, That no Man, by Force of 
Arms, ſhall diſturb the Freedom of Elections; we moſt 
< earneſily recommend, that by a conſtant and vigorous Op- 
* poſition to all Standing Armies in Times of Peace, you 
* would preſerve this Nation from a Calamity which has 
* already been fatal to the Liberties of every Kingdom 
. Ee Re 
* 2. When we call to Remembrance the iniquitous Pro- 
ject of extending the Laws of Exciſe + over the greateſt 
© Part of the Traders of this Kingdom, we require and 
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* Alluding to the Weſtminſter Election. [I 
* See the Debate on the Exciſe Scheme in Cu AN as Hiſtory, 
d 6, Geo. 1733, p. 317. and the following Pages, 
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elected you to ſerve us in Parliament, and thereby Inſtructions from 
committed to your Truſt the Saſety, Liberty, Property, the City of Lon- 
© and Privileges of our ſelves and Polterities, think it our don to 
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* tance, to refirain his Enemies from all fi and ls 
he a eee een his viteriout 


+ And lafily, as to what more particularly concerns our 


* ſelves, we do expett from and rogues you, Og that you'do 
* that ſuch Bills paſs into Laws, as ye os 

of Aldermen of this City, to the 

not to the total Deſirution of thoſe Privi 

* which were formerly i 
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445 Geo. It, -fnce every Man muſt aig abide” by 1 82 Choice, 
1747, chearfully ſabmit to that Authority of which he has, 
— himſelf care * to the Eſtabliſhment. £ 

'* The Qualifications required in a Perſon, who ſhall 
fill the Chair to his own Reputation, and the 0 of 
the Houſe, it is not neceſſary minutely to recount, it being 
obvious to every Gentleman who hears me, thac he mult 
* poſſeſs ſuch an Equality of Temper, as may enable him 
| always to preſerve a ſteady and impartial Attention, neither 
=. diſcompoſed by the Irregularities into which ſome Gentle- 
men, unacquainted with the Forms of this Houſe, may 
eaſily fall, nor diſconcerted by the Heat and Turbulence to 
which, in former Parliaments, ſome of thoſe whoſe Expe- 
"BF rience might have taught them the Neceſſity of Decency, 
0 I have been too often hurried by the — of Contro- 
*d verſy. That he muſt add to this perpetual Serenity ſuch 
"& | a Firmneſs of Mind, as may enable him to repreſs Petulance, 
and ſubdue Contumacy, and ſupport the Orders of the 
Houſe, in whatever Contrariety of Opinions, or Commo- 
tion of Debate, againſt all Attempts of Infraction or Devia- 
tion. That to give Force to his Interpoſitions, and pro- 
cure Veneration to his Deciſions, he muſt from his general 
Character and -perſonal Qualities, derive ſuch Dignity and 
Authority, as may naturally diſpoſe the Minds of others 
to Obedience; as may ſuppreſs the Murmurs of Eovy, and 

prevent the Struggles of Competition. 

* Theſe Qualifications were eminently conſpicuous in the 
Gentleman who filled the Chair * in the earlier Part of my; 
Life, and who is now one of the Ornaments of the other 
Houſe ; ſuch were his Abilities, and ſuch his Conduct, that 
it would be preſumptuons in any Man, however endowed 
by Nature, or accompliſhed by Study, to aſpire to ſurpaſs 
him, nor can a higher Encomium be eaſily conceived, than 
this Houſe beſtowed upon that an Who was , 
worthy to ſucceed him. 

* The Office which we bave now to confer, is not only. 
arduous with regard to the Abilities neceſſary to the Execu- 
tion of it, but extremely burthevſome and laborious, ſuch 
as requires continual Attendance, and inceſſant Application F 
nor can it be expected that any Man would engage in it, 
who is not ready to devote his Time and his Health to the 

Service of the Publick, and to ſtruggle with W and 
Reſtraint for the Advantage of his N. 5 Sack 
o 


* The Hon. Sir Spencer Compton, Speaker of bath the Parliaments 
of King George I. He was created Baron of Wilmington by his 
Mazeſty, Jan. 11. 1727—In May 1730, Viſcount Pevenſey, and Earl of 
Wilmington, and appointed Lord Privy Seal. On the 31ſt of December 
following declar'd Preſident of the Council; and in 1733, elected #8 
Knight of the Carter. 
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; Such is, the tleman WC 
Choice ; one whole Zeal for the 
the Proſperity of the Nation, has 


and of whom it cannot be ſuſpected that he will be deterred, 


a_L ſhall propoſe to 
* Royal Family, and 


by any Difficulties, from a Province which will afford him 


ſo frequent, Opportunities of promoting the common "Intereſt 
of the King and the pry 27 (od many 
What Succeſs may be expected from his Endeayouss, we 
can only judge from his preſent Influence; Influence pro- 
duced only by his private Virtues, but ſo extenſive in that 
Part of the Nation which lies within the Reach of his Be- 
neficence, and the Obſervation of his Merit, that jt ſets 
him not only above the Danger, but above the Fear of Op- 
poſition, and ſecures him a Seat in this Houſe without 
Conteſt. Set SA |" Mute ef = 2 
Thus deputed by his Country to many ſucceſſive Par- 
liaments, he has acquired an unrivalled Degree of Know- 
ledge in the Methods of our Proceedings, and an eminent 
Dexterity in digeſting them, with that Order and Perſpi- 
cuity by which only the Tranſaction of great Affairs can 
be made expeditious, and the Diſcuſſion of difficult Que- 
ſtions be diſentangled from Perplexity ; Qualities, which 
are now made particularly neceſſary by the Importance of 
the Subjects to be conſidered. in this Parliament, ſo that I 
doubt not but you' will unanimouſly concur with me in de- 
firing that the Chair may be filled by a Perſon eminently 
diſtinguiſhed by his Knowledge, his Integrity, his Diligence, 


and his Reputation: And therefore I move, without Scruple, 


that the Right Hon. Arthur Onſlow, Eſq; be called to 
the THE.” e 


Mr Pelham was ſeconded by. Mr Clutterbuck, g TE er x 


Gentlemen, 


© That I am not able to add any Thing to the Encomium 
on the Right Hon. Gentleman nominated=to the Speaker's 


Chair, gives me no Concern ; becauſe I am confident that 
in the Opinion of this Aſſembly his Name alone includes 
all Panegyric, and that he who recommends Mr Orz/low, 
will never be required to give the Reaſon of his Choice. 
I therefore riſe now only to continue the common Methods 
of the Houſe, and to nd a Motion which I believe 
nobody will oppoſe. A | WF 1 
Upon this there was a general Acclamation of Mr Osſſoav, 
Mr O»//ow. Hereupon Mr Onflowy excus d himſelf as follows: 


Gentlemen, | 


* Though I might alledge many Reaſons againſt this px; Onfow ex- 


your An. 15. Geo, II. 


always acknowledged. 


 _—_ 
; 


Choice, of which the ſtrongeſt is my Inability to diſcharge cuſes himſeli. 


the Truſt conferred upon me in a Manner ſuitable to is Im- 
1741 Dy » _ portanc e, 


| he was.qualified for 
the Office which they were about to confer upon! him, and 
fix their Choice upon ſome other Petſon, who might be 
capable of diſcharging ſo im ta Tru.“ 70 
But the Members again calling out, The Chair, the Chair, 
the Chair, he then addreſs d himſelf thus to che Houſe. 
eee eee eee 
© Since it is your Reſolution that I ſhould once more re- 
ceive the Honour of being advaiic'd to this important 


for which it & not necelfity 'to mention how lee 1 48 
qualifed : Since I hope that thoſe Deſects which have hitherto 


en excuſed, will ſtill-find' the ſame Indulgence ; my 


- Gratitude for 2 Diffin&ion ſo little deſeryed, will always 


incite me to conſult the Honour of the Houſe, and enable 
me to ſupply, by Application and Diligence, what I am 


wanting in Knowledge and Capacity.” 


5 


And preſented to "Accordingly on the 4th Mr Onfow, the Speaker, was 


his Majeſty. 


The King's 
Speech at open- 
ing the Firſt 
Seſſion of the 
Ninth Parlia- 


ment of Great 
Britain. 


Choice of the Houſe, made the 


preſented to the King: His Majeſty having approv'd the 

follow ing Speech : | 
« FT is always a great Satisfaction to me to meet you al- 
% ſembled in Parliament; and eſpecially at this Time, 
«« when the Poſture of Affairs makes your Counſel and 
« Aſſiſtance ſo neceſſary; and when. by Means of the new 
«© Elections, I may have an Opportunity of knowing the 


* more immediate Senſe and Diſpoſition of my People. in 


40 mg from their Repreſentatives, choſen during a Sea- 


fon, which has been attended with great Variety bf In- 


' © cidents of the higheſt Conſequence and Expectation, and 


& Juring the Courle of the War, in which we are en 
te againſt the Crown of Spain; a War, in itſelf juſt and 


% necef{:ry, entered into by the repeated Advice of both 


% Houſes of Parliament, and particularly recommended to 


„ me to be carried on in America, which has been my 
© & principal Care. I can therefore make no Doubt, bat 


that you are met together fully ſenſible, of our preſent 


de Situation; and prepared to give me ſuch Advice, as ſhall 


* be moſt conducive to the Honour, and true Intereſt of 
* my Crown and Kingdoms. 8 
. 42 


ſuch -- 


17 


juſt Senſe 
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modation ſeemed to me to 
Danger, wi 

ils of other Nations. 
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Gentlemen 


In this Situation it is incumdbent 
be 
© J have © 


more favourable Turn ia the 
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The three fiel Day s of the Seſſon were em; ploy'd i 2285 
the Oaths, c. On hs Sth a Bill, 7o empower i the 7ces 
of the Fence Liberty or Corporation, to commit G * 
. to the Houſe 0, Corrie of Te County, 4 It 
„ in aubich ſuc erty. or | Corporation. is tuate, Was 
2 — Ann read the firſt. 1 and ordered a ſecond 1 > 
mittees appoin- Th en the Houſe appointed their ſeveral G rand Com. 
ted. mittees for Religi gion, Grievances, . Courts of Juſtice, os, Trad 
and alſo for Pabel es and Elections. They likewiſe made 
the uſual . OO: 477 2 Mr Sep 
having reported the King's Spee r Heiry Arthur. Hep: 
—— bert ſtood up, and ſpoke to the following Parpole : . et 
Motion for an Mr Speaker, 2 
Addreſs of To addreſs the Throne on the preſent Occaſion, is 
Thanks. Cuſtom, which, as it is founded on Reaſon and Decency, 5 
always been obſerved by the Commons, of Great Britaia, 
nor - F ſuſpeR this Houſe of any Intention to omit thoſe 
Forms of Reſpe& to his Majeſty, which our Aticeſtory al 
ways paid even to Princes whoſe Conduct and Deſign 
gave them no Claim to Reverence or Gratitude. _ 
| © Ta continue therefore, Sir, a Practice which the, Ny 
ture of Government itſelf makes neceſſary, and which gag. 
not but be acknowledged to be in a peculiar Degree. proper 
under a, Prince, whoſe perſonal Virtues are fo generally 
known, I hope for the Indulgence of this Houſe in the I. 
_ which I ſhall take of propoling | an Addreſs ta thi 
Effect: 
To return his Majeſty the Thanks of this Houſe, No 
his moſt gracious Speech; and to congratulate his Ma 27 
Return; to expreſs our dutiful Acknowledgments for hi 
* paternal Concern for the 3 Welfare, in the preſent 


dage- 


G mc end bed fs. ed bn # e A cc dah 
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his Majeſty, that. as Fs Vane F 9 : 

eſt Importance have happen'd, during the” Courſe of the 

dul Fear, this Hooks, Week Hearts foll of Duty and Grad 

tude, _ touch'd with a juſt Senſe of the impending Dan- 
WI 


| gers, will, as often as theſe momentous Affair ſhall come' 
mon under their Conſideration, give his Majeſty ſuch Advice as 
upon becomes dutiful and faithful Subjects, and ſuch Support and 
ture, WS Aſniſtance, as ſhall be moſt conducive to the Honour and 
nity, true Intereſt of his Majeſty's Crown and Kingdoms, and 
72 to the maintaining of the Balance and Liberties of Europe; 
Fa [to return his Majeſty the Thanks of the Houſe for his 


Royal Care in proſecuting the War with Spain] and that. 
in Order to anſwer theſe great and neceſſaty Purpoſes, this 
Houſe will grant ſach effectual Supplies, as ſhall enable his 


w Majeſty to ſupport and affilt his Friends and Allies, at 
N ſuch Times and in ſuch Manner as the Exigency and Cir- 
Mies cumſtances of Affairs ſhall require ; and to defeat any At- 


tempts that ſhall be made againſt his Majeſty, or againſt 
has. who being equally engag'd with his Majeſty by the 
Faith of Treaties, or united by common Intereſt, ſhall, 


+ FY 


concert ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall be found expedient. 


7. This Addreſs, which in my Opinion wjll contain both 
made proper Anſwer to his Majeſty's Speech, and a decent Pe- 
eaker WF laration of our Gratitude and Duty, will not, I hope, be 
Her ppoſed. For ſurely it cannot be charged with aſſerting any 
„bing that is either falſe or mean, with beſtowing any un- * 
„ ecceſſary Panegyric, or with maintaining any Fact that is 
* dot generally allowed. | 
* f 8 , 
= * Herbert was ſeconded by Mr Trevor, as follows: Mr Trevor. 
ho 1 "a 0 a 
fs a As the Neceſſity of an Addreſs to his Majeſty cannot be 
elign WWiſputed, the only Queſtion on this Occaſion muſt be, whe- 
"gr" her the Addreſs now propoſed be ſuch as it may become this 
N ouſe to offer in the preſent Conjuncture of Affairs. 8 
| cal Ia an Addreſs, Sir, it is neceſſary to preſerve at once 
oper ae Reſpect due to our Sovereign, and the Dignity which 
erally xy juſtly be aſſumed by the Repreſentatives of the People 
e He- Britain, a People whoſe Birthright gives them a 
the laim to approach their Sovereign, not indeed without the 
tmoſt Reſpect, but with Language, which abſolute Mo- 
„ , for Warchs never hear from the Slaves by whom they are ſur- 


ounded. . | 

This Reſpe@ and Dignity appear to me to be very hap- 

ily united in the Addrets now propoſed, in which we join 
e e hits alt — 


from a juſt Senſe of the common Danger, be willing to 
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Lord Neel Somevſet was ſeconded by Mr Shippes thus: 
144 * 4073 2 5 99 1 | : —_— « 


Sir, \ * — 


kao not bow focceſifully T may repeat Aﬀertions in Mr Skippen, 


this Houſe, for which 1 have formerly beth cenfured “, 
which few other Members have hitherts maintained; but 1 
riſe with Confidence that I ſhall beat leaff acknowledged to 
act conſiſtently with my ſelf in ee noble Perfori 
who ſpoke laſt ; and L am convinced, that many who differ 
from me in Opinion, would be glad to boaft of reſembling 
my Steadineſs of Conduct. AA AE Aon 
But Steadineſs, Sir, is the Effect only of Integrity 1 he 
that ſpeaks always what he thinks, and endeavonrs, by dili- 
gent Joqulry to think aright before he ventures to declare 
his Sentiments ; he that follows, in his Searches, no Leader 
but Reaſon, nor expects any Reward from them but the 
Advantage of diſcovering Truth, and the Pleaſure of com- 
municating it, will not eafily change his Opinion, becauſe ir 
will ſeldom be eaſy to ſhew that he who has honeſtly enquir- 
ed after Truth, has failed to attain it. e , 5p 
For my Part, I am neither aſhamed nor afraid to affirm 
that thirty Years have made no Change in any of my politi- 
cal Opinions; I am now grown old in this Houſe; but that 
Experience which is the Conſequence of Age has only con- 
firmed the Principles with which I enter'd it many Years 
ago; Time has verified the Predictions which I | 
utter d, and I have ſeen my Conjectures ripen'd into Know- 
ledge. | 9 , 
| 51 ſhould be therefore without Excuſe if either Terror 
could affright, or the Hope of Advantage allure me from the 
Declaration of my Opinions ; Opinions which I was not de- 
terred from aſſerting, when the Proſpect of a longer Life 
than I can now expect, might have added to the Temptati- 
ons of Ambition, or 2 the Terrors of Poverty and 
Diſgrace; Opinions, for which I would willingly have ſaf-- 


fer'd the ſevereſt Cenſures, even when I had eſpouſed them 


only in Compliance with Reaſon, without the infallible 
Certainty of Experience. 

* Of Truth it has been always obſerved, Sir, that every 
Day adds to its Eſtabliſhment, and that Falſhoods, however 
ſpecious, however ſupported by Power, or eſtabliſhed by 
Confederacies, are unable to ſtand before the Stroke of 
Time: Againſt the Inconveniencies and Vexations of lon 

Vor. XIII. E So 


* See Chanviznr's Hiſtory of the Houſe of Commons, Anno 4. 
Geo, I. 1717. when Mr Shipper was committed to the Tower, for ſayi 
That ſome Expreſſions in his Majeſty's Speech ſeem d rather calculated 
for the Meridian of Germany than of Great Britain. 


1 : , Geo. b 
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An. 15 
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es.. Life, may be {et the Pleaſure of diſcovering Truth, perhapy 


1741. 


s 


* 


W. 
, - 


the only Pleaſure that Age affords. Nor 1s it a flight Sataf- 
faction to à Man not utterly infatuated or depraved, to 
Opportunities of tectify ing his Notions, and regulating his 
ene, 
But much greater is the Happineſs of that Man 80 
whom every Day brings a new Proof of the Reaſonableneſs 
of his former. een and who finds, by the moſt 
unerring Teſt, that his Life has been ſpent, I r 
Doctrines beneficial to Mankind, This, Sit, is the Happf⸗ 
neſs. which I now enjoy, and for which thoſe who neyer 
ſhall attain it, muſt look for an Equivalent in Jucrative Em- 
32 honorary Titles, pompous Equipages, and ſplet- 

id Palaces. 3 | PIE ory 
« Theſe, Sir, are the Advantages which are to be gained 
by a ſeaſonable Variation of Principles, and by a ready Com: 
pliance with the prevailing Faſhion of Opinions; Advanta- 
ges which I indeed cannot envy when they are purchaſed at 
ſo high a Price, but of which Age and Obſervation has tag 
frequently ſhown me the unbounded Influence; and to 
which I cannot deny that I have always aſcribed the Inſtabi; 
lity of Conduct, and Inconſiſtency of Aſſertions which I have 
diſcovered in many Men, whoſe Abilities I have no Reaſon 
to depreciate, and of whom I cannot but believe they would 
eaſily diſtinguiſh Truth, were not Falſhood recommended to 
them by the glittering Ornaments of Wealth and Power. 
If there are in this new Parliament any Men devoted 
to their private Intereſt, and who prefer the Gratification 
of their Paſſions to the Safety and Happineſs of their Coun- 
try, who can riot without Remorſe in the Plunder of their 
Conſtituents, who can forget the Anguiſh of Guilt in the 
Noiſe of a Feaſt, the Pomp of a Drawing-room, or 'the 
Arms of a Strumpet, and think expenſive Wickedneſs and 
the Gayeties of Folly equivalent to the fair Fame of Fide- 
lity and the Peace of Virtue, to them I ſhall ſpeak to 59 
Purpoſe ; for I am far from imagining any Power in my 
Language to gain thoſe to Truth who have reſigned their 
Hearts to Avarice or Ambition, or e Men to 
change Opinions, which they have indeed never believed, 
tho* they are hired to aſſert them. For there is a Degree 
of Wickedneſs which no Reproof or Argument can reclaim, 
as there is a Degree of Stupidity which no Inſtruction can 

enlighten. 5 Mikes as + 
It my Country, Sir, has been ſo unfortunate as once 
more to commit her Intereſt to thoſe, who propoſe to them- 
ſelves no Advantage from their Truſt, but that of ſelling 
it, I may perhaps, fall once more under Cenſure for de- 
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claring my Opinion, and be once more treated as a Criminal An, 15 Geq, II. 
for aſſerting what they who puniſh me cannot deny; ſor 1741. 6 
maintaining the Inconſiſtency of. Hanowverian Maxims ib 0 
the Happineſs of this Nation, and for preſerving the Caution | 
which was ſo ſtrongly inculcated by the Patriots that drew 
up the Act of Settlement, and gave the preſent Royal Fa- 
mily their Title to the Throne. ba EATS 

'* Theſe Men, Sir, whoſe Wiſdom cannot be diſputed, 
and whoſe Zeal for his Majeſty's Family was equal to their 
Knowledge, thought it requiſite to provide ſome Security 
againſt the Prejudices of Birth and Education. They were 
far from imagining, that they were calling to the Throne a 
Race of Beings exalted above the Frailties of Humanity, 
or exempted by any peculiar Privileges from Error or from 
Ignorance. 9 . ö ; : 

They knew that every Man was habitually, if not na- 
turally, fond of his own Nation, and that he was inclined 
to enrich it- and defend it at the Expence of another, even, 
perhaps, , of that to which he is indebted for much higher 
Degrees of Greatneſs, Wealth and Power ; for every Thing 
which makes one State of Life preferable to another, (an 
which therefore, if Reaſon could prevail over Prejudice, 
and every Action were regulated by ftrit Juſtice) might 
claim more Regard than that Corner of the Earth in which 
he only happened to be born. | 

They knew, Sir, that Confidence was not always re- 
turned, that we moſt willingly truſt thoſe whom we have 
longeſt known, and careſs thoſe with moit Fondneſs, whole 
Inclinations we find by Experience to correſpond with our 
own, Without regard to particular Circumſtances which may 
enticle others to greater Regard or higher Degrees of Credit 
or of. Kindneſs. 
* Againſt theſe Prejudices, which their Sagacity enabled 
them to foreſee, their Integrity incited them to ſecure us, by 
Proviſions which every Man then thought equitable and 
wiſe, becauſe no Man was then hired to eſpouſe a contrary 
Opinion. nk 

To obviate the Diſpoſition which a foreign Race of 
Princes might have to trutt their original Subjects, it was 
enacted that none of them ſhould be capable of any Place 
of 'Truſt or Profit in theſe Kingdoms. And to hinder our 
Monarchs from transferring the Revenues of Great Britain 
to Hanover, and enriching it with the Commerce of our 
Traders, and the Labours of our Huſbandmen ; from raiſing 
Taxes to augment the Splendor of a petty Court, and en- 
crealing the Garriſons of their Mountains -by miſapplying 
that Money which this a raiſe for its own De- 

1741. E r fence, 
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An. rg. Geo. II. fence, it was provided thut the King of Great Britain 
9747. ſhould never return to his native Dominions, but refide® 
An this Kingdom; without any other Care than this 
of gaining the Affecttons of 'his Briris Subjefts, preſerving 

their Rights and enereaſing their Power, 1 
© Tt was imagined by that Parliament that the Electorate 
of Hanover, a ſubordinate Dignity held by Caſtom of Ho. 
mage to a greater Power, ought to be thought below the 
Regard of the King of Great Britain, and that the Sove- 
reign'of a Nation like thie, ought to remember a lower 
State only to heighten his Gratitude to the People by whom 
he was exalted. ' They were far ſrom imagining that Great 
Britain and Hanover would in Time be conſidered us of 
equal Importance, and that our Sovereign would divide' his 
Years between one Country and the other, and pleaſe him- 
ſelf with exhibiting in Hanover, the annual Show of the 
Pomp and Dignity'of a King of Great Britain. 
This Clauſe, Sir, however, à later Parliament readily 
repealed ; | upon what Motives I am not able to-declare, 
having never heard the Arguments, which prevailed upon 
their Predeceſſors to ena it, confuted or invalidated ; not 
have I found that the Event has produced any Juſtification 
off their Conduct, or that the Nation has received any re 
markable Advantage from our Royal Expeditions. 7 
© There is another Clauſe in that important AR which 
yet the Parliament has not adventured- to repeal, by which 
it is provided, that this Nation ſhall not be engaged in Wat 
for the Defence of the Hanoverian Dominions; Dominions 
of which we can have no Intereſt in the Protection or Pre- 
ſervation, Dominions perhaps of no great Value into what: 
ever Hands Chance and Negligence may throw them, which 
their Situation has made entirely uſeleſs to naval Power, but 
which, though they cannot benefit, may injare us by di- 
verting the Attention of our Sovereign, or- witholding-his 
Affections. . "740 
© Whether this Clauſe, Sir, has not ſometimes been 
eluded, whether the ſix thouſand Hefians which we once 
ſupported were of Uſe to any of the Britzh Dominions, 
: and whether a double Number of the ſame Nation now 


pail 


* By the before cited Statute it is enafted, © That no Perſon, who 
© ſhould in Purſuance of that Act come to the Poſſeſſion of the Crown; 
© ſhould go out of the Dominions of England, Scotland, or Ireland, 
© without Conſent of Parliament.” « 

+ See Sir John Cope*s Motion in the Honſe of Commons for that 


Purpoſe, ſeconded by Mr Hampden, which paſs'd Nem, Con, Anno 1. 
Geo. I. 1716. p. 105. 


or. the sen Service Troops whi 
2 the Protection of Hazouer, 


ited ; for the Violation of it | 01 
eaſures that may ſecure us for the Future from the like 
jury, and the Obſervation of it is a manifeſt Proof how 
zuch it is approved by all Parties, fince in ſo many Devia- 
ons from this Settlement, and the 228 Ze 8 
f which an Example is ſcarcely to be fou is Law 

en eſteemed ſacred, the Bulwark of our Rights, and the 
9 which the ſovereign Power bath not dared to 


* As his Majeſty, Sir, has in & very ſolemn Manner, 
alled upon us for our Advice and Aſſiſtance, what can be 
tore. proper than to lay before him our Opinion on this 
nportant Queſtion ? War is next to Slavery one of the 
teſt Calamities, and an unneceflary War therefore the 
reateſt Error which cannot be too cautiouſly obviated; or 
do ſpeedily reformed. WT | | 
* If we conſider, Sir, the * State of the Continent, 
dere is nothing more probable than that the Subjects of the 
lector of Hanover may ſolicit the Aſſiſtance of the King 
Great Britain, and therefore it is neceſſary to inform 
zem, that their Solicitations will be vain, If we enquire 
Ito the Suſpicions of our Fellow-Subjefts, we ſhall find 
em generally diſturb'd with Fears that they ſhall be facri- 
ad to the Security of Foreign Dominions, and therefore it 
neceſſary to recal their Affection to his Majeſty where it is 
npaired, and confirm their Confidence where it has been 
itherto preſerved, by ſhewing in the moſt publick Manner, 
dw vainly they have been diſquieted, and how groſly they 
ave been mi s 
It is certainly our Duty, Sir, to give ſuch Advice as 
ay moſt truly inform his Majeſty of the Sentiments of his 
ople, and moſt effeQually eſtabliſh in the People an Adhe- 
nce to his Majeſty ; as it is certain that no Advice will be 
conded by greater Numbers than that which I now propoſe, 
or can his Majeſty by any Ad of Goodneſs ſo much W 


LY 
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An. 1. Geo. II. his Government in by a ready . this Wade ee 
7 Exemption from any War in Defence of Hanser: 
© T hope, Sit, it will not be objected that by ſuch Requeſ 
a Suſpicion will be infinuated of Deſigus detrimuntal to the 
Britifþ Nation, and repugnant to the Conditions on -which 
his Majeſty aſcended the Throne, becauſe an Objection 0 
equal Force may riſe againſt any Advice whatever chat ſhall 
be offered by Parliament. And it may be always urg'd, 
that to recommend any Meaſures, is to- ſuppoſe Lad 
would not have been ſuggeſted to his Majeity * his own 
Wiſdom, and by Conſequence that be is defeQtive either) in 
Knowledge or in Goodneſs, that he Wr cy or ne. 
en the Intereſt of his People. 1 
Thus, Sir, may the moſt laudable Conduct be chang 
with Sedition, and the moſt awful Regard be accuſed of 
reſpect, by forced Conſequences, and exagperated Las 
' guage; thus may Parliaments become uſeleſs, leſt they 
- ſhould appear to be wiſer than their Sovereign, and the 80. 
vereign be condemn'd to act only by the Information of 'fer- 
— Miniſters, becauſe no publick Advice can ſaſely 8 
im. 

That Kings muſt act upon the Information of other, 
that they can ſee little, with their own Eyes, through the 
Miſs which Flattery is continually employ'd in eas av 
them, and that they are therefore moſt happy who have, by 
the Conſtitution of the Country which they govern, an Oy 
portunity of knowing the Opinions of their People withoat 
Diſguiſe, has yet never been denied by any who do not fe. 
perate the Intereſt of the King from that of "the People, and 
leave Mankind no political Diſtinction but that of Ty 
and Slaves. 

This, Sir, is the Happineſs of the King of Great Bri 
tain beyond other Monarchs, an Advantage by which be 
may be always enabled to contemplate the happy and flourilhs 
ing State of his Subjects, and to receive the Bleſſings and 
Acclamations of Millions that owe to his Care their Wealth 
and their Security. 

- © Of this Advantage he cannot be depriv'd but by. the 
Cowardice, or the Treachery of thoſe Men who are 
ed by the People, as the Guardians of their Liberties ; — 
ſurely it requires no uncommon Penetration to diſcover, that 

no Act of Treaſon can be equal im Malignity to that Perſich, 
which deprives the King of the Affections of his Subjects 
by concealing from him their Sentiments and Petitions. He 
that makes his Monarch hated maſt undoubtedly make him 
unhappy, and he that deſtroys his Happineſs might more 

innocently take away his Life. . 
© To 


| e 

To exempt myſelf therefore from ſuch Galt, u en ue, Ges 
harge the Truſt conferred on me by my Country, . I. 
perform the Duty which mum —— Ws 
nme TH 16 erty tl noir) th 28 : 
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14 dreſs by only once hearing it, and hearing it in a Form diſfe- 
they 1 t in which it is to be preſented}; I think it neceſ(- 
one ſary to a more accurate Conſideration, of it, that it ſhonld be 
er Bread diſtineliy to the Houſe. - We may otherwiſe waſte our 
rn. Time in Debates, to which only'our:own'Forgetfulneſ gives 
** Woccafion, we may raiſe ObjeRtions withoor Reaſon, and 
55 poſe Amendments where there'is no Deſect. 283 
— The Motion ior the Addreſs being accordingly read, Mr 

OT ode 
they Sir, ? | 1 
2 So- 
2 
9. — — what it was repeated before. 
ben, It is well known, that the Speeches from the Throne, 
1 the hough pronounc'd by the King, are always conſider d as the 
fore ompoſitions of the Miniſtry, upon whom any falſe Aſſerti- 
» If ons would be charged, as the Informers and Counſellors of 


the Crown. 

It is well known likewiſe, — this Houſe 

Thanks to the King for any Meaſures that have been 

— thoſe Meaſures are ſuppoſed to be approv d by them, 
ind that Approbation may be pleaded by the Miniſter in his 

Defence, whenever he ſhall be W to anſwer for the 

vent of his Councils. 
It is therefore, in my Opinion, * 

o propoſe, that Thanks ould be return'd to his Majefly for 

bis Royal Care, in projecuting the War againft Spain; for 

vhat has been the — that: Cie, for which our 

Thanks are to be with ſo much Solemnity return'd ; but 

Defeats, Diſgrace, and Loſſes, the Ruin of our Merchants, 

e Impriſonment of our Sailors, idle Shews of Armaments, 

id uſeleſs Expences ? 

What are the Events which are to be recorded in an 

mpartial Account of this War; a War provoked by ſo long 

Train of Inſults and Injuries, and carried on with ſo appa- 

ent Inequality of Forces? Have we deſtroy'd the Fleets 

f our Enemies, fir'd their Towns, and laid their Fortreſſes 

2 Ruins ? Have we conquered their Colonies, SIR | 
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| An. 16. Ges I, ed Their Cities, and rede d them to u Neceſſty — 
. from their unjuſt Claims, and repaying the Plunder of ou 
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Merchants? Are their Ambaſſadors ho gig — 
the Court of Great Britain, or applying to the 
ing Princes to moderate the Reſentment mu 


Enemies? e d 7 1 
« I am afraid that the Effefts of our Prey od 0 
formidable, are very different ; they have pgs 5 Dif- 


content among our Co „and Con out 
Enemies. We have ſhewn that we ate ſtrong indeed; but 
that our Force is made ineffeRtual by our Cowandice 3+: that 
when we threaten. moſt loadly, we perform Nothing: that 
we draw our Swords but to brandiſh'them; and only wait 4 
Opportunity to heath them in ſuch a Manner, as. nob plainyy 
to confeſs that we dare not ſtrik s. 
If we conſider, therefore, what Effe our Thaoks for 
Conduct like this muſt naturally produce, it. will appear that Wo 
mo can only encourage our e and — out Fel- 
It mill be imagined are 2 
— which it — of Raſl- 
| Heſs to attack, a Nation by whom it is Hondur ſufficient ba 
to be overcome, and from whom we catmot be defended 
- without the moſt vigilant Caution, and che moſt: extenſive ev 
Knowledge both of Politicks and War. | 7:1: Wor 
It will readily be perceiv'd by the 
that it is only neceflary to proſecute their Views a little long 
er, to intimidate us with new Demands, and amuſe us' with 
new Preparations; and that we, who are already ſatisfied dar 
wich our Succeſs, ſhall ſoon be weary of a War from which a 
it is plain that we never expected any ; and thers- 
fore ſhall in a ſhort Time — ve fuch Tem 
our Conquerors will grant us 
It is always to be remember'd how mack al buman-AG 
fairs depend upon Opinion, how often Reputation {apphes 
the Want of real Power, by making thoſe afraid who catinet 
be hurt, and by producing Confidence where there is 0 S0. u 
periority. The Opinion which the Parliament ought ta et» 
deavour to promote, is a Confidence in their Steadinefs, Ho- 
neſty, and Wiſdom, a Confidence which will not be mach 
advanc'd by an Addrefs of Thanks for the Conduct of the ¶¶ te 
War againſt arr.. 
Ho juſtly may it be asked, when this Addreſs is fyeeal 


over the World, what were the Views with which the Par- 
— of Great Britain petition d their . to . 
War againſt Spain f 
If their Deſign was, as they then ted 60 — 
Security for the Commerce of the Weft Indies, and Repar 
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ion for che Injuries which their Merchants had 
by what Fluctuation of Counſels, by what Prevalence 
ew Opinions have they now abandon'd it? Por that they 
ve no longer the ſame Intentions, that they now no more 
ither propoſe Security, or demand Recompence, is evident, 


: 


or the Conduct of the War. 

To what can this jan Inſtability be imputed, but 
o the Want either of Wiſdom to balance their own Power 
ith that of their Enemies, and diſcern the true Intereſt of 
heir Country; or to a mean Compliance with the Clamoars 
pf the People, to whom they durſt not refuſe the u. 
df a War, though they had no Expectation of E or 


uccels ? | 
But in far other Terms, Sir, will the Spaniard: ſpeak 
pf the Addreſs which is now propoſed. ** Behold, ſay our 
hoaſtiog Enemies, the Spirit and Wiſdom of that Aſſembly, 
hoſe Counſels hold the Continent in Suſpenſe, and whoſe 
Determinations change the Fate of Kingdoms, whoſe Vote 
ransfers Sovereignty, covers the Ocean with Fleets, pre- 
ribes the Operation of diſtant Wars, and fixes the Balance 
df the World: Behold them amuſed with idle Preparations, 
evying Money for Mockeries of War, and returning Thanks 
or the Pleaſure of the Show. Behold them looking with 
yonderful Tranquility on the Loſs of a great Number of 
heir Ships, which have been ſeiz d upon their own Coaſts by 
dur Privateers, and congratulating themſelves and their Mo- 
jarch, that any have preſery'd. How great would 
have been the Exultation, and how loud the Applauſes, had 
hey ſucceeded in any of their Deſigns ? Had they obſtructed 
he Departure of our Fleets, or hindred our Deſcent upon 
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ur Privateers in cur Harbours, defeated any of our Troops, 
r over-run any of our Colonies ?: In what Terms would. 
ey have expreſſed their Gratitude for Victory, who are 
hus thankful for Diſappointments and Diſgrace? \ 
Such, Sir, muſt be the Remarks of our Enemies upon 
n Addreſs like that which is now propoſed 3 Remarks. 
hich we and our Allies muſt be condemn'd to hear wichout 
tte mpting a Reply. For what can be urg'd to extenuate 
he Kidicule of returning Thanks where we ought either to 
xpreſs Reſentment, offer Conſolations and propoſe the 


erpetual Silence? 

When it ſhall be told in Foreign Nations, that the Par- 
ament of Great Britain had return'd Thanks for the Eſ. 
ape of the Spaniards from Ferrol, their uninterrupted Ex- 
ol. XIII. F pedition 
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eans of better Succeſs, or cover our Grief and Shame with 
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ince tho' they have obtained neither, yet are they thankful 


he Dominions of the Queen of Hungary ; had they confin'd: 
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An.15. Geo. If. pedition to 74 the Embarraſſment of their own Trade, 
174. the Captivity of their Sailors, and the Deſtruction of their 
. === Troops, What can they conclude. but that the Parliament 
| of Great Britain is a Collection of Madmen, whom Mad- 
men have deputed to tranſact the publick Affairs? And 
what muſt be the Influence of ſuch a People and ſach a Pat. 

liament, will be eaſily conceived. TY 4s 
© If T have given Way, Sir, in theſe Obſervations, to any 
wanton Hyperbole, or exaggerated Aſſertions, they will, 1 
hope, be pardon'd by thoſe who ſhall reflect upon the real 
Abſurdity of the Propoſal which I am endeavouring to ſhew 
in its true State, and by all who ſhall confider that to return 

TORT Thanks for the Management of the War, is to return Thanks 

| for the Rot of Carthagena, for the Ruin of our Merchants, 
a for the Loſs of our Reputation, and for the Advancement of 
the Houſe of Bourbon. . Fs, 

I hope no Man will be ſo unjuſt, or can be ſo ignorant, 
as to infinuate or believe, that I impute any Part of our 
Miſcarriages to the Perſonal Conduct of his Majeſty, or 
that I'think his Majeſty's Concern for the Proſperity of hi 
People unworthy of the warmeſt and ſincereſt Gratitude. "If 
the Addrefs was confin'd to the Inſpection of our Sovereigh 
alone, I ſhould be very far from cenſuring or ridiculing it; 
for his Majeſty has not the Event of War in his Power, 'nor 
can confer upon his Miniſters or Generals that Knowledye 
which they have neglected to acquire, or that Capacity 
which Nature has denied them. He may perform more 
than we have a Right to expect, and yet be unſucceſsful ; he 
may deſerve the utmoſt Gratitude, even when, by the MiF 
conduct of his Servants, the Nation is diſtreſs'd. 

But, Sir, in drawing up an Addreſs we ſhould remem 
ber that we are declaring our Sentiments not only to his Ma- 
jeſty, but to all Europe, to our Allies, our Enemies, atid 
our Poſterity ; that this Addreſs will be underſtood, like al 
others; that Thanks offered in this Manner, by Cuſtom, 
ſignify Approbation ; and that therefore we muſt at preſent 
repreſs our Gratitude, becauſe it can only bring into Con- 
tempt our Sovercign and ourſelves. | 


15 


Sir R. Walpole, To this Sir Robert Walpole reply'd : 
r, | | : 
* I am very far from thinking that the War againſt Spa 
has been ſo unſucceſsful as ſome Gentlemen have repreſented 
it; that the Loſſes which we have ſuffer'd have been more 
frequent than we had Reaſon to expect from the Situation of 
our Enemies, and the Courſe of our Trade ; or our Defeat 
ſzch as the common Chance of War does not often produce, 
, eren 


1 | "= 
even when the Inequality of the contending Powers is incon- An. 16. Ces. II. 
teſtable, and the ultimate Event as near to Certainty, as the 2747+, 
Nature of human Affairs ever can admit. — ny — 
Nor am — 4 ayes eos ſhould be allowed 
that no Exaggeration : de of our Miſcarriages, 
that the Impropriety of an Addreſs of Thanks to his Majeſty _ 
for his Royal Care in the Management of the War, is groſs. 
and flagrant. For if it be allowed that his Majeſty may be 
innocent of all the Miſconduct that has produc'd our Defeats; 
that he may have form'd Schemes wiſely, which were unſkil- 
fully proſecuted; that even Valour and Knowledge concurring . 
will not always obtain Succeſs ; and that therefore ſome , 
Loſſes may be ſuffered, and ſome Defeats received, tho” not 
only his Majeſty gave the wiſeſt Directions, but his Officers 
executed them with the utmoſt Diligence and Fidelity ; bow 
will it appear from our ill Succeſs, that our Sovereign does 
not deſerve our Gratitude ? And if it ſhall appear to us 
that our Thanks are merited, who ſhall reſtrain us from of- 
fering them in the moſt publick and ſolemn Manner ? 
For my Part, I think no Conſideration worthy of Re- 
gard in Competition with Truth and Juſtice ; and therefore. 
ſhall never ſorbear any Expreſſion of Duty to my Sovereign, 
for fear of the Ridicule of our ſecret, or the Reproaches of 
our publick Enemies. ; 
With regard to the Addreſs under our Conſideration, . 
if it be allowed either that we have not been unſucceſsful in 
any opprobrious Degree, or that ill Succeſs does not neceſſa- 
rily imply any Defe& in the Conduct of his Majeſty, or de- 
bar us from the Right of acknowledging his Goodneſs and 
his Wiſdom ; I think, Sir, no Objection can be made to the 
Form of Expreſſion now propoſed, in which all ſounding and 
pompous Language, all declamatory Exaggeration and ftudi- 
ed Figures of Speech, all Appearance of Exultation and all 
the Farce of Rhetorick are carefully avoided, and nothing 
inſerted that may diſguſt the moſt delicate, or raiſe Scruples 
in the moſt ſincere. | 
Yet, Sir, that we may not waſle our Time upon trivial 
Diſputes, when the Nation expects Relief from our Coun- 
ſels, that we may not ſuſpend the Proſecution of the War by 
Complaints of paſt Defeats, or retard that Aſſiſtance and 
Advice which our , Sovereign demands, by inquiring whe- 
ther it may be more proper to thank or to counſel him, I 
am willing, for the Sake of Unanimity, that this Clauſe 
ſhould be omitted, and hope that no other Part of the Ad- 
dreſs can afford Room for Objection. 
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expect or hope that we ſhould meet here to return Thanks 
for the Management of the War, of a Wär in which no- 


the Happineſs and the Honour of the Bririſb Nation. 


plaints were made, and how they were received. It is un 
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lingly conſents to the Omiſſion of this Clavſe; which could 
bel inſerted for no other Purpoſe, than that he might ſacrifice | 
it wind op: Reſentment which it muſt produce ; and, 
rance of Modeſty and Com paſs eaſily 

he 1 5 of obviate any ſevere Trquirics that 
might be de ſign d. 1 
He is too well kequainted with the Opinion! of may" 
whom the Nation hath choſen to them, and with 
the univerſal Clamoors of the People; too accurately ia- 
formed of the State of our Enemies, and too conſcious how 
much his ſecret Machinations have hinder'd our Sutceſs, to 
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thing has been attempted by his Direction that was likely 
to ſucceed, and in which no Advantage has been gained, 
but by acting without Orders and againſt his Hopes. 

* That I do hot charge him, Sir, without Reaſon, or in- 
vent Accufations only to obſtruct his Meaſures, or to gratify' 
my own Reſentment ; that I do not eagerly catch flying Ca- 
lumnies, prolong the Date of cafval Reproaches, encourage 
the Malignity of the Envious, or adopt the Saſpicions of 
the Melancholy; that I do not impoſe upon myſelf by a 
warm Imagination, and endeavour to communicate to others 
Impreftions which I have only received myſelf from Preju- 
dice, will be proved from a Review of his Conduct fince 
the Beginning of our Diſpute with Spain, in which it will 
be found that he has been guilty not only of fingle Errors, 
but of deliberate Ta ; that he has always co-operats 
ed with our Enemies, and ſacrificed to bis private Intereſt 
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* How long our Merchants were plundered, our Sailon 
enſlaved, and our Colonies intimidated without Reſentment} 
how long the Spaniards uſurped the Dominion of the Seas, 
ſearched our Ships at Pleaſure, confiſcated the - Cargoes 
without Controul, and tortur'd our Fellow- Subjects with 
Impunity, cannot but be remembred. Not only every Gen- 
tleman in this Houſe, but every Man m the Nation, how- 
ever indolent, ignorant, or obſcure, can tell what Barbariries 
were exerciſed, what Ravages were committed, what Com- 
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verſally known that this Gentleman, and thoſe whom he has 
gain'd by Penſions and Employments, treated the Lamen- 
tations of ruined Families, and the Qutcrics of tortur'd Bri- 
3 tons 
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of Sedition, as | 


n as the Clare 


diculed as below-the- "Conſideration of the Legiſlature ;.and> 
the Diſtreſs of the moſt aſeful and honeſt Fart of Mankind 
was made the Subject of Merriment and Laughter ; the 
awkward Wit of all the Hirelings of the Town was ceacted 
to divert the Attention of the Pablick, and all their Art 
was employed to introduce other gubjecta into Converſation. 
But their Wit was not more ſucceſsful on this than on 
other Occaſions, their Imaginations were ſoon exhauſted; and 
they found, as at other 'I that they muſt have e- 
courſe to new Expedients. The firſt Artifice of thallow 
Courtiers is to elude with Promiſes thoſe Complaints which - 
they cannot refute ; a Practice that requires no Underſtand- 
ing or Knowledge, and therefore has been generally follow-- 
ed in his Adminiſtration. , This Artifice they quickly made 
uſe of when they found that neither the Merchants, nor the: 
Nation, were to be filenc'd by an Affectation of Negligence, 
or the Sallies of Mirth ; that it was no longer fate to jeſt 
upon the Miſeries of their Countrymen, the Deſtruction of 
our Trade, and the Violation of our Rights ; they conde- 
ſcended therefore to fome Appearances of Compaſſion, and 
promiſed to exert all their Influence to procure Redreſ and 
Security. F | 

That they might not appear, Sir, to have made this 
Promiſe only to free themſelves from preſent Importunity, 
they ſet Negociations on Foot, diſpatched Memarials, Re- 
monſtrances, Propoſitions and Computations ; and with an 
Air of Gravity and Im ce, aſſembled at proper Times 
to peruſe the Intelligence which they received, and to con- 
cert new Inſtructions for their Agents. 

While this Farce was ated, Sir, innumerable Artifices 
were mace uſe of to reconcile the Nation to Sufpenſe and 
Delay. Sometimes the Diſtance of the Shi Dominions 
in the Ve Indies retarded the Deciſion ot our Claims, 


* ſometimes the dilatory Diſpoſition of the Spaniards, and the 
ith eſtabliſned Methods of their Courts &, made it impoſſible to 
en- procure a more ſpeedy Determination. Sometimes Orders 
_=_ were diſpatched to the Weſt Indies in favour of our Trade, 
ties and ſometimes thoſe Orders were neglected by the Captaine 


of the Spaniſh Ships, and the Governors of their Provinces ; 

and when it was inquired why thoſe Captains and Governors 

were not paniſhed or recalled, we were treated with Con- 
See the Debate on the Petitions, relating to the Spaniſh Depredati. - 


ons, in CHanDLEr's Hiſtory of the Houſe of Commons, Anno 6, 
Ceo, II, 1732, Pp. 274, &c. 
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An. 16. Geo. II. tempt, for not knowing what had been c lately bold us of 

176. ————— the Shan Courts.: | 

——ů— © In the mean Time our Merchants were plundered, and 

our Sailors thrown into Dungeons, our Flag was ipſalted; 
and our Navigation reſtrained, by Mev acting : under the 
Commiſſion of the King of Spain; we: perceived no Effect of 
our Negociations but the Expence, and our Enemies not on- 
ly infifted on their former Claims, but proſecuted them with 
the utmoſt Rigour, Inſolence and Cruelty. 1 4 ow 

It muſt indeed, Sir, be urged in Favour of our Miniſter, 
that he did not refuſe any Act of Submiſſion, or omit any 
Method of Supplication by which he might hope to ſoften 
the Spaniards ; he ſollicited their Favour at their own 
Court, he ſent Commiſſaries into their Country, he aflſted 
them in taking Poſſeſſion of Dominions, to which neither 

we nor they have proved a Right ; and he employed the Na- 
tives of Britain to tranſport into Jah the Prince on whom 
the new erected Kingdom was to be conferred. 

Well might he expect that the Spaniard; would be ſoſten- 
ed by ſo much Kindneſs and Forbearance, and that Grati- 
tude would at length induce them to ſpare thoſe, whom no 
Injuries or Contempt had been able to alienate from them; 
and to allow thoſe a free Courie through the Seas of the 
Weft Indies, to whom they had been indebted for en 
rupted Paſſage to the Poſſeſſion of a Kingdom. 

He might likewiſe urge, Sir, that when he was obliged 
to make War upon them, he was ſo tender of their Intereſt, 
that the Britiſb Admiral + was ſent out with Orders rather 
to deſtroy his own Fleet than the Galleons, which, in Ap- 
pearance, he was ſent to take, and to periſh by the Incle- 
mency of the Climate, rather than enter the Span; Ports, 
terrify their Colonies, or plunder their Towns. 

But to little Purpoſe, Sir, did our Miniſter implore the 
Compaſſion of the Spaniſb Court, and repreſent the Services 
we had done for them; for his Compliance was by the 
Spaniards attributed not to Kindneſs but to Fear, and 
it was therefore determined to reduce him to abſolute Slave- 
ry, by the ſame Practices which had already ſunk bim to 0 
abject a State. 

* They therefore raed our Remonſirances with Con- 
tempt, continued their Inſolence and their Oppreſſions; and 
while our Agent was cringing at their Court with freſh In- 
ſtructions in his Hand. while he was hurrying with baſy 
Looks from one Grandee to anocher, and perhaps diſmiſſed 
without an Audience one Day, and ſent back in the midi 
of his Harangue on another, the Sparih Guard da Coſta's 

Con- 


+ Admiral Hoßer. 
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ace, and this Houſe was crowded with-Petitions from. tlie 
Merchants. The bonourable Perſon with all his Art found 
himſelf unable any longer to elude a Determination of this 
Affair. Thoſe whom he had-hitherto perſuaded that he had 
failed merely for want of Abilities, began now to ſuſpect 
that he had no Deſire of better Succeſs ; and thoſe who had 
hitherto chearfully merited their Penſions by an unſhaken 
Adherence to all his Meaſures, who had extolled his Wiſ- 
dom, and his Integrity, with all the Confidence of Security, 
began now to be ſhaken by the Univerſality of the Cenſure 
brought upon them. They were afraid any longer to aſſert 
what they neither believed themſelves, nor could perſnade 
others to admit. The moſt Indolent- were alarmed, the 
moſt Obſtinate convinced, and the moſt Profligate aſhamed. 
What now could be done, Sir, to gain a few Months, 
to ſecure a ſhort Interval of Quiet in which his A 
be employed to difſeminate ſome new Falſhood, bribe to his 
Party ſome new Advocates, or lull the People with the Opi- 
ate of another Expedient, with an Account of Conceſſions 
from the Court of Spain, or a Congreſs to compute the 
Loſſes, and adjuſt the Claims of oar Merchants ? L 
Something was neceſſarily to be attempted, and Orders 
were therefore diſpatched by our Miniſter to his Agent at 
the Court of Spain, to procure ſome Stipulations that might 
have, at leaſt, the Appearance of a Step towards putting an 
End to the Diſputes between the two Nations. His Agent 
obey'd him with his uſual Alacrity and Addreſs, and in Time 
ſent him, for the Satisfaction of the People of Great Britain, 
the celebrated Convention A A 
That Convention, Sir, has been ſo lately diſcuſſed, is 
ſo particularly remembered, and fo univerſally condemned, 
that it would be an unjuſtifiable Waſte of 'Time to 
upon it. There were but few in the laſt Parliament, and I 
hope there are none in this, who did not ſee the Meanneſs of 
ſuffering incontettable Claims to be diſputed by Commiſſaries, 
the Injuſtice of the Demand which was made on the Soxrb- 
Sea Company, and the contemptuous Inſolence of amuſi 
us with the Shadow of a Stipulation, which was to vani 
into nothing, unleſs we purchaſed a Ratification of it, by 
paying what we did not owe. TE 
* That 


See the Debate on the Convention, with the Names of the Mem- 
bers who voted Pxo and Cox, Anno 12, Geo, II. 1739, 
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exaſperated the Nati tram 
better the For ein omg PRES, 
vour of: the Spaniards; uf whom 10 
chat their Wiſdom, was over-power” 
that, for the Sake of ſhowing all the owers. of zh 
Dependance in which they beld the Court of G- ritai 
they took from their Fricns he Powe of rin them a 
The Spaniards did not ſufficiently diltingoiſh *. 
the Nation and the Miniſtry of Great Britain; nor ſul 
that their Intereſts, Inclinatione, and n directly 
oppoſite, and that thoſe who were careſſed, feared, and re- 
Ile. and the * were by, eee hated 4 4 
and ridicu | 
© By enſla ving ou Miniſtry, they weakly imagined 1 ? 
2 d our Nation; 207, Parts | 1 
they quickly have diſcover'd their Lias N 7 
their Victory with greater Moderation, — — * 
vern their new Province with leſs Vigour, and ſent us — 51 
in any other Form than that of the Convention. 8 
© This laſt Proof of their Contempt of out Sovereign aud Ml ;; 
our Nation, was too flagrant to be palliated, and too pub- * 
lick not to be reſented, The Cries of the Nation were re- ca 
doubled, the Solicitations of the Merchants renewed, the * 
Abſurdity of our paſt Conduct expoſed, the Meanneſs of our fi 
Fotbearance reproach'd, and the Neceſlity of more viggrous 
Meaſures evidently proved. 
The Friends of Spain diſcovered, . Sir, at that 
War was neceſſarily to be proclaimed, and that it would be 
no longer their Intereſt to ad in open Oppoſition to Juſtice 
| and Reaſon, to the Policy of all Ages, and Remonſtrances 
of the whole Nation. 
© The Miniſter therefore, after long Delays, after having 
run round the Circle of all his Artifices, and engdeavouring 
to intimidate the Nation by falſe Repreſentations of the 
Power of our Enemies, and the Danger of an Invaſion from 
them, at length ſuffered War to be proclaimed, tho' not,” 
be had taken all Precautions that might diſappoint ag, 
Succeſs. 
He knew that the State of the Spenib Domaine 
fed them, in a particular Manner, to ſudden Incurſions by 
ſmall Parties; and that in former Wars againſt them, our 
chief Advantages had been gained by.the Boldneſs and Sub- 
tilty of private Adventurers, who by hovering. over their 
Coaſts in ſmall Veſſels, without raiſing the Alarms which 
the Sight of a Royal Navy . produces, had 2 


— of 


| (Ca 
vered Opportunities of landing | „ and en 
their Towns by Surprize, . e e their. wealthy Ships, - 
or enriching emſelves by Ranſogis and Compoſitions: 8 | 


knew that Ingonfiderable Bodies of Men, incited by pri 
Advantage, felefted with Care for particular Expeditions 
inſtructed by we Intelligence, and congeal'd by the Small. 
neſs of their Numbers, had found Means to march up i 
the Country thro' Ways which would never have been at - 
tempted by regular Forces, and have brought upon the Spa- 
niards more Terror and Diſtreſs than could have been produ· 
ced by a powerful Army, however carefully diſciplined, or 
ſkilfally commanded. | HH See 

It was therefore, Sir, his firſt Care to ſecure his darling 
Spaniards from the pernicious Deſigns of private Adventer; 
ers; he knew not but ſome of Queen E/izabeth's Heroes 
might unfortunately revive, and terrify with an u 
Invaſion the remoteſt Corners of the Span; Colomes, or 
appear before their Ports, and bid Defiance to their Navies 
and their Garriſons, When therefore a Bill * was brought 
into this Houſe, by which Encouragement was given to the 
Subjects of this Kingdom to fit out Privateers, and by which 
thoſe who ſhould conquer any of the Colonies of the Sni 
ardi, were confirmed in the Poſſeſſion of them for ever, it 
cannot be forgotten with what Zeal be oppoſed, and Pp 
what Steadineſs he rejected it, tho" it is not poſſible to aſ- 
ſign any Diſadvantage which could have been produced. by 
paſling it, and the atwoſt that could be urged againſt it was, 
that it was unneceſſary and uſeleſs. | 

Having thus diſcouraged that Method of War which 
was moſt to be dreaded by our Enemies, and left them lit- 
tle to fear but from National Forces and publick Prepara- 
tions, his next Care was to ſecure them from any deſtructive 
Blow, by giving them Time to equip their collect 
their Forces, repair their Fortifications, garriſon their Towns, 
and regulate their Trade; for this Purpoſe: he delay'd, as 
long as it was poſſible, the Diſpatch of our Navies, em- 
barraſſed our Levies of Sailors by the Violence of Impreſſes; 
Violence which proper Encouragement and Regulations 
might have made unneceflary ; and ſuffered the Privateers 
of the Enemy, to plunder our Merchants without Controul, 
under Pretence that Ships of War could not be ſtationed, 
nor Convoys provided for their Protection. 

At length ſeveral Fleets were fitted out, Vernon was ſent 
to the Weſt- Indies, and Haddock into the Mediterranean; 

Vor. XIII. G 2 the 


he 4 Bill Fr the mere efft ual ſecuring the Trade of his Majedy's Sub- 
cls in Am:rica. brought in by Mr Pulteney. See the Debate thereon 
in C4 ANDLER's Hiſtory, Anno 11 Ceo. 1738, p. 287. 
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An. 15, Geb. II. the Conſequences are ſo well known, that 1 fliquld not men- 
en, tion them at this Time, had I not been called upon to It 
| . <Y by a Propoſal of Thanks for the Conduct of the War. / 
The Behaviour of the two Admirals was very different; } 
tho” it has not yet appeared but that their Orders were the 
ſame. Vernos with fix Ships deſtroy' d thoſe Fortifications, | 
before which Hofer's formerly periſh'd in Obedience to the 
Commands of our Miniftry. How this Succeſs was received 
by the Miniſter and his Adhetents, how mach they were 2 
offended at the Exultations of the Populace, how evident! " 
they appeared to conſider it as a Breach of their rachel h 
Scheme, the whole Nation will teſtify. r 1 
Nor is it to be forgotten, Sir, how invidiouſly the Mi- 7 
niſter himſelf endeavour'd to extenuate the Honour of that 5 
Action, by attempting in the Addreſs which was on that 
Occaſion preſented to his Majeſty, to ſuppreſs mentioning I 1. 
the Number of Ships with which chat gallant Admiral at- BY 4 
chiev'd it. * 

« In the mean Time, Sir, the Nation expefted Account ll f, 
of the ſame Kind from the Mediterranean, where Hadgech | 
was ſtationed with a very conſiderable Force; but inftead f „ 
of Relations of Ports bombarded, and of Navies deſtroyed, 10 
we were daily informed of the Loſſes of our Merchants f 
whoſe Ships were taken almoſt within Sight of his Squs- © 
drons. 

We had indeed once the Satisfaction of hearing that Pr 
the Spaniſh Fleet was confined in the Port of Cadiz, deiii. ©” 
tute of Proviſions ; and it was even reported that they * 
would either be deftroy'd in that Harbour, or ſhut ag oe 
till the Want of Neceſſaries ſhould oblige them to diſband Bl - 
their Crews. "I, * 
We therefore, Sir, bore with Patience the daily Havoc K. 
of our Trade in Expectation of the entire Deſtruction of the | 
Royal Navy of Spain, which would have compell'd them wy _ 
implore a Peace. But while we were flattering ourſelv-888y n. 
with thoſe pleaſing Dreams, we were wakened with 2 an. 
aſtoniſhing Account that the Spaniards had left Cadiz, Co 
and without any Interruption from the Britiſs Fleet, wen o, 
taking in Proviſions at Ferrol. » 

Even this Diſappointment did not deprive us of Hope tha 


we know that the moſt politic are ſometimes deceived, and 
the moſt vigilant may be ſurpriz'd ; we did not expect i mo 
our Commanders any Exemption from human Frailties, and 
required only that they ſhould endeavour to correct ther 
Miſtakes; and therefore waited with Patience, in Expec 
tation that what was neglected at Cadix would be effedtes 
at Fer rel. 
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-* But no, ſooner, Sir, had the | Spaniards. flored their An. 16, Geo. 
Fleet, than we were ſurpriſed with a Revolution of Affairs _ * 
yet more wonderful, Haddock inſtead of remaining before 
Ferrol, was drawn off by ſome chimerical Alarm to protect 
Minorca, and the 'Spaniards in the mean Time failed away 
to the Weſt Indies in Conjunction with the French Squadron 
that had been for Time ready for the Voyage. * 
If we conſider the Abſurdity of this Conduct, it can - 
not but be imagined that our Miniſter muſt ſend Haddock 
falſe Intelligence or treacherous Directions, on Purpoſe that 
the Span; Fleet might eſcape without Interruption. For 
how can it be conceived that the Spaniards could have 
formed any real Deſign of beſieging Port Mahon ? Was it 
probable that they would have ſent an Army in defenceleſs 
Tranſports, into the Jaws of the Britißb Fleet? and it was 
well known that they had no Ships of War to protect them. 
It was not conſiſtent even with common Policy to land an 
Army upon an Iſland, an Iſland wholly deſtitute of Provi- 
ſions for their Support, while an hoſtile Navy was in Poſ- 
ſeſſion of the Sea, and capable of ſupplying their Troops 
with Neceſſaries, and their Garriſon with new Forces, 
while the Span; Army would be itſelf ſhut up in a barren 
Iſland, without Proviſions, without Recruits, without Hope 
of Succour, or Poſlibility of Succeſs. 
But ſuch was the Solicitude of our Admiral for the 
Preſervation of Minorca, that he abandoned his Station, 
and ſuffered the Spaniards to join their French Confederates, 
and proſecute their Voyage to the Veſ- Indies unmoleſted. 
* In the Weſt Indies they remained for ſome time Maſters 
of the Sea, and confined Yernon to the Ports; but happily 
for us, Want of Proviſions obliging the French to return, 
no Invaſion of our Colonies was attempted which we had 
Reaſon to have apprehended. . 
* The Spaniard; however gained by this Expedient Time 
to repair their Fortifications, ſtrengthen their Garriſons, 
and diſpoſe their Forces in the moſt advantageous Manner 
and therefote, tho' they were not enabled to attack our 
Colonies, had at leaſt an Opportunity of ſecuring their 
own. | 
At length, Sir, leſt all the World ſhould be convinced 
that our Miniſter was in Confederacy with the Spaniard;, 
it was determined, that their Territories in the Weſt Indies 
ſhould be invaded, but Care was taken to diſappoint the 
Succeſs of the Expedition by employing raw Troops, and g 
unexperienc'd Officers. That by increafing the Number 
of Officers on the Eſtabliſhment, he might render the War 
I741 G 2 more 


An. 16. Geo. Ir more burthenſome to the People, and encrenſe the Inflvence 
1741. 


for its Rebellion againſt him, by being condemned” to Fs top 


low - Subjects have been expoſed by the Tyranny of the Mi 
niſter; Hardſhips which Caution could not obviate, nor 
| Bravery ſormount ; they were ſent to combat with ary 


(44). 


and mu the Dependants in the Minfſtry- 25 
92 Mat — wich favouring the Deſigus of the "ou 
marui, by the Delay which the Levy of e Troops ne- 
cefſarily produced, and encouraging them by the Probabilicy 
of an caly Reſiſtance againſt raw Forces; the Nation was 


not, in the Opinion of the Miniſter, * fo fficrenthy 
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port a double Number of Troops. Some other 
were to be uſed N the War. | 

The Troops, therefore, Sir, being by the Accident of 
a hard Winter more ſpeedily raiſed than it was reaſonable 
to expect, were detained in this Iſland for ſeveral Months, 
upon trivial Pretences ; and were at length ſuffered to em- 
bark at a Time when it was well known that they would 
have much more formidable Enemies than the Spaniard? to 
encounter; when the unhealthy Seaſon of the Weſt Indian 
Climate, muft neceſſarily deitroy them by Thoufands. 

© 'Theſe were the Hardſhips to which Part of our Fel- 
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and to make War againſt the Elements. 

In the Paſſage the General * died, and the Command 
devolved upon a Man who had never ſeen an Enemy, and 
was therefore only a fpeculative Warriour ; an Accident, 
which as is was not unlikely to happen, would have been 
8 againſt by any Miniſter who wiſhed for Succefs. 

he melancholy Event of this Expedition, I need not men- 
tion, it was ſuch as might be reaſonably expected; when 


our Troops were fent out without Difcipline, without Com- 
manders, into a Country where even the Dews are fatal, U 
againſt Eremies informed of their Approach, ſecured by in; 
Fortifications, inured to the Climate, and well diſcipfin d. fer 
* © In the mean Time, Sir, it is not to be forgotten whit is | 
Depredations were made upon our trading Veſſels, with it | 
what Infolence Ships of very little Force approached our of 
Coafts, and ſeized our Merchants in Sight of our Fortifice Ex 
tions; it is not to be forgotten that the Conduct of ſome wh 
cf thoſe who owed their Revenues and Power to the Mini- but 
ſter, gave yet ſtronger Proofs of a Combination. | 
It is not to be forgotten with what Effrontery the 2 le 
Lefles of o:r Merchants were ridiculed, with what cot the 
temptuous Triumph of Revenge they were charged with infec 


the Guilt of this fatal War, and how ickly they were 
condemned to ſuffer for their Folly. co 


© For 
* Lord Cathcart. 
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„For this Reaſon; Sr, they were either denied the. n 
curity oi Convoys, or forfaken in the moit Parts an 
of the Sea, by thoſo to whoſe Protection they were, in y- 
pearance committed. For this Reaſon, they were either 
hindered from engaging in their Voyage by the Loſs of 
thoſe Men who wert detained unactive in the Ships of 
War, or deprived of their Crews upon the high — or 
2222 —U— 
a ſuſkcient 
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puniſh the People for believing too eaſily the Reparts of the 
Merchants, and to warn them for ever againit daring to ima- 
gine themſelves able to diſcern their own Intereſt, or 

icribe other Meaſures to the Miniſters, than they houl{ be 
themſelves inclin'd to purſue; our Riniſter was reſolv'd to 


diſappoint their Defires ſeeming to comply, and to 
deſtroy their Commerce and their Happineſs by the very 
Means, by which they hoped to ſecure them. 

For this Pu Sir, did this great Man fummon 
all his Politicks together, and call to Council all his Con- 
fidents and all his ents,” and it was as length 
determined by their united Wiſdom, to put more 
Ships. into Commiſſion, to aggravate the Terrors of 
ity, to draw the Sailors by the Pro- 


the Impreſs by new Severity 
miſe of large Rewards from the Service of the Merchants, to 


collect a mighty Fleet, aud to nm 


dition. 
A A ſecret Expedition, Sir, is a new Term cf Miniſterial 
Art, a Term which may have been, perhaps, formerly made 
Uſe of by Soldiers for a Deſign to be executed without giv- 
mg the Enemy an Opportunity of providing for their 
fence, but is now uſed for a Deſign with which the Enemy 
is better acquainted, than thoſe to whom the Execution of * 
it is committed. A ſecret Expedition is now an Expedition 
of which every one knows the Defign, but thoſe at whoſe 
Expence it is undertaken. It is a Kind of naval Review, 
which excels thoſe of the Park in Magnificence and Expence, 
but is equally uſeleſs and ridiculous. 

* Upon theſe ſecret Expeditions, however, were fixed for 
2 long Time the Expectations of the People: they ſaw all 
the Appearances of Preparation for a real War, they were 
informed that the Workmen in the Docks were retained by 
uncommon Wages to do double Duty; they ſaw the moſt 
ipecious Encoaragements offered to the Sailors; they ſaw 
Naval Stores accumulated with the utmoſt Induſtry ; — 
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tracts ſor Proviſions, and how much 
to queſtion the Sincerity of 77 22 
engroſſed the Management o rs, i Dau. 
areas — mere pan 0+ 
their Money, and equip Fleets only to expoſe them 


When therefore, Sir. Jafter the uſual Delays, bodies 
Papers had informed the People that he areas Flat vie fol 
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expected 
Days, of the Deſtruction of Fleets, the Demolition of 
Caſtles, and every one envy d the Fortune of thoſe, who, by 
being employed in their formidable Fleet, were entitled to 
the Treaſures of ſuch wealthy Enemies. 

* When they had for ſome Time indalged theſe Expec- 
tations, an Account was brought that the Fleet was returnꝰd 
without the leaſt Action, or the leaſt Attempt, and that new 
Proviſions were to be taken in, that they might ſet out upon 
another ſecret Expedition. 

© But, Sir, this Wonder-working Term had now loft 1 its 
Efficacy, and it was diſcovered that ſecret Expeditions, like 
all other ſecret Services, were only —_— to. drain the 
Money of the Pcople, and to conceal the Ignorance, or 
worſe Qualities of the Minifter. 

Such has been the Conduct for which we are deſired to 
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ny 


the Tranſactions which we are to recommend to the Appro- 
bation of our Conſtituents, and ſuch the Triumphs upon 
which we muſt congratulate our Sovereign. 

For my Part, Sir, I cannot but think that Silence i; 
too gentle a Cenſure for that Wickedneſs which no 
has yet provided a Name for. Murder, Parricide, and 'Trea- 
ſon are modeſt Appellations, when compared with that Con- 
duct by which a King is betrayed, and a Nation ruined, 
under Pretence of promoting its Intereſt, by a Man truſted 
with the Adminittration of publick Affairs. 

Let ns therefore, Sir, if it be thought improper to lay 
before his Majeſty the Sentiments of bis . in their full 
Extent, at leaſt not endeavour to conceal them from him z 
let us at leaſt addrefs him in ſuch a Manner, as may give him 
ſome Occaſion to enquire into the late Tranſactions, which 
have for many Years been ſuch, that to even but know them 
is to condemn them. 


* Hereupon Sir Robert Walpole ſtood up, and youre 


follows ; 
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"= „The“ I am far from being 8 Sha 
midated by this heavy Charge, tho I am confident that all 
the Meaſares fo clamoroully cenſured, will admit of à very 
eaſy Vindication, nd that whenever they are explained they 


and a Deduction of many particular Circumſtances, ſome 
of which may require Evidence, and ſome. a; very minute 
Explication, I cannot think this a proper Day for 
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ted can 
not be reſuted, michaus > long Recaptalation of poſt Evens, * 


engaging 
in a Controverſy, "which it i my Intereſt. ſhonld be thorovgh- | 


ly diſcuſſed. 


At preſent, Sir, I ſhall content myſelf with bare Aﬀerti-- | 


ons like ä which I am accuſed, and hope they will 
ane down ai 1 Attention, or received with leſs Cre- 
dit. For ſurely it was never denied to any Man to defend 
himſelf with the ſame Weapons with which he is attacked. 
I ſhall therefore, Sir, make no Seruple to aſſert, that the 
Treaſure of the Publick bas een, ag) with the utmoſt 
Frugality, to promote the Purpo which it was granted ; 
2 Foreign Affairs have been tranſacted with the utmoſt 
Fidelity, in Purſuance of long Conſultations, and ſhall ven- 
ture to add that our Succeſs has not been ſuch as ought to 
produce any Suſpicion of Negligence or Treachery. 

That our Deſign againſt Cartbagena was defeated, can- 
not be denied, but what War has been one continued Series 
of Succeſs ? In the late War with France, of which the 
Conduct has been ſo laviſhly celebrated, did no Defigns miſ- 
carry? If we conquer'd at Ramelies, were we not in our 


Turn beaten at A/manrza ? If we deſtroyed the French Ships, 


was it not always with ſome Loſs of our own? And fince 
the Sufferings of our Merchants have been mentioned with 
ſo much Acrimony, do not the Lifts of Ships taken in that 
War, prove that the Depredations of Privateers cannot be 
entirely prevented ? 

* The Diſappointment, Sir, of the publick 
by the Return of the Fleets, has been charged upon the 
Adminiſtration, as a Crime too enormous to be mentioned 
without Horror and Deteſtation. That the Miniſtry have 
not the Elements in their Power, that they do not preſcribe 
the Courſe of the Wind, is a ſafficient Proof of their Ne- 
gligence and Weakneſs; with as much Juſtice is it charged 
upon them, that the Expectations of the Populace, which 
they did not raiſe, and to which perhaps the Conqueſt of a 
Kingdom had not been equal, failed of being gratified. 

* I am very far from hoping or deſiring that the Houſe 
Gould be ſatisfied with a Defence like this; I know, by ob- 

ſerving 


An Addreſs a- * 


greed on. 


A Day appointed Then Mr Putrerey ftvod up, veces wah 4 
State of the Na- 


tion. 


follows: ; 
TIER © 4.57, DIG . a, gabe 
8 1 R, . — ö 
Admiral Ver- HE ** Honour done me in being 400 0 ow 
non's Anſwer co ing of the unanimous Thanks 2 the Houje' of 2 
ie Thanks of was; for wy Endeavour: to diſcharge ry Daty to bis Mayefhy 
the Houle for his 3 theſe Star, is what I car ful Words foffeiently . 
Weſt Indies. preſs my grateful Senſe of ; e 


the Miniſtry, will erg Bey for inquiring in 

of the Nation, I. will ſecond his Marien. SV 1 50 f 
The Clauſe for returning Thanks #9 his'Maj fer the 

Conduct of 4 War againſt Spain, ra pro Es 

Diviſion, a itter was appointed to u 

trefs of Thann Fs een . . 5 


a Day for the Houſe to reſolve itſelf into a Com 
the whole Houle to confider of the State of tlie Nation, 
Sir Robert Walpole (according as he had declared he AR 
immediately ſeconded that Motion: whereapon it was agreed, P 
0 _ 8 the 21ſt Day of Fapuary be appointed ! 0 a 
that Purpoſe. * 
On the gth Mr Speaker acquaiiited the Hovſe, tad þ it 2 
Obedience to the Commands of the Houfe'the laſt Selen p 
he had tranſmitced to Vice-Admiral Vernon their Thanks for : 
his Services to his King and Country in the Ve, Indies, and i 


that he had received from the ſaid K an Anſwer 25 


— of the great Honour done me by the Hoſe; in 
their Approbation of my Services to his Majeſy and my Cu- 
try, and thinking them deſerving of their Novice in this - 
Blick Manner. 

4: the publick Approbatim of fo auguſt an gel ir1h 
higheft Honour a Sabjef can receive, I muſ! beg the Fav 
of you, Sir, to afſure the Houſe, that à grateful Senſe'of i 
will never be effaced out of my Memory; and that I ſhall 
endeavour, in all my future Conduct, by & continual Diligence, 
and Faithful Diſcharge of my Duzy to his Majefly in the Ex- 
ecution of his. Orders for the Honour of the Crown, and g- 
vice of my Country, to fludy to * the rg 


their Efleem. I am, STR, - 
«34 City 

Your moſt obedient, ; Elec 

and moſt humble Servant, dere 

k. VER NONZ 1 


Then 


Tren Mr Het9y" Arthir Herbert req from the eln 
mittee their Addreſs to his — es — 1741, 
to by the'Houle, New. Cos. n 8 a 
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c Commons of Great Britain in Parliament aſtem- Thanks for the 
© bled, Leave to congratulate your Majeſty, upon your King's Sperchs | 
3 nd happy Retarn to theſe your Kingd ms, and to re- 
6 Thanks for your moſt gracious Speech . - 
- Throne; and at the fame Time, with Hearts 
full of Duty and Gratitude, cannot but acknowledge 
* your Majeſty's Regard and Attention to the Honour and 


7 
ing Dangers that threaten Bache, 
. Sen * perplex'd Situation of Af. 
6 « fair have repreſented by your —— . Par- 
liament, for their Advice and Aſſiſtance, with ſuch pater - 
* nal Concern, and ſuch Affection to your — doch Con- 
* fidence in your faithful Commons, and ſuch Anxiety for | 
the general Good of Fare, as cannot fail to excite-in us 
* a due Senſe of your Majeſty's Goodneſs and Condeſcenſi- | 928 
on; and therefore we aſſure your Majeſty, in the ſtrongeſt 
* Manner, that this Houſe will, as often as "theſe momen- 
tous Affairs ſhall come under our Conſideration, give your” 
* Majeſty ſuch Advice, as becomes dutiful and faithful 
Subject, and ſuch Affiſtance and Support, as ſhall be moſt 3 
* conducive — Honour and true Intereſt of your Crown | . 


* and 
Purpoſes, we 
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* And 228 to anſwer theſe 

* will grant ſuch effectual Supplies, as ſhall enable your Ma- 
* jelty, - not only to be in Readineſs to ſupport your Friends 

* and Allies, at- ſuch Times, and in ſuch Manner, as the 
© Exigency and Circumſtances of Affairs ſhall require, but 
to oppoſe and defeat any Attempts that ſhall be made 
* againſt your Majeſty, your Crown and. Kingdoms, or 

* againſt thoſe, who, being equally engaged with your Ma- 

* jelly by the Faith of Treaties, or united by common In- | 
* tereſt and common Danger, ſhall be willing to concert . 
* ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall mag 2 rs, GER | 
* for maintaining the Balance of Europe.” 


A Petition of ſeveral Burgeſſes and Inhabitants of the Petition for an 
City and Liberty of Weftminfter , complaining of an . 
Election and Return for the ſaid City and N was or- n 
dered to be heard at the Bar. N 

Vol. XIII H | Then 

* See the Account of that Election, p. 14. 2 


E eiae 


| | 
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A8. 16. Geo, II. Then a Petition of Jeb» Robins, Mayor of ff , c. 

1741. in Cornwall, | See p. 3.] was read, complaining. of an undue 

«> Return for the ſaid Borough, in Purſuande whereof ſeveral 
Petition for Boſ- perſons were ordered to attend the Houſe. OY 

2 On the 10th the Houſe waited on the King with their 


Addreſs, to which his Majeſty return d the following An- 


. 


{wer.: | 


[ : Gentlemen, | * ſ . > þ 

The King's An- T Return you my Thanks for this dutiful and loyal Ad- 
ſwer to the Ad- dreſs; and for the Aſſurances you have given me at 
Gels, © this critical and important Conjunfture.. * + | 
: I ſhall always have the greateſt Regard 

« my Parliament; and I make no doubt but yon will act 

e therein in ſuch Manner, as ſhall be moſt conducive to the 


% t * 


© Honour and Intereſt of my Crown and Kingdoms, and 
„ give me your Support and Aſſiſtance in carrying on ſuch 
*© Meaſures, as ſhall be judged to be neceſſary and expe- 


dient.“ 


Petition for An- Dec. 11. A Petition of Major Gen. Anftruther, and of the 
ftruther, c. Magiſtrates and Town Council of A»/iruther-Wefter, Anſtru- 
ther-Eafter, and of Kilrenry, complain ing of an undue Election 
and Return for the Burghs of Anſtrui ber- rer, & c. was 

ordered to be heard at the Bar on the ſecond of Fb. 
on ran of the Hon. Alexander e 
5 a Sir Jabn Sinclair, Bart. complaining of an 
3 — Election . — Return for the Shire 1 
; was ordered to be heard at the Bar on the 19th of Jan. 
A Petition of A/gernom Earl of Montrath, and George 
Berkeley, Eſq; complaining of an undue Election and Re- 
For Hedon, turn for Hedon, was ordered to be heard at the Bar on the 
16th of Feb. 4 "NM 
A Petition of Alexander Hume and Fobn Frederick, Edqus, 
For Chippenham. compiaining of an undue Election and Retern for Chippenham 
[See p. 4.] was ordered to be heard at the Bar the 2>th of Fas. 
As allo a Petition of John Hylton, Eſq; complaining 
And Carliſle. of an undue Election and Return for Carkfle, [See 5. 4 
5 to be heard at the Bar the 26th of Jan. = 


* PBoſffiney is a ſmall Village, which, with another little Hamlet cal* 
led Trevena, lie in the Pariſh of Tintagil, and, together, make on- 
Borough. It was impriviledged by Richard Earl of Cornwall, Brother to 
King Henry II I. who granted, Cao Burgus poſter de Tyntajoil fit hber 

Burgus. The firſt Return of Members to be met with is in the Time of 
King Edward VI. Here are two Leets annually ; the firſt Monday after 
Eaſter Seſſions, and the other in October. Number of Electors about 
25, Which are limited to the Freeholders within the Borough, admitted 
by the Grand Jury at one of the Leets, - 


\ 4 


to the Advice of 
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denture of Return, whereby John Sabine and Chriflopher & 
Tower, Eſqrs. ate return'd Burgeſſes to ſerve for the ſaid 


Names of 


Members, being preſent, withdrew, and it was rcſolved, by 
222 Voices againſt 216, that the Clerk of the Crown do 
take off the File the Indenture of Retutn, figned by Paiko 
Hoskin, the ſame not being ſigned by the proper returning 
Officer; and that he do annex to the Writ the Inden ture 
of Return, ſigned by Jubn Robins, he being the proper re- 
turning Officer of the ſaid Borough. It was, nevertheleſs, 
order'd that Thomas Fofter and Richard Liddel, Efqrs. be at 
Liberty to petition the Hauſe touching the Election 'for 
the ſaid Borough, within Fourteen Days. 

A Petition of the ſeveral Freeholders of the County of 


ty, was ordered to be heard at the Bar on the 4th of Feb. 
on a Diviſion, 202 Voices againſt 1 


referred to the Committee of Elections. 
A Petition of Job M*Xye, and of the Hon. James Car- 


and double Return for the Boroughs of Peebles, £7. were or- 
dered to be heard at the Bar on the 25th of Jax. 

A Petition of James Fall Merchant, and of Sir Hew 
Dalrymple, Bar. and alſo of the Magiſtrates and Town 


plaining of an undue Election and double Return for the *© 
Boroughs of Dunbar, North- Berwick, c. was referred to 
the Committee of Elections. 


1741, Harvey 


On the 4th of July, 1715, it was reſolved that the Proceeding of 
the Mayor and Common-Council of the Town of Haverford - Weſt, in 
making Burgeffes, without the Conſent of the Commonalty, was illegal, 
»nd contrary to the 3 of the ſaid Town; and that the Burgeſles fo 
rr*tended to be made, have not thereby acquired any Right of votigg in 
any future Elections. 


OP On the 17th of March 1698, the Right of Elec ion was declared to 
dean the Inhabitants paying Scot and Lot, and in ſuch as have Freehold 
hm the Borough, whether reſident or net. 
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ing with the Return for An. 15. Seo“ I. 
Beoſſiney, after an Examination of divers Witneſſes,” the Thn- _ 1741. 


7 1 m4 
Borough, irs by John Robins, and ſubſcribed with the p.ocesdings on 


rteen other Perſons, as free Burgeſles of the the Election for: - 
ſaid Borough, was read: Then Mr Fofer, one of the fitting Boſliney. | 
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E 
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Denbigh, and alfo of Sir Watkin Williams Minne, Bart, com- pet tion for Den- 
plaining of an undue Election and Return for the ſaid Coun- bighſhire v 


A Petition of Hugh Barlow *, a, complaining of an For Aaverford- 
undue Election and Return for Haverford Me [See p. b. J. Weſt. 
Alſo of Charles Cotes, Eſq; for Tamworth , were ſeverally por Tamworth, 


michael, Eſq; ſeverally complaining of an undue Election por Peebles, &c. 
Council of Haddington, North- Berwick, and Lauder, com For Haddington, 


A Petition of William Sclater, Eſq; one of the. preſiding And for Milborn- 
capital Bailiffs of Milbarne Port, [See p. 8. ] alſo of Michael Port, &c. 
j H 2 


( 32 
An. 14. Geo. II. 8 and William Thompſon, Eſqrs. 
174i undue Election and Return tor Milborve Pore * 
do be heard at the Bar on the 23d of . 
Petition for the Dec. 1 5 A Petition of Alexander Bruce, El: complaig- 
Shire of Kinroſs, ing of an undue Election and Return for the Shire of Kinroſs : 
Alſo of Chars Gray and Samuel Savill, Elan. tor 
For Colcheſter. CoJchefter f, [See p. 4. 
Likewiſe of William Carr and Matthew Ridley, Kaan 
* — way for Newca/ile upon Tyne, [See p. 8. ] were ſeverally- referred 

"pon ne. to the Committee of Elections. 

A Petition of Thomas Philips, Gent. late Mayor, and ſe- 
veral other Burgeſſes of ion I in the County of * 
and alſo of Raw/eigh Manſel, Eſq; PRIN of an un- 
due Election and Return for the Borough of Pembrake, wars 
ordered to be heard at the Bar on the ech of Fb. 

A Petition of Sir Robert Monro, Bart. complaining of 
For Dornock, &c. undue Election and Return for the Burghs of Dorzock, CP 
«all, Ic. was ordered to be heard at the Bar the firſt of 


0 an 
gra Beebe 


For Pembroke. 


March. 
A Petition of ſeveral Gentlemen, Clergy, avid Ficehol- 
= Cardi- ers of the County of Cardigan, and e ail Poqwell, 
FEED Eſq; complaining of an undue Election and Return for the 


faid County, was referred to the Committee of Elections. 
| Mr Francis Fans reported from the Committee of Supply, 
8 that it was the Opinion of that Committee, that a Supply 
| be granted to his Majeſty, which was agreed to, Nem. Con. 
; Then it was ordered that an Eſtimate of the Navy, with 
| — any — on the Half Pay of the Officers of the Navy and Marines: 
"PPly- Alſo of the Charge for Guards and Garriſons, and other 
Land Forces and Marines: Likewiſe of the Charge of the 
Office of Ordnance for Land Service: And that a Liſt of 
the Regimental and Warrant Officers, who are to be in 
Falf. pay, with an Eſtimate of the Charge of the Out - Pen · 


ſioners of Chelſea Hoipital, all for the Year 1742, be laid be · 
fore 


On the $th of Dec. 1702, the Right of Election for this 

was declared to be only in the Capital Bailiffs, and their Deputies, in 
| — Stewards, and the Inhabitants thereof, paying Scot and 

t 

+ On the 28th of March, 1696, it was reported from the Committee 
of Privileges and Elections, That the Right of Election was in the ſworn 
Burgeſſes, not receiving Alms. On the 27th of Jan. 1710, it was reſolv- 
ed, that the Mayor cannot make Foreigners free without Conſent of the 
Majority of the Aldermen and Common Council : And on the 6th of May, 
1714, it was farther reſolved, that the Right of making Foreigners 
Freemen, not having a Right thereto by Birth or Service, is in tte 
Mayor and free Burgeiles i in Common-Hall aſſembled, 

1 On the 23d of February, 1711, it was reſolved, that the 
and Burgeſſes of Wiſtcn have a Right to vote for a Member for the 

rough of Pembroke, 
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{ 53. 
fore the Hduſe : | Alſo that an Account © 
not provided for by Parliament : 
the Movies ariſen within the r 
at Lady-day and Micbaelma: | 
the aggregate Fund, as of the Surplus 


have been Aifoaled of, ra 6 
1741, 5 N 0 
Heads be laid before the Houſe: And it was 
an Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, to lay | 
Houſe the 1 Lifts, fag 22 SLOW: 

Then the proceeded to eari Procap en 
of the Petition, complaining of an undue Election and Re- the Weftiater 
turn for the City of Weftminfter ; [See p. 11. ] and, after Election. 
hearing Counſel, and the laſt Determination of the Houſe, 
concerning the Right of electing Citizens to ſerve for the 
ſaid City, made the 13th of November 1680, when the 
Houſe reſolved, * That the King's menial Servants, not hav- 
ing proper Houſes of their own within the City of Weftmin- | 
fer, have not a Right to give Voices in the Election of Ci- * 

* tizens to ſerve in Parliament for the ſaid City,” was alſo read. 
And the ſtanding Order + of the Houſe, made the 16th of 
January, 1735, for reſtraining the Counſel at the Bar of 
this Houſe, or before the Committee of Privileges and Elec- 
tions, from offering Evidence, touching the Legality of 
Votes for Members to ſerve in Parliament for any County, 
Shire, City, Borough, Cinque Port, or Place, contrary to 
the laſt Determination in the Houſe of Commons, was alſo 
read, and the Connſel for the Petitioners were heard; and 
having examined ſeveral Witneſſes, the farther hearing of 
that Matter was adjourned. | 

Dec. 16. A Petition of Gen. James Campbell, complaining Petition for the 
of..an undue Election and Return for the Shire of Air: Shire of Air. 

Alſo of George Mackenzie, Eſq; for the Shire of Cromarty : For Cromarty. 

Likewiſeof Patrick Dunbar, Eſq; for the Shire of Caithneſ; : For Caithnefs. 

And another of Richard Williams, Eſq; for the ſeveral Bo- And for the 
roughs of Hint“, Rhjdland, Ovrrton, | Aa and Caeyr- _ of Flt, 


” % 


gurley : , 
Alſo 
+ See Mr Bramfton's Motion for this Order in Chandler's Hiſtory, 
Anno 8 Geo. 2. p. 


9 On the 218 of May, 1728, the Right of Eleftidn was declared to 
be in the Inhabitants of the Five Boroughs above recited, paying Scot 
and Lot 1 And that the Inhabitants of Knolton and Overton-Foreign, 
Paying Scot and Lot in the Pariſh of Overton, have a Right to vote at 
the ſaid Election ; but on the 5th of April, 1737, a Motion being made 
that the Inhabitants of the ſaid Five Boroughs, including Knolton and 
Overton- Foreign, renting Lands or Tenements, for which the Landlords 
thereof only pay Scot and Lot, have a Right to vote at the ſaid Election 3 
uns the previous Queſtion being put, that that Queſtion be then put, 
t paſlzd in the Negative, .- 


( 54 ) 
þ - | 10s. mr: Alſo a Petition of the Hon. George Aten Bl, 
1 1941: Shire of Sutherland 5, were ſeverally referred to the Cointifit- 
7 ” tee of Elections: But à Motion was made, and the Queftioh 
— wh being put, that it be an Inſtruction to the faid Committee 
— that they de beur the Matter of the laſt mention d Petitigh 
the toth of February; It paſſed in the Negative. 
Then a Petition of Matthew Boutherett, Eſq; ing 
For Grimsby. of an undue Election and Return fot Grear rg er p. 6. 
Of Jobs Clavering, Eſq; and of the Lord Vi count 
For Penryn. rorcly, fot ® Pemym, [Ser p. 9.] 
For Aberdeen, And of Alexanitr Udney, Elq; jorthe Boroughs of Arden, 
we, rxverberwie, &c. were feverally referred to the Committee I 
Win Elections; But it was ordered, That the Committee do 
the Matter of the laſt mention'd Petition on the 24th of N. 
A Petition of Charles Gore, and alſo of Welbore' EI, 
For Cricklade. Efquires, were ſeverally read, complaining of an undye 
Election and Double Return for Crick/ade 73 1 ork it 
was ordered that the Clerk of the Crown do attend the Houſe 
, the next Morning with the Return for the ſaid Borough. - 
For Pembroke- * A Petition of Jobs Symmons, Eſq; complaining of an 
ſhire, undue Election and Return for the County of 8 
For Carmarthen, Of Griffith Nos Eſq; for the County Borough of'C 
marthen 1 [See p. 
For Radnorſhire, Of Roderick Guia Eſqzforthe County of Radnor, 199 jo” 
For Denbigh, æc. Of Arthur Trevor, Eſq; for the ſeveral Boroughs of Dee 
For the Shire of big h, Ruthyn, and Holt, [See p % | 
Dumfries. of Matthew Sharp, Efq; for 7 Shire of Dam eit 2 
my 


2 oy Gram- Of Thomas Hales and Thomas Trefufis, Saure, for 


. 


§ On the 25th of Feb, 1722, it was reſolv*d, That the Right 35 
tion is in the Heritors, Feuars, Wadſetters, and Life-Renters, 
of Lands in the ſaid Shire, whether holding of the Crown or 2 

* The firſt Return of Members for this Borough was in the Reign of / 
Queen Mary. There is a Mayor, eight Aldermen and twelve — | 

. | the Number of Electors about 140, being Inhabitants paying Scot =: 
Lot. King James II. granted them a new Charter, which veſted 
| r of Members in the Magiſtracy only; but they refuſed to make 

e of it. 

+ On the 224 of Feb. 1695, it was reported from the n 
Elections, that the Right of Election appeared to be in tht Freeholders, 
Copyholders, and Leaſeholders, for not leſs than three Vears. 

4 On the 19th of March 1727, it was reſolved, that the Rigit of 
Election is in the Burgeſſes of the ſaid Borough and on the 23d follow- 
ing, that the Execution ef the Writ for electing a Burgeſs, and the wak⸗ 
ing a Return therecf, are in the two Sheriffs of the ſaid Borough joint! yo 

| On the 14th of February, 1710, the Queſtion being put, that 
mer Maxwell, and Others, who were infeft of an Eftate, redeemable upon 
the paying a Roſe-Noble, had a Right to vote in the Election of Commiſ- 
ſioner for the Shire of Dumfries, it paſſed in the Negative. On the 224 
of Feb. 1710, the Queſtion being put, that Abraham Crichton (being the 
Husband of an apparent Heireſs, who was not infeft) had a Right to vote 
in the Election of a Commillioner for the Shire of Dumfries, it Ire 15 
the Negative. 
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For Dr Les. „N 
Bdy Sir Robert, Bt. 
A Aiſlabie William, Eſq; 
Aſhby Thomas, roi WW 
Aſtley Sir John, Bt. 8 
Bagot Sir Walter, _n 
Baltimore Lord ws 
Bance John, EM 
Banks William, Eſq; 

Banks Henry, Elq; 
Barrington Lord. 
Barrington Sir John, b. 
Barry more Earl of. 
Barnard Sir John, Kt. 
Bayntun Edward Rok, Eſq; 
Bathurit Benjamin, Eſq; 
Bathurſt Henry, Eiqz 
Berkeley Norbonne, wy 
Beſt Thomas, 4 | 
Blagrave John, E 
Blacket Walter, 
Bligh Hon. John, Eſq; 
Bludworth Thomas, Eg; 
Boone Daniel, Eſq;  . 
_ Thomas, 8 
wes G80 ; 
Bouverie SirJa Bt. 
Bramſton Thomas, Eſq; 
Brow ne John, * 
Bruce Sir John, A 
Buchanan Neil, 
Buck John, I 
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trend |, har bt. Gl were ſeverally eue eee a gn 
> we + Day comms. n the Eleftion af babes r 
and BleRions;| when. Dr Lit ©, - py # 


choſen in Oppobition. to Giles Rar, Eq * (who had Comm: 
— Chairman of that Committee in the ws la n Privileges « —1 


as Commintee of | Privileges 


ſhall upon this Occaſion give 
Members who vor for exh of ches Cd. 


\\ 
A\ 


=> 


Elections. 
e Names of he 


* 
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Be ar Mr. Earle. 
"Bercromby Fame 20 
Aaurt Pierce, Em 
Archer Thomas, B;, 
Archer Henry,, Ei: 
Arſcot Jahn, Bi. a 
Ar ſcott Arthur, Ey: 124 
Arundel Hon. Richard, 26 
Abbe Lauard, EM 
Baker Hercules, af) 
292 Lord Vere. 
eauclerc Lori Sidney. 
Bennet Philip. Ei 
Bertie Lord Vere. | 
Bladen Martin, Eſq; 


. Bockland Gul. Maurice. 


Bond Fobn, ſer. EG 


Bowles Wilkam, E: 


Bodwille Wilhem, _ 
Bradſpaigh Sir Roger, Bt 


Brand Themas, Ki | 


Broughton Sir Brian, 
Brewne Sir ——— = 


 Brudenel] Hon. James, Eggs | 


Burrel P eter, 27. 
Burrard Henry, Ey: 


5 u. 1 EV. 


| 


has 2 A. D e 52s d 
e Members are elected by the Majority of the Magi- 
ſtrates and Prong, about 50 in Number, being all che Inhabitants 4 


pay Scot and Lot. — — 
®* One of the Lords of the Treaſury. 4 1 


Butler Edward, L. L. D. 
Bury Thomas, Eſq; 


Campbel Alex. Hume, Eſq; 


Carew Sir William, Bt. 
Carew Thomas, Eſq; 
Carnarvon Marquiſs of. 


Cartwright Thomas, Eſq; 


Cave Sir Thomas, Bt. 


Cavendiſh Lord James. 
Chapman Sir John, Bt. 


_— Bunbury Sir Charles, Bt. 


Chernoke Sir vo Bt. 


Cheſter Sir John, Bt. 
Cheſter Thomas, Eſq; 


Chetwynd Lord Viſcount. 
Chetwynd William, Eſq; 


Cholmondeley Charles, Eſq; 


Cocks James, Eſq; 


Compton Hon. George, Eſq; 


Cotnbury Lord Viſcount 
Cornewall Velters, Eſq; 


Cotton Sir _ Hind, Bt. 


Cotton John, E 


Courtney Sir Willa, Bt. 


Courtney Henry, Eſq; 
Crawford Patrick, Eſq; 
. Crawley John, Eſq; 

Crewe John, junr. Eſq; 


Cunningham Alexander, Eſq; 
Curzon Sir Nathaniel, Bt. 


Dalrymple Sir Hew, Bt. 
Damer Joſeph, Eſq; 
Daſhwood Sir James, Bt. 


Daſhwood Sir Francis, Br. 


Dawkins James, Eſq; 
Delme Peter, Eſq; 
Denton George, Eſq; 
Dering Sir Edward, Br. 
Doddington G. Bub, 8 
Douglas Sir John, Bt. 
Douglas James, Eſq; 
Drax Henry, Eſq; 
Dundaſs _ Eſqs 


1 


_ Charchill C barks, Eg 


Evans Captain Richard. 
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Canpbel Brig. Yo 
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arpenter | 
Carter William, Eſq; 


Charlton Jos Staunton, Eſp 
Col. 


Cholm ames. - + 
Churchill Genera * 


Chute Francis, the 
Chute Anthony, 2 
Clayton Sir William, Bt 
Clayton Kendrick, Z, es 
Cleveland Fobn, En 
Clive Edward, Nite, 
Clutterbuck Thomas, Eqs 
Coke Hon. Edward, Eſq; 
Colebroke Robert, E65 
Conolly Vi lliam, 2 
Cope — EV: 

leflon Thomas, Eſq; | 
— Sir Wi W , 0 
Corbet Sir Richard, Bt." 
Cornwallis Hon. Jobs, * 
Cornwallis Hon. Stephen; E 
Croſs Sir Jobn, Bt. 
Crowle G 
Danvers Toleph, y 
Doecminique Charles, E n 
Doneraile Lord Viſcount. © 
Douglas Capt. Robert. 
Downing Sir * of 
Downing Jacob, 
Drury Sir Thomas, 4 | 4 
— Anthony, E 
Dupplin Lord Viſcount. '\ 
Earle Will. Rawlinſon, Ex 
Zagcumbe Richard, E. 8 
Elot Col. William. 
Eufton Earl of. 


Evans Hon. George, * 
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Ewersfield Charles, En 

Eyles Francis, Ei 

Fane wand Eqn 1 
Eliot 


Eſq; © Frankland Fredric, 
© French 


Foley Thomas, 3 un. | 
| Fortas Sir Ae 


Forteſcue How. . mh © 


Glynne Sir John, Br. 
Godſchall Sir Robert, Kt. 
Gordon Sir William, Bt. 
Gore Charles, 
Gore Thomas, | 
Gower William Lese. . Hor 


— „ . EA 

Gel. Richard, = | 
renvill 

ts n A. 

Groves William, = | 


Guernſey Lord Viſcount. - Henry Holt, 7M 
„Condm Nathaniel, Eq: t Henry Arthur, En 
- Gwyn | Francis, Eq; Hoke Hon. Robert, E; 
| Gybbon Philips, Elg; . Herbert Han. William, Ef; 
1 Hamilton Sir Bt. Hoby Sir Thomas, Bt. 
Hamilton - Eſa; Holmes Henry, Eſq; as 
| Hamilton Charles, + Howard Col. Chatter. 

Hay Lord Charles. Howarth. Sir Humphry, Kt. 

Heatheote George, Eſq; Hungerford Walter, Eſq; 

Herbert Philip, Eſq; L A Thomas Orby, £/q; 

Hill Andrew, Eſq; Jes Somme, E 

Hill Hen. Wills, Eſq; Faulen Fobn, Eſq; 

Holte Sir Lifter, — Ingram Col: Charles. 

Hooper Edward, Telliff Fobn, E: 


Hopton Edward Cope, Eſq; Keene 1 7h 
Vol. MII. 1 


Thomas, Eſq; 
Melliſh William, Eſq; 
Methuen Sir Paul, Kt. 
Montague Edward, Eſq; 
Montague Charles, Eſq; 


Mordaunt Sir Charles, Bt. 


Moore William, © Eſq; 
Morrice Sir William, Bt. 
Murray John, Eſq; - 
Muſgrave Sir Philip, Bt. 
Newſam James, Eſq; 


Newland George, L. L. D. 


Newton Sir Michael, Bt. 
Noel William, Eſq; 
Noel Hon. James, Eſq; 
Northcote Sir Henry, Bt. 
Nugent Robert, Eſq; 
Ongley Samuel, Eſq; 
Ord Robert, Eſq; 

Ord John, Eſq; 
Orme Garton, Eſq; 
Oſwald James, Eſq; 
Owen John, Eſq; 
Oxenden Sir George, Bt. 
Packer W. Howard, Eſq; 


Poulet William, Eſq; 


Lexwis Thomas, 1. 4 


Martin Matthew, Eſq; _ 


Martin James, Eſq, 
Martin Jobs, Keie 
Maule Hon. Willem, K;: 
Maule Jabs, Eſq; 
Metcalfe Laſeelles, Eſg; Q 
Middleton Sir William, Bt. — 

R 
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Middleton John, Km 
Mill Sir Richard, Br. 
Mifing Themas, Eſq; , Wl * 


Mitchel William, Eqs. Re 
Monjon Charles, Eſq; Ry 
Mordaunt John, EH Ru 
Merdaunt Col. John. No 
| Morden William, Eſgz _. ar 
Morgan Thomas, Eſq; _ St. 
Murray Lord Job. Sco 
Murray Alexander, Eſqz Sey 
Muſſeaden Hill, Egg; _ _ Sha 
Neal Robert, Eg; © Shy 
Newnham Thomas, EH: — 
Norris Sir John, Kt. 13 a 
Norton Thomas, Eſq dlin 
Olmius Jobe, Eſq; | Smit 
Onſlow Col. Richard. Som 
Otballeen William, Eſq; — 
Owen William, Eſq; | any 
Palmerflon Lord Viſcount. an] 
Poulet Hon. Vere,” Eſqi - = 
' Paulet Lord Harry. * — 
Peer Charles Armand, L Stew 
Pelham Hon. Henry, Stren 


25 
Pelham James, E 
7 ＋¹ * 


* 
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9 
Prowſe Thomas, Eſq; 
Pryſe Thomas, Eg; 
Pulteney William, Eſq; 
Pytts Edmond, Eſq; 


Roſs Hon, Charles, Eſq; 
Rudge Edward, Eſq; 
Ruſh John, Eg: 
Ruſhout Sir John, Bt. 
Sandys Samuel, Eſq; 

St Aubin Sir John, 

Scot David, Eſq; 


Seymour Sir Edward, Bt. . 


Shaftoe John, Eſq; 
Shippen William, , Eſq; 


Shuttleworth Richard, Eſq 
Shuttleworth James, Eſq; 


Slingsby Sir Henry, Bt. 
Smith Edward, Eſq; 
Smithſon Sir Hugh, Bt. 
Somerſet Lord Noel. 
Southwell Edward, Eſq; 
Spencer Hon John, Eſq; 


* 


Trevor 7 


| Jabs, Eg; © 
Pulli Jula, Bi: 
Nevel Thomas, Ze 
Rider Sir Dudley, Ke. 


Se Jobn, jun. Eſq; < 
William, Eſq; 
Speke George, Eg; © 4 
Stanboje Hom. Mam, Ey: 
Stert Arthur, Eſq; _ 
Stewart Col. James. 
Steele William, Eg; © 
Strickland William, Eſq; 
Stone Andrew, L; 
Stuart Capt. William. 
Sundon Lord. 
Talbot Hon. Joa, Eſq; 
T, on Edward, Ejq; 


Tower Chriflopher, Ejqz 


Townſend Foſeph, Eſq; | 
Townſhend Hon. Roger, E/q; 
Townſhend Hon. Thomas, Eſq; 
Treby George, Ejq; 

Morley, Est: 
Twffnel Samuel, Ei, 


Stanhope Hon. John, Eſq; 
Stapy lton Sir Miles, Br. 
Stuart Hon. John, Eſq; 
Stewart Archibald, Eſq; 
Strange Lord. Wager Sir Charles, Kt. 
Strode William, Eſq; Walker Thomas, Eſq; | 
1741. R Sydenham 


Turner Sir Fobn, Bt. 

Tyrrell James, Eſg; 
Pere Thomas, Eg: 
Wade General George. 
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.*. Walpolt Sit 3 5 
male js ir ter LN 11 
> Wa Jos Fart, I 


Waker Peter, 9 


Turner Sir Edwa VPFarabur inan, gs 
Twiſden Sir Roger, Rt. Weſt James, Ie «a; 
Tyrwhitt Sir John, Br. White Yb 


Vane Hon. Henry, Eſq; — 2 7. 
Vaughan William, Eq; Whitmore Milan, 
Vernon Geo. 2 Ea Wilſon Daniel, ;, 


Vyner Robert, 15 Williams Sir Nic las, Br. „ 
; Waller Harry, E | Wilmer Millan, E/g 
* Waller Edmund, * Wilkin/ot Andrew, 5 "OY 

Warren Hon. Phone, Bl Wintington Thomas, (4 

Watſon Hon | Wynn Donat, 1, 

Webſter Whifller, Wine Sir 

Wentworth Godfrey * Vn John, E 7 
Whichedte Thomas, El; Young Sir William 
Wigley James, Eſq; , York Hon, Philip, 4 


Wilbrabam Randle, Eſq; Yorke John, E 
Winford Thomas, ki,” re whe Hinds, *. 5 
4 


Wodehouſe Archie, Total X < 233 
Wright George e 
Wortle Tang, © 
Wynn Sir Watkin Wall. Bt. 

Total — 242 


eee Dec... 17. K of ſeveral Burgeſſes of the Town 
for Flint, of Flint, Rhyalan, Overton, Caerwys, and Ca 
complaining of an undue Election and Return for the Shire- 

Town of Flat, [Set p. 53.] was referred to the Commit 


of Eleckions. 
For the Shire of Of High Roſe, Eſq; for the Shire of Roſe ®. 
Roſs. Of Sir Robert Clifton and of Stephen — Ei; fs 


And for Retford. Fat Retford +, [See p. 9.] 455 


* Tanuvry 28, 1708, Refohvea that there ought to have been Twelve 
Days exchifive between the Day of Election of a Cotnmiſtivner to ſerve in 
Parliament for the ſaid Shire, and the Day appointed by the Writ of Sum- 
mons for the Meeting of the Parliament. 

+ April #5, 170t, The Right of Election was declar's to be as will in 
the Burgeſſes non-refident, as in the Burgeſſes refident within _ 
Borough. March 17, 1701-2, it was reſolved that the 
Freemen of the Borough, have not a Right to demand 2 
the ſaid Borough. Nov. 28, 1702, That Perſons not inhabiting 15 
Borgugh, are incapable of being made free of the faid Borough by an” 


to explain er | 14 10 247 
1 intituled, 4% 42 for i Projervativs of the pub Bill for preferv- 
lick Roads in England,” and that Mr Barhba/ft, the * 
Baliimort, Mr Sandys, 3 , and Mr Greville do 
prepare and bring in the ſame : D 


jnted to confider the Laws in with mw to 
I noobs. 3 
A Petition of Richard Lloyde, 3 e 5 
due Election and Return for de . Borough of Cardigan. — 
And of Benjamis Hyper, Eſq; and . f 
K fee of Edmend Herg — ein e 
A Petition Mun ate 
Jet, Elan. for Winebelſca, was ordeted to be heard ar Witchelſes, 
the Bar on the zoth of Jan. 
A Petition of the Bailiff and Burgeſſes of Knighton, Sc. 4 
complaining of an undue Election and Return for the Bo- 
_ of New Radnor t, was referred to the Committee of For Radnor. 
ections. 
Then it was refolyedt that an Address be preſented to his Ma- | 
jefty, to give Directions, that there may be laid before the 2 Adin fir 
Houſe, Copies of all Memorials, Repreſentations and Dectara- ,; — — 
tions 7, ſent either to his Majeſty or his Miniſters by the Queen from the 
of Hungary or ber , or 'Y Aren 3 


tion; And tHat all Sons of Freemen have « Right to the Freedom of the 

ſaid Borough. On the 17th of Jan. 1705, The Right of Election was 

declared to be in ſuch Freemen only 2a hors Right to ther Fogataes by 

Birth, as eldeſt Sons of Freetmen, or by ſerving feyen — 

a, of have it by Redetnprion N in 
the (aid at the Time of their made free. e 

of 2 0% 8 r 


as in the Lift rextted 
Bagh he of their 
of May, 1730, it was 
the Borough Tf feat le noe os 
digan ; and that the Right of | 
is in the Burgeſſes at large- of 


1 On the 12th of Novetnber, r69o, he Be of ta 
dared to be in the Burteſſes of Radnor, Ryadar 
and Kevenlice only. 

t A Motion was made for adding the Word Lt TTz ns after Drei a- 


2AT10Ns, but it paſſed iti the Negative, by 237 againft 225. 


- 


N TAY 


W of an 


An. 16. Ceo. II. lens to the Queen of Hungary or 
2 Letters which have been ſent 5 his in Minden 
| the Miniſters of the Queen of H ungary, or 
WD * Miniſters. to the Miniſters of the 'Queen of A 
the reſpective 18 relating to the State pf the = 
the Empire, and the Su 3 — Intereſts of the Houſe 


Auſtria, ſince the of the late Emperor. Alſo to ws 

before the Houſe, Copies of all Memorials, c. (as before 

Le 2 or to the French Vine or his Miniſters, with the reſpe&ve 
" Anſwers, from the Declaration of War with Spain, relating 

| to the {aid War, and the Intereſts of the Houſe of Ayia 
But a Motion being made, and the ion Put, 


The like Motion 
—— That the like Addreſs be — for Copies of all Memo. | 


K. 
rials, &c. (as before) to or by the King of Prata, &c, 
doen oer with the L . relating 5 the State of the 
War in the Empire, and the Support and Intereſts of the 
' Houſe of Auſtria, fince the Death of the late Empe! 
And the previous Queſtion being put, that that Queſtion tio be 
then put, it paſſed in the Negative, by 232 againſt 208. 
On the 21ſt a Petition of Villiam New and fra 
Petition for Mit- Raymond, Eſqrs. complaining of an undue Election *. 
chell. Raf Return for the Borough of Mitchell“. 
8 otton Bal- Alſo a Petition of Nicholas Robinjon, Eſq; for Watten B, 
A Petition of Alexander Nisbet, Deacon Conveener 0 the 
For Edinburgh. ſeveral Incorporations of Craſts or Trades in 1 
A Petition of the Deacons of the Baxters, Maſons and 
Wrights, Skinners, Fleſhers, Bonnetmakers, Surgeon-Apo- 
thecaries, Goldſmiths, Hammermen, Taylors, and Shoe 
makers of Edinburgh, ſeverally complaining of an undue 
5 Election and Return — the ſaid City. 182 4j 
* And alſo a Petition of Jeſepbh Chitty, Eſq; for gabs 
W [See p. 10. ] were ſeverally referred to the Committee of 
ES. Elections. 
For Bridport. Dec. 22. A Petition of ſeveral Electors for Bridport +, 
dn. 


A ſmall Hamlet: The firſt Return of Members, Anno 6, Edward YL 
The Right of Election was, on the 20th of March, 1700, declared by 
the Houſe to be in the Port-Reves, and Lords of the Manor, who art @- 
pable of being Port-Reves, and in the Inhabitants paying Scot and Lot. 

[| On the 1oth of November, 1702, the Right of Election was fe- 
clared to be only in the Inhabitants, paying Scot and Lot z and on the 
29th of June, 1714, a Motion being made, that Perſons- living in the 
Mint, or Rules of the Queen's Bench, and paying a Rent of 101. 
Annum, or -s „ have a Right to vote tho” they do not pay 
and Lot, the ſaid Borough: It paſſed in the Negative. 

F The firſt Return for this Borough was in the Reign of King E- 
ward I. The Corporation conſiſts of two Bailiffs and thirteen . 
The Right of Election is in the Inhabitants at large, being Hou 
who are upwards of 200. It was reſolved, Anno 1628, that the G 
monalty in general ought to have Voices in the Election, and that the 
Election was void in reſpect of the want of Warning to the Commonalt! 


_ * | 
- 
— | * 1 
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* 


& — 4 : by 4 63 Y 228 ; þ Zn $ | 
complaining of an undue Hection and Neturm for the Wd 4 x7. Os f. 
Borough ane 1 9 : | ” 


K * s Seen 7 ee 41. 
As al ef Ties Fybrr aid "Richard Laie, Ege for: Gan 
an undde Election and Return for Bg I * pry . 
were ſeverally referred to the Committee K K s. — — — 
Tben the Houſe proceeded to the farther hearing 


"0 


— 


of che ; 
Matter of the Petition for the City und Liberty of "Weft-" 
nine: Having examined ſeveral Witneſles'; and the 
Counſel on both Sides being withdrawn, à Motion was made 
and the Queſtion put. Willizin Lord Sunder is duly 
elected a Citizen for Weftminſier; it paſſed in the Negative, 
by 220 againſt 216. The Queſtion being put, That Sir» 
Charles Wager is duly elected a Citizen'for' the ſaid City! Weſtminſter | 
it paſſed in the Negative, by 220 againſt 215, and the ſaid igen ons 
Election was declared void. 9 n raging © 2 
And a Motion being made to adjoutn, it paſſed in the 
Negative; and it was reſolved, That Mr Jh Lever, High 
Bailiff of the City of Weftminflor, acted at the ſaid Electien 
in an illegal and arbitrary Manner, in Prejudice of the 
Rights and Liberties of the Electors of the ſaid City, and in 
manifeſt Violation of the Freedom of Elections. ad 
Then a Motion being made for taking the ſaid John Lever And the High - * 
into the Cuſtody” of the Serjeant at Arms f it was reſolved P=iorderedin- 
in the Affirmative, by 217 againſt 215. . 
A Motion being again made to adjourn, it paſſed in the 
Negative. | . 
ereupon it was reſolved, that it appeared to the Houſe, 
that a Body of armed Soldiers, headed by Officers, did, on 
the 8th of May laſt, come in a military Manner, and take Farther Reſoluti- 
Poſſeſſion of the Church-Yard of St Paul, Covent Garden, near ons thereupon, 
the Place where the ſaid Poll was taken, before the ſaid Electi- 
on was ended [See p. 14.] : And that the Preſence of a regular 
Body of armed Soldiers at an Election of Members to 
in Parliament, is an high Infringement of the Liberties of 
the Subject, a manifeſt Violation of the Freedom of Elec- 
tions, and an open Defiance of the Laws and Conſtitution of 
this Kingdom. It was alſo ordered that Nathaniel Blacker- 
by, George Howard, and Thomas Lediard; Eſqrs, do attend 
the Houſe on the 22d of Jan. next: On a Diviſion, Yeas 
206, Noes 200. - | 
Dec. 23. A new Writ was ordered for Droitwich (a), in , . 
the Room of Mr #irnington, who made his Eides 16 
Warcefler : And another for a Knight of the Shire for Su/- 
ſex (b), in the Room of James Butler, Eſq; deceas'd : For 
a 
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(a) Lord George Bentinck was electe. ; 
(d) The Earl of Middleſex, who had been choſen at the general Elec- . 
tion for Eaſt-Grinſtead, but whoſe Seat was vacated by the Acceptance 
ot a Place, was elected in his Roam, 
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| An. 1 ef the Shire * 

c * ha lern 6 ons 25 808 

ſor Hereford, in the Rem ; 
8 eee 

church, ſe), in the Room of Mr V 

tion for A: ay Nag ch 

of Lord irrer, deceas'd::. 
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— And for 4 Bages for Oh 
Room of George nale, Eiq; who 


Tnſolvent Debtors A Petition of the Pritam confacd 


& Dow in LE 


8 * 
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Z 2 Fre gg. We 


he wm Wellbore TY * and the Cake the * 
dered to raſe out the Name of Char tes Gore, 
Hungate Beagbaa, and Samuel Feake, Eiqri, 
their Petitions for #7xc 
Mr Barber preſented to the Houſe a er- 
and amend an AR. of lat See. For 4h e 


2 


© n Eg; who poll d * 


(d) Thomas Foley, — Va 
(e) William Sloper, ; wes choſen in tis Raves, hy 
— Lov Tem Banda Weſt Indies, is dad. 
7 Beauclenk was cleted in bis Plag. 
* Chl fe 
(h) ae Eſq; were elected. 
= Henry Conway Eſq; was elected. 
| (K) Jobn Moſtyn, Eſq; was elected. 
2 (1) Albert Nisbet, Eſq; was elected. 
| (m Sir Charles Wyndham, Bar. was elected. 
a 8 James —— 5 was elected. oF wy 1 
(o) He was Maſter Rolls. — 7 
p · 3] wes elected in his Place, 
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9. The — ® State of the Deba *"* 

of his Majeſty's Navy, as it ſtood at Chriffmas laſt 3 Alſo Accounts orders 
an Account of the Number of Seamen in the Royal Navy, ed. | 
from December 31ft, 1740, to December 3 iſt, 1741 : An 
Account of what Arrears of Land-Taxes, and —— 
Duties upon Houſes were ſtanding out at Chrifimas laſt, to 
laid — Houſe. PE Et a, 

Mr Secretary at War (« to pur- 
rr 
Garriſons, and other Land Forces ; alſo of the Charge of a Eftimates 
Regiment of Foot raiſed in America, for the Service in the | 
We:/t Indies; and alſo an Eftimate of the Charge of Ten Re- 
giments of Marines for the Year 1742, all which were or- 
dered to lie upon the Table. | | 

Vo T. XIII. IK Order - 
p) Sir John Strange, Kt. Sollicitor General was choſen. 

(q) He was Captain of Marines, and died at Cuba. The Hon. Stew- 
art M*Kenzie was choſen in his Place. 7 

1) William of Cavers, Eſq; was choſen in his Room. 
GE — the Bai, 

\ i » 

'u Sie Willa Tode | 


| | C 66* | 
Au. 15. Geo: 11. — ak an Acount of wh Sip of Wat eb 
1741. in Commniiflion an. 1740, to 31 c 
— alſo an Account of the Non ber of Ships of Wir, diss 
Accounts order- guiſting their Rates, as they Rood at Che, 90 5 a 
nid before the Houle. 416 ene $37" 
; Mr Francis Fane reported from the 2 Supply 
the following Reſolutions : I. That 40,000 
40,0005rume ed for the Sea Service for the Year 1742. II. That 4 & 
Man, per Month, be allowed for the 
1 Men; Which Reſolutions were * to by Us 
ou 
| Then the Houſe reoceodel tw the hearing" dd Vadlniahil 
; the Hon. Alexander Hume-Campbell, Eſq; and Sir Jab 
Election for Ber- Sinclair. Bar. ſeverally complaining of an undue Elechion 
wick e deter- and double Return for the Shire of of Berevich, — 
Examination of ſeveral Hours, it was reſolved, without a 
_ Diviſion, that the Hon. Alexander Hume-Campbell, Eiq; 
was duly elected and returned; and that David Hume, She- 
riff. Depute for the ſaid Shire, having accepted and returned 
to the Clerk of the Crown an Indenture of Return, not 
The Sheriff. De- ſigned by the proper Clerk, had acted arbitrarily and ille- 
pute order'd in- gally, in Defiance of the Laws of the Land, and in Breach 
22 of the Privilege of this Houſe ; And he was cedered" f 
OE of the Serjeant at Arms. | 
New Writs. . 20. A new wen was ondered for 2 Bargeſ for Je 
wifeck in the Room of Lord Sherard Manners (a), de- 
ceaz'd : Alſo for a Burgeſs for Tregony, in the Room of The- 
mas Watts (b), Eſq; deceas' d. 
i Sir Charles Wager (c) preſented to the Houſe the ae 
Eſtimates, Let. Eſtimate of the Navy for the Year 1742. 
ters, &c. pre= Mr Comptroller preſented to the Houſe, 3 to their 
ſented, Acdrefs to his Majeſty, ſeveral Letters, Memorials, c. 
= other Papers, all which were ordered to lie upon 97 
able. 
Mr Rawlinſon Earle (d), preſented to the Houſe an 1 
timate of the Charge of the Office of Ordnance for Land- 
| Service for the Year 1742. 
Petition ef Deb- A Petition of the Priſoners for Debt 1 in o t- Goal 
tors in York. York, was ordered to lie on the Table. 
WE Then Sir Robert Godfchall preſented to the Hoſe, a hes 
Longe Ie, tion of the Merchants and Traders of the City of Lade, 
chants relating ſetting forth, * That the Petitioners, with the utmoſt Concer, 
to the Conduct have found themſelves under the Neceſſity of ng, 
— War with 


(a) Lord Limerick was elected in his Place. | 
(d) George Cooke, Eſq; was choſen in his Room. 
(e) Firſt Commiſfiezer of the Admiralty, 

(4) Clerk of the Ordnance, 
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to the growing la- 

m the . 
off and _ F that during its whole Pro- 
 Contiguace, notwithſtanding the I epeated A 
2 e for Protection and 
dreſs, their isfortunes have conſiderably increaſ- 


eneral, the 
iſhooour of 
; 2 Three Hundred Ships and 
Veſſels have been already taken, (the grea teſt Part of. them 
in or near the ene Channel 204 Sounds gs) and carried 
into St Sebafliay, and other adjacent Ports; ; by. which 
Numbers of his Majeſty's moſt uſeful Subjects have been re- 
duced to Want and Impriſonment, or compelled. by inhy-- 
man Treatment, and deſpairing of a Cartel for the Ex- 
change of Priſoners, have enliſted in the Service of Spain ; 
that the 8 2 — that moſt of theſe Misfor- 
* 3 vented, conſidering the Weakneſs 
2 a few. of his Majeſty's Ships of 
2 been properly ſtationed, and the Commanders kept 
ſtrictly to their Duty; a Neglect, which appears the more 
ſurpriſing, as there was a Precedent, of an AR of Parlia- 
ment in 1707, expreſly made for thoſe Purpoſes, intituled, 
An 42 for the better ſecuring the Trade of this Kingdom, 
by Cruizers, and Convoys ; that by Means of this Neglect, 
and the many valuable Prizes the Spaniards have made, they 
have been encouraged and enabled to fit out ſuch Nambers 
of Privateers from St Secbafiian and Bilboa, excluſive of 
other Ports, as to render the Navigation to and from theſe 
Kingdoms every Day more and more dangerous ; and that 
* — © apd unexpeRied Power of the Enemy in the 
7 & SH gives the Petitioners Reaſon to apprehend, 
that their Trade is become extremely in thoſe 
Parts ; that there have been various N and Delays in 
the Appointment and ſending out of Convoys; and that out 
of thoſe few which have been granted, ſome of the Com- 
manders have paid ſo little Regard to the Ships under their 
Care, that they have deſerted them at Sea, and left them 
25 2 Prey to the Enemy ; and praying Leave farther to re- 
preſent, that the Navigation to and from ſeveral of his Ma- 
jeſty's Colonies has oſten been much expoſed to the Enemy ; 
ard that many Ships have been taken in the American Seas 
by tacir Privateers, principally as the Petitioners pre- 
ſame, to a Want of a ſufficient Number of Ships, or a proper 
Care in ſome of his Majeſty's Commanders, — » 
1741, ; 1 f TROLC 
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An. 15, Geo. H. thoſe Parts ; that many Ships have been brought into Danget, 
2 the arbitrary i 2 their ableſt out of the 
X omeward bound —_— the Land, or 
$ arrived to a Place of 8 | 
in the Profecotion of th cir Voyages 3 
. Leave to aſſure the Houſe, that they do not 
ſuch Captures as are the unavoidable 
but of ſuch only as have been occaſioned by 
Care for the Proteftion of Trade, which has,” 
whole War, labour'd onder an a N 2 
regard ; nor ſhall they ever be indaced, either by their 
Misfortunes, or future Apprebenſions, fo far to forget 
Duty to his Majeſty and the Legiſlature, as once to 
or murmur at the preſent War with Spaiz, which 
jeſty and — are ſo neceſſarily in, a 
the vi roſecution of which the i 
Tuns 1 ; andthe Feedatn of Navigation ſo evdendy 
depend ; and praying the Houſe to take 
their Conſideration, that ford. Frovidoo may bs made' fu 
the future Protection of the Trade and Navigation of theſe 
Kingdoms, as the Houſe ſhall think ft, and chat the Fed 
tioners may be heard by themſelves or Counſel thereupon,” * 
Ordered, That the ſaid Petition be — — 
the 
the 


Seeed Biddeford, Seutbampeen, L. 
Petitions of the ter, and Gl 


i „„ 
the Journals of the Commanders of ſ 
Several Accounts Likewiſe an Account of Ships of War built 
kae af Fate Majeſty's Yards, ane of Sip of War bail ey Ser. 
Merchants Peti - vice, ſince the 10th of July 1739, and of Ships purchaſed 
tions, for his Majeſty's Service, all fince the 10th of Ju, 17 
difti the Times when hunch'd, ed, 
firſt put to Sea, and on what Services em : Likewt 
an Account of the Ships of War inted as Cove 
3 1 Commencement of the — 
with Spain, diſtinguiſhing the Ships appointed, i 
Tete the Nees gs, tothe T of ke The i 
ſailing, and when they failed : Ard reſolved to preſent an 
Addreſs to his Majeſty to give Directions to lay before the 
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| An 15 Geo. Ul. - Ordered: in , Bil For the Getter: Gering + e: 
. | Parliaments; by: the Number; of Officers in the 20 ti 
The Place-Bill of Commons; and that Mr Sanche, Sir Mathis Williams ſu 
order d i in. Vn, Mr Charles Cholmondeley, n Mr Philips 'do-piepare th 
- A 25 and bring in the-late;). To fi 
* 9 . de Fodbags, rin ; pe 
iw ay mn te fre 
day by Mr Comperatler; be referred to a ſelect Committees; 7 
and that they do examine the ſame, and report to the-Houls m 
what they find material therein : It occaſioned a great De- Ad 
bate. Mr Pulteney K his Moticn with che follow- w. 
ing Speech: 0 je df 2:4 03 16,124 ſtr 
Mr Spealer, 1 $3 45, 5 nil 
Mr Ne s IuHave always Ane 4 — — of State ave lia 
Motion for re- called for by this Houſe, as well as when ſuch Papers ans an 
2 — 2 laid before us without being called for, it ſhould” be with Ha 
Geral Papers ſome Sort of View or Deſign. We know very well, "that ma 
laid before them When Treaties, Eſtimates or Accounts are laid before us Eit 
relating to the without being called for, it is generally with a Deſign 0 by 
— of the demand a Sum of Money, or Vote of Credit; and ſuch. De- ſte1 
_ mands have of late Years been uſually complied with, I be. Ar, 
lieve, by moſt Members of this Houſe, without ſo much for 
as looking at any. one of the Papers or Eſtimates, which an 
were laid before us as the Foundation of that Demand. fore 
This Practice, Sir, muſt be allowed to be a little extraordi- oug 
| nary ; but our late Practice, with regard to thoſe Papen mit 
that are expreſsly called for, has been much more ſurpriſing; 1 
for after the Papers called for have been laid before us, they Tir 
have been ordered to lie upon the Table, and there they find 
have generally lain, without the leaſt Examination, as if g bot] 
had had no View in calling for them, but that of 1 and 
the Bulk of our Votes by long Liſts of Letters, InſtruRions of o 
and Memorials. Experience has ſhewn, that when f apP! 
Papers are ordered to lie upon the Table for the Per ſued 
of the Members, they are ſeldom peruſed with Attention by Voul 
any, and when they are peruſed ſeperately and diſtiaQly nufa 
by a few particular Members, none of them have Authority Yea 
enough to prevail with the Houſe to enter into a ſtrict Ju- ever 
quiry, or to take into Conſideration the Errors, Miſtakes we! 
or Blunders, they may from ſuch Papers have diſcovered, By t 
For this Reaſon, Sir, and that the Nation may ſee we nufa 
do not put the Adminiſtration ta the Trouble and Expence forei 
of lay ing Piles of State Papers beſore us, without any View then 
or Deſign, either for the Service or Satisfaction of the Pub- Man 
lick, I think, when we call for any Papers of Importance, Man 
and they are accordingly laid before us, they ought of - 8 
r 


courſe to be referred to a ſelect Committee, that they may 
examine 
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tions, or Objections, | to 
ſuch a Committee malt always be, more on — 12 
their Report will have morn, Weight,? than the E 
tion or Report of any ſingle Member, who peruſes the 
pers e eee ir em why 
from. the e a. A >: | v1 JET #4 *- 1\nt 
When I argue in this Manner, Six L hope. wo Gare 
man will think, that I pris yy againſt this or any other 
Adminiſtration ; , for u Adminiſtration will al- 
ways be glad to have its Condut inquired into in the moſt 
ſtrict, regular, and aathentick Method; and if the Admi 
niſtration be weak or wicked, it is then the Duty of — 
liament to take that Method, which is the molt, regu 

and the moſt ee 
Haods of ſuch, an Adminiſtration ; therefore every Gentle: 
man muſt, with me, ſuppoſe one of theſe two Things 
Either, that the apa. I have advanced will be approve 
by thoſe who have the Honour of being gur preſent M 
ſters, or that their oppoſing it ought — proving 
Argument with every independent Member of this H 

for agreeing to it; and conſequently,, I maſſ look upon it as 
an eſtabliſhed Maxim, that all the Papers which are laid be- 
fore this Houſe, and deemed to be of great Importance, 
ought to be referred to the Conſideragion of a ſelect Com- 
mitte. 

" This, Sir, is à Maxim, which, will: hold, good at all 
Times, and in all Circumſtances; but when the Nation 
finds itſelf involyed in great Difficulties, when our. Aﬀairs 
both abroad and at home are apparently in great Diſtreſs, 
and when a general. Suſpicion prevails againſt the Conduct 
of our Adminiſtration 3 this Maxim 22 not. only to be 
approved, but in every Inftance, without » pur- 
ſued ; and that this is our Caſe at preſent, I ſhall endea 
vour to demonſtrate. With regard to our Trade and Ma- 
nufaftures, they have been upon the Decay for ſeyeral 
Years : Every Man is now. ſenſible of this Decay, and 
every Man is now convinced, that it is owing to the Taxes 
we have upon the Neceſfaries and Conveniencies of Liſe. 
By theſe Taxes the Subſiſtence of poor Labourers and Ma- 
nufacturers is rendered more expenſive in this than in any 
foreign Country, which of courſe renders it impoſſible for 
them to work ſo cheap, and this muſt neceſſarily make our 
Manufactures come dearer to foreign Markets than the 
Manufactures of any other Country. This has gradually 
diminiſhed the Quantity of our Exports to all Parts of the 
World, except to our own Plantations, and muſt, at laſt, 
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73. . | 
| FE ing to inſult or injure us, the An. 15. Geo. If, | 
e0] ave me ONE, and would fill r. 
| | | that, "at might = — 
5 | i hays paid off our Nb. Cd ne od hy ma 
3, But cab this be ſaid to be the Caſe? We hive 
n We have had vo Occaſion to pur 
| extraordinary Expence ; for I will venture 
to ſay, tha at if ve had not for theſe twenty Years paſt ſene 
one Miniſter or Courier abroad, nor one marching Re- 
giment on foot at home, the Balance of Power would have 
been more ſecure than it is at preſent, and we ſhould have 
been more confided in by our Friends, and more dreaded by 
our Enemies, than we are at this Time, or have been at any 
Time within that Period. 
It is ſomething ſurpriſing, Sir, but it is what the whole 
Nation is now convinced of, that every extraordinary Article 
of of Roos we have put ourſelves to for twenty Years paſt, 
Negotiarion we have entered into, and every Treaty 
. ve concluded, has contributed to embroil more and 
more our Affairs, both at home and abroad, and to render 
the Balance of Power in Faroe more precarious than it was 
before. By this Conduct, Sir, we at laſt found ourſelves in- 
volved in an open War with Spain, and threatned and dic- 
tated to by France, without one Ally to aſſiſt us, and with- 
out one Fund for carrying on the War, except an additional 
two Shillings upon Land ; for we can no more call the Sink- 
ing Fund a Fund for carrying on a War, than we can call 
the Funds appropriated to the Payment of che Intereſt grow- 
ing due to our publick Creditors a Fund for that Purpoſe ; 
becauſe the Sinking Fund was fo ſolemnly, as legally, and as 
authentically appropriated to the Payment of their Princi- 
pal, as ever the other was to the Payment of their Intereſt. 
In theſe Circumſtances we were, Sir, nay, I may fay, 
in worſe, when the late Emperor died ; for France, by ſend- 
ing her Squadrons to the Ve. Indies, and the Manifeſto ſhe 
publiſhed upon that Octafion, had in ſome Meaſure openly 
declared againſt us; and conſidering what little Sucreſs we 
have had againſt Spain alone, what Succeſs could we have 
expected againſt France and Spain united together ' againſt 
us ? From th this immediate Danger we were ſet free by the 
Accident of the Emperor's Death; for France then forelaw 
ſhe might have a better Game to play, and was therefore 
willing to keep fair with this Nation for a Time ; but how 
were we ſet free, Sir, from this immediate Danger? Sir, 
by the Balance of Powers being brought into the moſt im- 
minent, and in all human Probability, the moſt unavoidable 
Danger ; for, in my Opinion, nothing lefs chan 2 ä 
Vor. XIII. "» 
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(74 ). 
An. 100 Gb.. een e the utter Rin of the tone 
— Aria, conſidering the many Powers which, France Thr, 
Means to unite againſt it, and the little Afliſtance 
ceived from thoſe” who were both i is 7 and 
obliged. to ſupport it. "This, Sie, 1 * ha for a 
prevented our havin; France avowedly united with Spa A 
the preſent War againſt us. If the Emperor had bes we 
ſhould probably; before now, have 5 obliged to ſubt 
to ſuch Terms of Peace with Spain, as France 
preſcribe, ar we. ſhould have been no ſtanding gle, an 
Zone, againſt the joint Force of the two 0 
y : ies of Frence — Spain ; for conſidering how we had 495 
| rted the Emperor in the Year 1733, he would probably 
bave rejoiced at our Diſtreſs; conſidering how we 
treated the King of · Pruſſa for ſeveral Years paſt, he would 
certainly have "fuſed to give us any Aſſiſlance z andthe 
Dutch durſt not have ventured to have joined us, without A 
werful Confederacy. in Germany. By good Conduct, and 
ve Aſſitance of Providence, we might, per ye by our: 
{clves, have been able to have ſupported ſuch eſpeci- 
ally if we had by our former Oeconomy paid off abr Debts, 
5 freed our publick Revenue from Mortgage. We might 
_ carried it on with Glory, and ended it with Horigur ; 
but conſidering what a powerful Navy France might have 
fitted out, if the had no Way been obliged to divert her 
— 2 by a Land War, — conſidering how we ſhould 
have been obliged to divide our Naval Force, for the Pro 
tection of our Trade in every Part of the World, and for 
Defence of our Dominions in the Mediterrazcas, and in 
America, as well as at home, it muſt be allowed,, that ſuch 
a ee ſoppoſing the beſt Conduct on our Side, would have 
been extremely heavy and dangerous; and if it had been 
left to the 8 of thoſe, who have hitherto mana- 
with fo. lite Succels our War againſt Spain alone, ve 
uld certainly, before this Time, have been undone. 
From hence we may ke, 3 that tho* the Zupen 
Death, at the Time it e „ was unlucky for E 
and may, at laſt, prove unlucky for this Nation, yet it i 
pended, or put for a Time, the imminent Danger | 
were, then expoſed to; but are we now free ſrom this Dat 
ger? Does not every Man of common Penetration foreſee, 
- 42 if France be allowed to ſettle the Affairs of Germany. to 
her own Likeing, this Danger will recur upon us with it 
doubled Force? She may then dictate to moſt of the otbet 
— 4 of Europe : She may ; compel thoſe that formerly wy 
ve remained neuter, to join with Spain and her agaiul 
us aud thus, unleſs we ſubmit to whatever Fance 
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ſhould then have no Alternative: We muſt ſubmit; and 
in ſuch 4 _—_y who can tell what Sort of Submiſſion France 
might require 
7 This, bis, Sir is a 2 diſagreeable, a moſt wack 
* and it becomes the more ſo when we conſider, 122 
in ent diſtreſſed Condition of this Nation, and con- 
faled. tate of Europe, it is hardly poſſible to prevent the 
Danger, or to di Pans Cond s hangs over us ; for un- 
leſs we can bred ederacy which France has, by 
our Blunders, amv" 4 to pages. ainſt 'the Queen of 


Hungary, I am afraid, it will be i rags le for us, to fort. 


any counter Confederacy ; and con ae eſent Load 
of Debt we groan under, and the general 12 eſs ther 


occaſioned, it will be impoſſible 27 us to afford ſuch. 
werful Aſſiſtance to the Queen of Hungary, as may enable 
= to make Head againſt ſuch a mighty 
Thus, Sir, I hope, I have demonſtrated, that at preſent 
we labour under great Difficulties, and that our Affalrs are 
in the utmoſt Diſtreſs' both abroad and at home. This of 
itſelf is ſufficient for raiſing a general Suſpicion againſt 
the Conduct of our Miniſters From the many expenſive 
Negotiations we have of late Years carried on: From the 
many expenſive and unprofitable Treaties we have concluded ; 
From the vaſt nce we have put ourſelves to, for giving 


Weight to thoſe Negotiations, or for enforcing the Obſer- | 


vance of thoſe-Treaties, the People of this Nation expected, 
that the — of Euroje would have been by this Time 
ſecured, a Poſſibility of being attacked, and the 
Trade and 0 gation of this Kingdom ſecured beyond a 
Poſſibility of being interrupted ; and, conſequently, that 
from this Time we might have diſbanded our Armies, laid 
up our Squadrons, diſmiſſed our foreign Auxiliaries, and ap- 
plicd ourſelves fincerely and effectually to the paying * 
our Debts, and aboliſhing our Taxes. This, I fay? 

People expected: This they had Rake © to 'expeft; 2 
now, when they find 83 diſappointed in every one 
of theſe Particulars, they cannot but ſuſpect, they do moſt 
generally, and moſt violently ſuſpect, both the Wiſdom and 


Integrity of thoſe who, for ſo _ Years, have had the 


Direction of our publick Aﬀairs, and who have never been 


refuſed any Sum * thought neceſſary for ſecuring the 
Succeſs of their Meaſures. 


The Difficulties we labour under, the Diſtreſſes we are 
drove to, and che Danger to which the Liberties of Europe 
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to preſcribe, we ſhall e France, but moſt An.rs; Geo. IT, 
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may be owing, Sir, to the Folly or Ambition of foreign 
Courts, er to Events that could not be foreſen'or provided 
againſt : It may appear, that our Miniſters Haye done * 
human Wiſdom could direct, for preventing theſe fatal EK. 
ſects; but the preſent Face of Affairs, be ch at home and abtoad, 
affords ſuch a ſtrong Preſumption againſt them, that it's 
become the Duty of Parliament to make ah_Tnquiry i 
their Conduct. If they are conſcious of no Neglect, Wenk 
neſs, or Crime, they will promote that Inquiry, they Will 
aſſiſt us in every Step that is neceſſary for making that In. 
quiry ſatisfaftory to the Nation. If they behave otherwi 
it will add Strength to the Preſumption againſt them, # 
conſequently, ought to make us more zealous in performing 
our Duty to our Country. | ona nen 
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Thus, Sir, if at all Times, it ought to be Jook'd. on as . be 
Maxim, that all fuch Papers of Moment as are laid before bee 
this Houſe, ought to be referred to a Select Committee, this we 
Maxim ought, in our preſent Circumſtances, to be moſt te. the 
ligiouſly obſerved, and therefore, I ſhall conclude with mo- bee 
ving, That the ſeveral Papers preſented to this Houſe on 6 
* Monday laſt, and, likewiſe, the ſeveral Papers preſented ty our 
the Houſe Teftetday, by Mr. Cemptroller, be referred to are 
a Select Committee; and that they do examine the fame, duc 
and report to the Houſe, what they find material in them. duC 
Mr H. Pelham. This Motion being ſeconded, Mr. Henry Pelban flood but 
up, and ſpoke as follows : | 1 a Inq 
Mr. Speaker, | 3 "I far 
If a Parliamentary Inquiry into our paſt Conduct could and 
be carried on without any Interruption or Prejudice to ont acro 
future, no Man ſhould be more ready than I to agree to it; part 
No Man ſhould be more zealous in promoting it ; * falſe 
am convinced, it would terminate in a full Juſtification dilig 
thoſe lately concerned in our Adminiſtration, againſt all . 
Aſperſions and Calumnies that have been caft upon thejr ever) 
Conduct. But a Parliamentary Inquiry into the Conduct may 
Miniſters always has been, and always muſt be attended with be of 
reat Warmth ; for the moſt innocent Miniſter will always muſt 
ave a Party in Parliament zealous to condemn, and the molt ried : 
guilty will generally have a Party zealous to acquit. This muſt 
of courſe raiſcs a Warmth within Doors, and this Warmth his F 
within Doors will always occaſion Heats and Animofities nag 
without, which may riſe to ſuch a Height as to break out in to mi 
a Civil War. Of this we had ſach a late Inſtance, that it the N 
ean eſcape the Notice of no Gentleman in this Houſe. I 0050 


believe, few Gentlemen will now pretend to juſtiſy the Con- 
duc 
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Years of Queen e: I believe, "hoſt 
convinced, they were guilty of very Rig 
demeanors ; and yer, we alf know, a Pai Inquiry 
into their Conduct, was the Octalion'"of'a Civil War in the 
Kingdom, which might have been fatal to us, if we had at 
that Time been engaged in a foreign War, or if Bure had 
been in ſach a Sitatation as it is in at preſen t. 
I had then, Sir, the to be a Member of this 
Hoaſe, and I was, zealous for the Inquiry then ſet on Foot, 
becauſe I thought the Miniſters guilty, and becauſe I thought 
we had then an'Opportunity to inquire into their Conduct, 
without expoſing the Nation to any foreign Dunger. But 
for as much as I was convinced of the Miſcondut of thoſe 
Miniſters, if the Nation had been at that Time involved in 
a dangerous * War, or if the Liberties of Europe had 
been as much in Danger as they are at preſent, I ſhoald have 
been for ſuſpending our Reſentment againſt the Guilty, till 
we had fully provided for the Safety of the Innocent; and 
the Event ſhewed, that this Sort of Conduct would have 
been the moſt prudent.” : 04 1 SGT IG *11OUL 27898942 
This ought always, in my Opinion, to be a Rule 'for 
our Conduct, even when we are convinced that Miniſters 
are criminal, or have been guilty of ſome Piece of Miſcon- 
duct: How much more ought it to be a Rule for our Con- 
duct, when we are convinced of their Innocence, or have 
but a bare Suſpicion of their Guilt. When a Parliamentary 
Inquiry is ſet up, Innocence may be a Safeguard, but it is 
far from being a Safeguard in which a Miniſter can ſecarely 
and quietly pat his Truſt. He maſt not fit with his Arms 
acroſs, and truſt to the Honeſty of his Proſecutors and Im- 
partiality of his Judges. He muſt be watchful that no 
falſe Evidence ſhall be brought or given againſt him, and 
diligent and expeditious in detecting and expoſing it when it 
is. He muſt take Care to make his Innocence appear in 
every Inftance where it is attacked, and for this Purpoſe he 
may very probably be obliged to diſcover Secrets which may 
be of great Prejudice to the Nation. At the ſame Time, he 
muſt in every Step be watchfal, left any Point ſhould be car- 
ried againſt him by a factious Cabal, and for this Purpoſe he 
muſt diligently and earneſtly ſollicit the Attendance of all 
his Friends. Theſe Confiderations, Sir, muſt ſhew, that du- 
ring ſuch an Inquiry, no Adminiſtration can have Leiſure 
to mind the publick Bufineſs as they ought ; and beſides, 
the Neceſſity Miniſters are in ſuch Caſes reduced to, of di- 
vulging the Secrets of Government, in order to juſtify their 
Conduct, may be of infinite and irreparable AO _—_ 
0 3 
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convinced, that ſome pf 


very great Crimes or Maſdeme: bs 
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ſure, and cautious in granting pi 
meritorious M 5 

| to bimſelf a great Number of Enemies ; D 
4 1 ai 
43 clared Enemy to, the Miniſter, and of courſe endeavours ta 
propagate Calumnies againſt him; and. the  Misfortube... 

ee and Clamorous are generally 

lined to by the unthinking Part of Mankind. Tho 

be by far the moſt numeroas Part of Mankind, yet, I, hope, 

there are none of them in this Houſe, and therefore, w 

ever Rumours or Suſpicions may be ſpread without Doars, 

they will not be liſtned to here, unleſs they appear, to 


— upon indiſputable Facts, or very ſtrong Preſumy- 
tions,” 


* q f 


As to Fadts, Sir, notwithflandiog the many Kumi 
that are ſpread without Doors, I bave never yet head a 
Proof offered of any one criminal Fact againſt thoſe. concert» 
ed in our Adminiftration; and as to the Preſumptions that 
have been ſuggeſted, I do not think; there is the leaſt Founda: 
tion for any one of them. That this Nation laboars under 
great Difficulties, and that the preſent Poſture of Affairs, 
both at Home or Abroad, is far from being agreeable, 1 
ſhall readily grant; but to every one who, with  Candous, 
examines the Hiſtory of this Nation, and of  Exrape, fas 
Twenty Years paſt, it muſt appear evident, chat neither.of 
theſe Misfortunes can juſtly be imputed to any Deſigu or 
Miſconda& in our Miniſters. Our Debts were all contrafted 
long before the preſent Adminiſtration had a Being. _ Atleak, 
if any new Debt has been contracted. a much greater \old 
one has been paid off; for when our preſent Miniſters fs 
3 came into Power, the National Debt was larger than it 
| at preſent, and what was worſe, our publick Credit, by an 
ill managed Project, was almoſt entirely ſunk. They, by 
their Wiidom and good Management, ſoon reſtored the pa- 
blick Credit of the Nation, and they have fince * 
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with Regard to the due to Parliament, may have 
very bad Effet upon all of Men in this 
* Now, Sir, with to the preſent Poſtare 
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this Nation to be involvd in a War with Spain: I ſhall 
grant it is a Migsfortune to Europe, to have fo many of its 
Princes united for deſtroying that Balance of Power upon 
which their own Tndependency, at leaſt the Independency of 
all of them bat one, moſt abſolutely depends. But can either 
of theſe Misfortunes be imported to any Miſconduct in our 
Miniſters ? Our being involv'd in a War with Spain, is ow- 
ing to nothing but the Pride, Haughtineſs, and Obſtinacy 
of that Nation. Did our Miniſters adviſe his Majefty to 
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at Home and Abroad, I ſhall grant, it is a Misfortune to 
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Ground of Complaint againſt all future, as well as againſt : 
our preſent Miniſters; for no Man that ſerves the Crown 
will give up his Imployment, as long as the King inclines a 
he ſhould keep it, and defires. nothing of him, inconfiſtent fo 
with his Honour, or the Good of his Country, which, it s E 
well known, his preſent Majeſty will never deſire of any Man — 
that ſerves him; and this, perhaps, makes Gentlemen ſo of 
fond of getting into Imployment, but it is, in my Opinion, ps 
an ungrateful Return in Gentlemen, to endeayour to diſtreß th 
his Majeſty's Affairs, in order to . force themſelves into hu — 
Service. (8. 5 7 | ; ut bre 
Thus, Sir, I think, it muſt appear, that no one who ly 
has the Honour of having a Share in his Majeſty's Councils, St, 
can be blamed for the Misfortune of our being involyed in a ons 


War with Spain, and as little can they be blamed for the pre- 
ſent unhappy. State of Affairs in Europe, which is entirely 
owing to one of theſe two Cauſes : Either. to a fatal, I mgy 
ſay frantick Ambition in ſome of the Princes of Germayy, 
who, rather than not extend their Dominions, ſeem reſolyed 
to render themſelves dependent upon the Crown. of Fran; 
or it is owing to an unaccountable Obſtinacy in the Court of 
Vienna, who, rather than do Juſtice to their neighbouring 
Princes in Germany, ſeem reſolved to bring themſelves, and 
the whole German Empire, into a Sort of Subjection to his 
Moſt Chriſtian Majeſty. Which of theſe two Cauſes the 
Misfortune of Europe is owing to, I ſhall not pretend; to de- 
termine; but let it be which it will, our Miniſters cannot 
be blamed, It was not, it cannot be ſuppoſed to have been 
in their Power to govern the Ambition of the Princes of 
Germany, or to overcome the Obſtinacy of the Court « 
Vienra. : $4.4 1 
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thoſe, who 

being in his Majeſty's 
has yet been 
fered of any Fa 
thoſe Suſpicions 
not therefore to 

us into a 


thank God ! ſo deſperate, but that both may be if 
proper Remedies be ſpeedily applied. Our publick Credit 
is yet in a flouriſhing Condition: We may yet raiſe large Sums 
for the Support of a neceſſary War ; and if the Tranquility of 
Europe be reſtored, and eſtabliſhed upon a ſolid Foundation, 
we may ſoon pay off old Arrears, as well as what we may be 
obliged to contract for that — Purpoſe. The Confe- 
deracy formed againſt the Queen of Hungary is ſo unnatural, 
that it muſt of itſelf be diſſolved, unleſs the Princes of Germany 
be kept firm to France, by ſeeing it impoſliþle or dangerous to 
break from her. This may be prevented, if we immediate- 
ly unite amongſt ourſelves, and interpoſe with the whole 
Strength of the Britih Nation; but if, like ignorant and 
contentious Phyficians, we fit accuſing. one another of Mal- 
ice, the Patient may expire in the Interim.” © 
« I muſt, therefore, conjure Gentlemen to give over 
perſonal Animoſities, and think of nothing but giving his 
Majeſty that Advice, and thoſe Aids, which may be thought 
proper and neceſſary for providing againſt the Calamity that 
— us. If any Thing has been done amiſs, we may 
don find a proper Time for inquiring into ic, but the pre- 
ſent is far from being fo; and if .no immediate Inquiry be 
deſigned, we have no. Occaſion for referring any Papers to 
the Confideratioff of a Select Committee; for I cannot agree 
with my honourable Friend in thinking, that every impor- 
tant Paper, or Parcel of Papers, that are, or may be laid be- 
fore the Houſe, ſhould be referred to a Select Committee. If 
this were laid down as a Rule for our Conduct, weſhould have 
Time to do nothing, but to hear and conſider the Reports from 
ſuch Committees. It would therefore be impoſſible to ob- 
Vor. XIII M ſerve 
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Gentlemens Curioſity prompts them to defire u Sight of 


of, which they may eaſily do, becauſe the Papers are upon the 
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conſiſtent with the publick Safety. When the Papers thus 
called for are laid upon the Table, they examine them : If 
they find nothing material, their whole is anſwered; 
but if they find any Thing they think worth the Notice of 
the Houſe, they acquaint the Houſe with what they have 
obſerved, and if a Majority be of the ſame Opinion, the 
Houſe either enters into the immediate Conſideration there- 


Table; or refer the Whole to the Confideration of a Com- 
mittee, perhaps a Select Committe... 
This, Sir, is the uſual Method of proceeding in ſuch 
Caſes, and as no Obſervations have been made upon any of the 
Papers referred to in this Motion, nor any one Fact men- 
tioned from them for inducing us to take any of them into 
our Conſideration, I muſt ſuppoſe, that thoſe Gentlemen 
who have peruſed them, for I confeſs I have not, have found 
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nothing in them, they think worth the Notice of the Houſe; me 
and if they have not, I can ſee no Reaſon why we ſhould M 
give any Committee the Trouble to peruſe and examine of, 
them.” #030301 3 9 ſuc 

But, befides ſeeing no Reaſon for referring theſe Papers wil 
to a Select Committee, there are, I think, ſtrong Reaſons ſor 
againſt it. If this Motion ſhould be complied with; ãt will me 


immediately ſpread an Opinion abroad, that inſtead of taking 
proper Meaſures for the Time to come, we are going to en- 
ter upon an Inquiry into paſt Meaſures ; this will certainly 


raiſe Diviſions amongſt us, and may produce a Civil War It 
inthe Kingdom, or, at leaft a Breach between his Majeſty and mo! 
his Parliament, which will of courſe difable us from giving hop 
our Friends abroad any Aſſiſtance, or interpoſing any Mair Mo 
ner of Way in the Affairs of Europe; and the Conſequence of bac 
ſuch an Opinion's being ſpread abroad, may be moſt faral. ; 
'Fhe Princes now united in an Alliance with France, will 

then ſee it impoſſible td break off from that Alliance: The . 
other Princes and States of Exrope will ſee it impoſſible to form me 
any Confederacy, capable of giving a Check to the on, 
of France : The Queen of Hungary, deſpairing of any Re- be 
lief or Aſſiſtance, will immediately ſubmit to ſuch Terms 7 
as France ſhall pleaſe to preſcribe ; and the Court of France, a 
being free from the Fear of Controul, will ſet no Bounds to cou! 
their Ambition, Suppoſe their preſent chief Minifter ſhould or p 
be moderate in his Views; ſuppoſe he has no other Inten- is th 


tion than to reduce the Power of the Houſe of Auſtria, witl- 
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be forevdade fach an 


Motion ſhould be agreed to, it would be impoſſible to prevent 
a moſt tri Inquiry, and a moſt violent Proſecution's being 


ſet on Foot. There are many Gentlemen, I hope, both. 


within Doors and without, of. a moderate Diſpoſicion, and 


ſuch as have a Regard for the Safety of the Publick, 


than for any nal Reſentment. Thoſe Gentlemen may, 
as yet, be able to-govern and moderate the Temper of t 
Nation, or, at leaſt of this Houſe ; but if a Select Com- 
mittee were once named, I am afraid, it would be oat of 
their Power. That Committee would think it incumbent 


upon them to do ſomething : The Papers now propoſed to 


de referred to them would give them an Inclination to ſee 
others, and thoſe again would make them think it neceſſary 
to ſee more, till they had got all the State Papers, even the 
moſt ſecret before them; and in order to ſucceed in all their 
Motions for this Purpoſe, and to have their Report approved 


of, they would endeavour to raiſe, and would probably 


ſucceed in raiſing a moſt violent and revengeful Spirit, both 
without Doors and within, which might fall heavy upon 
ſome innocent Men, as well as upon the Guilty. The for- 
mer, his Majeſty would certainly, from bis known Juſtice 
and Reſolution, endeavour to protect, and what might be 
the Conſequence of ſuch a Conteſt God only knows. 

Thus, Sir, as I can ſee no Reaſon for this Motion: As, 
I think, it would be attended with the moſt ＋ * 
molt fatal Conſequences, I muſt therefore be againſt it, and 
hope the honourable Gentlemen will not inſiſt upon their 
Motion ; for even their inſiſting upon it may have a very 
bad Effect upon his Majelty's Negotiations 


The Hon. Alexander Hume Campbell ſpoke next. Mr Alex. Hume 


Sir, 

* The honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, has made 
me conſider the Motion now before you with great Attenti- 
on, and that the Houſe may do the ſame, I deſire, it may 
be again read by the Clerk at your Table. , 

The Motion being read, be went on thus. 

* I cannot conceive, Sir, how the honourable Gentleman 
could from this Motion take Occaſion to talk of Inquiries 
or perſonal Piques and Reſentments. Is there any Word, 
is there any Expreſſion in the Motion, that ſeems to inſi- 
nuate, as if an Inquiry were intended, or that can be thought 
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Sir, what we ought nel carefully to prevent ; but if 172 


Campbell. 
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, 1 ſhooldnorhave: 
he dreads 


near him had talk d fo this 
"believe, there is 
ſo much; and when one's Mind is ſtrongly po 
Fear of any thing, the 1 ofien preſets the Phan- 
tom when there is no real A ; but as I am convin- 
ced, the Hon. Gentleman who ſpoke laſt can dread no In- 
quiry, with reſpect to himſelf at leaft, I am amazed how this 
Queſtion came to preſent to his View the Phantom of an l. 
Wei there is nothing more in this Queſtion, nor, I believe 
any thing more intended by it, than a Examination 
of thoſe Papers, which wi certainly for with the 
Deſign of having them properly examined; and as they can- 
not be properly examined without referring them to à Select 
Committee, I hope to ſhew ſuch Reaſons for our 
with the Motion, as cannot be ſuppoſed to proceed from any 
perſcnal Reſentment, but I muſt beg Leave to ſay a Word or 
two about Inquiries in general, which the Hon. Gentleman 
has repreſented in ſo hideoos a Light. He has told us, Sir, 
that 132 Inquiries always raiſe Divifions, Heats, 
and Animofities, and have ſometimes raifed a Civil War in 
2 1 On the —_—_ I will venture to affirm, 
m the w Tenor of our Hiſtory, that the Preventing 
or Oppoſing of a Parliamentary Inquiry has always had that 
Effect; and that the giving Way to a Inquiry, 
- when the Majority of th x, A call*'d for it, never raiſed 
any. The Rebellion at the Beginning of the late Reign, 
was not occafioned by the Parliamentary Inquiry then ſet 
„dn vn Foot, but by a Pacobite Spirit which at that Time but 
prevailed in the Nation. Whatever Tranl- 

grfions the *r Miniſters had been guilty of, they had 
ound Means to ſet themſelves at the Head of a very nume-, 
rous and powerful Party in the Nation, who were attached 


to them, not by Bribery and Corruption, or any ſelfiſh View, 


but from a real, tho“ very wrong Principle. That Party 
wanted nothing but a Head for flying to Arms, and the In- 
quiry, indeed, furniſhed them with what they wanted. But 
is this the Caſe at preſent? Can it be ſaid, that our mw 
Miniſters have any Party attached to them from — 
They have no Party but ſuch as are attached to them 
Motives of Self-Intereſt, and as ſoon as you take from them 
the Diftribution of the Loaves and Fiſhes, their Follower 
will defer: them of courſe.” 
* We have therefore, Sir, nothing to fear from 

2 Parliamentary Inquiry, but a great deal from our neg 
it. The whole Nation, at tealt all thoſe who dare 


up 


with the 
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Majority in Parliament, it will ruiſe 
Government. Will our Friends 


an Inquiry, it has nothing to do in the te; much leſs 
with Admonitions againſt perional Piques and Animoſities ; 
for from what is now no Man can fear a 

Attack, unleſs he be conſcious, that from theſe Papers ſome- 
thing criminal in his Conduct may be diſcovered ; and I 
hope no Member of this Houſe will refuſe doing bis Duty 
towards his 
be diſcovered in any 
wards his 7 
is the 


preſent 
fairs both abroad and at home ? Would not a Phyfician be 
a Madman, to preſcribe to a Patient, without firſt examining 
into the State of his Diſtemper, the Cauſes from which it 
aroſe, and the Remedies that had before been applied? 
This is our Caſe at preſent. His Majeſty has defired our 


Counſel : If he had not, we are bound to give it, Peres 


the preſent melancholy. State of Affairs ; and for this P 
we ovght to examine into it as narrowly as we can. 1 


1 


Abit ſhould be prevented, Au. 25; Geo. 11, * 


Expectation 
tended with ſome 
of them, I can ſee, tha 


preſent threaten the Liberties of chis Nation, as well as the 
Liberties of Eurepe, with an immediate Diſſolation. 
gain(t the French and  Bawarians, becauſe they directly 1 
tack the Pragmatick Sanfion ; bat we are not obliged 
Treaty to aſſiſt her. againſt the King of Praſfa, becauſe 
aſſerts only what he pretends to be the antient Rights of his 
Houſe. We are therefore both in Honour and Juſtice obli- 
ged to inquire into the Foundation of this Diſpute ; for if, 
Praſſias Claim be juſt, and the Queen of Hungary obili- 
nately refuſes to do him Juſtice, it will free us from the Eu- 
gagement we are under, of aſſiſting her againſt the French 
and Bavarian; becauſe, tho* we have guarantied the Prag- 
matick Sarction, yet if ſhe by her Obſtinacy makes it more 
difficult and dangerous for us to perform that Guaranty, than. 
it would have been otherwiſe, it frees us both in Equity and 
Honour from that t. 
This, Sir, muſt ſhew how abſolutely neceſſary it fo 

us to examine ſtrictly into the Contents of the Letters, Me- 

morials, and Papers — 2 before we can give any. 
Advice to his Majeſty, with regard to the preſent State of 
Affairs in Europe; and particularly, Sir, I muſt mention the 
Treaty between his Majeſty and the Queen of Hangar, 
dated at Hanover, Jane 13, 1741. OP = 
with every Paper, previous and conſeq —_— 
\ ought to be examined in the — — — we can 
jucge how Matters ſtands between us and the Queen of E. 

ary. 
6 ken, Sir, with regard to our War with Spain, as 
there have been many Diſputes between France and us, on 
Account of that War, and as its Continuance very much 
depends upon the impartial as well as neutral Behaviour of 
the French, we ought certainly to examine carefully the Pa- 
pers, betore we offer any Advice to his Majeſty, relating wo. 
the future Conduct of the War. The Caſe may ſtand be- 
tween the King of Prata and Queen of Huxgery, ſo as 
to free us from any Obligation to atift her; but if ic ſhould 
appear, that the French have aſſiſled the Spaniards as much 


as they could in an urderhand Manner, we may from thence then 
jodge, 


It is therefore high Time for his Majeſty's 
great Council to interpoſe with its Advice. From ſuch an 
Interpoſition our Friends will conceive Hopes, our Enemies 

Appreherfions.” | 
* This, Sir, makes me follicitous about the Suc- 
ce's of this Motion; becauſe the Fate of Ezrope, as well as of 
this Nation, in a great Meaſare, depends upon it. If this Mo- 
tion be agreed to, I ſhall expect to ſee the Queen of Hagan 
continue to reſiſt the Torrent of Enemies that have broke in 
upon her, with that ſurpriſing Firmneſs of Mind the bas hi- 
therto manifeſted : If this Motion ſhould be rejected, PE 
| y 
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* xc; Geo. II. ally if b a great Majority; L fear, it may att 

| * ow hon, BER upon her Councils, by making: them deſpair, 

| and ſubmit g 1 r 
Affirmative to the Queſtion,” \ 1D 205. 41 

Mr Winnington. Hezeupon Mr Ve. * lake 9th flowing Edu 
- Mr # 
| Whatever Gentlemen may pretend, it is evident, that 
the Motion now under our Conſideration, muſt produce an 
Inquiry, and a very general one too. Lou are deſired to 

Select Committee, and, I ſuppoſe; the next Mo- 


r A 4.4 


a t a 
_ tion will de to make it a Secret one ; to do what? To 
examine the ſeveral 1 


1 
to report what they may cbink material in them. 
Ane Moidh tht aw Raquicy into the the Aﬀairs. — 
Papers relate to ? It is certainly therefore a Motion ſor a 
particular Inquiry. But can any one imagine the Inquiry 
will ceaſe there? An Inquiry into thoſe Affaire will natu- 
rally, and even neceſlacily, produce an 


catenation between Stati Affairs, domeſti 
precedent and ſubſequent, that it is 1 
one without a thorough Infight into 
arrive at a certain N when the the 
Nation began to a new which probably wi 
as far back as the Acceſſion =" his late Majeſty 
Throne. 
Whether we can find Twenty-one - 
Houſe, fit to be intruſted with all the Secrets of « 
vernment, is what I very much queſtion, but 
ſure of, that when a Secret Committee is once 
inveſted with the uſual Powers, no one can tell how fax 
will go. The Mind of Man is naturally c — 
of diving into Secrets, eſpecially when they think 
thereby raiſe their Character, purſue their Intereſt, or 
tify their Reſentment. We may therefore ſuppoſe, that this 
Secret Committee will extend their Inquiries as far as pol: 
ſible, and that in every Report they make, they will refer 
it to ſome Affair not yet inquired into. This will give 
them a Pretence for deſiring an Extenſion of Power, 
as the Majority of the Houſe will probably be as curiow 
as —— their Deſire will be readily granted. Thus 
Houſe, inſtead of putting a Stop to their P 
probably encourage it, and his Majeſty can put an End to 
it no other Way than by a Diſſolution or Prorogations * 
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ing the preſent Circumſtances of Things, that would 

be one of the leaſt Evils we ſhould have to fear ; for while 
in cutting one another's Throats, the Li- 
urope would be undone, and the Nation itſelf 
would fall a Prey to its moſt antient and moſt inveterate 
Enemy. That an Inquiry into the paſt Conduct of our 
ublick Affairs would have ſuch a Tendency, has, I think, 
290 confeſſed by thoſe who have ſpoke in Favour of this 
Motion. It has been allowed, that the Inquiry at the Be- 
ginning of the late King's Reign, furniſhed a Head for 
the diſaffected Party ; and that this was the Cauſe of the 
Rebellion muſt likewiſe be allowed, for without a Head, 
the Diſaffected, or if you pleaſe, the Party attached to the 
former Adminiſtration, could never have had Recourſe to 
Arms. How are we ſure, that an Inquiry at this Time 
may not produce the ſame Effect? It is gratis difum to 
ſay, that no Man is attached to our preſent Adminiſtration 
but from Motives of Self [ntereſt : I might as well ſay, that 
none but Jacobites and Republicans are againſt it. | 
* All thoſe who approve of our publick Meaſures, and 
are convinced that nothing has been done amiſs, muſt be 


and would, nay ought to ſtand up againſt their being un- 
juſtly condemned by a prevailing Faction in Parliament; 
we are not therefore to ſuppoſe, that our preſent Miniſters 


ing unjuſtly paſſed againſt them in Parliament. And as Se- 
cret Committees generally pique themſelves upon finding 
Fault, and 'upon getting their Opinion approved of by a 
Majority, ſuch a Cenſure would probably be the Conſe- 
quence of an Inquiry, which might put the Friends of our 


Miniſters upon defending them by Arms, fince they found 
they could not defend them by a Majority of Voices in Par- 


liament. 


Vor. XIII. N a * To 


© A Civil War, Sir, is in itſelf a moſt terrible Evil, but 


attached to the Government from a Principle of Juſtice, 


would be deſerted by all their Friends, upon a Cenſure's be- 


Confulion. From 4. +5, deu. 
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Aw 15.Geo. u. . To. ths © aff de Si, che Dipget, of in kee 
2 <p. being prevailed on to-thipk, that the Proſecation of his Mi- 

niltess proceeded from a Jacobire or Republican Spirit © 

Parliament, and that, tho* the Attack was firft made uf 
His Minifters, it was principally defigaed age ſt 'himfelf, as 
againſt the moſt eſſential Prerogatives of his Crown, "This 

Bellet his Majeſty may the more eafily be brought into, fran 

the Example I the Parliament of the Year 1640. | 
Parliament, or at Teaſt the principal Leaders of it, had cer- 
fainly, from the very Beginning, a Defign againſt = 

Crowa ĩtſelf, but they covered their Deſign under the Ci 

of a Deſire to punĩſſi guilty Miniſters, and a Zeal for that 

very Conſtitution which they intended to deſtroy. "The 

attack'd the King's Miniſters, and thoſe Miniſters, perhaps, 

deſerved the Attack, but the Conſequence ſhewed, that 

their chief Deſign was againſt the Crown. In this, it is 

now certain, they were encouraged by the Court of France, 

and ſome of them, perhaps, were bribed by French Gold. 

May not the ſame Thing happen again? May not the Ma- 
jority of this Houſe be influenced by a Jacobite or Republi- 
can Spirit, ſupported by French Promiſes aud French Gold? 
If this ſhou!d happen to be the Caſe, his Majeſty would be 
obliged to defend himſelf and his Minifters by Force of 
Arms; and ſuppoſe this were not really the Caſe, yet if his 
' Majeſty ſuppoled it were, the Effect would be the ſame. g 
We ſhould therefore, Sir, be extremely cautians of po- 

ing upon an Inquiry into the Conduct of Miniſters, unleſ We 

have ſame very ſtrong Proofs of their being guilty, and 

ſuch as may give our Sovereiga Reaſon to think they are f. 

Such Proofs ate neceſſary not only in Juſtice to our Miniſters,” 

Who ought not to be ſubjected to the Trouble and Danger 

of a Trial, without any Sort of Proof, but alfo in reſpec 

to our Sovereign, and in order to prevent his having any Su-' 
ſpicion, that the Inquiry proceeds from Diſaffection to him, 

or from a concealed Deſign againſt his Crown and 2 

Such a Caution is neceſſary at all Times, but eſpecial! at 

Preſent, on Account of the Circumſlances of our Aﬀdrs, 

both domeſtick and foreign. With regard to our domeftick 
Affairs, it is well known, that there is fill a very frong 
Spirit of Jacobitiſm in the Country, and therefore, when 2 
Spirit of Inquiry prevails in Parliament, the King has Rea 
{on to believe it proceeds from a Spirit of Jacodirifm, unleſt 
by the Proofs upon which that Inquiry is founded, he ſhould. 
be convinced, that there are very good Reaſons to ſuſpett 
his Miniſlers having been guilty of Miſconduct. Then with 
regard to tae Circumſtances of our Affairs abroad, we are in 
open War with Spair, and upon very bad Terms with 
France, 


* 
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ance to the Queen of Hangazry... lion between his 


is Parliament would prevent our being able to 
the War againſt aun with Vigour, or to give any - 
Diſturbaice to the Projefts of France It is va the 
Intereſt of both, to raiſe, if poſſible, ſuch a Oy 
and for that Purpole to re an Attack upon the beſt Mi- 
niſters of the Crown. i his his Majeſty has, at this Time 
eſpecially, great Reaſon to be jealous of ; and if he ſhould 
ſee any of his Miniſters attacked in Parliament without 
Proof, without fo mach as an Allegation of any particular 
criminal Fact, would not he have great Reaſon to conclude, 
that the Attack proceeded from French and Spaniſh Gold, 
and that according to the old Maxim, Principiis obfta, he 
was obliged, both tor his own Safety, and the Safety of his 
Kingdoms, to ſtifle it in its Infancy. wa F 
Bat the Inquiry now propoſed is not, it ſeems, with a 
Deſign to attack any of his Majeſty's Miniſters, or to diſco- 
ver any Crimes or Overſights in their Conduct, but merely 
to enable us to give his Majeſty our Counſel and Advice 
upon the preſeat Poſture of Affairs. Sir, if the Adyocates 
for this Motion have ſuch a Knowledge of our ancient Con- 
ſtitution as they pretend, they muſt know, that to counſel 
or adviſe. is the proper Buſineſs of the other Houſe: Our 
Buſineſs is to conſent : Our very Writs ſhew, that this is 
our proper Province; and therefore, I think, we ought not 
to be forward in offering our Advice, except when it is 
particularly and expreſsly aſk'd by his Majeſty. In his 
Speech from the Throne bis Majeſty has, tis true, told both 
Houſes, for this Part of the Speech is addreſſed to both, 
that the Poſture of Affairs makes our Counſel and A ſſiſtance 
neceſſary. Whether theſe two Words ought to be taken 
jointly or ſeparately is the Queſtion ? According to our an- 
tient Conſtitution, they ought to be taken ſeparately: The 
Word Counſel ought to be ſuppoſed to be directed to the 
other Houſe, and the Word A fance to this. The Peers 
are to adviſe ſuch Meaſures as they think neceſſary: The 
Commons are to aſſiſt by granting ſuch Sums as are neceſſary 
for carry ing thoſe Meaſures into Execution. But ſuppoſe 
the Wards were to be taken jointly, we are not from hence 
to conclude, that we are to determine what Points we are 
to give our Advice upon. We ought to ſuppoſe, that his 
Majeſty will afterwards communicate to us, by Meſſage, the 
Points upon which he defires our Advice; and when he does 
ſo, he will certainly order all the neceſſary Papers to be 
laid before the Houſe, or if they are of ſo ſecret a Nature 
1741. N 2 that 
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9) 1 
1g. Geo. 11. that they ought not to be laid before S ee 
17.  ſembly, he will defire us to appoint à Secret Committee for 

inſpecting ſuch Papers as he may think fit to communicate, 
To wait for ſuch a Meſſ: rs boom haters bore ck 
Sphere, and with due ReſpeR to our Sovereign, 
to our antient and real Conſtitution. To ad 
would be a Breach of our Duty to our Sovereign, and ſuch 
an Incroathment upon our Conſtitution, as might at this 


bens be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to the Li- 
5 as well as the Liberties of our native 


© l Rave un Sie, 1 bend 1 nay freely 
An chat e t it my Dacy, "tor ts TDi 
have any Call to examine how Affairs ſtand between us and 
the Queen of Hungary, and much lefs between her and the 
King of Praſſia; nor do I think we ought to examine how 
Matters ſtand between France and us with regard to our 
War with Spain. When his Majeſty defires our Advice, 
it will then, and not till then, be neceſſary to examine the 
Papers already laid before us, or ſuch as may hereafrer be 
laid before us, relating to any of the Points upon which 
that Advice is deſired; and if his Majeſty ſhould require it, 
but not otherwiſe, I ſhall be for appointing a Select and Se- 
cret Committee for examining into ſuch Papers as his Ma- 
0000 


1 7 Aden Sir, it muſt appear, that if the Motion now be- 
fore us be deſigu d as a Foundation for an Inquiry into the 
Couduct of our Miniſters, it ought not to be complied with; 
and if it be defign'd only as a Step towards enabling us to 
give his Majeſty our Advice, it is too early. Let us ext 
mine it therefore in what Light we will, it appears to be 
improper. This is my fincere Opinion of it, and for this 
Reaſon, I hope the honourable Gentleman will excuſe = 1 
I give my Negative to his Motion.? 

Sir Watxin Wil- Mr Winnington was anſwered by Sir Watkin Williazs 
tams Wryanne, Nyrze 
Sir, 

* If the Houſe were to be directed by ſuch Reaſoning as 
an Hon. Gentleman has made uſe of againſt this Motion, we 
ſhould never inquire into the Conduct of any Miniſter, nor 
into the State of any publick Affair, foreign or domeſtick, 
but when the Miniſter ſhould pleaſe to give us Leave; I fay 
Miniſter, Sir, for there has always been a Sort of Gentle 
men in this Houſe, who make uſe of the Word Sovereign in- 
ſtead of Minifter, in order to give an Appearance of Reaſon 


to an Argument which would otherwiſe a in itſelf r- 
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guilty a Miniſter is, the more poſitively, the more 
inſiſt upon his Innocence, and that there- 


that Station, unleſs it be at his own Defire, and with a View 
to juſtify and applaud his Wiſdom and Conduct; nor into 
the Behaviour of any diſcarded Miniſter, unleſs it be to ſatisfy 
the Revenge of ſome {i ing one ; and what a pretty 
miniſterial Tool this A t would make of a Parliament, 
I ſhall leave to the deration of thoſe Gentlemen who 
make uſe of it. | 

* For my Part, Sir, I ſhall always be of Opinion, that 
the leaſt Suſpicion of Wickedneſs, the leaſt Suſpicion of 
Weakneſs, in the Conduct of any publick Affair, or in the 
Conduct of our publick Affairs in general, is a ſafficient Foun- 
dation for a Parliamentary Inquiry. Nay, ſuch np 

dag 


| —_—_ | 
An. 15. Geo. H. ought to be often ſet on Foot; even when there 
4547. Ccion-of any Mi ſconduct. Shall a Miniſter ſay, I have been 

tao be put to the Trouble of having my Conduct inquir d in- 

to. Sir, a Steward may as well ſay, I have been a very he- 

neſt Man and a good Steward, and therefore onght not tobe 

put to the Trouble of paſſing my Accouncs. Every Gentle. 

man knows, that the proper, and indeed the only Wan 1 

keep a Steward honeſt, is ME EY 

Accounts. A good Steward will defire it, and ſo will a gau 


Miniſter ; for a Miniſter is but a Steward for the Publak'; | 


and therefore when I find a Miniſter ufing all his Art to enade 
or ta Parliamentary Inquiry, it will always give mea 
Safpicion 


of his Conduct, and conlequently will with me be 
a prevailing Argument for ſetting up immediately an ima 
tial and ſtrict Inquiry. This, Sir, was the Maxim gf our 
Anceſtors : By this Maxim they have banded down to as cur 
Liberties and Properties. Without this Maxim we. hall 
hand nothing down to our Poſterity, but Slavery and Fo- 


verty. 2 » 7 ed 
A Civil War, I ſhall grant, Sir, is a terrible Misfortune ; 

but it is far from being the moſt terrible; for I had rather 
ſee my Country engag'd for twenty Years in a Civil War, 
than to ſee it tamely ſubmit but for one Year to miniſtenal 
Bondage; therefore, if this Country ſhould ever be redac'd 
to the fatal Dilemma of being oblig d to give up its Liber 
ties, or engage in a Civil War, I hope no trae Britoe would 
balance a Moment in his-Choice. Thank God ! this ia not 
our Caſe at preſent. I hope the Fate of this Queſtion will 
ſhew it is not our Caſe ; for from our Inquiry into the C 
duct of our preſent Miniſters, no Civil War, I am fure; can 
enſue. If they are innocent, an impartial Inquiry will aft 
fy their Conduct. To ſappoſe otherwiſe, would be offering 
the higheſt Indignity to this Houſe, which has never am» 
peach'd, nor paſs d any Cenſare upon a Miniſter without 8 
juſtifiable Cauſe. If our Miniſters are guilty, they ought w 
be puniſh'd, and his Majeſty has too much Wiſdom: to 
think of protecting a guilty Miniſter againſt the . Juſtice-of 
the Nation. To ſuppoſe otherwiſe, would be offering the 
higheſt Inſult to the Crown. Nik 
What Motives Gentlemen may have for being attach d 
to our preſent Miniſters, I do not know, nor ſhall determine: 
but when - Gentlemen poſſeſs d of Poſts which they got by 
his Favour, and perhaps hold at his Pleaſure, are almoſt the 
only Perſons that appear in his Vindication ; the Preſumpucn 
militates ſtrongly againſt the Diſintereſtedneſs of their 
Behaviour, as well as againſt the Uprightneſs of his ”= 
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duct; and whatever foch Gentlemen may pretend! if Wis Au. f. Oed. Tf 
Majefty hould n | = == 
believe, tro Man in the Kingdom wppretiends, that any of 
. tempt drawing their Swords in his Defence. 
7 "Pulte | 


of — 8 - therefore not in the leaſt to 
apprebended «fair Inquiry into our Miniſter's Con- 
duct; but catering the Suſpicions and BxpeRarions of th*® - 
People, if this Seton of Parliament ſhould end without-fath 
an Inquiry, a Civil War” may very probably be the Couſe- 
quence. 'The People will not, but his Majeſty * 
that our Neglect to inquire proceeds from bar Opinion f 
his Innocence. The People feel the Effects of his Miſcons 
duct, and may, perhaps, feel them every Day mote and 
mose: This will make them imagine, that our Negle 9 
inquire proceeds not from our having a good Opinion of bis 
Conduct, but from our having a Share in his Plunder! On 
the other hand, his Majeſty neither does, not can feel theft 
Effects: At leaſt he cannot frel them till it "is t 
prevent the Conſequences; and as be bas a good ; 
of his Parliament, he will naturally ſuppoſe the Conduct of 
his Minifler to be wiſe and upright, becauſe his Partiament 
has neither condemned it, nor fo muck as inquired into if; 
Thus his Majeſty may be prevailed on to continue him at che 
Head of the Adminiftration, notwithſtandiog the People's 
being generally convinced, that he is every Day undermining 
their Libertiet, by Means of a vena? and corrrupt Parlia- 
ment; and if this ſhould be the Caſe, I muſt conclude, that 
a Civil War will certain! 32 or I maſt form a muck 
more difagreeabſe Conclofion, which is, that the People of © 
this Country have ſo much from the Virtue and 
Courage of their Anceftors, that they chuſe rather to ſubmit 
tamely to Slavery, than to run the Riſk of aſſerting their 
Liberties by the Sword.” - gen [A 
A Republican and Enthuſiaſtical Spirit join'd her, 
was, tis true, Sir, the ultimate Cauſe of the Ruin of King 
Charles the Firft, but it was far from being the Original. 
The firft and original Cauſe of the Ruin of that unſortunate 
Prince, was his allowing himſelf to be for the 
firſt fifteen Years of his Reign, by Miniſters that were 
hareful to the People, and protecting thoſe Miniſters againſt 
all Inquiries and tions in Parliament. By this means 
he raiſed and fomented a Republican Spirit in the Nation, 
to ſuch a Degree, that the People would not be ſatisfied 
with the Sacrifice” of a few. | They had conceived ſuch a 
Jealouſy of the Power of the Crown, by the ill Uſe his 
Miniſters made of it, that nothing would fatisfy them but 
2 Diminution of that Power; and his taking Arms - De- - 
ence 
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tiently bear this, for Fear of involving the Nation in 
vil War? I hope, I ſhall never hear ſuch a cowardly 
trine inculcated within theſe Walls. It is a Doctrine 
breathes nothing but Slavery, and ſuch as will never, 
hope, be harbour'd in the Breaſt of any Britiſbß Subject. 
© The Fears, therefore, which the Hon. Gentleman 
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would ſome Time or ether be impartially inquired into ; and 
as former Adminiſtrations have not been free from Saſpicions, 
no more than the preſent, I hope it would bn 


r : | | 
them t00,.. by; convincing; the World that thoſe- Soſpicions An-15. Geo. ft. 
were my 6 227770 Won, ftv Nn | — 

« I hope I have now ſhewn, that the Hon. Genleman's , 
Arguments againſt this Motion are of no Weight, even upon | 
the Suppoſition of its being intended as the firſt Step towards 
a Inquiry ; and his Argument . againſt it, upon the 
Suppoſition of its being intended only as a neceſſary Step 
towards ing us to give his Majeſty proper Advice in 
the preſent Poſture of Affairs, will appear to be of no greater 
Weight, eſpecially, if by the ſame Change of W we 
ſtate his Argument in its true Light. He has told us, that 
if we are to give any Advice to our Sovereign, for whether 
we ought to do ſo ſeems with him to be a Doubt, we oaght 
not to think of giving Advice, unleſs his Majeſty not only 
defires it in general Terms, by his Speech from the Throne, 
but likewiſe by Meſſage, directs us to the particular Point. 
upon which we are to give our Advice. We all know, Sir, 
that Speeches from the Throne, and Meflages from the 
Gwen, as 5,0 er to be the Speeches and 
Meſſages of the Miniſter ; therefore, to put this Argu- 
ment in the Language of Parliament, it will ſtand thus: 

* Let us be never K 

* miſled by his Miniſter, we ought not to give him any Ad- 
vice, unleſs that Miniſter points out to us by Meſſage, the 
* Subje&t upon which we are to give Advice.” I hope it 
will be granted, Sir, that an Addreſs to remove a Miniſter 
is a Sort of Advice, and often a very wholeſome Piece of 
Advice, but according to this Doctrine, we can never adviſe 
our Sovereign to remove any Miniſter.” 

I am really ſorry, Sir, for being obliged to ſet the Ab- 
ſurdity of this Doctrine in ſuch a ſlrong Light; but in Juſ- 
tice to my Country I could not avoid it. If we are never 
to adviſe our Sovereign in any Caſe, but ſuch as is pointed 
out to us by his Miniſter, no Miniſter will ever defire the 
Advice of Parliament but when he is aſſured, they will ad- 
viſe juſt as he has before reſolved, and ſuch Advice can ne- 
ver be of any Service to the King, tho' it may be to the Mi- 
niſter, by taking the Odium of a bad Meaſure off of his 
Shoulders, and fixing it upon the Parliament ; but I hope I 
ſhall never ſee ſuch a Parliament in Great Britain. 

Now, Sir, with regard to the Right we have, or the 
Obligation we lie under, of offering our Advice to our So- 
vereign ; as the honourable Gentleman ſeemed to doubt of 
it, I hope, I ſhall be indulged a few Words upon the Sub- 
jet. To conſult and adviſe is, I ſhall grant, the Buſineſs 
and the Duty of the other Houſe, perhaps more properly 
than of this ; but whea the other Houſe happens to be de- 
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Sir Will. Vonge. 


Deficiency. We muſt know better than the 
whit may be agreeable or diſapreeable't6 the F | 
it is "our proper Provinte, to give our Advwiee zu Favour of 
what we think will be fo, 2 againſt what we think win 


be otherwiſe. But ſuppole % were in no Ciſe | adviſe y} | 


ate not we to conſent, and have not we a Right to e. 
fuſe that Conſent to any Meafure we think ent with 
the publick Good ? Is it not then our Duty to examine” 
every publick N when it is attended with a 
publick Expence, Which is the 

we examine it as to determine whether we ought to con- 


ſent to it or nd, without ſtrictly examining au the Letters | 
| | N © 30013. e 4 ; 
45 we! 


and Papers that telate to it. > © ＋ 0 
Suppoſe w ſhould iff this Seffion. be called on 
probably may, tg grant a dum of Money for che Alfftance 


grant, without Ending bow Affairs ftand between Frante* 
and us, as well as Between us and the Queen of Hungary, 
For if we ſtand upon bad Terms with France, we ought 
certainly to be the more zealous, and to grant the more 
liberally, for the Support of the Queen of Hungary, Thos, 
Sir, it muſt appear, that even if we had no Inclination to 
inquire into the Conduct of paſt Affairs, nor to adviſe abogt 
the Conduct of future, yet ſtill we ought to examine the 
Papers mentioned; and as this cannot be done without re- 
ferring them to a Sele& Committee, I ſhall therefore be for* 
agreeing to the Motion.” © | nee 
Sir William Yonge * ſpoke next : 
Mr Speaker, | 155 
That this Houſe has a Right to refufe, as well as to 
give its Confent, to every Meaſure propoſed to us by the 
Crown, or recommended by the other Houſe; is what no 


of the Queen of Hungary; can we determine what Sum to" 
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Man will deny; but that for this Reafon we ought to pty 


into ſach Secrets as relate to foreign Affairs, cannot be ad- 


mitted, becauſe it would be attended with infinite Prejudice 


to the Publick; As our Bufineſs relates chiefly to domeſtick 
Affairs, we ought to keep within that Province, unfeſs hi? 


Majeſty commonicates to us ſome foreign Treaty, Expedi- 
tion, or Tranſaction, in order to have our Approbation, or 
Aſſiſtance; and then we ought to content ourſelves with 
ſuch Lights as his Majefty may be pleaſed to furniſh us 
with ; for in all ſuch Cafes his Majeſty will communicate” 


the neceſſary Papers, fo far as is confiſtent with the pyblick 


Safety. From them we ought to judge, for we can judge 
from none other ; and as the Crown muſt be fuppoſed to 
| Eno] 


* Secretary at War. 
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* rhaps ome Gentlemen _ 
a flayith ine 5. 5 5 vill be flu by 


Farliament, thin to fault with the Conduct of « 


all. who have a l 8 to ferve their , Co 
28 or the N of Miniſters, call it which You 
will, for Tk. 0.n w how to diſtinguiſh, unleſs it be, 


"that we ou t 10. imp ute to our d every Thi bin bg we | 
think 


think right, and to 15 Miniſters every Thing We 
wrong. With, regard to domeftick irs, have 'a 
much greater Latitude; ; becauſe we may more 12 call 
ſor all Papers relating to any ſuch Affair, and have greater 
| Reaſon to ſoſpect, that Miniſters will, in Affaire of this 
Kind, give ſuch Advice as may molt conduce to their "own 
private 1 r But it cannot be ſaid, that the Papers 
ropoſed to be referred to a Select Committee, haye the 
Fal Relation K. any Affair of this Kind. If we ſhould 
be defired to, grant Money for the Affiſtance of the Queen 
of Hungary, it will then be Time enough to conſidęt * 
ther we ought te do ſo. For determining this Queſtion 
think we haye no Occaſion to examine any Papers of t. 
our common News Papers muſt. convince us, that we ought 
to comply with ſuch a Demand; and as to the Duantup 
of that Grant, we muſt be. convinced, that = ſtands. in 
Need of more than this Nation can afford to | 

* Sir, we can have no Occaſion to refer t Fido men- 
tioned in this Motion to a Secret Committee, unleſs we 
have a Mind to make that Committee a Committee of In- 
quiry, and to enable them to inquire into the Conduct of 
all our Publick Affairs both foreign and domeſlick, for many 
Years paſt, 'This I belieye to be the real Intention of the 
Motion, and for this Reaſon I cannot agree to it; becauſe 
the eſtabliſhing of ſuch a Committee at ſuch a critical Con- 
juncture, would be of the moſt dangerous Conſequence to 
Europe in general, as well as to this Nation in particular. 
By this the whole Frame of our Government would be al- 
tered, and would continue ſo, during the Continuance of 
that Committee. It would be an eſtabliſhing Imperium 
in Imperio, or rather a Government ſet up by this Houle, 
diſtin from, and ſuperior to our conſtitutional Govern- 
ment ; for this Committee muſt either confiſt of ſuch as 
are Friends to the King's Miniſters, or ſuch as are their 
declared Enemies. If of the former, it would give no Sa- 
tisfaction to the People, and if of the latter, they would 
W in a ſhort Time get the entire Management of 

1741. 933 this 
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._..- 1741. every Miniſter at their own-Will and x aa K 
— 1 ſhort,; Sir, I ſhould expect to ſee the Scene of 14 
adted over again. To fee all his Majeſty's preſent Mini- 
ſters impriſoned or forced into Exile, add every” new Officer 
he ſhould name without their Ditection, with all. choſe 
that appear'd as Friends to the Crown, declared Delin- 
quents, . What this Confuſion might end in, God only 
knows; but in fuch Circumitances, I am certain, we 
neither proſecate the War againſt Spain with Vigour, nor 
aſſiſt in reſtoring the Ballange of Power in Europe. Nay, 
we could not even defend ourſelves : Our Plantations, with 
our Poſſeſſions in the Mediterranean, would become a Prey 
to the Spaniards, and the Nation itſelf would, at laſt, be- | 
come a Province to the French, who might ſend the Preten- 
der to us for a Vice-Roy. 
© In the Year 1715; Sir, we had no fatal Conſequences 
to fear from the Secret Committee then appointed. The þ 


* 


— 


d E NH Fase 


Nation was not engaged in any War, nor was the Ballaate hac 
of Power in Danger. The Committee was not to inquire Poi 
into the Conduct of the then Adminiſtration: They were But 
to inquire into the Conduct of a Set of Miniſters, who had by 
moſt juſtly been diſmiſſed by his late Majeſty, with the Sid 


Contempt they deſerved. When the Propoſition was made 
for appointing a Secret Committee, it was evident from the 
Complexion of the Houſe, that it would conſiſt of ſach gs 
were Friends to the then Adminiſtration ; conſequently there 
was no Confuſion in our Government to be apprehended ; 
for as we were then ſituated, I do not think the Rebellion 
was a fatal Conſequence, fince the Diſaffected thereby fur- 
niſh'd the Government with an Opportunity to cruſh' them. 

N If they had not declared themſelves, they would have had 
a great Influence upon all future Elections, and by being 
Joined by diſcontented Whigs, might, before this Time, 
have got a Jacobite Parliament, which would have brought 
our preſent Eſtabliſhment into greater Danger than it could 
be by an open Rebellion. 

Gentlemen muſt thus ſee, Sir, that there is a very 
Difference between our preſent Circumſtances, and thoſe of 
1715 ; and ſurely no Man will ſay, there is now the ſame 
Neceflity for an Inquiry. I am one of thoſe who think 
there is not the leaſt Occafion for it, and I am convinced 
there are many ſuch in the Nation. Suſpicions have been 
moſt artfully propagated againſt our preſent Adminiſtration, 
as there will be againſt all; and if I thought they could 
be removed by an impartial Inquiry, I ſhould be * it; 
but, I am ſure, they cannot. Thole Sufpicions are enter 
tained by none but the Diſaffected and Diſobliged , __ no- 

ing. 
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gative upon this Moti 2 Ja. 257 
Lord Percival ſpoke next in Favour of the Motion: 


Sir, | Jap {ok BO 

« As this is the firſt Time I have had the Honour of 
offering my Sentiments, I hope to meet with the Indulgence 
of the Houſe ; and I do affure you, Sir, however great I 
may find it, it ſhall not induce me to be often troubleſome: 

I have the greater Reaſon to intreat this Favour, as T 
had not received the leaſt previous Intimation, upon what 
Point the Debate of this Day was like to have turned. 
But I have endeavour d to ſupply this Want of Information, 
by a diligent Attention to what has been on both 
Sides the Queſtion ; and the State of the Caſe before us 
pears to me in this Light, That Gentlemen on the one Si 
ſuſpect the Conduct of the Adminiftration, and deſire the 
Aſſiſtance of this Houſe to clear up thoſe Suſpicions ; while 
on the other Side, the Gentlemen in the Adminiſtration, 
knowing themſelves ſuſpected, labour all they can to prevent 
the Houſe from endes chat Aſſiſtance. 

Now, Sir, as I ſtand in this Houſe by the Favour of 
my Conſtituents =, as independent as any Man can be, and as 
God has placed me in a Condition of Life to maintain that 
Independence, I have nothing to induce me to be partial in 
this Queſtion. I am governed by no Views of Party: I 
am influenced by no Prejudice. 

On the one Hand, thoſe who ſuſpect the Conduct of 
the Miniſtry, are not only warranted by the Conſtitution 
to entertain Suſpicions of this Kind, with regard to any 
Adminiſtration, but urged by the univerſal Voice of the 
whole Nation to diſtruſt the Conduct of the preſent. They 
are farther warranted by the viſible Decay of Trade, by the 
Diſtreſs of all our foreign Affairs, and by the ill Succeſs of a 
War, in which we have been above two Years engaged, 
with great Superiority of Force againſt a contemptible 
my: A War in which we have hitherto reaped neither 


Honour nor Advantage, and in which, from the Manner 
of 


* Member for Weſtminſter, [See before, p. 63.] 


Lord Percival. 
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e, it is our Duty to inquire, 11 we may 

to our Country, or, at leaſt, to, . . 
The Neceſſity, therefore, of fom 1 Inquiry ring 0 


parent, as well from the Nature of 1 hing, as 

Conduct of thoſe who endeavour to 8 it, 1 OO 
no farther Time to enforce that 2 1 but 1 — 

Leave to Anſwer the Objections, made to the Mage 'of Pape 


Inquiry now propos'd.* Y 
One Hon. Member has told you, that twenty one, 

ſons cannot be found among the Members of this Houle, pre 
per to be intruſted with ſo great a Power; and yet, 1 » 
that one Man may be found proper to be intruſted, 70 170 
Vears together, with the whole Revenues, the ſole Djzedion 
of all Affairs both abroad and at home, the ſole Power of th 
Government without Controul. The fame Gentleman h 
told us, that the Commons cannot delegate ſuch a Pow 
a Committee. Upon other Occaſions I have alſo heard 
Hon. Gentleman aſſert, that this was not a proper Ts | 
for the Houſe, who were too numerous to be truſled * 
thoſe important Secrets, which muſt, in Conſequen 

laid before them. If, therefore, neither the Houſe * 
nor a Committee can peruſe the Papers, neceſſary for, ap 
Exammation into the Meaſures of a Miniſter, the Reſult is 


plainly this, that Miniſters muſt be * to * in what Man- 
ner 
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| Has fail,” that tkö Authority of fach eee 

a Commitzee would be greater than any miniſterial Authgri- 
ty cer Kuen In this or any 'other Reign. Fam very. © 
muck' ſurpriſed, chat this Gentleman ſhould fo ſoon *. 1 
the many Fnflunces'of Kkke Nature, zlready urged in this Be- Fes 
bate ; but I am more ſurpriſed, that he ſhould not remem- 
ber that famous Committee, ebnſiſting of the fame Number, 
and inveſted with the fame Powers, appointed by this Houſe 
at the Beginning of the Reign of the late King. Sarely that 
Hon. Gentleman, whoſe Friends ſeem to think him the Ob- 
jet of this Debate, will not forget it; for if I am not miſ- 
taken, he wWas himſelf Chairman of jt. 

Gentlemen ſeem not to reflect to whom they ſpeak, 
when they advance ſuch Doctrines. Sir, I am confident 
that the youngeſt and moſt unexperienced Member of 
this Houſe s, that no Committee of any Kind has 
Power farther than to prepare Matter for the Houſe : That - ' ©» 7 
no Act of a Committee is of any Force, till confirmed and | 
ratified by the Houfe : That its Powers are derived from 
the Houſe, and muſt revert to the Houſe again; and God 
forbid ? Sir, that the Time ſhould be now come, when they 
ſhall not be found greater than any miniſterial Authority 
known in this Kin 2 * | 2h" 

Men of Senſe; Sir, will not be frightned at theſe Phan- 
toms. Our Conſtitution knows far greater Powers; The” 
Charter of King Johr ditects, in Caſes of Extremity, not that 
twenty one Perſons ſhall be appointed to inſpect the publick * 
Papers, and to report to this Houſe the Matter which they : 
ſhall diſcover therein, but preſcribes, that foe and Tewenty 
Perſons may be appointed to take the Regency into their 
own Hands, and to exerciſe the higheſt Functions of this 
Government, in which the whole Nation is required to main- 
tain them, till the publick Grievances ſhall be totally redreſ- 
ſed. This is a Power which was not only preſcribed, but 
often exerciſed in the Reigns of King 7obn, King Henry © 4 
the Third, King Edward the Second, and Richard the Sc. 
cond. This is, indeed, a Power of a very high Nature, 
and which I ſheuld be very ſarry to ſee exerted again in this 
Country ; but, perhaps, a proper Uſe af that moderate Power 
which we now contend for, may be the only Means to prevent 
the Neceſſity of having Recourſe to the other hereaſter. 

* Sir, I am ſenſible [ have troubled you too long, but 
when I found a Motion that is ia reaſonable, ſo violently op- 
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* See the Names of that Committee, of which Sir R Walpole Was 
Chairman, in CMANDLER's Hiſtory, Anno 1716; P. 19. OT TIRE 
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great Neceſſity for the 
new or dangerous in the Manner af thac.prg- 


nothing 


for many Years ; for, the Debate being over, and the Que- 
ſlion put upon Mr Pa/teney's Motion, it paſſed in the Negs- 
tive by 253 againſt 20. | wo 

reſolved to addreſs his Majeſty for of 
tations, - Declarations, and 
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all Memorials, 


ot Prufia ; with the reſpetlive Anſwers, relating to the 
State of the War in the Empire, and the Support.and Inte- 
2 Houſe of Auſtria, ſince the Death of the late 
mperor. 6 2 TE 
Zan. 22. Reſolved, That an Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty for the laſt Returns of the State of the Forces under 


Land Forces in Major-General Wentworth, with Copies of all Orders for 
the Welt Indies, reforming or compleating the ſame, and for ſending any 


ply of Forces to him fince the firſt of May: Alſo for a 


braltar and Mi- of the Officers of the Regiments in Gibraltar and Minores: 


Likewiſe a Liſt of the Officers belonging to the Eſtabliſhment 


of Gibraltar, diſtinguiſhing which are upon the Place, 


which abſent, and how long abſent. | 
The ſame Day Mr Blackerby, Mr Howard, and Mr Lal 
ard, having conſeſſed at the Bar, that they ſent for, on the 
eighth of May laft, a Body of armed Soldiers, headed by 
Officers, in a military Manner, who did take Poſſeſſion of 
the Church-Yard of St Paul, Covent-Garden, near the 
Place where the Poll for the Election for the City of Ne. 
minſter was taken, before the ſaid Election was ended, 
having acknowledged their Offence, were ordered to attei 
the Houſe the next Day, to be reprimanded by Mr Speaker, 


Meſſrs. Blacker. Which they did accordingly, and Mr Speaker reprimanded 
by, Howard, and them as follows : 


Lediard repri- 
manded by M 
Speaker. 


My Blackerby, My Howard, M- Lediard, | 

F O U having, at the Bar of this Houſe, Yefterday, en- 

Med, that you did ſend for, and cauſe to come, #® 

Friday the Eighth Day of May 1a, a Body of armed Soldi- 
| ers 


A Motion to the ſame Effect had been made the 18th of Dec. but 
it then paſſed in the Negative by a Majority of 24 ; [See p. 62] And the 
— of ws Rn agreed to without Oppoſition, was — 

owing to the above Motion having been carried, by a Majority 
Three, in ſo full a Houſe. IM * EIN 


% = 
: * 


er 
P, 
ne 
fe 
AW 
hg 
de 
be 
Jo! 
th 
te 


TE BS, *. 


this Houſe came to, upon their Examination into that Mat- 
ter, awhich are, 4 | ; 


« That the Preſence of a regular Body of armed Soldiers, 


at an Election of Members to ſerve in Parliament, is an 

high Infringement of the Liberties of the Subject, a 

manifeſt Violation of the Freedom of Elections, and 

an open Defiance of the Laws and Conftitation of this 
Kingdom.? 

And it is impoſſible, if you ve confider the Terms of this 

Reſolution, but that you muſt have in your Breaſts the diepeſt 


Sorrow and Remorſe for this raſh AR of yours ; which, if it 


had not been animadverted upon, might have given the moſt 
dangerous Wound to the Conſflitution of this Free Country, that 
* it had ever felt. —— This Country, Free, becauſe 
this Houſe is ſo; which this Houſe can never be, but from 
the Freedom of Election: to it: And amidſt the too many Ways 
for violating that, none can be more pernicious, becauſe none 
more quick , deciſive and permanent, than what you might un- 
happily hawe ſet a Precedent for, and which might have 
grown to an Extremity, under the fpecious and ready Preten- 
ces of Fears and Neceſſity, that ſuperſede. all Law ; 2 Pre- 
cedent, that would have received an Authority from the 
Place it began in—The Seat of the Government and Legilla- 
ture of this Kingdom. 


Neceſſity, awhich is to tale Place of Law, muſt be left to : 


the Circumſtances of every particular Caſe. The Ad muſt be 
preſumed to be wrong, inquired into as ſuch, and excuſed 
only by the cleareſt Prefs, that the Neceſſity of it was real. 

What you have done, is againſt one of the moſt eſſential 
Parts of the Law of the Kingdom. Has any real Neceſſity 
been ſhown for it! There might be Fears, there might be ſome 


Danger; but did you try the Strength of the Law to diſpel 


thiſe Fears, and remove that Danger? Did you male Lie of 
thoſe Powers the Law has inveſted you with, as Civil Ma- 
giſtrates, for the Preſervation of the publick Peace? No— 
ven dejerted all that ; and wantonh, I hope inadvertently, re- 
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e 1% ſuffer any — More might be ſaid =— But 


you u have acknowledged "your Offtnce, and har a P 
for it. hit has 7 Houſe to Lemty: i it 0,1 
Ie en the Senſe of your Crime; but to raiſe in your Hearn 
that Senſe of Gratitude you owe to the' Hof for that 


gentle Treatment yon have met with on this Occaſion: In Ex- 


pectation of WO Lew are diſcharged, paying your. Fees. voy 


Who hu the ,/ © hen it 'was reſolved that the Thanks of lth Houk 
Thanks of the be given to Mr Speaker for the ſaid Serben d * be 


Houle thereupon. defired to print the ſame. 

„ Ordered Copies of the Returns, from Perſons. et 12 — 

tiſh Priſoners « to pay his Majeſty's Bounty to the Hritiſb Subjects, Priſ 

in the Spaniſh in the Ports of Spain in Europe and Africa, diſtinguiſhing 

Ports. the Number of Men paid each Month, and what, Ships or 
Veſſels they belonged to when taken by the Spaniards re- 
ſpeQively, to be laid before the Houle. 

The High Bailiff. Jau. 25 . Joha Lever, High Bailiff of Wefiminfler, was 

of Weſtminſter brought 2 the Bar, received a Reprimand from Mr Speaker, 

diſcharged. and was ordered to be diſcharged, paying his Fees. 

Ordered that a State of the yearly Revenue and Experice 
of Greenwich Hoſpital ; Alſo an Account, ſhewing how the 
Monies granted laſt Seſſion of Parliament, for the ſaid Hof. 
pital, have been diſpoſed of, and what Money hath been re- 
ceived by the Treaſurer thereof, from Chriſfmaſs 1740, to 

il Chriftmas 1741, and how applied, be laid before the Houle. 
—— OO 410 that the Treaſurer of the Navy do lay before the 
wich Hoſpital, Houſe an Account of what Money hath been ordered by the 
2 for the Commiſſioners of the Treaſury, and received by him for 

A any Services of the Navy, from the 31 of December 1740, 

to the 31ſt of December 1741, and how applied. 

Petitions for The ſame Day Michael Harvey, William Thompſon, and 

Milborn Port, and William Sclater, Eſqrs. withdrew their Petitions, complain- 

for Peebles with- j ing of an undue Election and Return for Milborn-Port : 

* [See p. 8] As did alſo the Hon. Janes Carmichael, and Johr 
M7 Ke, Eſqrs. for the Burghs of Peebles, Qc. [See p. $51] and 
Mr Carnichael's Name was ordered to be rated out of the 
dovbie Return. 

King's Anſwer Mr Comptroller reported to the Houſe, that their Addreſs 

to the Addreſs Of Thur/day laſt, [Ser p. 104] had been preſented to his Ma- 

for Letters, dec. jelly, and that his Majeſty had commanded him to acquaint 

E _— thethe Houle, * That the Subject Matter of this Addreſs being 

FITS oF. the greateſt Importance, his Majeſty, who is always 

deſirous 


Account of the 


— . i tl 


* 
8 
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«, defirous, anting the Requeſts of his faithful Com- An. 15.' Geo. II. 
« mons, 70 ET oh r Conſideration, and 2 a0. 
has directed all the Tranſactions, to which it relates, to — 
be carefully examined, in order to ſee how far the fam 
© may be complied with, without Prejudice to the Publick, © e. 
«'and conſiſtently with the Confidence tepoſed in him by 


other Princes.” N q 4 Me a 7 
| Then it was reſolved that an humble Addreſs be preſented Aaireſs for Me- 
to his Majeſty, for Copies of all Memorials, Repreſentati- morials, Letters, 
ons, Declarations, and Letters, &c. ſent to his Majeſty, i” —— — 
or his Miniſters, by the States General, or theit iniſters,..1 — 38, 
or by his Majeſty's Miniſters. to the States General; alſo the Auſtrian In- 
Copies of all Letters from either, of his Majeſty's Principal terefts. 
Secretaries of State to bis Majeſty's Miniſter at the Hague, 
as far as they relate to Conferences with, and Communica- 
tion to or from the Aſſembly of the States General, with 
the Anſwers thereunto, relating to the State of the War in 
the Empire, and the Support and Intereſts of the Houſe of n 
Auſtria, ſince the Death of the late Emperor, to be laid be- er 
ſore the Fibale. ' _ * I... e re da LO Waka 

Jan. 26. A Petition. of the Lord Mayor, Aldermen, petition from the 
and Commons of the City of London, in Common Council City of London, 
aſſembled, was preſented to the Houſe and read, complaining telating to the 
of the ill Conduct of the War with Spain, Ec. which was re- War with pala 
ferred.to the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom the | 
Petition of the Merchants of Londen, Biddeford, Southamp- 
ton, Liverpool, Lancafler, Briſſol, Exeter, Glaſgow, Pole, 
and Barnſtable, preſented before to the Houie, had been 
referred... .... Sir 6 * | 

Then the Houſe proceeded to the hearing the Petition of eg 
Jobn Hylton, Eſq; complaining of an undue Election and the prints. 70 
Return for Carli/ie * ; and the Counſel for the Petitioner Carlife. 
having propoſed to produce Evidence, to prove that the Pe- 
titioner was eleQed by a Majority of legal Votes, the ſitting 
Member, Mr Sranwix, declared in his Place, (no Counſel ap- 
pearing for him) that he was ſatisfied the Petitioner had a 
Majority of legal Votes, and that he himſelf had no Right 
to ſit in the Houſe ; whereupon it was reſoly'd, Nem. Con. 
that John Hylton, Eſq; was duly elected. | 

Ordered a new Writ for a Burgeſs for Milbora- Port, in A new Writ {or 
the Room of Thomas Mealycott, + Eſq; who, ſince his Elec- Milborn - Port. 
tion, had accepted the Office of one of the Commiſſioners 
for licenſing Hawkers and Pedlats. | 

PA... NS; Reſolved 


* The Mayor withdrew before one Third of the Voters had polled, 
nd the Poll was continued by the Juſtices of the Peace. [See p. 4.] 

+ Michael Harvey, Eſqz who had petition'd, was elected jo his 
v::hcut Oppoſition, = 


188 Ike Bs = 1 


N 


A4 56 Geo. II. * Reſolved" t to e 
41. er relating to h 


bliſhed in Council: Alſo that a Lift of the General Officers, 
8 relat- with an Account how many are now employed, and where N 
I © = preſent: Likewiſe of the Colonels, LR Ra, 


— for. Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, ſecond Lieutenants, Corne 


* why Service "at Sea, eg 


and Enſigns on the Britzþ Eſtabliſhment, and on the 
* | bliſnment for Gibraltar, Minorca, and the Brit; Plantati 
in America: And alſo of the Colonels, Lieutenant- Colonels, 
Majors, Captains, Lieutenants, Cornets, and Enfigns on the 
i6 Eftabliſhment ; with the Dates of all their reſpeAtive, 


Commiſſions as ſuch, and the Dates of their firſt Commiſh-' | 


ons in the Army, might be laid before the Houſe. 


Mr Corbet, from the Commiſſioners of the Admiralty, 
preſented to the Houſe the 1 58 ordered and ad. I 


dreſſed for on the 21ſt. [See p. 
Sereral Accounts, Mr Comptroller preſtnted to a Houſe, purſuant to their 
— &c. pre- Addreſs of the 2ft Inſt. ſeveral Letters and other Pa 


which were ordered to lie apo the Table, to be by 


me 5. David H heriff-Depute FB 77 
an, 27. David Home, 8 of Berauichbbire, 
— — i 4 P. 66.] having, at the Bar, received a, Reprimand from. 
Mr Speaker, was | Glove to. be diſcharged, paying His Vs Op 
Mr Corbett, from the Treaſurer of the Nayy, 
to the Houſe the Account, ordered on the 2 5th. 
Mr. Fall, and Sir Hew Dalrymple return'd in the e dauble 
Petition for Dun- Re:urn for the Burghs of Dunbar, Ic. and the other Periti- 


bar, &c. with- oners, withdrew their ſaid Petitions, and the Clerk of the 


drawn, Crown: took off the File the Indenture, by which Mt Fallt 
was returned. 

Mr Corbett, from the Commiſſioners. of the Admiralty, 

preſented to the Houſe the Book and Accounts addreſſed for 

on the 26th, which were referred to the Committee of the 


whole Houſe, to whom the Petition of the Merchants. and. | 


Traders of the City of London, Ic. was referred. 
A Petition of the Merchants of Whitehaven was alſo re- 
ferred to the ſaid Committee. 
An ingroſſed Bill to repeal ſo much of an Act paſſed lalt 
Bill paſſed for Seſſion, For the. Preſervation of the publick Roads, Er. as 
— I obliges Perſons, not travelling for Hire, to make uſe of Wa 
= gons with Wheels bound with Streaks or Tyre of a certain. 
Breadth, or the ſaid Streaks to be faſtened with Nails of a, 
certain Size, was read the third Time, paſs'd, and carry'd 
up to the Lords. 
Mr 


t He was, a few Days, after, appointed. Receiver of the Epiſcopal ke 
in Scotland. 


Maſeſty „tor the Regilaribns Al | 


au Has R89Fomm<s to. __ om crc. . ed. ed . ESI 


"®, 7 HOY 


1 


N He tary at War pond ro the 6. * Copy of ai D 

ater Pager, CES diet of whe; — 

22d. F 1 rok þ peg ter nt hats 
Reſolved to is Majelly for „Li of the Offs Aae ae 

| to the Eſtabliſhment of Minotes, Giftingailhing to the Officets at 

which are on the Place, and which abſent + ines. 


The Order of the Day being read, "for the Houſe to re- 
ſolve itſelf into a Committee of the whole Houfe, to confi- | 
der of the Petition of the fubfcribing Merchants and T 
of the City of Tondbn, ft. 2 that the N 
counts addreſſed for on the 2th, lr ET 
be referred to the faid Committee. 

Then the Houſe refolved whe the Gat Commit pk 


oduced, e Spirit of Diſcontent, i” by the th {= — 
e but by 72 Te Rn by 
denied that they might juſtly claim in com- Mr Glover. 
mon with their ellow and chat ProteQtion, which 
is the End of every Governmens, 

The feveral Facts aſſerted in the Petition we prove by 
Papers and Witneſſes, and after ſix Days fpent in Examina- 
tions, Mr Glover proceeded to ſum up the Evidence, and to 
ſhew from collective Atteſtations, that the Merchants had” 
been expoſed! to the Faſuks and Rayive of the 8 4, 
not by Inattention or Accident, but by one and 
continued Deſign. 

* A Liſt of 337 Ships taken was prove injlleneicl by flu 
Officers of Inſurance, and by the Commanders of the Veſ- 
ſels. Captain White faw' 173 Veſſels brought into St Ss. 
fiians Port in 18 Months, and one private Infurer paid 
22,000 /. for Prizes taken by the Spaniard. 

He alledged; ©'That the Lift of 1146 Ships, taken by the” 

French, an laid before the Parliament in 1707, could not be 
produced as an Apology for the late Captures ; becauſe theſe «© 
were taken by whole Fleets, or by the Ships of War of an | 
Enemy, equal in Naval Power to ourſelves ; becauſe our = 
whole Trade was equally expoſed ; and becauſe France and 
Spain were then united. 

He inſiſted, That our preſent Las are brought upon ur 
by ſingle Privateers, and by little more Power than that of 
two Tons, St Sebaſtiaus and Bilboa. a 

N t 


Sir Robert Godſchall; 

Author of a celebrated Poem to the Memery.of Sir Iſaac. 

prefix d to Dr Pemberton's View of Sir Iſaac's Philoſophy ; — 
ther intituled, Leonidas, 


An, 15: Ged. II. 7 


i 1741. 
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the uncommon Negligence of the Zxg/z& Miniſtry, was 190, 
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That the Fraders of Bikhea never eguipped any Privategyy | 


again their Correſpondents of + 
in Friendſhip with them, exen when they were «not. 
Peace; nor could any Reaſon, be aſſigned for their C — 


© »»» [Powerful for Kindneſs and ReſpeR, 


N 


* 
5 - » 14 


— * 


. 
2 * \ 
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o 
* 
* . 


% „ 14 20 366 day 

That the exchanging Priſoners. had been ſo long delayed, 
that Multitudes, have lapguiſh'd and, periſh'd in Caprivity.g, 
and ſome who have upon the Proſpect of Exchange obtain'd. 
their Liberty, had been oblig'd to; preſerve their, Honour. 


or indemnify their Sureties, by returning to their Moo 
© That theſe Delays were wholly. to be imputed to the EA. 
li Adminiſtration, it being proved, that the Intendant of the 
Marine in Biſcay, had always had the Power of exchanging. 
Priſoners; that he had omitted no Meaſures to facilitate the 
Exchange, till he was, diſcouraged by a Breach, of Faith on 


our Part, and that almoſt all the EAg⁰ Captives were with, 


in the Limits of his Juriſdiction. 


That the Spaniards, taken in the Stamboline, were der 


dered as equivalent, had been ſet at Liberty. 
That Captain Maxey ſollicited the Admiralty and Seere- 
tary's Office eight Months, without obtaining th Diſcharge: 
of. three Spanife Priſoners, in Return for himſelf and two. 
others, and that it was not granted him 'till the very Day," 
on which. the Merchants preſented their Petition, it appear»; 
ing that the Affair muſt come before the Parliament. 
That two Commanders of Merchants Ships were diſchar. 
ged by the Intendant, and only two Fiſhermen demanded 
in Exchange. Mr Da Coſfa undertook to ſolicit their Ne- 
leaſe, and the Lords of the Regency, immediately ordered that 
they ſhould be diſcharg'd. Soon after the Commiſſary of the 


tained for nine Months after the Engl, whom they con- 


Spaniſh Priſoners propoſed to him to forge a new Order ſtom 


the Admiralty, and inſert another Name, which he refuſed, and 
was in a few Hours told that the Order was countermanded;: 
but could not find, upon Inquiry, that the Countermand 
was iſſued, either by the Regency, or the Admiralty, or Se-. 
cretary's Office, The Cemil, viſited him again, and 
offered him Fiſty Pounds to comply with bis former Propo - 
ſal, and again met with a Refuſal; a ſecond Order for their 
Diſcharge was obtained, which was likewiſe countermanded. 
That ſcarccly any Ship of War has been ever ſeen on 
the Cruize. | | \ 4 
That no Ship was ſtation'd off Cape Clare in Ireland, a 
very important Poſt, till eight Months, nor any Ship order- 
ed to ctuize before St Sebaſtians, till nine Months after the 


— 
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| (in) 
5 op the Wir: That Veſſels ſtationed 
in Places where no Privateer 2 be. of, are 
ſet 8s: Cruizers : That the migh 
November, under the Command 2 
Fhich filled the World with B 


e. Lbs 


141. 


— — 
and ſeemed de- 


ſigned to decide the Fate of Natiom, ws. in this Liſt de- 


tanto e ende againſt pu Privateer. 


That the Porragu l Fleet was detained near twelve Months = 


dyerideot Miſconduct, in which- Time the French introduced 
their: Woollen Marufaftares :; the Durch ſent two Men of 


— carry Gold from Logon; and an Ergiiib Packet with 


J. in Gold Coin being taken, and the reſt in 
— French have (et up a Packet between Liſdon and Hawk 
de Grace to ſhare in this Gold Traffick i» «© 
- * That one Commander took 27 Ships under his 
from Lisbon, but brought none into Fglu⁰⁰,; and that a 


Maſter of a Ship introduced by ſeveral Merchants, with bis 7.” + 


Complaint of being meer by his N on refuſed to 
be heard. 
That the b of the Tartar rolled the Spanibrd: 


to ſeize three Ships out of four under his Convoy ; and when 
the Phenix, which was to protect the Trade of | North Ca- 
rolina, was known by the Admiralty to want Repairs, they. 


ordered the other * the ſame Scation, and ſo left Long 
Colony intirely naked. 

That the Abuſe of. the practice of imuproting 0 was ſuch a as 
could not be recollected without Horror. 

That when the MiſconduR of Officers has been complain- 
ed of, no Anſwer. had been returned, but, What would you 
have dine <with this! Captain, would you bave him turn'd 
out, and the Maſter of a Merchantman put in his Room P 

- * That when the Coaſt has been repreſented defenceleſs, no 
Guard has been ordered; when the Law has been openly and 
contemptuouſly violated, no Redreſs has been obtained ,when 
the Deſtruction of our Trade was mentioned, they were told 
by one of the Commiſſioners, {t is your own War, and you 
muſt take it for your Pains. 


He concluded with addrefling himſelf to the Committee in 


the following Terms: To whom then could we appeal for 
Relief, but to you, the Redreſſors of Grievances, and Guardi- 
ans of the Publick ? Could we have Recourſe to thoſe, who had 
treated our Misfortunes with Indifference and Scorn, and who 
had openly declar'd themſelves to be a Board of Execution only, 
and not of Order? Upon your Protection the Brits Trade 
throws itſelf this Day ; the Sailor, the Merchant, and the 
Manufacturer are all folliciting your Juſtice, imploring your 
powerful Interpoſition to ſhield them from the Malice of their 

Enemies 
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into the 
Juſtice render the very Kii 
Trade again a Terror to all Bu the 
Ways and Means of iſhing are, 
with all Humility, ſubmitted to the Wi of this Houſe.” 
Jan 28. An Iagtoſſed Bill for granting to his Mazeſty cht 


tain Duties upon Malt, Mum, Cyder and Perry, | 
the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords. 
Mr Corbett, from the Admiralty, preſented to the Houſe, 


i 
1 
. 


| Several Accounts purſuant 10 their Order of che a lf Inſtant, a Liſt of ithe 


from the Admi- 


ralty preſented, 


and others order. ordered that an Account of what Spaniſh Fr 


ed. 


ziſt of December 1741: Likewiſe of the Number of Men 


Proceedings on 
the Chipenham 
Election. 


Jae 


Names of the Merchant Ships, c. { See p. 


riſoners he 
been releaſed ſince the Commencement of the preſens War 
with Spain, by what Orders, and on what Conditions: 
Alſo of the Number of Men, who have been put ſick 
on Shore, from his Majeſty's Ships, into the Holpials 
of this Kingdom, from the 1 of Farzary 1740, W the 


borne and muſter d, from the 25th of March 1739. ta the 
giſt of December 1741, on Board any of his Majeſiy's Ships 
an Commiſſion during that Period: And an Account ef the 
Numbers of Men, which have been diſcharged dead from on 


Board any of his Majeſty's Ships, or put ſick on Shore from 


the 25th of March 1739, to the 31ft of December 1741, 


be laid before the Houſe. 270 val 
Then the Houſe prgceeded to the hearing the Petition. of 
Alexander Hume, and Frederick, Eſqrs. complaining 
of an undue Election and Return for Chippenham ; and, aſter 
hearing Counſel, and Examination of divers Witheſles, a 
Motion was made, and the Queſtion put, That in the Jaſ 
Determination of this Houſe, of the Right of Election of 
Members to ſerve for the Borough of Chippenham, made the 
gth of April, 1624, which is, © That the new Charter al- 
ters not the Cuſtom; and that the Burgeſles and Freemen, 
more than Twelve, have Voice in the Election, the 


Words Burgefſes and Freemen, mentioned in * Reſo- 
ation, 


1 
2 * 


„ 


SY ROCCO gr. = 


A 


- 


. 


78 5. 25 which were —. * to the Committee of the War, referr'd to 


( 113. r 0 
a Swag as are 1 Ges 
called Free o. or * bus 


ated to. the — nant to their Addreſs of ter pou bog E 
nes of all TE and other Papers, re- 1 the ami, * 
l for Exchange o Priſoners with Spain, &c. — — 


* 


8 to whom the Petition of the Merchants of Loy- de — 
c 
| The Order of the Day being reqd, for the Houle —— 9 
ſolve itſelf into a Commits of 3 the whole Houſe, to conſl- * 
1 farther of the Petition e Merchants of London, c. ; 
3 that the 12 Accounts preſented to the 
Minde 174%; Aud alſo wen the Copies 
5 cations" made to the Sceretaries of State, a _ 
ch of the Admiralty for Cruizers,  &c. 
to 21 e Houſe, 77 to thes 8 of the 26th of No- 
" 2749 Likewiſe that the Papers preſented to 
nt to their Aeg of the 21ſt Inſt, be re- 
pai — 1. ſaid Committe. 1. 
Feb. 1. Mr Bowen, from the Treaſury, at the Bar pre- 
ſented 2 the Houſe, av Account ſhewing how the Money 8 4 
5500 0. the Year 1741 hath been difooſed of, until the 
January 1741-2, with the Deficiency thereupon. 

* Hills one of the Commiſſioners for ſick and wounded 
Seamen, at the Bar preſented to the Houſe an Account 
ſhewing what Spaniſe mb iſoners have been releaſed, fince the 
Commencement me the War which was referred to the 
Committee of the whole Houſe on the Merchants Petition. 

Mr Philip/an, from the Commiſſiqners of the Navy, pre- 
ſented to the Houſe an Account of the Number of 1 
employed in the Royal Navy, from the 31ſt of December 
1740 to the 3 iſt of techs 1741 : And alſo of the Num- 2 
ber of Ships of War as ſtood at Chriftmgs 1741, 
which were gf Br to the ſaid Committee. 

Mr Corbett preſented to the "Houſe, purſuant to their 
Order of the 21ſt Inſtant, a Liſt of the Names of the Mer- „ 
chant Ships, and their Maſters, that had negligently delay d 
Convoys, Fe. [Sar p. 69] together with Capies of 61 Let- * 
ters and other Papers; all which were referred to the Com- 1 
mittee of the whole Houſe on the Merchants Petitions. 
Mr Comptroller preſented to the Houſe, purſuant to their 
Addreſs to bis Majeſty, Copies of ſeveral Lettgrs and Pa+ 
pers, all which were referred to the ſaid Committee. 

Feb. 2. Mr Corbett from the NING of the Ad- 
Vor. XIII. . 2 miralty, 
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A. 16. Geo. 11. miralty, preſented to the Houſe, | urſuant to their Addrets 
of the 29th ule. Copies of all Applications, c. to their Lon 
ſhips, for Cruizers- and Convoys, together with what has. 
been done thereupon. reſpectively, which were ordered th 
lie on the Table. | | „ 
. "Then the Houſe proceeded to the farther Heng 
"Y the Petition of Alexander Hume and Thomas Frederic 
+, Eſquires, for Chippenham : And the Counſel for the Pe- 
wht; titioners defired to know what Affirmative” Conſtruction 
Chippenham E- the Houſe would: make of the Words Burgeſſes and Free- 
leQion determi- men, mentioned in the laſt Determination of the Houſe 
ed. concerning the Right of electing Burgeſſes to ſerve for 
ſaid Borough ; the Houſe having determined, that the fal 
Words do not mean only ſuch Burgeſſes and Freemen, /as 
are Inhabitants Houſholders of the ancient Houſes, called 
Free or Burgage Houſes, within the ſaid Borough. The 
Counſel on both Sides being withdrawn, it was relolved, 4 
a Majority of 241 Voices againſt 225, That the Counſt 
be called in, and directed to proceed according to the laſt 
Determination of the Houſe, of the Right of Election of 
Members to ſerve for the ſaid Borough, made the gth of 
April 1624, and according to what the Houſe did reſolve, 
on the 28th 21. concerning the ſaid Determination. They 
after a farther Hearing of Counſel, the Houſe was informed, 
that the Petitioners deſired to give the Houſe no farther 
Trouble. Hereupon it was ſeverally reſolv'd, that Sir Edmund 
| Thomas, Bart. and Edward Bayntun Rolt, Eſq; were duly 
| elected for the ſaid Borough of Chippenham*. ' © 
8 Feb. 3. Thomas Hales and Thomas Trefufit, Eſqrs, with- 
Grampound drew their Petition, complaining of an undue Election and 
witharawn. Return for Grampound. | | 3 
. Ordered, That an Account, ſhewing, what Times any 
Account of Stops of his Majeſty's Ships of War in Commiſſion have been in 
exerts. the Ports or Harbours of this Kingdom, ſince the 1ſt of 
October 1739, diſtinguiſhing, how long they continued there 
in ſuch Ports or Harbours, and the Number of Men borne 
and muſtered on each Ship every Month reſpeQtively. . 
Reſolved, That an Addreſs be preſented to his Majeſty, 
to give Directions, that there may be laid before this Houle, 
Copies of the Commiſſions of the Governor and Lieutenant- 
Governor of Minorca , and of Fort St Philip, together with 
the Inſtructions to each of them: Alſo a Copy of the Pow- 
' . ers 
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* The Chippenham Election being thus carried in Favour of the fitting 
Members, it was reported that Sir Robert Walpole publickly declared he 
would never enter the Houſe of Commons more. - ; 

+ See the Proceedings of the Houſe of Lords upon that Affair, with 
nk relating thereto, in TiMBERLAND's Hiſtory, Vol, VIII. 
P· 80. 
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18 e if 5-5 bode. . iy 
ers, with which the. ng Officer of the Trogps in An. 156 Geo. II. 
indrca is intruſted, in the Abſence of the Governor, the 27. 
ieatenant-Goyernor, and the Governor of Fort Sr Philip r 
And alſo an Account ſhewing, how long each Regiment in rt) % ub 
Minorca has been in that Iſland ; and that a Copy of any ca ordered to be 
Application for the Relief of any of the ſaid Regiments, laid before the | 
be alſo laid before the Houſdme. Houſe, _ . 

The fame Day the King came to the Houſe of Peers, and ” #2 
gave the Royal Aſſent to an Act, For 28 the Duties 
upon Malt, Mum, Cyder, &c. Alſo to an Act, For repealing Royal Aﬀent | 
fo much of an Ad paſſid laſt Seſſion, intituled, an 4. for Rin. | 
the Preſervation of the publick Roads in that Part of Great 
Britain ca/led England, as ob/iges Perſons nat, travelling fur 
Hire, to make uſe of 'Waggons and Wheels bound with Streaks, 
or Tyre of a certain Breadth, or the ſaid Streaks to be 
faſtened with Nails of à certain Size, and to two private 
Als. NY | 
After which the Lord Chancellor fignified his Majeſty's The Parliament 
Pleaſure, that both ' Houſes of Parliament ſhould adjourn adjourn d. 
themſelves until the 18th of February. | 

The ſame Evening the Right Hon. Sir Robert Walpole git R. Walpole 
reſign'd his Place of Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, reſigns his Places, 
and Chancellor and Under-Treafurer of the Exchequer, 
which he had held ever fince Afri/ 4, 1721 ; in the former 
of which he ſucceeded the Car of Sunderland, and in the 
latter Mr Ai/labie ®. 

Three Days after his Majeſty was pleaſed to create him 
Earl of Orford, Viſcount Wa/pole, and Baron of Houghton. And is created 
The Right Hon. Spencer, Earl of Wilmington was appointed an Earl. 
Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, Samuel! Sandys, Eſq; + 
made Chancellor aad Under-Treaſurer of the Exchequer, 
and one of the Lords of the Treaſury, together with the 
Hon. George Compton, Eſq; Sir John Rußbout, Bart. and 
Phillips Gibbon, Eſq; in the Room of Giles Earle, George 
Treby and Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſqrs, and Lord Sundon. 

Upon the Removal of Sir Robert Walpole, and the Alte- 1, oe eat 
rations in the Miniſtry, there were publick Rejoicings in Lon- to the ſeveral 
don and Weftminſter,-——But of the Advantages to the Nation Members upon 
by the Change, our Poſterity will be the beſt Judges. the Alterations 
Freſh Inſtructions likewiſe were ſent to the Members by in the 1 
their reſpective Conſtituents, viz. the Counties of Suffo/k, | 
Oxford, Aberdeen, Renfrew, Air, Dumfries, Lanerk, He- 
reford, Flint, Devon, Denbigb, Montgomery, Glauceſſer, Cro- 
martie, Edinburgh, Angleſey, Kincardine and Cheſter , the 
Cities of London, Weſtminſter, York, Briſtol, Canterbury, 

Bath, Edinburgh, Lichfield, Coventry, Chefler, Hereford, 

1358 Q 2 and 

* See Chandler's Hiſtory of the Commors, Anno 172t, p. 242. 
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Re Flint 
* . from the County of 8 


a | Ante lee he rel Fe bl gre Tem 
men of the whole. © kf 


To Sir William Courtenay, Bart. and "Theoghitis Poti 
E * R l in Parliament for the dos 


| SORT enen 
5h Thanks for your faithful Services, and for your 
having ſo heartily contributed to the now pleaſing Pro- 

« ſpe of Affairs. | 

* Perſevere in your/ Integrity, and let the Conktitutioh * 
Church and State be i ed. 

Reſtore Triennial Parliaments, the beſt * Bi. 
© ti Liberty; uſe your utmoſt Endeavours to limit the 
< Number of Placemen in, ann 
* Houfe of Commons. 

a Be it your particular Care to procure a Low for 
the Security and E gement of che len Mane 
facture; the Decay of which is o — 
County. 

Let numtrous ſtanding Armies in Time of Peace be 
© aboliſh'd ; in Time of War be made uſeful. 

Strictly inquire into the Conduct of thoſe who hive iu. 
« ſalted the Merchants, ſacrificed the Trade, and profticaced 
the Honour of Great Britain, that their Puniſhment, apon 

due Conviction, may be as exemplary = 
© notorious.” 


On the 13th the Houfe being met aun N 

journment, a new Writ was ordered for . Baron 

New Weis ®r- for Rye, in the Room of Phillips Gibbon, ſq; Por 'the 
Members pre- City "of Morceſtor, in the Room of Sammel nnd, Bl; 
ferr'd. For a Burgeſs for Evgham, in the Room of Sir Jobs Rx. 
| Hout, Bart. And atiother for Nortt-ampton, in the ROom 

of the Hon. George Compton, Eſq; Likewiſe for King's Lynn, 

in the Room of the Earl of O-ford*. © 

Colonel Bladen preſented to the Houſe = Report from 

Report relating to tbe Commiſſioners of Trade, in purſuance df rhe Atdrels 
the Woollen of the Houſe of the 5th of March laſt, to direct them, 
ManufaQtures; during the Receſs, to prepare x Scheme for the e 


* Edward Bacon, Eſqz was elected in his Place, and all the de 
Com miſſionersof the Treaſury were re- choſe. 
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on the Table. 1541, 
Mr Corbe from the Commitionert of the Admiral WS 


9 

| and Inhabitana of the Town of Calbapron, in the 
of Devon, complainining of the great Decay of the Woolden Parten relating 
Manufactarts, was ordered to be referved KN * 
the whole Houſe. 

| Thenreceie ere] K. erstes oth Lad 

which were referred to the Committee of Supply; gn 
Order of the Day being read for the Houſe to reſolve itfelf 
into the ſaid mY up, and 7 to 


the following Effe&t : 


Daune a the 


Si, Vourphy. 
1 never trondle you Sie, e aby Oveaſion 11 Me Philips, 
8 ſuppoſe, it is underſtood, if 


we go now into a Committee of Sapply, it is in order to 
vote an Army; and I beg Leave to ſubmit it eo Gentlemens 
Judgments, whether Matters are yet ripe for ſuch a Vote. 
It was the Cuſtom — 4 — Anceftors firſt to redreſs 
Grievances, and then Sopplies; and if their Ex- 
ample had been f. in ſucceeding Parliaments, we 
fhvald not have heard of che Complutnts that are now before 
—. . 2 > i revive the 

depreſſed Spirit of true lifomen vnd not be blindly 
Id ho Wake Greats bebe wh wane figuiries: 

The Hon. Gentleman who moved you Yelterday to — 4 
to a Committee of Supply , was pleaſed to ſay, The Buſi- 
neſs of the Nation had been long poſtpon d: I beg Leave to 
aſk that Honourable Gentleman, does he think the great 
Buſineſs of the Nation is to grant Supplies only? Surely, 1— 
I hope we are met here for other Purpoſes too: 


tary and pleaſing. / Shall we grant Men and Money, at a 
Time Complaints are made of Miſappli 

* withour firſt n N6'Hs Grounds of thoſe. 

| Com- 

+ Ses Debate on this Sabjeft in Chandler's Miftory, Anno 1777. p. $6, 


1 In the Third Volume of TruzzzLAuD's Hiftory of the Houſe of 
Lords is an Account of the ſeveral Alterations in the Engliſh Peerage 


during the Reigp . 
® The Hon, Henry Pelham. 
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K Ge. M. Cümphiam “ Shall we root ea 
18 A4 out firſt conſidering our Ability to grant hems 
| 1 and who is to apply them? _—_—_ 
The King calls to us for Advice, the Miniltry, e call to 
>. both mary . Why. 
a tze King call to us vice? That we may confider; 
wo 10 N Sie of Afr, and know what Men an 1 pe 
| | grant. we then im y grant Men Money, 
without firſt conſidering what 42 Money it will 
3 be proper and neceſſary to grant? Is this Parliamen 
Can we judge of that Neceſſity, till we conſider the 
of the Nation, and the Situation we ate in with Rags 
Foreign Affairs 2. Surely no. I am as much for granting 
| the neceſſary Supplies of the Government as any Gentleman 
in this Houſe ; but I cannot anſwer it to my Condi to 
vote for them, till I am thoroughly ſatisfy d of the Necel- 
fity of. them, and that they will be better applied —_— 
5,267,000 /. granted laſt Year. 
© I hope therefore, Sir, weghall defer the Supply till {ak 
have been in a Committee of the whole Houſe, to conſider 
of the State of the Nation, which was a Meaſure propoſ- 
ed by an Honourable Gentleman over- * me, very e- 
Jy 1 in the Seſſion *, and will, I hope, be 
Sir William Yonge ſpoke next. 


Sir 

© We have heard ſo often, and upon ſo many Occaſions, 
of the Cuſtom of our Anceſtors, that I muſt begin with 
wiſhing, we would in this Age obſerve the Cuſtom of our 
Anceſtors, in all our Proceedings in this Houſe. They ne- 
ver oppoſed a juſt and wiſe Government in any of its Mea- 
ſures, nor did they ever talk of redreſſing Grievances, but 
when ſome ſuch really exiſted. When this happened to 
be the Caſe, they did not leave People in the Dark, — the 
Government to gueſs what they meant : They ex 
ticularly every Grievance they thought the People labored 
under, and they propoſed what they thought = moſt pro- 
per and ſpeedy Remedies. Under a wiſe Government, this 
could never interfere with the granting of the neceſſary Sup- 
plies, becauſe ſuch a Government will certainly, if they can, 
redreſs every Grievance, as ſoon as they are properly inform- 
ed of it; and if they cannot without a new Law, they will 
as certainly concur. in the paſſing of a proper Law for cn 
Purpoſe. The Redreſs of Grievances therefore never co 
nor ever was with our Anceſtors a Cauſe for poſt ing the 
neceſſary Supplies, but under an unjuſt or unwiſe Govern- 
ment, that world neither redreſs, nor concur in redreſſing 
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Sir Will. Yonge. 
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nx pr re 
Fog : After they trad done r 
Government the Grievances of the People, they truſted to 
205 l ew l ff chan them, at leaſt till next Seſ- 


the next Sefton to ——— refs of thoſe 
Grieyances they had before a ras of, previous to their 
granting any Supplies 

This, Sir, was 'the' Cuftoia of dur Anceſtors, the waſ 
form Cuſtom of our Anceſtors, I believe, from the firſt Ori- 


inal of our Conſtitution, quite down to the Revolution. 


rom that Time indeed we have had, and now in 

we have a Party amongſt us, who talk every Seſſion of 
Grlovinces, and of redrefling Grievances- before granting 
Supplies, without ever ſo much as once explaining to us any 
one Grievance they defire to be redreſſed. For my Part, I 
do not know any one Grievance the People are- now 

to; for I am ſure no honeſt and loyal Subject will ever look 
upon thoſe Taxes as a Grievance, which are neceſlary for the 
Security of our Government, or for paying off the Intereſt 
and r of thoſe Debts which were contracted for de- 
fending us Popery and arbitrary Power. 'Thoſe 
Taxes, indes , afford a Handle which the Diſaffected have 
always endeavoured to make uſe of, for rendering the People 
diſcontented. They dare not avow, that the only Grievance 
they feel, is the Continuance of our preſent happy Eftabliſh- 
ment; but they exclaim againſt thoſe publick Burdens, 
which have been made neceſſary by their Deſigns to ſub- 
vert our Conſtitution, and to which moſt of them owe the 
Religion they profeſs, and all of them the Security they now 


. L, ana their Proper. 


or 1 am far from ſuppoſing, Sir, that any Gentleman in 
this Houſe, is to be ranked among this Sort of People : 
The Oaths we have taken make ſuch a Suppoſition impoſſi- 
ble, or at leaſt very uncharitable ; but I am afraid, many 
Gentlemen, both within Doors and without, thro* not at- 
tending to the Dangers our Government has frequently, and 
from Time to Time, been expoſed to, have allowed them- 
ſelves to be miſled by the {pecious Arguments, rs. 


vated 
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tion as 


thing that has as yet been declared @ Grievance by a Mar 
jority of this Houſe. Surely, before we can | 
Grievance, we muſt know what it is we are to 


dreſſed Grievances which nobody knows of. I knqw of ny 
any 


reis, WF 


muſt reſolye that it is a Grievance which aught to be x-- 


, drefled. But our preſent Grievances, it ſeems, are of a yery 
extraordinary Nature: They are ſuch as cannot be dilco- 
vered or explained, till we have reſolved ourſelyes into a 
Committee of the whole Houle to conſider of the State of 
the Nation. This, Sir, is really ſomething like a Lady ip 
the Vapours : She is in à very bad State of Health: She fancies 
herſelf oppreſſed with ſeveral Diſtempers ; but the gannot tell 
what they are, till af oy be yy yn « er of Phykcigns, to 


find them out, and explain them. The Conſequence — 


rally is, that theſe Phyſicians, in order to make | 
her neceflary and expenſive Attendants, ſuggeſt to her Fancy 
Diſeaſes ſhe never felt, and make har ood and 
Bolus's till they throw ber into a real Piſtemper,  _, 
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Cam 1 | 4 
1 this may not he gur Caſe; 1 wiſh 15 Geo. 
be the qi mop bur 06d mo tu. 
28 however, 1 mall not determine my felt to be — 4 | 
A it, all bear what Reaſon may de offered" er ur 

i e fer but ſince it has been ſo lon j 
Exp, to hear Gentlemen pretend, that ot 

5 Tha in ſuch a Committee is a Reaſdh ot vi 
pops the Supplies; L now that it is .o late 
de Yea! is will in the Seaſon. ' Tf th think oar going 
into ſuch'a Committee peceſſary, why did not they move 
it ſooner? Could "4 expect that ſuch a Motion would be 


made I choſe who do not think any ſuch Motion neceffiry ? | 
From ſuch a Behaviour one would” really ſuſpect, that they 
aſe : 


K 


this Motion, on pu to Naye a P. 
Supplies. I hope this is not the | 
it i not. They could not hope for Suc- "4 
6 is pity 48 ſor, 5 n no Man who 

conſiders the Danger Europe as well as this Nation is in at 
preſent, will apop any Confideration | poſtpone the grac 
of thoſe Supplies, Auen are neceffary, not only 

Support of = Government, but for enabling Met 
to take ſpeedy aud effeQual Meaſures for preſerving a Ba- 


lance of Power in Europe. * 
the dangerous, Mn 
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When I reflect, Sir, upon 
deſperate Situation, "the Balance of Power is tiow in, an I 
the conſequential Danger this Nation muſt of courſe be in: 
When I reflect upon the precarious Situation our Trade 
and Navigation both in the n and American | 
Seas, nay, I may ſay in every Part of the World, muſt be ; 
reduced to, __ we can 4 - monly give up that un- 
juſt Pretence for ſearching gur Ships, even in | | 
Time of - Peace, 'oh pores... wt Sy nd Goods : When | 
; 


I reflect upon the wiſe Meaſures his Majeſty has already. 
taken, or is now purſuing, for redeemin urofe, a8 W 
as this Nation, Fm fo a dangerous Situation: Þ fay, | a 
when I refle& upon — Things, J cannot but be afto- 
niſhed, that any 8 ſhould” propoſe the 
of the neceſſary Supplies, till we have madre Gri I 
which are ſo little felt, chat they have not as yet been dil. 
covered, or at leaſt have not as yer been declared to be ſuch 
by any Reſolution of either Houſe of Parliament. 
| © Let us canfider, Sir, the formidable Confederacy againſt 
the Houſe of Auffria, and the preſent forlorn Condition of 
that Houſe. The e of Hungary has ſhewn à moſt ſur- 
priſing Spirit in her Diſtreſs :| Her Subjects have done Won- 
ders in her and their own Defence; but the Confederacy is 
ſo powerful, that ſhe cannor reſiſt it another Campaign; nor 
can we by ourſelves en pe her Tuch Aſlltance as will 
Vor. XIII. 2 $7,209 "he 
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what are we then to expect, 1 a happy 
Iſſue of one ew ed. in ? Muſt we 5 to 2 
| Terms France pleaſe to ? If we do po 
4 758 will, re wanag oye 4 0 iow 
| our Backs ; and after the braveſt, the moſt obſtinate | 
2 we can make, we muſt at lat ſubmit to what Terms 


Enemies ſhall pleaſe to propoſe. The; Freedom 
Trade and Navigation would certainly be the firft 
to this fatal Event; and our I our CO 
Liberties and Properties would as certain; | 
as to -our Lives, it would then be the fntereſt of B 
the” not our own, to preſerve them as much, as it Wt 
Intereſt of a Maſter to preſerve the Lives of his Slaves, 
22 Events which 1 think of — Horror, and there- 
re 1 cannot a to poſt any Thing that may preven 
them. | bope the Houſe will be of my n 
ſequently, refuſe to poſtpone any longer granting the neceſ- 
ſary Supplies, for the ſake of redrefing Grievances," which 
are neither felt by the People, declared by this Houſe, nor 
explained or particularly ſet forth by thoſe that talk of them, 


Sir Watkia WH WW 
Winne. © 1 ſhall readily agree with the Hon, Gentleman whe 

ke laſt, that our Anceſtors never ' oppoſed; or, at 
they never ought to have oppoſed à juſt and wiſe Go- 
vernment in any of its Meaſures, nor ongbt they to have 
talked of redreſſing Grievances but when = ſuch really 
exiſted; but I ſhould be glad, that Gentleman, or any 
Gentleman, would ſhew me a Government, that did 8 
aſſume to itſelf the great Character of being juſt and wi 
or that would admit any Thing to be a Grievance whi 
they had no Inclination to redreſs. Pia, Felix, Inchin, 
were Characters aſſumed by the moſt cruel, the moſt-hratih 
of the Raman Tyrants, as well as the moſt juſt and glorious 
of their Emperors ; and thoſe great Characters were more 
profuſely beſtowed by the {laviſh Roman Senate upon the 
former, than ever they were upon the latter. In this H 


Sir, we ought never to talk of the Government, becauſe 1 
15 


1 


” 


was in the utmoſt foreign 
in the Reign of Richard 
be forgot by a Brits 


England : They 


at Sea; and all this within a Day's Sail of the Mouth of 
the River Mel. Th xhis Condition we were, when the 
Parliament aſſembled, which that King had called ſor grant- 
ing him the Supplies neceffary n Army 
he had prepared, and that Arꝶmy was then, for want of 
Money, living at free Quarters round the City of Loader. 
In ſuch a dangerous, in ſuch a terrible Situation, what did 
the Parliament do? Did they grant the neceſſary Supplies? 
No, Sir. The firſt Thing they did was to preſent an Ad- 
dreſs to his Majeſty, to remove the Lord High Treafarer, 
and the Lord High Chancellor, from his Councils and Pre 
ſence ; and that all thoſe through whole Hands the publick 
Money had paſſed, might be called' to a ſtrict Account. 
That King, by the Advice of theſe guilty Counſellors, re- 
turned a moſt havghty Anſwer, order'd them, in an 
imperious Stile, to grant the Supplies he demanded ; but 
this had a quite contrary Effect; It made the other Houſe 
join with this in a Meſſage to the King, that they would 
proceed to no Bufineſs, till his Miniſters were puniſhed ac- 


appot 
o examine the publick Accounts, and to take Care of the 
1741, R 2 publick 
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71 ſhall. mention another kadance of a | muck frelber Beg, 
Before the * Revolution it had been found by Exppriennging, 
the long Continuance of one and the fame Parliament was 
Grievance of the moſt- dangerous Conſequence: to our Couſi· 
tution;. At the Time of the Revolution ſufficient Care was. 
not taken to remove this Grievance ; and, therefore, 4 
Parliament very ſoon reſolved to ſupply, that Deſeck. 
early as in the Year + ove the famous 7 Bill was 
brought in, and paſſed both Houſes, -but K. #3/kem, the' 
he came here to-ſecure and eſtabliſh our Liberties, 291 
adviſed as to refuſe it the Royal Aſſent-. This made 
Commons reſolve, as ſoon as they met in November 408. 
to have this Bill paſſed both Houſes, ard aſſented 10 by, the. 
King, before they granted any Supplies; and, accordimgl 
the very - firlt rd 88 did, was 40 order a Bill ts 
— t in For the frequent meeting and calling of 1 
ments; which was accordingly brought ina 224 of. that 
Month, and received the Royal Aſſent the 224 of tha nent. 
We all know, Sir, what a dangerous Situation Turche in ge. 
neral, 1 * nn ry in paryendy; was 1 
Time. We were in a r, upon 

ceſs of which the -Liberties of Europe depended: We lad a, 
very numerous diſaffected Party at home, who were continu», 
ally forming Plots, and encouraging the French to invade. 
us ; ſo that our Religion, Liberties, and in 
a great Meaſure, depended upon the Parliament's granting the 
neceſſary Supplies for carrying on the War; yet in 
Cloomberices this Houſe inſiſted upon the Triennial Rill's. 
being previouſly paſſed into a Law); and is wel. RN: 
did fo, for if they had not taken that Opportunity; when 
the Datch were in ſo much Danger, we ſhould probbly, 
have had no ſuch Bill during that Reign, nor 
this very Day. It would have been lucky for the Naos, 
had the Partiament at that Time inſiſted as upon 
the other Bill, which- had been reſuſed the Royal Aſſent in 
the preceding Seſſion, I mean the Bill wang oye and. * 


partial Proceedings in Parliament; for tho' 1 


v One of the Compliments d to Charles II. not long after his 
Reſtoration, was the Repeal d pos Ten Act, which ot longer bis | 
with a moſt Courtly Preamble, as appears in Tix 22 nt axv's Hiſtory of 
the Houſe of Lords, Vol. I. p. 67. 

+ See Cnanvun' s Hiftory of the Houſe of Commons, Anno 1692, 
and 1694, in which an exact Account is given of this whole Affair, with 
the King's Reaſons for his firſt Refuſal. 

—_ Bill was brought in by Robert Harley, Eſq; ae Earl 
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far one prey 1 bi ws, ee fee lg 


ra to 8 ys ihe * Hom, Gentleman ory that we 85 * 
talk Ane Grievances before granti | have. 
et explained 2 re to be re- 
def. The bad Calas ff our Miniſters, and their Fto- 
blick Money, have been often ſec 2 
Ache ſe, and are loudly complained of by a 
and 1 an Men without Doors ; The Septen- 
been demonſtratedꝰ to be aGrievance'of the 1 
Conſ gp! 1 our Conſtitution: The allowing 
K den Nan Placemen, or any private Penſio- 
= to 2 Sears in work Houſe, has been emonſtrated to 
be a Grievance of the ſame Nature ; and I coold mention 
yp other Grievances that have been fully and particular- 
explained, and have. been exclaimed __ 
Ik N but by the whole Nation wi 
jo ben cl grant, that many of them have not as 
3 of = Grievances. by a Majority of the 
eſentatives in Parliament, but they have been 
pax ak 1 ſuch by the general Voice of the Nation ; and 
the Reaſon why the People's Repreſentatives do not ſeem to 
be lhe inion with the People, is of all others the 
Grievance moſt ſenſibly felt, and moſt loudly complained of. 
The Reaſon of this moſt ſurpriſing Difference in Opini- 
on is generally ſippoled, Sir, to proceed from the Preva- 
lence of Corruption, both at Elections and in Parliament. 
The Majority in Parliament has for a great many Years, 
been ſuppoſed to be biaſſed in their , or directed in 
their Declarations, by the Poſts, Penſions, or Bribes, they 
poſſeſſed, received, or expected; and this is look'd upon 
by the whole Nation. as the greateſt Grievance, and as the 
Source of all our other Grievances : Nay, it has been of- 
ten declared to be ſo by a Majority of this Houſe. Penſion 
and Place-Bills have often paſſed 3 this Houſe, and, 
conſequently, we muſt allow, that Corruption has been de- 
clared to be a Grievagce by a Majority of the People's Re- 
preſentatives in Parliament; and that it is a Grievance that 
has been felt and ought to be removed, or, at leaſt, that it 
is a Grievance which may be felt and ought to be prevented. 
As this Houſe, or at leaſt the Majority of us, are as inde- 


pen- 


* See the Debate on a Motion for repealing it, in CranDien's Hi- 
ftory, Anno 1734. 
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1750 for obtaining the Triennial Bill 1 ay very 
Sir, 1 Cerruptich is of ſuch a dan 
Fire, if we allow it to get to à H 

extinguiſn it, till it has \ craps to Ate the d 


brick of our Conſtitution. 
perhaps, 1290 


The Hon. 'Geiidemah may not, 
Grievance the People think themſelves ſubject to, 
| he has never, I believe, kept Company _ thoſe that d 
a Reaſon to complain: He may not, perhaps, be wer £ 
the Burdens the People feel demie with, 
he has alwa ways had a great deal more from the Publi I 
he was obliged to pay to che publick Charge: 
many other Gentlemen, and not a few in this Houſe, By 2 
ſame Caſe with him. I ſhall not attempt to deregute Fit” 
the Merit of ſuch Gentlemens Services to the Publick Vt 
Lean aſſure them, that the People generally think, not G. 
ly that we have by far too many Ruch Servants, but that 


moſt of them os rept fo . Stipends that they deſerve... 


* 


This is what the Peo k upon as a Grievance: 
do not find Fault with the Taxes neceſſary for the ser | 
of our Government, or for paying off the Intereſt and Prin- 
cipal of our Debts; but they think, that a great Part of _ 
Taxes they pay, has been miſapplied, by maintaining ple 
Number of unneceſſary Officers, and paying amber 
of extravagant Salaries ; that many of thoſe Officers have 
purloined, and applied to their own Uſe; large Sums of the 
publick Money that paſſed through their Hands: The bes- 
ple cannot help thinking ſo, when they ſee a publick Officer 
grown immenſely rich, notwithſtanding: his being known to 
have come into that Office as poor as a' Rat, and to nope 
ſpent "yearly mach more than his Salary, extravagant 'as 
was, could afford. This is what the People complaim ef: * 
This is what they think the Parliament ought to inquire in- 

a to, before they grant any more Supplies ; a great Part of 
which may probably, without ſuch Inquiry, be diſpoſed of N 
in the ſame fraudulent Manner. 

* The People likewiſe complain, Sir, of our maintaining 
numerous Armies, fitting out formidable Squadrons, paying” 
foreign Subſidies, and keeping foreign Troops in our Pay, 
none of which were neceſſary for the Support of our 'Govem-* 
ment, however neceſfary they might be for the 1 
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var Adminiſtration. "The Peopls Know bo ug „ en. f 
f Commiſſions. in our Army, Navy, may be to 1741. 1 

divider at an Election or in Piment; and” they know VS 


hae Parloinongy ings may be ſecretly made from a foreign Sub- 
Ay, or from e Pay of foreign Troops ; but they _ 
nothing of the Dangers that haye made, thoſe Expences c 

cellary, or that. were prevented by Putting che Nation to 3 


r For theſe twenty Lea paff, 
has it been ſo much as pretended, much leſs proved, chat 
there was ever any Machination or Plot contrived or ſet on 
Foot by the Diſaffefted, or that we bave' been threatyed 
with any Invaſion? For I hope, it will not now be atfir- 
med, that there was any Ground for thoſe Appre 
we were terrified with, in order to make us ſwallow that 
bitter Pill, the Leaky of Hanover, When Gentlemen talk 
of the Plots and Machinatious of the Diſaffected, and of the 
Dangers we have from thence been expoſed to, they do not 
conſider, that they farniſh us with one of the ſtrongeſt Rea- 
ſons for going upon an Inquiry into our late Condudt, 'be- 
fore we proceed to any other ; for as the Nation 
has upon that Account been every Year put to an extraordi- 
nary Charge, during the long Courſe of our late Miniſter's 
Adminiſtration, and as no Proofs have ever yet been offered 
for ſhewing that we were in any Danger; as Time, the Diſ- 
coyerer of all Things, has never yet found out any Thing 
of this Kind, we are under an ' indiſpenſable Duty to 
inquire into it; for if it ſhould appear that there never was 
any ſuch Danger, we muſt then conclude that our late Mi- 
niſter and his  Accomplices were in a Plot againſt our Con- 
fitution ; and that they made uſe of thoſe imaginary Dan- 
gers as a Pretence for getting Money, to enable them to cat- 
ry on their corrupt Practices againſt our Conſtitation. © 
I hope, Sir, I have ſhewn that our Grievances art not 
p ſach as cannot be diſcovered or . explained till we have refol- 
| ved ourſelves into a Committee of the whole Houſe, ro confi- 
, der of the State of the Nation. They are ſuch as are well 
known : They are ſuch. as have been, and are now ſeyerely 
felt by all thoſe who have no Share in being the Cauſe of 
them. Our Diſtempex is therefore very far from being ima - 
ginary: It may properly enough be compared to that which 
is got by a Commerce with Proſtitutes, Which, if not ſpee- 
dily prevented by an effeftyal Remedy, either deſtroys the 
Patient, or very much weakens his Conſtitution. I wiſh this 
may not already be our Caſe. _ I am fare it will very ſoon 
be ſo, if we do not take Care to render it almoſt impoſſible 
for any Proſtitute to have a Seat in this Houſe ; and this can- 
not, I think, be done, unleſs we reſolve to defer granting 
all the neceflary Supplies, till we ſee proper Bills for this 
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| 1747, moſt dangerous State I think, it is in 'a moſt terrible $j- 


In the laſt two heavy Wars we ſpent 
lions Sterling, we contracted above Fifty Millions of — 
we loaded our People and our Trade with many 
Taxes, in order to eſtabliſh a Syſtem of Aﬀairs" in BY 


8 


* by which the Balance of Power might be preſerved'y'a 

__ no after a Peace of thirty x. Me Prat ren 

N but what we brought ourſelves, I may 'ſay; but 
mere Wantonneſs, 6 fn the Nation loaded with very 
the ſame Debt, our P ſtill groaning under the 


. Taxes, our Trade ruined by that Debt and thoſe T 
3 and the Syſtem of Affairs in Europe turned toply- 0 
that unleſs God Almighty interpoſes by ſome eye br 
Inſtance of his Providence, we muſt ſubmit to ſee ür wok 
inveterate Enemy lowing it over the Continent of Europe, 
„ NOI 2 
as heavy, as dangerous, a „ As as che lat; 
and when we ſeriouſly ny lf the Mortification to 
[ find, that all this has been chiefly owing to our own" CoA 
1 duct. This i is, indeed, a moſt e à moſt dreadful 
Situation: We have been brought into it by our Parla- 
ment's taking every Thing upon Truſt from our Miiſters; 
therefore, we ſhall do ſo no more. I hope e fall 
now — 2 the State of the Nation; becadſe from 
thence alone we can determine what Number bf Trocps 
ought to be kept up for the enſuing Year 3 for If there 
no Appearance of our being able to form a propet Confede- 
racy upon the Continent, we ougkt to diſband a Part 
of our Troops we have now on foot, in order to be Able d 
encreaſe our Naval Force; becauſe it is upon chat alone, 
' after the Balance of Power upon the Continent is AY, 
that we muſt depend rr r of dor fore" Je 
dependency.” | "> 23 37.8 Pt 2 
om of 2205 7 1 
This Debate belek over, the Houſe reſolved: ielalf into a 
Grand Committee on the Supply, and came to the following 
3 ee viz. That a Number of Land Forces for Guards, 
eſolutions o arriſons, &c. (including 232 3 Invalids) amounti to 3 5 
n effective Men, Commiſſion — Non. Commiſſion Officers 0 — 
_ ng 
to the Army, ed, be employed for the Year 1742: And that 1 2 
10 d. be granted for defraying the Charge — 
11,550 Marines, Commiſſion and Non- Coms Officers 
included, employed for” the Vear 1741; be |cvtinued for 
1742; That 206,253 J. 15 4 be granted for 9 
Charge thereof: And that 337995 4. 13 WA" N to 
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4 * } 
of Foot naiſed in een 


gor aintaining a 


for the Service of the Weft Indies, ſor 17422. 1741. 


The ſame Da; Major-General Axftruther * vided his 
C Sc. As did alſo Alexander Petitions for An- 
Udzey, Eſq; for the Burghs of Aberdeen, c. f 1 
Fab. 22. Mr Philip/on, from ths Commiſſioners of the daun. | 
Navy, preſented to the Houſe the Account of the [0 
of Seamen, purſuant to their Order of the 28th ul. which 
was ordered to lie on the Table. 

Ordered an Account of all Woollen eee 
Great Britain, and to and from ray Ports, 8 — — 
15, to Chriſtmas: 1741, diſtingaiſhing each Year, with 
. le Valve thereof: And an Account of all Wool and Wool- Wool "Trade, 
on Yarn imported from Ireland into Great Britain, from 
Chriſtmas 1729, to C_ 1741 diſtinguiſhing each Year, 
to be laid before the Ho 

A Petition of the — Sc. of Taunton: Alſo of the 
Maſter-Clothiers, &c. of Shepton-Mallet, in the County of 
Somer/et, and of the Lord Mayor, &c. of the City of ork, 
complaining of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, 
were referred to the Committee of the whole Houſe. 
| Then Mr Phillips ſtood up, and moved that the Serjeant at 
Arms ſhould go into the Court of Requeſts, Wc. and ſum- 

mon the Members to attend, which was ordered according 
bo and he being return'd, Mr Scrope from the Com- 
mittee on the Supply the foregoing Reſolutions, 


Hereupon Mr Fl. ſpoke to the following Effect: 
Fray wear 


I do not rile, Sir, to oppoſe any of the Reſolutions that yer Phillips*s 


have been now read to you, but only to take Notice, that Speech on the 


when ſome of thoſe Reſolutions were agreed to in the, Com- R<{olutions re- 
mittee, I mean particularly thoſe relating to the Marines, wy Steig b 
and the Regiment in America, the Committee was in ſo ported. 
great a Contuſion and Diſorder, that it was impoſſible for 
any Gentleman who was not cloſe to the Table, to know 
what was doing. It is greatly for your Honour, Sir, that 
you never ſuffer any Queſtion to be put, without 
the Houſe to the ſtricteſt Attention ; and, I hope, that for 
the future, before Queſtions of this great. Importance are 
put in the Committee, the Chairman will take Care to pre- 
erve the ſame Attention, that every Gentleman may have 
an Opportunity of giving his Diſſent, as well as his Aſſent, 
and that nothing may be obtained by Surprize. 
1741 S 2 © Now 
Lieutenant —— of Minorca.— See his Examination before - 


the Houſe of Lords, relating to the State of that Iſland, in TIu IA - 
LAND'S Hiſtory, Vol, VIII. p. 46 


22 - - * — —— — — — - - —— 
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Troops were not kept up to awe the People into a flaviſh 


Cor of Inyalids NES 
Men; ſo that in the Whole you have in the | 

befides Foreigners, above 62,500 Landmen and 40, 000 Gen- 
men, which coſt the Nation above 3,611,000 J. per Anna ; 
and theſe are excluſive of Half-pay Officers: A Num- 


ber of Forces indeed, too great, I fear, ſor this Nation 


long to ſupport ; therefore, I hope, Sir, I truſt from 
the Hon, Gentleman over the Way ſaid in the Committee, 
(and I repoſe great Confidence. in what he does ſay) that 
theſe Troops will not only be kept up, but that they will 
be employed ; and the 2 the Neceſſity oſ 
them up ceaſes, that the Troops ſhall alſo ceaſe, I mean 
thoſe that are not he Guards and Garriſons at 
home. If this is done, the Nation will be convinced there 
is an Alteration of Meaſures as well as Men, and that the 


Dependence on Men in Power at home, but to retrieve the 
almoſt loſt Honour and Reputation of the Nation abroad 
that they were not kept up to make fine Shews in Camps, 
and at Reviews, but to do the Nation real — that they 
were not kept up to influence Elections in England, but to 
reſtore the Balance of Power in Exrope. Thet Confidera- 
tions will make every Man chearfully — his 8 
tion to the Expence of them. 

Give me Leave to ſay a Word more: When theſe 1 
plies are granted, I hope, we ſhall all join Hand in Hand 
to make Inquiries, to redreſs Grievances, and to ſuck 
wholeſome Bills as may effectually put it out of the Power 
of any Miniſtry to miſlead the King, to corrupt the Parlia- 
ment, or to enſlave the People. If theſe Meaſures are taken, 
and, I hope, theſe Meaſures will be taken, England will 
again rear its Head, the- mutual Confidence that ought to 
ſubſiſt between the King and his Subjects will be reſtored, 
and the Spirits of the People, which have been long depreſ- 
ſed. with the Weight of heavy Taxes, without any Proſpect 
of Relief, will be revived, Trade and Manuſactures will 
flouriſh, and we ſhall, indeed, be a new People. The Pro- 
ſpect of cheſe Things, Sir, is greatly pleaſing, and the more 
ſo, when we conſider, that they are in our Power: a ys 

then 


® Mr Pulteney. 
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5 — ſaid Reſolutions were do by ths 
__ — t in for pu Mu- 


and Deſertion, &c. and that Sir William Tounge , and 
Cy to — and bring in the ſame. - 


Feb. 23. A Petition Fen -of — of e ene; 
— —ͤ—ͤ— — — wy 


bam, complaining of the Decay of the Wenn. 
— ag . of the whole 
Houſe. 


Mr $ reported from” the Committee of the” whole 4 Mition vote 
Houſe on the Sopply, their Reſolution, which was to out of he Sink- 
by the Houſe, viz. That towards raifing the Supply, there ing Fund. 

be iſſued 1,000,000 4. — — and a Bill 


to the further bearing the Me- 
rits of the Denbigbhubire Election; and the Counſel on both 
Sides being withdrawn, William Myddelton, Eſq; med in 
riff of the ſaid County at the laſt — was 

and heard ; and being withdrawn, it was 
the Majority of — 

oner, Sir Watkin Williams Vys, Bart. and was ſo declared 

by the High Sheriff at the Cloſe of the Poll, and no Alte- 

ration was made in the ſaid Poll, untill after the High She- 

riff had made the Return: Alſo that John Myddelton, The Denbigh- 
Eſq; was not duly returned, and that Sir Watkin Wil girincy ade” 
liam Wynm, Bart. ought to have been retum'd a Knight the High "Sheriff 
of the Shire for the County; and the Clerk of the committed to 
Crown was ordered to amend the ſaid Return, Then it Newgate. 

was farther reſolved, that Wilkam Myddekon, Eſq; High 

Sheriff of the County of Denbigh at the laft EleQtion for a 

Knight of the Shire, having taken upon himſelf to return 

Jobn Myddeltan, Eſq; contrary to the Majority of Votes re- 

ceived by him upon the Poll, and to his own Declaration of 

the Numbers at the Cloſe of the Poll, without any publick 

ſubſequent Examination into the Rights of the Voters previ- 

ous to ſuch Return, and having afterwards preſumed to alter 

the ſaid Poll, in order to give Colour to ſuch Return, has 

ated partially, arbitrarily, and illegally, in Defiance of the 

Laws, ia manifeſt Violation of the Rights of the Freehol- 

ders of the ſaid County, and in Breach of the Privilege of 

the Houſe ; and that he be for his ſaid Offence, committed 

Priſoner to Newgate. The Houſe alſo voted an Addreſs to 


der d in. 


* Secretary at War. 
Deputy Pay- maſter of the Forces, 


— Wales, and I of his Majeſty's Jene 


the Peace for the Counties of Denbigb and Flint, ' 
Accounts of Ses- Feb. 24. Mr Hill, one of the Commiſſioners-for lick und 
222 wounded Seamen, at the —— to the Houſe ſeveral 
Accounts, purſuant to their the 28th «/t. which were 
referred to the Committee of the whole Houſe, to whom 
| the Petition of the Merchants of London, £7 c. was referred; 
Petitions for Kin." The fame Day Alexander Brace, Blq; withdrew his Fe. 
roſs and Penryn tition for the Shire of Kinroſs :. As did alſo Jobs Clavering, 
withdrawn, Eſq; and Lord Glenorchy both for Penryn, '[ See p. 28 
Then it was ordered that the Reſolution of the of 
Farther Reſolu- Yeſterday, relating to William Myddelton, Eſq; She- 
tions relating to. riff of the Couhty of Denbigh, be humbly- r 
— Sheriff Majeſty by ſuch Members as are of the Privy Council, at — 
ſame Time that they preſent to his Majeſty the Addref of 
the Houſe Yeſterday, relating to the ſaid Villiam Myddelton, 
; Pee the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to confider . farther of the Petition of the 
Merchants of Landon, &c. and ſeveral Papers preſented to 
the Houſe on the 2d and 18th Init. by Mr Corbett, were re- 
ferred to the ſaid Committee; and, after ſome Time ſpent 
therein, Sir Robert God/chall reported that they had heard” 
farther Evidence. _ 
. Feb. 25. Mr Comptroller reported to the Houſe, that his 
Majeſty will give Directions for doing what is deſired by the 
Houſe, in Relation to William Myddelton, Eſq; . 
A Petition of the Dean and Chapter of Weſt miner 
— 2 preſented to the Houſe, ſetting forth, That by ſe- 
ter of Wettmin. veral Acts of Parliament, ſeveral Sums have been iſſued and 
ter referred to applied towards repairing the ſaid Church, and a confidera- 
the Committee ofble Progreſs has been made therein, and an Account how the” 
Supply. Money has been expended has been annually laid before the 
Houſe ; but that the Monies already granted being near ex- 
pended, the ſaid Works will ſoon be at a Stand ; that the 
ſaid Dean and Chapter are highly ſenſible of the Favours 
already conferred on the ſaid Collegiate Church; and hope 
that the good Work, ſo far advanced by the Aid of _ 
Parliaments; will meet with the like 18 —— 
Aſſiſtance from the preſent. 
Mr Pulteney having, by the King's Command, 3 
the Houſe, that his Majeſty recommends the ſaid Petition 
to the Conſideration of the Houſe, it was referred to the 


Committee of Supply. 
Then 


- 0 7]. ee mh, + we 


„„ 25d boi 
A Petition of the Mayor, . 
of the Decay of the Whollen — was 
to the Committee of the whole Hon.. | 
Feb.' 26. e ge Kasan 
Bill For making more efftual the Laws for diſabli er ſons Penhoners | 
from being choſen Members of, or" fitting or <vting' in cho tving Menben- | 
Houſe of Commons, who have any Penſion — Pleaſure, 


” OWE T mm TT” 


oy Nato In SOT for" them ; 
pr Mr Carew, Lord Gage, and 155 do 2 NP 
pare and bring in the ſame.-. | 


Dr Lee reported from "the mite of Privileges. and; 
Elections, the Matter, as it appeared to them, the 
Petition of Charles Gray and Samuel Savill, Eſqm. com- 
ning of an undue Election and Return for the 
of Colcheſter, ey ore Reſolutions , which were 
a to by the Houſe, p/z. That the 
— upon the Poll for the faid — was for the aud Determination of 
< Charles Gray and Samue; Sawill, Eſqrs. and was ſo declared Election. 

? at the caſting up of the Numbers upon the Cloſe of the Poll 

by the Towu- Clerk, by the Direction of Serjeant Nobert 

Price, Deputy Mayor of the ſaid Borough, and no Vote was - 

afterwards diſallowed. Then it was refolved that John 
Oſmius, Eſq; and Matthew Martin, Eſq; were neither duely 
returned nor duely elected; and that Charles Gray and Sama 
el Savill, bee to have been returned, and were 


” ww WW 


duely elected Bu to ſerve for the ſaid Borough ; and 
the Clerk of the Crown amended the ſaid Return. 

March 1. A new Writ was order'd for Derby in the New wh for 
Room of Lord Fames'Cavendifs , who accepted the Office Pe. 
of Auditor of all Foreign Impoſts in Ireland. | 

Ordered a Copy of an Order from — of Accounts from 
the Admiralty, to the reſpeAive Captains of ſuch of his af 
Majeſty's Ships, as from Time to Time may be in the River © 
of Liſbon, dated the zoth of 'Fanuary 1739 : Alſo of an 
Order, dated the 2 th of | March 1740, to the 
Captains then at Liſbon, or that ſhould thereaſter arrive 
there, bound to England: * an Order to the re- 

ſpective 
2 Lad Duncan, dien Sa N u e mpatherannc un 


of the Debt of the Navy, as it ſlood 
ber 1741, which were referred to 
whole Houſe, on the Merchants Petition. 
— Then the ingrofſed Bill for 


* 


1 * 
1 _— ack bl 
* E's 3 
. 0 ˖ . 
| | 


— 1,000,000 J. out of the Sinking 
« wag for the Year 1742, was read the third Time, pass d, and 
Fund. ſent to the Lords by Mir Francis Faxe. oats” 


to commence — — Fane 1740, the Petitioners: 
A „they might wi order any Merchan- 
dize from thence, that could be t into the Kingdom. 
before the faid 24th of Fane ; and in Conſequence of- 
the Orders given by the Petitioners, at different Times 
their reſpective Correſpondents 1 of which 
were executed before the Declaration of War - thats 
Kingdom, and the lateſt of them were ſent from hence on 
or before the 14th February 1730) ſundry Wines ware” 
bought in Spain for the Petitioners Account, of which 

in unimported in the whole 1386 Tons, 


there 
that 
the 


„ 


o 


the uſual Time of performing 


Houſe of Lords on the 26th of Febraery'; and-the Time gf 


* Robert Craigie, Ekaz his Majeſty's Adrocate for Scotland yas cke 


W 
| 
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© if as J 
e tr iy} the Petitioners id, an. 09, Gant 
next Poſt, ſend Orders to Spain, to the Farther 2 
| bg of the aid Wines ; aud chat rhe Amendiwents * 
—_— Lords being Jar oh Houſe, and taken int _._ 
Conſideration on the 8 of March, ſome Amend ments 


were made to them, Conferences with the Lords were 

had — which rendered it uncertain what Day 

would be. a for the Commencement of the ſaid 
Act, until the N 

the Day fixed; but it was gh too late for the Petitioners 

to give Orders 3 ſaid Wines by the iſ of 

June, as ſuch Orders not, according to the uſual 


Courſe of the Poſt, reach their Correſpondents in chain till 
the middle of May; and that the Petitioners have given Or- 


ders to their ſeveral Correſpondents in Spain, to export the 
ſaid Wines from thence to neutral Ports; and wp Kern 
of Stain or his Subjects, cannot receive any Benefit or 
vantage from the Importation thereof, and in i et 
Loſs, which will otherwiſe be very holly 
on his Majeſty's Subjects, and the 2 hs 

ſame miſt be intirely loſt, 1 WA ws brought 
into this Kingdom,” (which cannot be effected without the 
Aid of Parliament) praying the Houſe to take the Caſe 
of the Petitioners into Conhderation. Hereupon it was or- 
dered that the ſaid Petition be referred to the Confideration 
of a Committee: 


. When the furt of Fane was 


yable for the 


E my 
ao 9 am 
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March 4. The Houſe proceeded to the 822 
tition of A/gernoon Earl of Mountrath, and ley, of the _— 
Eſq; complaining of an undae Election and . for He. for Hedon. 


don. And a Copy of che fold, taken at the laſt Election 
for the ſaid Borough, being uced ; the total Numbers 
of the Voters for the Candidates were read.; and a 
Witneſs was examined to prove, that many of the Electors 
were bribed, by Agents of the Sitting Members, whoſe 
Votes * deducted from the Pall, Counſel 12 


; it was reſolved, 
Nem. Con. that the Earl of —_— and Mr Berieig. 
were duly elected for the ſaid 

Sir Robert Gadſeball reported from whe Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to whom it was referred to confider of the 
Petition of the Merchants; the Reſolutions of the ſaid 


Vor. XIII. ö Com- 


| 
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| Reſolutions of cations of tue Merchants, for Cruizers! to be 


of Trade in Time Navi 
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.. low, vis. „e 
Keſolved, I., That notwithllanding _ repeated Appli- 


perly Ka- 
GENS —_ tioned for the Protection of the Trade of this Nation, — 
Mercharts peti- the Privateers of the Enemy, the due and 

tion, which are has not been taken to keep a proper Number; of his be 

order d to be laid jeſty's Ships employed in that Service, more eſpecially*in 

8 85 the King. and near the Channel and Soundiogs; for Wapt of: which, 

many Ships have been taken by the Enemy, | lame: of than 

of conſiderable. Value, to the great 1 75 many of his 

Majelty's Subjects, the great Advantage aud Encouragement 

Ei A and 2 of Gi Neth Ii ' 

| II. That ar Deteation of the Fleet of Merchant 9 
bound to . for near twelve Months, by }the Ref 

of Protections, for. Time, and the Deley of;Conyoy 

Rivals. in Trade an Opportunity af in- 

ufactures into 


afterwards, gave 
trod new Species of their Woollen Man 
Portugal, to the great Detriment of this Kingdom It was 
A Bill order'd alſo ordered, New. Co Con. That Leave be given to bring in a 
for the Security Bill for the better protecting and ſecuring the Trade and 
igation of this Kingdom in, Times of War, and that Sir 
2 Robert Godſchall and Sit Fob Barnard do prepare and 
bring in the ſame. | 
_ Then it was farther. i That hs 4558 Reſolution 
be laid before the King, by ſuch Members as ann d the 
Privy Council. 
March 8. A Petition of ts Clothiers of Freaks Wd al 
of Wellingtax in Semer/etſire, complaining of the Decay of 
the Woollen-Trade, was refert'd to the Committee. £ b 
3 Mr Compiraller reported to the Houſe his Majeſty's 
OS 5 ſywer to the Reſolutions-of the Houſe of the 4th Jaſkant, 1 
: he awill aways have. Regard to what 1s E to bin 


F by the Houſe of Commons. + 1 
Bill order'd for © Ordered in a Bill for Relief of inſolvent. ; and 
Relief of infol- that Mr Cornewe/l, the Lord Gage, Mr. Foley, Thomas 
Foley, jun. Mr Heopton, and Mr Pinfod do WI =d 

bring in the ſame. | 
Mutiny Bill The Bill for puniſhing Mutiny and Deſertion, Ae. was 
paſs'd, read the third Time, pals'd, ind ſent to the Lords by Me 


Monſon *, 


Petitions relating March 9. A Petition of ſeveral Clothiers in Derselbe 


. preſented to the Houſe, complaining of the Practice of 


"—_ running Wool to France, which was referred to ) Com- 
mittee of the whole Houſe. . 


1 


# Peputy Paymaſter of the Army. 
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| Thais lde Nase ee e e cher Dadimiand n As 
the — — 


the zee 282 end e, 


I. That. A ag 4 6 1 be wranted co chis 


II. That 82,728 4 94 . ſor de the 
extraordinary Expence une n not A * 
by Parliament. 9 

Il. That 2 274 17 75 6 nd or 
good the . Deficiency of "oy the er, Yew 

— 174 hs Slice 

IV. That 145. 40 to 
the Sinking Fund the like 74. Teng de place to 
make the Deficiency of the Addis Sump Baus 
at Chriflmas 17410. 


V. That 10,000 I be granted, to-re-plice-t6 the Siaking 
Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame to the Governor 
and Company of the Bank of Egan, for half: a Y car's 
Intereſt, due the 8th of March 1240, on the principal Sum 
of 500,000 J. by them leut. n Credit: of the: D 
towards the of the Year 1735. f 

VI. That 263,73 4.- 175. 7. be granted, e 
good the Deficiency of the Grants for the Year 1747 


Then the Serjeant at Arms having in the uſual Manner Debate on the 
ſummoned the Members to attend, à Motion was made by Lord Limerick's 
Motion for ap- 
— 

0 
the laſt twenty Vears z whereupon a great Debate enſued: * into the Conduc 


His arenen nnen enen. of Affairs for tha 
; Sir, laſt 20 Years, 


Lord Limerick, that a Committee be appointed to 
into the Conduct of our Affairs at home and abroad, during 


„ Among the many io portin be of. this Houſe 
there 1 mot ond, eh, when faithfully 5 x 
contribute more to the Good of our Country Glory 
and Security of dur Sovereign, — quiring ſtrictly 
and impartially into the Conduct of . are intruſted 
by the King with the executive Part of our Government. 


In all Countries, Sir, Tf Spores pe pro 
of the People, depend ſo much one another, and are 


ſo inſeparably connected, that no eren the moſt arbi- 


trary, would ever negleR, or act in Oppoſition to the Inte- 
reſt or Happineſs of his People, if he were well adviſed, 
and well ſerved by his Miniſters 3 but as the private Views 
of Miniſters are generally inconſiſtent with the true Intereft 
of the People, they often by Flattery, or ſome other Means, 
prevail upon their Maſter to act in direct Oppoſition to bis 
own [ntereſt, as well as that of his People z or they encou- 


tage his Indolence, or divert hit Attention, that they may 
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—Y the 
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for the Office/of Ordnance: by lon Era rp iy, non — 
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"ol Gen, the mare ah oppo dee hom ke iv, both reg. 


ſeldom beats of the Grievatices or Complaints of this 
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and Duty, SY 2a / As Kings 


q are 
beſet by their Miniſters, the Misſortune 18, 1 
Feo- 


ple, till by an Iuſurrection he is tumbled headlopg from hi 
Throne, or forced to 8 by the Maſſacre df 
Numbers of his Subjects s dut by our happy Conſtitubon, 
the Sovereign of theſe Kingdoms is ſecure againk; 
fortune, becauſe by Means of this Houle, ; while. it;renains 
180 ndent of Miniſters, the Kin 8 ä and may 
ime redreſs the Grievances People 3 and iſ any 
of his Miniſters have been guilty of — will be 
diſcovered by a fair and an open Inquiry. TEES 1 
Thus, Sir, it muſt appear, that in Duty to our 
as well as our Country, we ought to enquire often into the. 
Conduct of his Miniſters. This is our Duty at all Times, 
but it becomes more indiſpenſably ſo, when the People ap- 
pear generally diſſatisſied with the Adminiſtration, and call. 
aloud for an Inquiry intq the Conduct of our public A 
fairs. From this Introduction, Sir, it may be preſumed, 
that I am to conclude what I have to ſay, with a Motion: 
for an Inquiry; but to ſhew, that this I oquiry ought tog 
as far back as I deſign:it ſhould, I muſt beg Leave tame 
a few Remarks upon the Conduct of our, Miniſters for 
twenty Years /paſt; and in order to obviate the c mon 
Odjection, that our Meaſures. have been all approved of by. 
Parliament, I ſhall. begin with obſerving, that it is; and may 
be juſtly ſuſpetted, that during the Time I have mentioned, 
our Miniſters have taken moſt utjuſtifiable Methods for,gain« 
ing a corrnpt Influence, both at Elections and in PazJiatment. 
While our Conſtitution ſuhſiſts in its full Force, it is certain, 
that the Parliament, or at leaſt this Houſe of Parliament, 
will always be of the ſame Complexion with the Generality 
of the People. It is from this Houſe his Majeſiy i 18 
know the Sentiments as well as the Complaints qſ hi Fe- 
ple ; therefore, when Meaſures generally diſliked; by the, 
People, meet with an Approbation from this Houſe, it may 
be juſtly ſuſpected, that ſome. illegal Methods have been 
taken for obtaining that Approbation; and if upea a πw 
Election a Miniſter, who by his Crimes or Imptudence has 
rendered himſelf generally obnoxious to the People, ſhould- 
nevertheleſs get a Majority of his Friends, or rather Crea-: 
tures, returned as Members of this Houſe, we muſt ſuppoſe, 
_ ſome illegal Methods were taken for Smeg a 
eturns. 
This Conſideration alone, Sir, without. any * Proofs,” 
is ſufficient to convince ey impartial Man, that for — 
t cars 


80 

into the Adminiſtration, rendered 
who has every Year; ſince that Time, — ho Arne 
pularity; by, purſuing Meaſures" boch at home and abroad, 
which were inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, | or with: he 
Honour and Intereſt of the Nation. It is very well 
Sir, what a Ferment was-railed in the Nation by the Exe- 
cution of the South - Cen Scheme in the Tear 1720: * It is 
known, that the Ferment then raiſed was far from 2 
allayed by the Meaſures taken, the Near ſo for pu- 
niſhing the Guilty and publick Credit. The Diſ- 
contents were ſo great, that from —— —— 

ity; i of the next Paclia-. 


which was ſummoned in the Vear 1722, would geberally: 
have conſiſted of ſuch as were no Friends to the Admini- 
ſtration; but when the Parliament aſſembled, this Houſe 
ſoon appeared to be of a miniſterial; inſtead of being of a 
pular Complexion ; from hence one muſt naturally, and, 
Think, neceſſarily conclude, that our Miniſters had found 
Means to corrupt a Majority of our Elections ; and this Con- 
cluſion is very much ſtrengthened by the large Sums granted 
for paying off the Debts of the Civil Liſt before, and ſoon, 
after the of that Parliament; ſot in the Year 1720, 
the Sum || of 300, 000 J. was paid for this Purpoſe by the 
two Inſurance nies; in the Year 1721, — . 
more was granted hy Parliament + for: the ſame Purpoſe, and. 
in the Year\1725 4 aotber Sum: of 500,0007. _ *, 

* Befides theſe large Suma, Sir, which were apanted © o- 
penly and expreſsly for paying off the Debts and Incumbran- 
ces of the Civil Liſt; by a Clauſe artfully ſlipt into an Act 
of Parliament in the Vear 1721, an annual Sum of above 
36,000 J. was added to the Civil Liſt ;- by ordering, that the 
old Penſions and Annuities charg d upon the hereditary Re- 
venues ſhould, * without being deemed 
to be Part of the 700,000: 4, ſettled upon his late 'Majeſty 
for his Life; and in the Year 1725, the Sum of 101, 800 J. 
was taken from the Sinking Fund, to compleat his late Ma- 
"_ Civil IND to 700,000 per Ann, and __ 

er 


* See CHanDier's Hiſtory, Geo. . p. 223, — 1 Ibid, * 2 
f Ibid. p. 25. — 1 . P. 300. 
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venues: [e will likewiſe ——— 


ed, when a new Parliament came 


| nerally Choſen, which of itſelf is a ſtrong 
receives additional Strength from the memorable extraordi- 


to > cherapt a ; Majority 


onal Grants to'the Civil Lift, es 
as once enquired, in a proper Manner, into the Product u 
the Civil Lift Revenue, or into the of thoſe Re- 


will anſwer for the Miniſter's aſking from, and that Parlia- 
mant's 7 rr to the 
Civil Liſt, during his preſent 's 808 
2 to the ſecond Parliament which was 
choſen under the fame Miniſter's Influence. By che Gs 
duct of our Miniſter, and the tance of the laſt Parlia- 
ment, it may be ſuppoſed, the Diſcontents of  the-»People 
were no Way allayed : It is certain they were rather increa{- 
to be choſen in 
the Year 1727. His preſent Majeſty's happy and peaceable 
Acceſſion to the Throne had, tis true, given great Joy 'to's- 

good Sethe: bat that Joy had no Sort of ee 


very much increaſed by its being 
the Miniſters, or at leaft the 
Reign, would be diſmifſed and called > —— 
therefore it was to be expected, that the People w c 
ſuch Repreſentatives as were well affected to his Majelly, 
but it was not to be expected, if they were left to a free and” 
uucorrupted Choice, that they would y chuſe ſuch 
as were known to be attached to the former Adminiſtration. 
Yet, nevertheleſs, it ſoon that ſuch Men were ge. 


freely choſen, and 2 


nary 
* See Cnanvian's Hiſtory, Anno' 3. Geo. I. 17917, * 10 
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aan Ts: Ante Cirenmiinnced, Gtr, enn it he er 
n the People, if leſt io a free" nd Would 
— hw x ip of riſe: who 2 


before, been burnt in Effipy. - This Parliament 
herd wo een de = They gr we 


bitt. 


profeſſecd Friend | 
ins Sarporers oor Minter? ot» Maori of ich 

returned as Members of this Houſe, and forme of chem — 

rechoſen at the very Places where they had, but 


2. 


the - Miniſter; pros ef 
Thi he id," Abroad and —— 
lotion, and every Bull, hich eee 
They furniſhed Money for Fleets and Armies to aſſiſt eie N 
fever, and they alſo approved of our iving him no Aﬀſtilice': 
They made a conſiderable Addition t. 
Pretence of- its ſaffering by the-Gin-AR 2® They took mg 
Notice of the deluſive and provoking Treatment on Cott 
miſſaries had met With in Spain, becauſe our Miniſter ſeemed 
reſolved AE ———_— 
War: And to ſum up all, of the late 
From hence, Sir, I think, it muſt be preſamed;" 
this Parliament was choſen by the fame Sort of Influence 
two former had been; and upon the Choice of this Nr“ 
ment, I muſt make one Obſervation which ought to be ken 
particular Notice of; Some of the noble s who de- 
clared themſelves openly againſt the Exciſe-Scheme, wht 
perſuaded their Friends in this Houſe to Vote againſb it } 
were of the fixteen Peers for Scotland. And it d de 
remarkable, that not one of all thoſe Peers f ebald 
himſelf rechoſen at the next Election, tho' they were bf a 
good Families, and had as good Characters as any- Lotds 
in the Kingdom; and every one knows, they were turned 
out of every — 69585 IN they held at the TO: 
ſure of the Crown. ' 
Whether any corrupt Practices have been made Us © 
for influencing Gentlemen in their Way of voting,” F hall 
not pretend to decide: I hope every Gentleman would dig 
dain being ſo practiſed upon, and would reſent the' Art 
in a Gentleman-like Manner; but from what I have 
I hope, there will appear ſomething more than a Preſum 
that ſome ſuch Practices have been made Uſe of at —— 
for 20 nnn and n e Gentlemen — 
u a 
+. Seventy Thouſand Pounds: were ited for that Purpoſe, 88. 
CaanpDier's Hiſt. Anno 9. Geo. II. p. 193. 
+ The Duke of WE the Marquiſs of Tweedale, the Earls of | 
Rothes, Buchan, Stair and Marchmont, were left out at the General 


- = 1734 3 See TrxaBERLAND'S Hiſtory of the Houſe of Lords, 
ol, 4+ 
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t nnd, on — without 
Application, it will have ſome Influence upon 
Subſiſtence chiefly d on the Employment 
at the Pleaſure of a Minifter. Therefore, 
„ ge bo» ne oro 3-0 
to make, that for theſe laſt twenty Years, Accounts) 
laid before, and all our Meaſures approy 
Parliament. On the contrary, as there is fo much 
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1. 
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for Suſpicion of corrupt Practices been made Uſe of, 
and as thoſe Practices can be detected by nothing Jef than 
the Power and Authority of Parliament, this very Appro+ 


——— — ů 
Inquiry. 
*7 Afer what | have ſaid, Sir, 1 think it 
enter into a particular Examination of the many — 
— — given fo great Dif- 
to the Nation; and for which no Reaſon could ever yet 
aſbgn'd that was ſatis factory, or fo much as ſeem'sd ſatiſ- 
factory to thoſe who neither poſſeſſed nor expected any Place 
under the Government. Some I have curſorily mentioned, 
, upon this Occaſion, an Attempt ſhould be made to 
any of them, I hope, the Arguments made. Uſe of 
for that Purpoſe will be folly anſwered by thoſe whoſe. Sen- 
timents are the ſame with mine. An impartial and ſtrict 
Inquiry into the Conduct of our publick Affairs is what the 
whole Nation expects from this new Parliament; and there - 
fore I ſhall conclude with moving, That a Committee be 
appointed to inquire into the Conduct of our Affairs at Home 
and Abroad, during the ak "Tidy Tatts” £00 


11 


8 


Effect: 
Sir, 
« The Inquiry, moved for by the Noble Land, is fo" pe- 

nerally and io loodly called for by de People withoas Bihar, 


and it is what "thoſe within, who! Parliaments been fo often; 


the Houſe, and che of havi n nam 
Vol. XIII - lb ed 


Lt, 
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His Lordthip was ſeconded by Sie Jobe . Au- 


. Q +" E. k * A 2A * * 
* = - * 
* - 
* 9 
- 
” 


| (us ) 
A ar ed to be of the Secret Committee, a6 ould" follow; thay 
2743. Directions in the Inquiry they were to male) and from 
ſuch an Inquiry they could fear no Danger, even the ide 
Evidence of their Guilt had been as clear” ur the! Suh” br 
Noon Day. ens 
L That this, Sir, would be the Conſequence they knew b 
Experience, becauſe they had had a Prof of it in the 
relating to the Frauds of the' Cuſtoms, which was" 1 
under the Conſideration of the Houſe by the 
Scheme; for the Reaſon given ' for putting that inſofferable 
Yoke upon the Necks of the People was, the maiy'Frauds 
committed in the Cuſtoms. Theſe Frauds our Miniſters faid 
/ were entirely owing to the Artiſice and Cunning of dur Mer- 
chants and Shop keepers; and that ĩt was im to prevent 
or put a Stop to them, any other Way than by turting u 
the conſiderable Branches of our Cuſtoms into an Hefe. On 
the other Hand, our ' Merchants inſiſted, that moſf of the 
Frauds in our Cuſtoms were owing to the Miſconduct, Ne- 
glect or Connivance in the Officers, and that they might be 
almoſt entirely prevented by ſome proper Regulations, aud 
by having a watchful =o vt the Conduẽt of our 3 
Houſe Officers. e gp 
This, I ſay, Sir, our Metehants iofiſted'0n; They wa 
only infiſted upon it, but they went farther: They got their 
Friends in the Houſe to move for an Inquiry into the Frauds 
of the Cuſtoms ; and our Miniſters having ſet thoſe Frauds 
in ſach a hideous Light, could not avoid conſenting to ſuch 
an Inquiry; but what was the Conſequence ? As te had u 
great Majority in the Houſe, the Commiſſioners of the Frea- 
ury, * and a few more of their own particular Friends, 
were put upon this ſelect Committee of Inquiry: "Thats 
28 to ſay, the Gentlemen Who have the NE of 
the Com miſſioners and Officers of the — wr 
conſequently, anſwerable for their Conduct, were appoin 
to inquire into and detect their Miſconduct, bes any In- 
demnification to thoſe Smugglers that ſhould come to give 
Evidence againſt a Commiſſioner or Officer, or to any infe- 
rior Officer that ſhould come to give Evidence againſt his Su- 
perior. Upon the Appointment of ſuch a Committee, the 
Merchants deſpaired of any Succeſs, therefore they reſolved 
to give themſelves no Trouble: and the Inquiry ended, as 
every one expected it would, in a Juſtification era the 
Commiſſioners and Cone yr 9 * 


See the Names of the Connie nt one of hom voted for 
the Exciſe- Scheme; as alſo of thoſe Members | 

other Side, with the Numbers on the Ballot for wk | in Lekasetas 's 
Hiſtory, Anno 6, Geo, II. 1733. P. 375. 
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| they could never be in any from an Inquiry into 
their Conduct, as -long a8 they had ſo great à Majori 
in 1 and Pharm from they 
began to be more gent, more preſumptuous 
throwing out their Defiances than they had ever been before. 
But the Caſe is now altered: The Majority of this Houſe 
ſeems to conſiſt of ſuch as will not approve of 4 C 
unleſs they find it merits their. Approbation ; therefore, if a 
ſelect Committee of Inquiry be appointed, it will probably 
confiſt of ſuch Gentlemen as will make it their Buſineſa to 
inquire ſtrictly and impartially ; and this may, perhaps, be 
a Reaſon for their — now to prevent, what they 
have ſo often provok'd ; but they do, Neill bes rouge 
Argument for the Motion, than any I can think of in its Fa- 
vour, and therefore I ſhall add no more, but conclude with 
ſeconding what nme 12 


Sir Charles Wager * oppoſed the Motion. n Wigns, 


Mr Speaker, 
© The Honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt has ſuggeſ- 


ted ſuch a Reaſon for oppoſing this Motion, as, I believe, 


he thinks, will make Gentlemen aſhamed to oppoſe it ; and, 
indeed, if I were upon this Queſtion to determine myſelf by 
the Regard I have for the Adminiſtration, and without any 
Regard to my Country, or to the Dignity of this Houſe, I 
ſhould be — — it: On the contrary, I ſhould, 
before now, have taken an Opportunity to make ſome ſuch 
Motion, for the very Reaſon ſuggeſted why ſome Gentlemen 
ſhould be againſt it: I mean, becauſe I am convinced, that 
a proper Committee would be appointed, and that that Com- 
mittee would inquire in the ſtricteſt and moſt impartial Man- 
ner. This, I am ſure, is what Tag who has the 
Honour of being employed by his wy 5 moſt Ne 
wiſhes for, = they have all n to do fo, becauſe 
would put an End to all thoſe Calumnies, which by ſome 
People, for what Reaſon may be eaſily gueſſed at, have been 
ſo artfuily invented, and ſo ;nduſtrioully ſpread againſt them. 
© For this Reaſon, Sir, if 2 lay aſide all Regard 
for my Country, as well as the Regard I have for the Digni- 
ty of this Houſe, I ſhould moſt - heartily concur in any Mo- 
tion for an Inquiry i into the Conduct of our publick Affairs; 
becauſe I am not only à Friend to thoſe employed in the 
Adminiſtration, but have the Honour to have ſome ſmall 
Share in it. But the true Intereſt of my Country, and the 
real Dignity of this Houſe, ſhall always, with me, outweigh 
1741. | U.S :: every 
* Firſt Commiſſioner of the Admiralty, 


hink it would be dangeraus 3 
ry I take ta be inconfiſtent with. 
and an Ioquiry, at: ſuch; a eriti | 
ſent, wauld certainly be of the maſt dangerous Conſequence 
to the Nation. A Miniſter. may be calumniated, 
have moſt glaring Falſhoods . propagated againſt him. 
there ever a Miniſter. that had not? But when t 
againſt him is known to be falſe, would it be cond 
the Digvity af this Houſe ta take up our Time with an Jr 
quiry into his Conduct, merely far the Sake of vieds | 
his Character ? Suppoſe we had Reaſon to think that 


i Y 


againſt the 


tention in thoſe that adviſed or purſued them. 
© This, Sir, is my Way of thinking, and while I think; 
ſo, I muſt look upon an Inquiry into the .Condu of. our 
publick Affairs as abſolutely unneceſſary, and conſeq 
inconſiſtent with the Dignity of this Houfe. But f 
F thought otherwiſe : Suppoſe I thougbrt ſome of our Mi- 
niſtera had, through Weakneſs or Wickedneſs, miſled the 
Crown, or that they had been guilty of illegal Practices in 
the Execution of what was committed to their Care by the 
Crown, I ſhould be far ſrom thinking the preſent a proper 
Time for enquiring into and puniſhing their Maſdemeanors ; 
becauſe, however guilty they might be, the Nation could 
not ſufter. by a Delay of Juſtice, whereas it might ſuffer, 
perhaps be undone, by calling great Offenders to an Account, 
| oh. at 
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tion, than any our 


| meſtick Quiet, E 


at à Criſis more 
« EIA 


I hope, it will always. be ſu 


whatſoever 2 
fender 


ation, the . 


Therefore, however much we may have 
wicked Advice or illegal Practices of 


Mr Phillips ſpoke next to the Efelt as follows: 
Si 
< Lam farpeifed to hear the Motion made by the noble 


Lord oppoſed by apy Gentleman in this Houſe: A Motion 


founded in * ſi ted by Precedent, and warranted 
by Neceſſity. Juſtice to the Nation, but Juſtice 
to thoſe ie been in the Adminiſtration, calls for an 
Inquiry, that every Man's Actions may ſpeak for him, and 
that Cenſure may be confined to thoſe. only that have de- 
ſerved it, Surely no innocent Man can be under any Ap- 
prehenſions from the ſtricteſt Examination of his Conduct: 
\ Thoſe Fears attend the Guilty only. 

The Hon. Gentleman feems to think an Inquiry unne- 
ceſlary. I beg Leave to aſk, will any Gentleman in this 
Houle undertake to defend the —— that have been pur- 
ſued for twenty Vears paſt? Will any Gentleman ſay, that 
the wretched Condition we are in, is is the Effect of Chance 
only ? Shall there be the leaſt Suſpicion of Miſwanagement, 
and a Britz4 Houſe of Commons not inquire into it? How 
much more at a Time when the Nation is reduced to the 
laſt Extremity, by corrupt, weak, and puſillanimous Mea- 
ſures ? Shall the Fatality that has attended every Step of 
our Conduct for ſo many Years paſt, inſect this Houſe alſo, 
and throw us into a Lethargy ? Surely, no. The Voice of 
the Nation calls for an Inquiry: Our Credit abroad cannot 
be ſupported without it 3 and the Reputation of every Man 
in this Houſe is nearly concerned in it. In vain ſhall we 
attempt to retrieve our loſt Honour by purſuing new Men- 
ſures, if we do not firſt cenſure and puniſh the Authors of 
the old: In vain ſhall we attempt to gain Allies, and to 

convince 


An. 15; o in comvince them that we are in earneſt in the Proſectition bf 


7741. 


Mr Henry Fox. 


been raiſed in Times of Peace, and no Debts paid 
Armies raiſed in Times of War, and no Services per ſot 


vention, and what did theſe all end in but War? How ha 


4 go ) =) 


the War againſt our Enemies abroad, -unleſs. we f call 
thoſe to an Account, that have been "their ſecret A 
and Encouragers at home. 44 2554 3 v6 
- © Tf ever there was 'a' Cauſe” for an Inquiry ge pat 
Tranſactions, it is now: Have not large Sums of 


' 
Have we not negotiated ourſelves out of all our Allies; and 
all our Credit? Treaty after Treaty, Convention after Oos. 


that War been conducted? Why, ſhamefully, ſcandgloulſly, 
to the Encouragement of the Enemy and the Diſhonour of 
the Nation: Large Fleets fitted out to fight the Seas only, 
and return ſhattered and torn, to Spithead, while the Enemy 
were every Day ſeizing our Ships for want of 'Craizers and 
Convoys, and neighboufing Nations taking this Advantage 
to ſupplant us in Trade. A gallant Admiral. was indeed 
ſent to the Wefi-Indies, but ſent too late, and not 
when there: Another was ſent to the Mediterranean, but 
with what Intent I know not, unleſs it was to 1 an 
Embarkation of Spaniſb Troops for Italy. 3 
« Shall a Britiſb Houſe of Commons not inquire nico the 
Cauſes of theſe Things? They muſt: They will, Sir, or 
forfeit all the Reputation they have hitherto gained, - And 
if Theſe are to be inquired into, - what better Method 
than by a Select Committtee to be choſen by Ballot? It s 
a Parliamentary Method that has been attended with 
good Conſequences to the Nation, but fatal ones, indeed, 
to thoſe that have made an Abuſe of Power; and tis unic- 
countable to me, that any others but ſuch, or thoſe that have 
a Mind to ſcreen them, ſhould make an Oppoſition to it. 
For my own Part, if it was the Caſe of my Brother, if he 
was innocent, I ſhould think this the propereſt Method 0 
make that Innocence appear; and if he was guilty, | I ſhould -- 
think it the greateſt Crime in me, to endeavour to ſcreen 
him from National * en I am 2 a, for 
the Queſtion, 


Mr Henry Fox * ſpoke to the following Purpoſe : gf 
Mr Speaker, 
When [ conſider the preſent Circumſtances of this Nat- 
on and of Euroje : When I reflect, that we are now 
in open War with one of the moſt potent Kingdoms in 
Europe, upon the Event of which both our Trade and Na. 
vigation depend : When I refle& that Europe is now engaged 
in 


# Surveyor-General of his Majeſty's Works. 


ä (CS) 125 
dy nl / rein | 'be enſlaved, unleſs we 1747, 
with the Utmoſt our Strength, I cannot but be of .Opini — 
I think every Man muſt, that Union amongſt ourſelves was 
never more neceſſary than ĩt is at this important Criſis: And 
therefore, I am not a little ſurpriſed" to hear a Propoſition 
ſeriouſly made, and 


—B 
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vigorouſly | ſupported: in this | Houſe; 
which moſt neceſſarily hot only revive all dur former Divi- 
fions, but create new ones amongſt us, and + excite mote ; 
violent Animoſities than any that have appeared in this King- >. e 
dom for many Yeats. | , eee % 


2 


- © That this, Sir, — vo the Effect of a general 1 % F 
y Years | 
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into the Conduct of our publick Affairs for ſo-man 

paſt, we muſt ſuppoſe from the Experience of all former In- 
quiries 3 and as the Inquiry now propoſed is more general, 
and comprehends à longer Time, than any ſach Inquiry e- 
ver did, this Effect will not only be the more certain but the 
more fatal. Nay that this will be the Effect muſt a * 
from the very Nature of the Charge upon which the Moti 
on Is founded ; for the Charge confiſts chiefly, not in Facts 
or Practices that muſt be admitted to be Crimes, but in Al- 
legations that the Meaſures we have been | 


a rſuing were 
wrong, notwithſtanding their having been all authoriſed or . 


— 
* 


F BEAESES 


or approved of by Parliament, Muſt not this of Courſe reyive 
\nd all our former Diſpates about the Fitneſs or Unfitneſs of 
hod thoſe Meaſures ? And when the Condemnation or Acquital of 
t is Men in high Stations depends upon the Fate of the Queſtion, 
vith mult not thoſe Diſputes be carried on with greater Animoſi- 
ed, ty, I may ſay with greater Fury than ever they were before ? 
nac- One Part of the Charge, indeed, I ſhall admit to be 
ave criminal. To apply the publick Money towards corrupting 
it. the Members of this Houſe, or the Voters at any Election, 
f he muſt by all Men be allowed to be a Crime; but it is pleaſant 
13 to obſerve, how the Advocates for this Motion attempt to 
ould - - prove this Part of their Wich regard to the Mea- 
_ fares that have been ap of -by Parliament, they firſt 


ſuppoſe that thoſe Meaſures were apparently wrong; and 
their Inference from thence is, that therefore the Members 
maſt have been under a corrupt Influence, otherwiſe ſuch 
Meaſures could not have met with an Approbation in Par- 
liament. Then with regard to Elections, they firſt ſuppoſe 


1 


that the Majority of the Electors were diflatisfied with the 

f Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, and would conſequently 

s in have ſent up diſſatisſied Repreſentatives, if they had been 

Na- left to a free and uncorrupted Choice; but as they did not 
gel do fo, therefore the Electors were certainly under a corrupt” . _ 


Influence. This is all the Proof they have hitherto offered, 
| and 
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— — 1nd ach leſs — ave: 
vinced that thoſe Meaſures were right. 

Now, Sir, with regard to Elections: They ſay; ex 
tions muſt have been under a corrupt Influence, bectuſethe 
Repreſentatives were not of the ſame Comp 
Majority of their Conſtituents. Here likewiſe the Prof 

| they ofer is & — the Queſtion. That there 
have been, are now, and — will be ſome Men without 
Doors, as well as within, who diſapprove of the Meaſures 
ved by our Government, I do not in the leaſt queſtion 

t that a Majority of the better Sort of People are: {oj or 

— lately been ſo, I cannot admit. Great Endeaygurn; 
great  Artifice, and great Induſtry, have, I know, been 
lately uſed to impoſe r make them ſo 3 and theſe 

ndeavours may upon ſeveral Occaſions have bad ſomt N. 

upon the giddy Mob ; but our Elections, ' think God! 
do not depend upon ſuch People. They are generally $04 
verned by Men of Fortune and Underſtanding; and of fa 
our Miniſters, for this twenty Years paſt, have been ſo hap» 
py as to have a Majority in their Favour. © Therefore; 
when we talk of P 2 with regard to Elections, - welought 
to think only of thoſe of of the . — Sort, without campre- 
hending the Mob or mere Dregs of the People 3 for an Elet- 
tion may be free and uncorrupted tho“ theſe appear 8. 
gainſt it, but would be very far from being free, if the 'Elec- 
tors were intimidated and compelled to yote as — by 
a tumultuous Mob of low People: and by them only it was, 
that any Member of this Houſe was burnt in hy! on Ac 
count of the late Exciſe-Scheme 3 conſequently, tho 
Member was rechoſen at the ſame Place for a new P 
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Houſe, 


| 


quiry ; but of late Years, I am ſure, no ſuch Meaſures have 
been purſued, nor any Meaſures that can, or, I believe, 
will be condemned by a great Majority of this Houſe of Com- 
mons. 9 Wag now have no 2 for ſetti 
up an Inquiry, u ome particular criminal Facts 
be alledged and offered to be proved ; and even in this Caſe, 
we could have no Pretence for a general Inquiry: We could 
inquire only into the particular Facts complained of, which 
would take up much leſs of our Time, and give lefs Diſtur- 
bance to the Nation, than à general Inquiry into the Con- 
duct of our publick Affairs for 22 paſt. 

* Such a general Inquiry, with ſuch a Retroſ 
is without Precedent, and would be a moſt — Prece- 
dent. If ſuch an Inquiry ſhauld be agreed to, and a Com- 
mittee appointed for that Purpoſe, it would be of Courſe in- 
ſiſted on, that all of State, even thoſe of the moſt 


ſecret Nature, ſhould be laid before them ; and, indeed, tbey 


could not make their Inquiry compleat without having all 
ſuch Papers. Our Committces 
Vor. XIII X ons 


| | 


EY ; 


An. 15. Geo. II. ons are, Few, called Secret Committees; but ho®Jufth, 
1741. ience may ſhew ; for few important Setret# e 


ky rcmain'd fo, after being once laid before ſuch'a"Commitiee; 
| and the Nature of the Thing ſpeaks itſelf, for Whg &$6. 
eret is committed to a great Number of Perſons; "every one 
of them becomes the leſs careful of concealing" st, een 
when it is diſcovered, it is not eaſy to fix the Diſcovery up. 
on any one of them. | Therefore if ſuch a'Precydent were 
— — par — 1 
would any Foreign State, or. any nſequence 
ever enter into any ſecret Tranſaction with our Goyertinient; 
N becauſe he could not know, but that the Secret might, twenty 
"Ip Years afterwards, be diſcovered by a Parliamentary *Tnguiry 
with a twenty Years Retroſpect. 02 gen 
ä | © But beſides being a dangerous Precedevt, Sir the fe. 
ting up ſuch an Inquiry at this Juncture might, ny, p- 
bably would, be attended with the moſt fatal-Confequence 
both with reſpect to our War againſt Spainy and With ve 
ſpett to our Negotiations for preſerving a Balante f Power 
in Europe. As we have for ſome Time been curtying un 
War againſt Spi, it is not to be doubted but our Minifters 
have had ' ſome ſecret Intelligence from thence: Our 
News Papers tell us that the Court of Spain have diſcovered 
a Plot for delivering the Groyne into their Hands ; And the 
that Plot has been diſcovered, yet we may fromi"theneepre- 
ſame, that our Miniſters have ſtill a ſecret Correſpondene in 
Spain: Would it not be of the moſt fatal Conſi to 
have that Intelligence, or that Correſpondence difcovered? 
And can any one anſwer for its being kept'concealed, "aſter 
being expoſed to a Secret Committee of this Houſe, and 
all the Secretaries and Clerks that muſt neceſſarily be em- 
ployed by them. We muſt likewiſe ſuppoſe; "that ſeveral 
Schemes have been laid before our Miniſters for Attack 
the Spaniards, both in Europe and America, aud ſome” 
thoſe Schemes may probably be ſuch as ought to be carried 
into Execution; would it be prudent in us, to run the Riſk 
of having all or any of thoſe Schemes diſcovered to the N. 
nemy ? And yet this Riſk we maſt run, if the preſent Mo- 
tion ſhould be agreed to. 1:4 21106 JED 
Then, Sir, with regard to our Negotiations 2 As the 
Flames of War have been above a Twelvemonth ſince kindled 
in Germany : As there is a moſt powerful Confederacy formed. 
agzinſt tae Houſe of Auftria,| we muſt ſuppoſe, chat our 
Coart have been carrying on Negotiations for drawing ome 
of the Powers off from that Confederacy, and for forming 
a Counter-Confederacy in Favour of the Queen of Hungen. 
In all ſuch Caſes, as every Court in Europe * 
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ular Views and Intereſts, che Negotiations muſt be of 


a moſt ſecret Nature: Arguments muſt de made uſe of, and 


fatal to have diſcovered to another ; and as all thoſe Tranſacti- 
ons are yet in Embrio, can we deſire, that his Mazeſty ſhould | 
lay the Whole before a Commuttee of this Houſe ? Can we 
ſuppoſe it to be conſiſtent with. his Honour to do ſo, when we 
mult ſuppoſe, that he has, at leaſt with ſome of thoſe Courts, 
engaged to keep the TranſaCtion,ſo ſecret as not to com- 
municate it to any but to ſome of his chief -Miviſters of 


? YI > , FL NN.» RH WOE REES Md 45.7 4 
W Whole, Sir, I can ſee no Occaſion: we have 
for the Inquiry propoſed ;, and if I did, I r ö 
in our preſent Circumſtances, to carry it on wich Effect. 
This is my ſincere Opinion: and as I can ſee no Danger or 


Inconvenience in delaying it 8 or two, in whick - 


Time our own Tranquility, as the Tranquility of 
Eurepe, may, perhaps, be re-eſtabliſhed, and all thoſe grand 
Affairs which are now in Agitation finally ended, I muſt 
therefore be againſt the Motion, and I hope the noble Lord, 


when he thoſe Things, will agree ro have it with- 
drawn. IR. ern . | 
Mr Yelters Cornewall ſpoke next, as follows: Mr Cornewall. 
Sir, | | 


I do not get up, as preſuming to think any Thing that 
I ſhall offer can inforce a Queſtion: of this Importance. But 
as this Queſtion tends to an Inquiry into thoſe Meaſures, 
which, in the univerſal Opinion of Mankind, have been 
thought ſo deſtructive to this Nation; an Opinion which, 
tho' in my private Sentiments- I have ever joined in, yet, as 
I have never had an Opportunity of giving my publick Te- 
ſtimony againſt them, I cannot now refrain from | 
my Satisfaction at ſeeing the Time come, when they will 
be thoroughly fifted ; and it - is with Joy I look on myſelf 
as now going to give a Pledge to the Publick, that I ſhall 
ever look upon bad Meaſures with equal Deteſtation. | 

The People of England, reduced almoſt to a State of 
Deſpondency from the ruinous Conduct hitherto, purſued. 
for many Years paſt, have placed their only and laſt Hopes . 
in the Independence, Juſtice, and Firmneſs of this Parlia- 
ment: It is from this Confidence that every honeſt Man in 
the Kingdom now chearfully ſubmits to the Burden we are 
neceſſitated to impoſe on them; as they expect to ſee Free- 
dom and Happineſs ſecured to them at Home, and national. 
Honour retrieved Abroad. — But as theſe Hopes can only 
ve anſwered by an Alteration. of thoſe Meaſures that have 
oecaſioned their Diſtreſs and Complainte, how baffled will 
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Memorials delivered at one Court, which it would be mot. 
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How ill an Earneſt would 


ration of Meafares, fhookd we decline an 1 4 | 

that have been ſo cried out againſt? Co pollibly 
ſuppoſe it to be from any other Motive thaw an Apptetien- 
fion, let we might lay a Foundation for condemning” our” 
own future luct, countenancing an Fnquiry into” da 


of others, which is ? | "In 24 
| Complaint of palt Mes. 


- 


But, Sir, whether the univerſal 
ſures be the Effect of Artifice and Miſrepreſentation (as might” 
de pretended) on a weak and deluded „ or ſprings 

from the real Grievances of an injured and 
one, I ſay, whichſoever be the Caſe, farety 


rence, an I at leaft, which in „ in Duty, 
it becomes this Houfe to ſhety the collective of the 
People of Great Britain, 'by op Se that Sa 
whicha thoroogh Diſcuifition into the Subjefts of Complant, 
only can, and only ought to give then... 
And therefore, for God's Sake! let every Getitfeman 
refte&' on the Confequences that will attend your Determi- 
nation in the Aﬀair before or Is the Screening à few' 
publick Delinquents from Inquiry, to be put in "Balance 
with the giving Repoſe to the diſturbed Minds of the whole 
People of three Kingdoms ? an 
1 is the Ctiterion of publick Virtue : It may, 
like /harizPs Spear, detect a Devil, however difgdifed in 
the Shape of an Angel, but can never obfcure the Bright- 
neſs of Truth. If Meafores have been right, they wilt 
ſtand joſtifed by it, and the People of F2g/and will reſt 
 fatisfied : If they have been iniquitous, the People expe 
Juſtice * the Goilt falls, and W oy 
may extend itſelf. It is not a narrow perſonal Trq | 
is aimed at, meanly confined to this or that Oiled, 
but an Inquiry into Offences, whereſoever they ſhall be 
found, that becomes the Dignity of this Hoaſe. _ 
© I ſhall not take THE e ſo unneceſſarily, as to 
enter into a particular Diſquiſition of thoſe Meafores that 
call for this Inquiry, which have been ſo often and ſo well 
expoſed, and which ſpeak more ſtrongly their own Guilt, 
than the moſt powerful Eloquence can point out. Uneape- 
rienced as I am in Matters of a publick Nature, I ſhould 
think it no difficult Taſk, to run through a Deduction of - 
our publick Miſmanagement, both at Home and Abroad, too 
groſs not to be the Oujerh of common Diſcertiment, and 
ſome Inſtances perhaps that have not come within the No- 
tice of the general otnplainc, But I ſhould think ſuch 8 
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But all theſe Things have their Periods, whereas Examples 
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Kingdom, from t 
aloud for Farliamentary 
that, when it durſt no longer wi 
the united Voice of « jay enraged People, cloſed itſelſ, 
ſome Part, with the higheft, the moſt provoking Strains 
Inſolence, that ever were dared to be offered to any Nation 
under the Sun in our Circumſtances, by making the moſt di- 
ſtinguiſh'd Inſtruments of the moſt deteſted ures tri- 
umph, by their Exaltation gver the Injuries and Reſentment 
of the whole Britif 1 ea 
« But, Sir, it is the future at- 
tend this Inquiry, and 1 arifing from it, 
prevail with me, over all other Conſiderations: I have no 
doubt of ſeeing a Reformation of Meafures for ſome Time: 
Who, that looks round this Aſſembly, can doubt it, as long 
as it ſubſiſts thus conſtituted ? A wiſe and honeſt Parliament 
will always make thoſe in the Direction of Affairs ſo too. 


£ 


are of perpetual Security. | 

* Weare now, Sir, in a Situation, both oy N—— 
and domeſtick Affairs, which points out Union as the only 
Means that can make us a glorious and happy People, and 
found the 'Throne of «his Royal Family, which every Man 
of common Senſe and Honeſty muſt wiſh for, on that never 
to be ſhaken Baſis, the undivided Hearts of the People. 
And, Thanks be to God | the pleaſing Proſpect already o- 
pens itſelf, by the ſubſiding of thoſe unfortunate Diſtinctions 
that have been artfully fomented, in a general Zeal ſor p 
moting the (rue Intereſt of our King, and the Good of our 
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— Opn: A Proſpet garten 1 
= both, and thay muſe to none but as 
| Frans 


Tre 
ſerve the infamous. Views. of their own | 
tional Union can only be, brought about BA To = 
Satisfaction; and I look upon the Step we are now takin 
perfectly contributory to that Eud. True Union can 
ſubſiſt amongſt honeſt Men: All | other Union i 18 e 


deſtructive of itſelf. 
. is indiſſoluble, and ſhould, 


The Union Lam ſpeaking of. 
the Dregs of. Faction, e 
tion of a Party only made conliderable, ; 
: rupt it, they would only diſcover. their ww Inga. 
| 2 to the Contempt and Deteſtation . Te We 


7 N for the Method propoſed by this Motion, ie, a 
only one by which a, publick Inquiry can be carried on 
perly, or with Succeſs. The Impropriety of la laying al! 
pers before the Houſe, . 
and every Man knows how eaſy it is to ohſtruct or 
an Inquiry ſo extended as this is, if i pl. xl, 
numerous an Aſſembly. But this is ſo obvious to any Man 
who means getting at Truth, that I need only ſay, that I 
conſider all * againſt this Method, as 
raiſed only becauſe it is praQticable. For my own Part, as T 

conſider this Queſtion, as tending to reſtore Satisfaction to the 
Nation, Credit and Popularity to the Government at Home, 
and Weight and Dignity to it Abroad; and as it tends to 
the Honour of this Houſe, I am beartily for ii 


Lord Percival. . Lord Percival ſpoke next. . C 
Sir, we 

© I ſhould act a very inconſiſtent Part, If I did not ſu 
the Motion now under your Confideration, with the 
Zeal with which I concurred in that made ſome feu Days. 
aſter I had the Honour of taking my Seat in = 
Nothing, Sir, has happened, nothing, Sir, can happen-to * g 
ter my Opinion in this Reſpect, that the Publick have a 
Right, that is a Duty incumbent upon us to inquire riftly 
into the Conduct of the late Adminiſtration. 
It was then my Opinion, that we had Grounds ſufficient | 

to induce us to that Inquiry: The general Voice of the Na- 
tion, the almoſt deſperate Condition of our Affairs, both 
Abroad and at Home, then rendered the Inquiry highly 
neceſſary: The Preſumption was ſtrong, that the Intereſt of - 
the Nation had been betrayed ; and I thought I ſhould have 
abuſed the Confidence repoſed in me by my Country, * 
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hut theſe Reaſons for Inquiry ure i 


of the himſelf: To "theſe are-added rhe vide Opini- | 
on of our Allies Abroad: 2 
The King has at length diſmiſſed his Miniſter, 0 be 
has diſmiſſed him without any Application from this Houſe 
to that Purpoſe.— He has — it of his own; Motion. His 
Majefty has diſmiſſed à Miniſter who had ſerved him many 
Years, and, as we are well convinced, agaitiſt the Inclinati- 
on of that Miniſter. Had his Majeſty believed, that he hat 
ſerved him faithfully, Who can imagine, that he would' have 
turned him out of is Service ? We muſt therefore 
that his Majeſty's Opinion has concurred with the Opinion 
of the Nation, with the Opinion of eliuls in Gi Houle, who 
expreſſed Suſpicions of his Conduct 
Our Allies abroad have vifibly proved dy their late 
Meaſures, that they entertained the ſame 8 A ge- 
neral Indolence ſeemed to have ſeized on all the Powers joined 
in common Intereſt with us: Their Reſolutions were as 
languid, their Conduct equally tame and deſpicable, in the 
neral Danger of Ezrope, as the Councils of this Nation. 
We were told, that this Infatuation abroad was the Cauſe 
of our weak and pafillanimous Meaſures at home. Bat it is 
now diſcovered, that our Conduct was not influenced by their 
Meaſures, but that their Meaſures" were influericed by our 
Conduct. The Moment that this Miniſter was diveſted of 
his Power, the Charm was at obce diſpelled: The Datch, 
notwithſtanding all the dilatory Forms of that Government, 
ed to a vaſt Augmentation of their Forces. The King 
of Sardinia has determined to take Part in the common 
Cauſe ; and it is a at; that from the Removal of wy 
Miniſter, the Spirit of the Grand Alliance has ha 
vived, as mach as it 'was once fa depreſſed 
moval of the great —— . 
This happy Event demands our Attention; it has o- 
pened a Proſpect of Preſervation to the Balance of Power, of 
which we had loſt all View before. If we do not ſeize this 
happy Moment, how can we anſwer for it to ourſelves, to 
our Country, to Poſterity ? But unleſs we engage with 
Vigour in this Inquiry, how can we hope to avail ourſelves 
of this Event? Does any Man i „ that it is a Change 
of Men that has given this new Life to the Counſels of our 
Allies? No, Sir, it the Confidence that a Change of _ 
ures 
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than then ; we had Reaſon to inquire then from the Suſpi- 
cions of the Pablick, 7 9—— Theſe 
Reaſons ſtill ſobliſt; tad 'to'thele are the Suſpicions 
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« In private Life, what Man df commen d win 
diſmiſs a Steward after» Service of twenty Years {danny = 
which his Accounts had never been inſpected) withoat's care 
ful Examination, before he gave him a Diſcharge ? The #& 
blick ftand in the ſame Light with regard to this Minaten 
and the Publick will want common Senſe in this Inſtance, W 
a private Man would do. in the other, if they ſuſſer tw 
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ſerve that this 
this Houſe; and if this 
to talk, upon any ſuch 
or the Voice of the Si | 
au REY ith jon. 
muſt always be u to be ſo 3 ſor there is no other 
Way of determining what is the Voice of the Nation. If we 
, Vor. XIII. | 5 * 
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I thence * that ce o 5 
People the Governntht and bse ns KV ON 
ny with The t wil, for the ſame Reaſon, judge, that 

Voice eice of the People is in Favour of the Governinent" 

—— one of "thoſe Gentle men would be for an In 
the other it, r 
re, when ſuch # Queſtion happens to be flarted in 
| | Houle, no Gentleman == S berger has U Oi 
of the People without Doors, nor ought he to allow whit 
has heard without Doors, in the leaſt, to enter his Thou! 


If he does, he can hardly avoid bei 4 OY 
Company be has kept, nd foch A Mat tan ae be's 


Judge in ſuch a Queſtion. 
L Aan thi, Sir, are we üs? Hoo a0 itt jp | 
upon ſuch Occaſions ? The Anſwer is eaſy ; Every Gen 
man ought” to conſider by himſelf the Meaſores partued 
the Government. If a general 1 . iry be moped for, 
ought to confider, or, perhaps, r er by himſelf," all 
Meaſures that have been purſued by the Government _—_ 


the Time propoſed to be inquired into: If 
amination he finds Reason: to conclude, werke been | 
generally wrong. he ought then to agree to the they e = 
poſed : But if he finds Reaſon to — that t 
5 — right, he ought to be apainſt it: Nay, een | 
he finds Reaſon to mn any one or two — 
ſures, he ought to be againſt a general Inquiry ; becatle 15 
that Queſtion is rejected, he may hiniſelf propoſe x 
cular Inquiry into the Affair he finds Reaſon to cb | 
at leaſt ſuſpect, and that wonders Au agreed to by the 
Houſe, , notwithſtanding our rejected the former,” But 
in ſach Ciſes I muſt 2 that ee to che "uſual 


Cuſtom of Parliament, we oopht firſt b r6 Queſtion 
to condemn : the Meaſure, ore We 2 an G for 


inquiring into the Authors, or the ConduRt of e Auchvr 
of any particular Meaſure. | n 15 
Now, Sir, as the prefent C ion is for 4 


quiry, and for a longer T I believe, than ever 


former Inquiry ed to extend to, it will a 
what I have ſaid, a Aba particular Genius: 2 


ter into the Examination fates Meaſures purſued by our 
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- The next Meaſure of a Domeſtick Nature that ſeems to 
he objected to, is the n from Time to Time to 
the Civil Liſt, and the Additions that have been made to 
that Revenue. If there was any Crime in this, Sir, I muſt 
really think it lies more properly at our own. Door, than at 
the Door of any Miniſter, or of the Adminiſtration in gene- 
ral; and therefore, before we agree to this Queſtion, we 
ought, I think, to amend it, by reſolving, That a Com- 
mittee be appointed to inquire into the Conduct of our Af- 
fairs at Home and Abroad, and into the Conduct of the 
Houſe of Commons, dwing the laſt Twenty Years. But 
8s none of thoſe Grants were. made, without having proper 
Eſtimates and Accounts laid before the Houſe, and as from 
thoſe Eſtimates and Accounts the Neceſſity of thoſe Grants 
were made appear, we can have no Reaſon to find Fault 
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" ws da th "ok Vit r alt ne 1 
granting any of the ums of Money, of "At 
. to the Civil Li. And," _— 
we confider, that there are many accidental 1 
fall upon the Civit Lift Revenue, and A (ix es which 
riſe higher than that at which they v eſtimated,” we 
Cannot be ſurpriſed, that in the late Liog's Time it been 
neceſſary, from Time to Time, to grant a Sum e payl 
off the Debts of the Civil Lift, or that his preſent Maj 
Minitters ſhould defire to have an | Additi ition made to . at 2 | 
Acceſſion to the Throne. | 
ANY * The Exciſe-Scheme is another Affair 
E Nature, that ſeems to have been parti fre? os 4 to Due 
EH this Debate. I know, Sir, that great Art and gang 
1 was made Uſe of to make people believe, that this Scheme 
was intended as an Introduction to a general Exciſe,/and that 
it was a Preliminary to a. formed Deſign for deftroying our 
Conſtitution, and making Slaves' of us ll. But 46 f Ke 
that Time, and have had ever fince, a Friendſhip "and 
timacy with "thoſe who approved of that Scheme, "ahd "4 
troduc'd it into this Houſe, I know the Falſhood "of thoſe 
Infinuations. However I * not deſire Gentlemen take 
my Word for it. I ſhall ony defire Gentlemen td have 
little Charity, and to judge of other Men's Actions and Id. 
tentions, as they would defire others to judge of their own. 
If they do this, they will not aſcribe any Action to a Wiek 
ed Motive, when an upright one can, with more Probability, 
be aſliened ; and this is evidently the Caſe with "Regard to 
the Exciſe-Schetne, I hope it will be granted, that "to pre 
vent Frauds in the Collection of the publick "Taxes, and 
thereby increaſe the publick Revenas, 1 is as upri gh > 
even as laudable a ON as any Man can me . 
believe, it will likewiſe be . that the Exciſe Sch en, 
had it been paſſed into a Law, would have had this E 
at leaſt it muſt be granted, that it was very reaſonable a0 - 
reſume it would have had this Effect, from the Experience 
we had before had of the Effect of che Duty pen 
Coffee, Tea and Chocolate, by Way of Exciſe 
Conſumption, inſtead of raiſing them by the Method 6f Ot- 
ſtoms upon the Importation, and allowing thoſe Caſtomnsto 
be drawn back upon the Exportation. This then 'was oe 
Motive for approying of, and introducing th&Exciſe- 7 
which muſt be allowed to have been an upright one; but dn 
the other Hand it is ſaid, that this Scheme would have 
overturned our Conſtitution, and eſtabliſhed arbitrary Power, 
by giving Miniſters an uncontroulable Influence at al Elec 
ons. Thatit would bave had ſuch an Effet I Rill very much 
% . 
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and I au ſure it is much more charitable, i 
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entered into by ſome Foreign Powers, which 

laid the Foundation of new Troubles and Diſturbances in 

Europe, and to threaten his Subjects with the\Loſs of the 
* moſt adyanta Branches of their Trade; obliged him, 

without any Loſs of Time, to conclude that Treaty. It . 

was then well known, * _ En were : d 

in Part, appeared even from the publick T : The & 
niardi were reſolved to wreſt Gibraltar 1 x] melts 
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100 The Emperor was reſolved to ſupport his Ofen Company in 
«x ſpite of we. For chal Purpolts-thoy el 

the other; and the King of Spain, as a further Recom 

Cu- granted the Emperor's Subjects ſuch Liberties and Privileges 

10 10 in both the Indies, as were inconſiſtent with our Com 

one and with the Treaties ſubſiſting between Spain and us. 

me, Theſe were their Engagements, and if we did not ſubmit, 

of the Emperor was to attack his Majeſty's Foreign Dominions, 

8 whilſt Spain was to make a Diverſion by invading theſe 

ger, Kingdoms in Favour of the Pretender. The, Court of V. 

eddi erna went even ſo far as to threaten his late Majeſty with 
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11 * Sce the Speech at large; and the Emperor's Memorial in CnANn- 
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in ſuch a Caſe? Sir, their Shyoeſs in this Reſpect, elpeciall 
with regard to Spain, dught to be the Ground of Ap 
rather than Inquiry : And in futyre Ages, when Time. has 
put an End to Envy, which, thank God! is not ſo Jang- 
wy ao Truth, <3 lll appar on hel. | - 
1 now come, Sir, to conſider aur Behaviour * 0 
War broke out between France and the Emperor 1 
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their Failing in the Performance of ſuch a folemn and-expli. 
cit Stipulation, . would of courſe render them blameable in 
the Eyes of all Ezrope ; which, conſidering the-Intricacy of 
the other Diſputes between the two Nations, 7 


by any Power in Ezrope. This Meaſure, therefore, or 
Approbation it met with in Parliament, can as little-afford- 
juit Cauſe for an Inquiry, as any other that has been 
tioned in this Debate; and thence, I hope, it will appear, that 
we have at preſent no ſolid Ground for an Inquiry, from the 
ſuppoſed Weakneſs or Wickedneſs of any of our late 
ſures. | 


If a Miniſter, or an Adminiftration, are to be compared 
to the Steward of an Eftate, we ſhall from thence find as 
little Reaſon for an Inquiry; nay, upon this Principle, it 
would be unjuſt in us to call them now to a general 
If the Steward of an Eſtate paſſes his Accounts regularly, 
and delivers up his Vouchers every Year, and 
receives an annual Diſcharge or Releaſe, it would be moſt 
unjuſt in his Lord to expect or defire, that after twenty Years 
Service he ſhould be brought to a general Account, as if no 
ſuch annual Account had ever been delivered or of. 
This is exactly the Caſe of our Adminiſtration ; they have 
regularly every Year delivered in their Accounts; thoſe Ac- 
counts have been annually paſſed in Parliament, and every 
Article approved of; would it not then be unjuſt in as now 
after twenty Years to tell them, we will now overhale all 
your Accounts? The Accounts you have delivered in, the 
Approbation you have met with, the Releaſes you have n- 
ceived, ſhall paſs for nothing: You ſhall now deliver in a 

neral Account from your firſt Entry into our Service: 

e will examine it ſtrictly, and will admit of no Article bat 
what you can fully prove to have been uſefully laid ont or 
expended for our Service. Such a Proceeding would be'fo 
unjuſt, that I cannot think, it needs any farther ; 

But now, Sir, with regard to the other Queſtion, 
Whether it be now a proper Time for us to enter into an la- 


quiry ? add. „„ 


been otherways occaſioned by the Seaſon of the Year ; and 
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the mean Time by the Delay of Juſtice. For this Reaſon, 
Sir, if I thought we had juſt Cauſe for an Inquiry : If I con- 
demned, in my own Mind, the whole Courſe of our Con- 
duct for the laſt twenty Years, as much as I do really ap- 
prove it, I ſhould nevertheleſs be againſt our entering into 
an Inquiry, during this Seſſion of Parliament; and there- 
fore, I muſt give my Negative to the Queſtion. 


To this Mr Wilkam Pitt reply d: Mr Will, Pitt, 


Sir, 


What the Gentlemen of the other Side mean by Ha- 


Jangues or Flowers of Rhetorick, I ſhall not pretend to gueſs; 


but if they make uſe of nothing of that Kind, it is no very 
good ment for their Sincerity ; for a Man who ſpeaks 
from his and is fincerely affected with the Subject he 
ſpeaks on, as honeſt Man muſt be when be ſpeaks in 
rene © Bark > Bk I fay, falls natu- 
ally into Sentiments and Expreſſions which may be called 
Flowers of Rhetazick, and therefore deſerves as little to be 
red with AﬀeQation, as the moſt ſtupid Serjeant at Law that 
erer ſpoke at the Common Pleas Bar for a Half Guinea Fee. 

Vor. XIII. 2 For 


See the Proceedings againſt thoſe two Lords, as alſo the Lords Or- 
rd znd Hallifax, in Cnanxpiza's Hiſtory, Tem. 3. P. 133, 4, 5» Kc. 
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ſtion, but what I thought very proper and very much to the 
Purpoſe.. What has been ſaid, indeed, upon the other Side 
of the Queſtion, eſpecially mt Juſtification” that bas 
been made of our late Meaſures, I cannot think fo proper 
upon this Occaſion, becauſe this Motion is founded upon 


the preſent melancholy Situation of Affairs, and * the 


general Clamour without Doors againſt the late Con 
of our publick Affairs, and either of theſe, with me, ſhall 
always be a ſufficient Reaſon for agreeing to an immediate 
Parliamentary Inquiry; for without ſuch an Inquiry I can- 
not, even in my own” Mind enter into the Diſquiſition, 
whether our publick Meaſures have been right or no, becauſe 
T cannot otherwiſe be furniſhed with the neceſſary Lights for 
that Purpoſe. | inan 
But the Hon, Gentlemen who oppoſe this Motion, 
ſeem to miſtake, I ſhall not ſay wilfully, the Difference'be- 
tween a Motion for an Impeachment, and a Motion for an 
Inquiry. If any Member of this Houſe were to ſtand up in 
his Place, and move for impeaching a Miniſter, he would 
be obliged to charge him with ſome particular Crimes or 
Miſdemeanors, and to produce ſome Proof, or to declare 
that he was ready to prove the Facts: But any Gentleman 
may move for an Inquiry, without any particular Allegati- 
on, and without offering any 'Proof, or declaring that he is 
ready to prove, becauſe the very Deſign of an Inquiry is to 
find out particular Facts and particular Proofs. The ge- 
neral Circumſtances of Things, or general Rumours without 
Doors, are a ſufficient Foundation for ſuch a Motion, and 
for the Houſe's agreeing to it when it is made. This, Sir, 


has always been the Practice, and has been the Foundation 


of almoſt all the Inquiries that were ever ſet on Foot in this 
Houſe, eſpecially thoſe that have been carried on by Secret 
and Select Committees. What other Foundation was there 


for the Secret Committee appointed in the Year 1694, ( 


go no farther back) to inquire into and inſpect the Books and 
Accounts of the Eaft-India Company and Chamber of La- 
don ? Nothing but a general Rumour that ſome corrupt Prac- 
tices had been made uſe of. What was the Foundation of the 
Inquiry in the Year 1715? Did the Hon. Gentleman who 
moved for appointing that Secret Committee, charge the for- 
mer Adminiſtration with any particular Crimes? Did he 
offer ary Proofs, or declare that he was ready to prove any 
Thing? It is ſaid, the Meaſures purſued by that Admini- 
ſtration were condemned by a great Majority cf that _ 


* See the State of the ſaid Accounts, with the Names of the Commit- 
tee, in CHANDLER'S HiRory, Tom, 2+ p. 451, 
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of Commons. What, Sir, were thoſe Miniſters condemned 
before they were heard? Could any Gentleman be ſo un- 


juſt as to paſs Sentence, even in his own Mind, upon a Men- 


ſure, before he had inquired into it? He might perhaps 


diſlike the Treaty of Utrecht; but upon Inquiry, it might 


appear to be the beſt that could be obtained; and it has ſince . 


been ſo far juſtified, that it is at leaſt as good, if not better 
than any Treaty we have made fince that Time. 

« Sir, it was not the Treaty of Utrecht, nor any Meaſure 
that Adminiſtration had openly purſued, that was the Foun- 
dation or the Cauſe of an Inquiry into their Conduct. It 
was the loud Complaints of a great Party in the Nation a- 
gainſt them, and the general Suſpicion of their having carried 
on treaſonable Negotiations in Favour of the Pretender, and 
for defeating the Proteſtant Succeſſion ; and the Inquiry was 
ſet on Foot, in order to detect thoſe Practices, if there were 
any ſuch, and to find proper Evidence for convicting the Of- 
fenders. The ſame Argament holds with regard to the In- 
quiry into the Management of the Directors of the South- 
Sea Company in the Year 1720. When that Affair was firſt 
moved in the Houſe by Mr Neville“, he did not, he could 
not charge thoſe Directors, or any one of them, with any 
particular Crimes; nor did he attempt to offer, or ſay that 
he was ready to offer any particular Proofs : His Motion, 
which was, That the Directors of the South. Sea Company 
ſhould forthwith lay before the Houſe an Account of their 
Proceedings, was founded upon the general Circamſtances of 
Things, the Diſtreſs brought upon the publick Credit of the 
Nation, and the general and loud Complaints without Doors. 
This Motion, indeed, reaſonable as it was, we know, was 
oppoſed by our Courtiers at that Time, and in particalar, by 
two doughty Brothers, who have been Courtiers ever fince z 
but their Oppoſition raiſed ſuch a Warmth in the Houſe, 
that they were glad to give it up, and never afterwards durſt 
direaly oppoſe that Inquiry. I wiſh, I could now ſee the 
ſame Zeal for publick Juftice. I am ſure, the Circumſtances 
of Aﬀairs deſerve it. Our publick Credit was then, indeed, 
brought into Diſtreſs ; but now, the Nation itſelf, Nay, 
not only this Nation, but all our Friends upon the Conti- 
nent, are brought into the moſt imminent Danger. 

* This, Sir, is admitted even by thoſe who oppoſe this 
Motion, and if they have ever lately converſed with - thoſe 
that dare ſpeak their Minds, they muſt admit, that the Mur- 
murs of the People againſt the Conduct of the Adminiſtration 
are now as general, and as loud, as ever they were upon 

Z 2 | any 

* Sce Mr Neville's Motion, and the Proceedings in Conſequence 

Verf, in CHAyDLER's Hiſtory, p. 223. 
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nt, and always ought to 
f new Parliaments were more fre- 


was formerly, I ſhall 
Voice of the People: 


quent, and few Placemen, and no Penſioners admitted, it 


would be ſo ſtill ; but, if long Parliaments be continued, 
and a corrupt Influence ſhould prevail, not only at Elections, 
but in this Houſe, the Voice of this Houſe will generally 
be. very different from, nay often directly contrary to the 


Voice of the People. However, as this is not, I believe, 


the Caſe at preſent, I hope, that there is a Majority of us 
who know what is the Voice of the People ; and if it be 
admitted by all, that the Nation is at preſent in the utmoſt 
Diſtreſs and Danger, and admitted by a Majority, that the 
Voice of the People is loud againſt the late Conduct of our 
Adminiſtration, this Motion muſt be agreed to, becauſe, I 
have ſhewn, that theſe two Circumſtances, without an . 
ticular Charge, have been the Foundation of almoſt al Pur. 
liamentary Inquiries. | | 

I fhall readily admit, Sir, that we ſhould have very 
little to do with the Character or Reputation of a Miniſter, 
if it no way affected his Maſter ; but as it does, and always 
muſt affect our Sovereign, as the People may become dil- 
affected as well as diſcontented, when they find the King 
continues obſtinately to employ a Miniſter who, they think, 
oppreſſes them at Home, and betrays them Abroad, we are 
therefore, in Duty to our Sovereign, obliged to inquire into 
the Conduct of a Miniſter, when it becomes generally ſa- 
ſpected by the People; in order that we may vindicate his 


Character, if he appears innocent, as to every Thing lad 


to his Charge, or that we may get him removed from the 
Councils of our Sovereign, and condignly puniſhed, if be 
appears guilty, 53 
After having ſaid thus much, Sir, I have no great Oc- 
caſion to anſwer what has been ſaid, that no Parliamentary 
Inquiry ought ever to be ſet up, unleſs we are convinced that 
ſomething has been done amiſs. Sir, the very Name given 
to this Houſe of Parliament ſhews the contrary. We ate 
called the Grand Inqueſt of the Nation, and as ſuch it is our 
Duty to inquire into every Step of publick Management, el 
ther Abroad or at Home, in order to ſee that nothing has 
been done amiſs. It is not neecſſary upon every Occabon 
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ſhall be in Danger of diſcovering 
ment to our Enemies. This Arp Sir, by p 
much proves nothing at all. If it were 

always have been, and for ever will be, an Argument a- 
gainſt our inquiring into any Affair in which our Govern- 
ment can be ſuppoſed 'to have a Concern. Our Inquiries 
would then be confined to the Conduct of our little Com- 
panies, or of Inferior Caftom-Houſe Officers or Exciſemen ; 
for if we ſhould be ſo bold as to offer to inquire into the 
Conduct of Commiſſioners or Companies, it would be 
ſaid, the Government had a in their Conduct, and 
the Secrets of Government muſt not be divulged. Every 
Gentleman muſt ſee, that this would be the Conſequence of 
admitting ſuch an Argument; but befides, it is falſe in Fact, 
and contrary to Experience. We have had many Parlia- 
mentary Inquiries into the Conduct of Miniſters of State, 
and yet I defy any one to ſhew, that any State Aﬀair was 
thereby diſcovered which ought to have concealed, or 
that our publick Affairs, either Abroad or at Home, ever 
ſuffered by any ſach Diſcovery. There are Methods, Sir, 
for preventing Papers of a very ſecret Nature from coming 
into the Hands of the Servants attending, or even of all the 
Members of our Secret Committee. If his Majeſty ſhould 
by Meſlage acquaint us that ſome of the Papers ſealed up and 
laid before ns required the utmoſt Secrecy, we might refer 
them to our Committee, with an Inſtruction for them to or- 
der only two or three of the Number to inſpect ſuch Papers, 
and to report from them nothing but what they thought 
might be ſafely communicated to their whole Number. By 
this Method, I hope, the Danger of a Diſcovery would be 
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againſt a, Parliamentary ; 
1 Sir, is = by ing, bee 1 0 
3 yeni we ao 8,4 in all former imes, 
has been admitted as a ſtrong Argument for an immediate 
1 The Hon. Gentlemen are ſo ingenuous 25 to con- 
ſeſs, that our Affairs both Abroad and EMS are 
in the utmoſt Diſtreſs ; but ſay they, you 0 to free your- 
ſelves from this Diſtreſs, before you inquire or by what 
Means you Was brought into it. V Sir, according to chis Way 
of arguing, a Miniſter that has plundered and. betrayed his 
Country, and fears being called to an Account in Parliament, 
has nothing to do but to involve his Country into a dange- 
rous War, or ſome o t Diſtreſs, in order to prevent 
an Inquiry into his . he may be dead 2 
that War is at an End, or that Diſtreſs got over. 
like the moſt villainous of all Thieves, after he had 5 
ed the Houſe, he has to do but to ſet it in a Flame, 
that he may eſcape in the Confuſion. It is really 
to hear ſuch an Argument ſeriouſly urged in this "Houle. But 
ſay theſe Gentlemen, if you found yourſelf upon a Precipice, 
would you ſtand to inquire how you was led there, before 
you conſidered how to get off? No, Sir; but if a Guide 
had led me there, I ſhould very probably be provoked to 
throw him over, before I thought of any Thing elle ; at leaſt, 
I am ſure, I ſhould not truſt to the ſame Guide for bringing 
me off; and this, Sir, is the ſtrongeſt Argument that can be 

ed for an immediate Inquiry. 

« We have been for theſe twenty Years * the Guid- 
ance, I may truly ſay, of one Man, one ſingle Miaiſter. 
We now at laſt find ourſelves upon a dangerous Precipice : 
Ought not we then immediately to inquire, whether we have 
been led upon this Precipice by his I or Wicked- 
neſs? And if by either, to take Care not to truſt to his 
Guidance for leading us off? This is an additional, and 2 
ſtronger Argument for this Inquiry than ever was for any 
former ; for if we do not inquite, we ſhall probably remain 
under his Guidance; becauſe, tho' he be removed from the 
Treaſury Board, he is not from the King's Cloſet, nor pro- 
bably will unleſs it be by our Advice, or by our ſending 
him to a Lodging at the other End of the Town, where he 
cannot do ſo much Harm to his Country. Sir, the Diltrels 
we are in at Home is evidently owing to bad Oeconomy, and 
to our having been led into many needleſs Expences : The 
Diſtreſs and the Danger we are in Abroad, are evidenily 
owing to the Miſconduct of our War with Spain, and to the 
little Confidence put in our Counſels by our natural and an- 
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tient Allies.” Tuts is 0 evident, that I mould not have Ab. r5; Geo, ' 


hought it neceſſary to have entered into · any particular Ex- 
glanlon, if an Hon. Gentleman on che other Side had not 
entered into a particular Juſtification of moſt of our late Mea- 
ſures, both Abroad and at Home; but "as" he has done fo, 
tho' not, in my Opinion, — to the Purpoſe of the pre- 
ſent Debate, yet, I hope, ſhall be excuſed making ſome 
Remarks upon what he has faid on that Subject, beginning, 
as he did, with the Meafures taken for puniſhing the Sourb- 


Sea Directors, and reſtoring publick Credit, after the terrible 
Shock it met with in the Year 1720. ' 
« As thoſe Meaſures, Sir, were among the firſt : 


of our late, and I fear ftill our Prime Minifter, at his 
firſt fince he came laſt into the Adminiſtration ; and as the 
Committee propoſed, if agreed to, will conſiſt of 
one and twenty, I wiſh the Motion had for one Year 


farther back, that the Number of Years might have been 
equal to the Number of Inquirers, and that it might have 
comprehended the firſt of thoſe Meaſures ; for as it ſtands, it 
the 


will not comprehend the Methods taken for puniſti 
Directors, nor the firſt Regulations made for reſtoring publi 
Credit; and with regard to both, ſome Practices might per- 
haps be diſcovered, that would deſerve a much ſeverer Pu- 
niſhment than any of thoſe Directors met with. Conſider- 
ing the many Tricks and Frauds made uſe-of by thoſe Di- 
rectors and their Agents, ſor drawing People into their Ruin, 
I am not a little ſurpriſed to hear it now ſaid, that their 
Puniſhment was ever thought too ſevere. Juſtice by the 
Lump was an Epithet given it, not becauſe it was thought 
too ſevere, but becauſe it was a Piece of Cunning made uſe 
of for ſcreening the moſt heinous Offenders, who, if they did 
not deſerve to be hanged, deſerved at leaſt to have that total 
Ruin brought upon them, which they had brought upon 
many unthinking Men, and therefore they very ill deſerved 
thoſe Allowances that were made them by Parliament. 

* Then, Sir, as to the reſtoring of publick Credit, its 
ſpeedy Reſtoration was founded upon the Credit of the Na- 
tion, and not upon the Wiſdom or Jaſtice of the Meaſures 
taken to reſtore it. Was it a wiſe Method to remit to the 
South-Sea Company the whole Seven Millions, or thereabout, 
which they had folemnly engaged to pay to the Pablick ? 
It might as well be ſaid, that a private Man's giving away 
a great Part of his Eſtate to thoſe that no Way deſerved it, 
would be a wiſe Method for reviving or eſtabliſhing his Cre- 
dit. If thoſe Seven Millions had been diſtributed among the 
poorer Sort of Annuitants, it would have been both gene- 
tous and charitable ; but to give it among the Proprictors' 
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able Argument for an Inquiry; for, as, the Infogmazion apy 
appears to haye been groundleſy, we uαt to inquirs.ings, it; 
becauſe, if it appears ary wy an —— 
not to have been believed, that Miniſter aughe 
ed who adviſed; his late Majeſiy ta give Felt to lt, 
to run the. Nation intg ſuch pernicious Meaſuzes, in 
quence of it. «is, 
* At the Time this Treaty was.enter'd.into, we, wanted. 
nothing from the Emperog upon our own Account. 
aboliſhing of the Offend Company was a Demand we had 
no Right to make, nor were we in Iatereſt much obliged to 
iaſiſt upon it, becauſe that Company would have been mo 
prejudicial to the Intereſt, both of the French and = 
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 theniives wet thus impos'd upon ; this 
ſecret Motive we may perhaps diſeover by an Inquiry, and as 
1 if it can be diſcovered, they ought 
to be 
b Dor in Bede for their Cotdedt, it is faid, our Mini- 
ſters had à laudable Shineſs of involving their Country in a 
War. Sir, this Shineſs could not proceed from any Regard 
to their Coutitry : It was involved in a War: Spain was car- 
rying on a War againſt our Trade, and that in the moſt in- 
fulting Manner too, pwn, Fox whole Time of their Nego- 
ciations. It was this very Shineſs, or at leaſt their making 
the Court of Spain too ſenkible of it, that at laſt made it ab- 
ſolutely neceſſary for us to begin a War on our Side. If 
they had at firſt inſiſted property and peremptorily upon an 
explicit Anſwer, Spais have expreſsly given up the 
Pretence ſhe had juſt ſet up! but by the long we 
allowed her, ſhe found the Fruits of that Pretence ſo plenti- 
ful and ſavoury, that the t t them worth ri a War 
forz and the Damage we had 44 daten, became fo conflerable, 
1741. | 8 * that 
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ſt we were 
Adminiſtration, nothing could provoke 
on our Side; or if we did, it would be m 
pufllanimovſly ; and have we not fince found, 
form'd a right judgment? Nothing;” Sir, ever 
more a Parliamentary Inquiry than our Conduct in 
The only Branch of it we have inquired into, we 
ready cenſured and condemned : Is not this a good 
for inquiring into every other Branch ? Diſappointment and 
ill Succeſs have always, till now, occafioned a Parli 
Inquiry. IoaQtivity of itſelf is a ſufficient Cauſe for an 
quiry. We have now all theſe Reaſons concurring. Our 
Admirals Abroad defire nothing more ; becauſe they are 
conſcious that our Inactivity and ill Succeſs would appear not 
to be owing to their Conduct, but to the Conduct of thol 
that ſent them out. + 

© I cannot conclude, Sir, without taking Notice 
two other Foreign Meaſures mentioned by the Hon. 
man. Our Conduct in the Year 1734, with 
War between the Emperor and France, may 
counted for, tho'* not eaſily excuſed. Eyer fincy 
Acceſſion of our late Miniſter to Power, we 
had a Spite againſt the Houſe of. Auſtria. 
of the Pragmatick Sanftion was an Effect of 
becauſe we entered into it, when, as has fince a 
had no Mind to perform our Engagement ; and by that 
Guaranty got the Emperor to admit of the Introducti 
the Span; Troops into tal, which he would not otherwiſe 
have done. The Preparations we made in that Year, the 
Armies we raiſed, and the -Fleets we fitted out, were not to 
guard againſt the Event of the War Abroad, but agaiaſt the 
Event of the enſuing Election at Home, The new Com- 
miſſions, the Promotions, and the Money laid out on theſe 
Preparations, were of excellent Uſe at the Time of a Ge. 
neral Election, and, in ſome Meaſure attoned for the Loſs 
of the Exciſe-Scheme ; but France and her Allies were well 
convinced, that we would, in no Event, declare againſt them, 
otherwiſe they would not have dar'd to attack the Emperor 
at that Time; for Maſcouy, Poland, Germany and Britain, 
would have been, by much, an over-Match for them. It was 
not our Preparations that ſet Bounds to the Ambition of 
France, but her getting all ſhe wanted at that Time for her- 
ſelf, and all ſhe defired for her Allies. Her own Prudence 
directed her, that it was not then a Time to puſh her 
Views farther ; becauſe ſhe did not — but that the Spi- 
rit of this Nation might get the better, as it has fince — 
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with req 19 Spe f the Sire Of aur ep nee, 
if this would have ltappened, the Houſe pf rie wur 
2 ee Aiftance, even 2 hehe 


f 
in ſock. 4.5 ＋ | r Affiſtane / nt, 
would have been of efeCtual Service.” — ” 
I am furpriſcd, Sir, to hear the Hon. Gentleman how 
, that we gave,up nothing, or got any Thing by our in- 
Len Conrad with” Foote.” TRE" NY nor pits op ths 
D 
be regulated by Plenipoten 
being confined, and 
deſtroyed ? Did not we give up Con e Part of it, 
by ſubmitting to have new Limits by Plenipotentia- 
ries? Did we not give up all the Reparation'of Honour we 
had ſo juſt a Title to inſiſt on? Did we not give up all 
Reparation of the we had ſuffered, a ing to 
5 or 600,000 J. for the paltry Sum of '27,000 J. For this 
was all Spain promiſed to pay, after deduQting the 68,000 /. 
which we, by the Declaration annexed to that Treaty, al- 
lowed her to infiſt on having from our Sexth-Sea \ 
under the Penalty of ſtripping them of the Aſiento Contract, 
and all the Privileges they were thereby intitled to. Even 
this Sym of 27,000 J. or more, they had before a 
ed to be due, on Account of Ships they had allowed to have 
been unjuſtly taken, and had actually ſent Orders for their 
Reſtitution : So that, by this infamous Treaty, we got 
nothing, and gave up every Thing ; and therefore, in 
Opinion, 8 this Nation can never be retri | 
unleſs the Adviſers and Authors of it be cenſured and puniſh- 
4 cannot regularly be done without a Parliamentary 
uiry, wy 
* By theſe, and the like wicked, or weak and pufillani- 
mous Meaſures, we are become the Ridicule of every Court 
in Exrope, and have loſt the Confidence of all our antient 
Allies: By theſe we have encouraged Frence to extend her 
ambitious Views, and now at laſt to attempt carrying them 
into Execution. By bad OEconomy and Extravagance in 
our domeſtick Meaſures, we have ht ourſelves into 
ſuch Diftreſs at Home, that we are utterly incapable . 
of entering into a War: By Weakneſs or Wickedneſs in our 
i eaſures, we have the Affairs of Frrepe 
into ſuch Diſtreſs, that it is almoſt impoſſible for us to avoid 


entering into a War, By theſe Means we have been brought 
upon the dangerous Precipice on which we now find ourſelves ; 
and ſhall we truſt our being led ſafely off to the fame Guide 
that has led us on? Sir, it is impoſſible for him to lead us 
off; it is impoſſible for us to get off, without firſt recover- 
ing that Confidence among our antient Allies which this Na- 
tion 
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Then the ion being pat upon Lord Limerichs Mo- k 

tion, it paſs'd In the Negative by 244 aganſt : th 

Actounts of Mar O | % 

ci 

and exported. and Woollen ot Bay- Varn im 0 

of 

th 

hi 

plaining of the Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, | 

Petitions relating referred to a Committee. LY 1 fe 

to the Woollen® A Petitian of ſeveral Clothiers of WilGire, reptelent th 
— That the illicit Liberty taken, of late Years, to ſet up th 

Trade, without having ſerved a lawful Apprenticeſhip, or A 

having proper Skill. in the Manufacture, hath been one gteat for 

Cauſe of the Decay of the Woollen Trade, was 156 mi 

to the ſame Committee, as thoſe, of Pevonßbire. [p. 138]. | 

A new Writ for - Ordered a- new Writ for Mon/gomery Hire, in the R _ ye 


Montgomery of Sir Watkin William W: vnn, Bart. * who made his Elefhi- - 
„ r T.. 
The Penon. Mr Carex reported the Penſion Bill, with certain Amend: we 
Bill engroſs d. Ments; and the Queltion being put that the ſame be am. 
mitted, it paſſed in the Negative ; and the Bill, with the Tr 
Amendments, was ordered to be epgraſſed. 1 k 

os Then Sir Milliam Yonge preſented to the Houſe, purſuant A 
bs — = to their Addreſs, [See p. 115] a Copy of the Earl. of Heri . 
ſented. ford's Commiſſion, 'as Governor of Minorca ; Of Gone the 
| ral A»/iruther's, as Lieutenant - Governor ; And alſo of Ki 


Robert Williams, Eſq; (his Brother) was elected, NS 
| + See TimBERLAND*s Hiftory of the Houſe of Lords, vel 8. p. 65. 
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the Precinct of the 8 1 Bes 
rag Andrew 22. and 77055 


7 of the great Number of Hutcheis, Pbulterem ind 


ſhmongers, , wha keep Shops' ih, ce Strep bare, 0 
che Mares was referred” town ter a 


Ordered a ne Wie for Minehead, it che Room | of Ne 
Gr Whiteoarth, J, Big; deteated. Pt Anon Wit fr 
to kis Majeay, for Admiral Had- 


Reſalved that, Tra ddreſs be preſented: 
Copies of all Orders, Inſtructions and Letters, fröm either Jock 
of the Prineipal Secretaries of State, & - "Conmilicbery of tions tions addreſs'd 
the Admiralty to Rear, Admiral * and all Letters from for. | 
him, to them fincethe 28th of 1738. | 

March 15. A Petition of the Pibgas of the Mahal. 
ſea, complujning of their Diltrefs, Was grdered to lie upon 

the Table, 


Ordered a new Wit for Portſitouth, in the Room of w. 6 
Admiral Cavendi/B| ; And another 1 Ku x he 'the © rapes 
for Surrey, in the Room of Lord Bal ltimore, made Cant Surrey, 
miſſioners of the Admitalty. 

A Petition of the ſeveral men aer, of Gold aud Ale pen Perition relating 
| I ver Wire-Lace and Thread, compl . 8 0 inter alia) That to Fradds in 

t Quantities of Tivſel Copper, Se. brought ths this; Gold und Silver 
Kingdom (partly manufaQtar'd) is. 1 jr Silk, and y_ 
worked up in Imitation gf Gold aud Sflver-Lace, and comes 
| ſo near the real, as, tends. to the grear Diſcouragement of that 
| Trade; was referred” to a Committee. 

A Petition of Fobn. Teile, che Inveaitot bf ü Water- En, ac, fer Encou. 
ea three Feet ſquare, which, with leſs than one Man's ragement of a 

bour, can, in one Hour, raiſe too Tons of Water to new Water - En 
the Height of 25 Feet. Ee. was e ce tine. N 


0 


T Benjamin Pritam, Pla; was daes: 


|| He was elected without Oppoſition, bot Ka Didier wa oppen'd 
ke Poll, Good thus, Lord Baltimore 1726 E 


George Woodroffe, Eſq; 1702 
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Ah. 140 Cev. 1. 7 ts) atk a 
der. 2 * „ [See 5. 182.]J. em 
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Eftimates rela- elented to he Houſe, purſuan 

ting to the Army. 8 KM , Eftimate of the Chirg 


8 


12 Jahn Þ Lee oy . 
Petition for etition om, rayin for to 
Potion for eng b. my a 8 ov 2 proig Leaf 


Method of ig 1 115 Method of Short aud for a 
Hand. wg. Lang erred to a Committee. A Tx 
Petition from the | fy 5 — the Truſtees for Georgia was penn to 
Truſtees of che Houf, le, ſetting forth, (inter alia] That the Petitioners 
Georgia; a —_—_ r ie hs AND 


| to the ſaid Colony, without the Afiſtance 
Hou e; and Mr, Sandys having E vainted the Houſe, ch 

dis Majeſty recommended it to the Houſe to do as 
chink proper; a Motion was made that the, ſaid Fs 
| be referred to the Committee of Supply: But it pailed in 
alfo of th enen if the Royal Cos for 

And alſo of the etition of t rican Com , in 

African Com- farther Proviſion, was ref to the ompany, t 1 
E. it was ordered that the ſaid Company do lay before the 
Honſe the Eſtabliſhment ſor their Forts and Settlements, 

with the Charge for 1741: And an Account how the Money 

granted laſt Seſſion hath been diſpoſed of ; with an Eſtimate 

of the Charges thereof for the Year 1742. 
| Then it was ordered that the Petitions for the Borough 
of Flint (which had been referred to the Committee of Elec- 
Reſolution .a- tions) be heard at the Bar: And it was alſo reſolved, that 
gainſt hearing the ſaid Committee do not proceed on any Petitions now | 
any more con- hefore them for undue Elections and Returns. F. 1 
veſted Elections. Motion was made to adjourn, but it paſſed in the N 
Then a Motion being. made, That no more Petitions wy 
due Elections be heard at the Bar of the Houſe during this 
|. Seſſion, except for the Borough of Flint and the Borough of 
Boſfiney, it paſſed in the Affirmative, Yeas 211, Noes 190. 
Mx Francis Fane. reported from the Committee on 'the 
Supply their Reſolution, which was read, and agreed ta by 
the Houſe, viz. That Four Shillings in the Pound be raiſed 
in the Year 1742, upon Lands, Penſions, e. in England, 
and a proportionable Ceſs. upon arr ao ite a Bill was 


ordered in Purſuance of the Eun 
_ Ordered 


Four Shillings 
Land-'Tax voted. 


( 185 1) 
.,/Ottiered à new Writ for Zewes, in the; Room of John. An- 1g. Geo. If, 
Trevor, * Eſq; made one of the Commiſſioners of the Admi- +1741 


LL  =———_d 
hy r Writ for Lewee, 


The following is an Account of the ſeveral Years Land- 
Tax fince the Revolution, before which Time that Tax was 


— T — w-; ̃ —— — in 


3 = TS * 2 & —_— 
"4 — 1 * — = 3 = 7... * _ "Id 2 * * — p 


unknown in Eng/and, vin. 
Years Tax per Pound. | Years | ar per Pound, A cent of de 
1688 . — | 1b 4 Land-Tax fince 
9 —— Rh |, IO the Revolution, 
r ; | 18 —— — 14 
r 3 191 — | oo 
r 
: gy — 2 |. — 
0 94——— 1 22—— 
ny 1 23 —— 
1 96 3 12 e 
J 99— —, 22 — — — 4 
* 2 —— — 2 28 — | 
in Additional Duty — 6 92 — 5 | 
* 170. — — Q — — = 
Ir -e, e 1 — 4 3 — * 
ic 418 | 33— — 
* 1 — 4 —— 
* 8. W Eee 
c- 10 1 398 ——— 
at 1—— — 
. 1— —— 41 — — 84 
T9 11— — 9 — 
erer 2 


how many 513 Parts each paid to the Subſidies in 1697 Peg, 
Vor. XIII. 28 | — 


# He was re-elected, 


—_ ct. 


; ( 1186 ) 3 
An- 18. Geo. II. and how many Membern each County ſends to Phitia- 
1741. ment. 1 TENT rer.. a 3 IF? — . 4 — __—_— 


T2 7 ＋ 4 | Hr 
[Fase s 41 ; 46d : Ui 
_—_ 7” | — 
| 42 * 2 F328 
Counties. | * F" 215 2 | Countis, 5 4 
Bedfordſhire "PT HY | 31 21 3 
Bexſeſhire > | 2 101 3 9 22 2 A 
Buckinghamſhire | 12 1 4 1 1a *19 
Cambridgeſhire | g 6. 4 1 3, 7 
r 7 1.38; * 
Cornwall 3 5| 44 104719 
* Cumberland 11 6 21124 2 
Derbyſhire {- 6] 4] 4 7 |. 6422 
® Devonſhire | 21 | 19 | 26 19 | 15 | 18 
* Dorſetſhire 91 6] 20 | 14 | 13 P26 
Durham er 71 60 
Her 4 — 
Glouceſterſhire i2] 383 18 
Herefordſhire | 5 48 16 
Herttordſhire 111381 6 10 
Huntingdonſhire |" 434 "_ 
Kent j 22 | 15 | 18 13 
* Lancaſhire, 574 9| 
Lincolnſhire {| 4374 24 
Leiceſterſhire | 19 | 11] 12 11 
Middleſex $0 185 8 | W 


All England and Wales — — — 513 513 513 
Note, That the Proportion of the fix Northern, 7 L. T. Subſ. P. M. 
and five Weſtern Counties, marked thus * 5 


areĩ5é%ẽœ̃½§ . > 
And that Middleſex and Eſſex are— 104 198 16 
Ci rIEs are included in their reſpective Counties. a... 


Accounts order*d March 16. Ordered an Account of the Charge for Tran(- 
— _— port-Service for the "Year 1741 ; and of the Expence of 
mneen ee” victualling his Majeſty's Land-Forces ſent on the Expedi- 


dition. 


- * 
— 


31ſt of December 1741. "I; 
Writs for Dart- Ordered out a new Writ for Clifton Dartmout 5 Hardi of 
mouth and in the Room of George Treby, Eſq; deceaſed ; and another 
Brackley. for Brackley, in the Room of George Lee, L. L. D. + wade 
a Commiſſioner of the Admiralty, _ e 
The King came to the Houſe of Peers, and the Commons 
attending, his Majefty gave the Royal ffent to an Act, For 
granting a certain Sum out of the Sinking Fund, —_— 


Royal Aſſent to 
ſeveral Bills, 


Lord Archibald Hamilton was elected. v3 > * 
+ Chairman of the Committee of Privileges and Elections. Set 
the Names of the Members who voted for him and Mr Erle, p. 55 
Seawallis Shirley, Eſqz was elected in his Place, 


tions to America, between the iſt of January 1740, andthe 


ke + AA. _ 4A 


ov _——_—— 


oc 7 * 7 
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( 187 
Soph for the Year 1742, and 21 5 2 For paring An. 15, Geo 
Muting and * 58 1741. 
The ſame Day che [ party e Tenfion- Bill, 
on a Diviſion, Ayes 233, Noes 153, which Mr Carew — 4 
ordered to carry to the Lords, and deſire their Concurrence. 1 
March 17. Mr Pultency preſented to the Houſe a Bill to ill relating to 
explain and amend the Laws touching the Election of Mem- Returning Off- 
bers; and to reſtrain the Partiality, and regulate the Con- cers. 
duct of Returning Officers at ſuch Elections; which was 
read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading, and to be 
inted. 
"IC Comptroller + wy to the Houſe his Majeſly' s An- 
ſwer to their Addreſs, of the 12th Inflant, wiz. © That be king's Fer 
vill give Directions, that there be laid before the Houſe relating to Ad- 
« Copies of all the Orders, Inſtrufions, and Letters defired miral Haddock. 
by the ſaid Addreſs, that do in any wiſe relate to the 
Crown of Spain, or the Conduct to be held by Rear- Ad- 
miral Haddock, in reſpect of that Crown, or the Fleets or 


Ships thereof, either ſeparately or in Conjunction *. 
* the Fleets or Ships of any other Power. 


A Petition of Germas Pole, Filq; [See þ. 135.] 32 Peron for 
ing of an undue Election and Return for 33 
to be heard at the Bar, on the gth of April. 

March 18. The Houſe proceeded to the Hearing the Pe- 
tion of Thomas Fo _ and Richard Liddel, Eſqrs, complain- 
ing of an undue Election and Return for Boſſiney, [ See p. 31. | 
A Witneſs being examined as to the Right of Election 100 — — 
the ſaid Borough, and as to the Conſtitution thereof, to ond Time. 
prove, that ſeveral Perſons, who voted for the now Sitting 
Members, were not legally admitted. Free Burgeſſes of the 
{aid Borough, whoſe Votes being dedufted, the Counſel for 
the Petitioners inſiſted, that they had a legal Majority ; the 
Houſe was informed by a Member, that he was authorized 
to declare, that Meda Sabine and Tower deſired to give 
the Houſe no farther Trouble: Hereupon it was ſeverally 
reſolved, that Jobs Sabine and Chriſtopher Tower, Eſqrs, 
were not duly elected; and that Thomas Fofter and Richard 
Liddell, Eſars, were daly elected for the ſaid Borough: And 
the Clerk of the Crown amended the Return. 

Sir William Yonge preſented to the Houſe (purſuant to Eſtimates rela- 
Addreſs) a Liſt of 4 reduced Officers on Half- pay: And ting to Half- 
(by his Majeſty's Command) -a Liſt of the Widows of re- F) 

Cuced ( Officers on Half-pay, with an Eſtimate of the Charge 
” 1742. 
Marcb 19. Ordered a new Writ . „ in the Writ for Leo- 
Ron of Jobn Cafwall, Eſq; deceaſed. minſter. 
1741. B b 2 March 


* Revert Harley, Eſ:; who poll'd 210, was elected [See p. 7.] 
dir Robert Cornewall -poll'd 101. | 


| Mi al. SI e 
An. x8. Geo.11, © March 22. A Bill was ordered to be brought in for 
1741. ſecuring to John Byrom the ſole Right of ar 
— x&eching, for a certain Term of Years, the Art of Sh6tt 
Hand. 8 - „4 A . . "i £49 
Place-Bill paſs'd. Then the Bill for the better ſecuring the Freedom of 
Parliaments, by limiting the Number of Officers in the 
Houſe of Commons, was read the third Time, paſs'd, and 
ſent to the Lords by Mr Sandjs, Chancellor of the'Exche-' 
yer. * 
Election for 5 Mr Hume Campbell having reported from the Committee 
Tamworth, of Privileges and Elections, That John Floyer, Eſq; was not 
duly elected a Burgeſs for Tamworth ; and that Charles 
Cotes, Eſq; was duly elected for the ſaid Borough, [ See p. 10, 
the Houſe agreed with the Committee. Sent 
Cardiganſhire, Alſo that Walter Lloyd, Eſq; was not daly elected a 
Knight of the Shire for Cardiganſbire; and that Thomas 
Powell, Eſq; was duly elected. wor! 
And Flint deter-. Then the Houſe proceeded to the farther Hearing of the 
ws © Petitions for the Borough of Flint, which had been heard 
in Part on the 17th and 19th Inſtant. And a Member having 
declar'd, that he was authorized by Sir George Wynne, the 
ſitting Member, to acquaint the Houſe, that they having on 
0 the 19th reſolved, * that the Inhabitants of the Boroughs of 
: Flint, Rhydlan, Caerwys, Caerguriey and Overton (including 
| | Knolton and Overton Foreign) renting Lands or Tenements, for 
which the Landlords thereof, only, pay Scot and Lot, have 
not a Right to vote in the Election of a Burgeſs for the 
Borough of Flint) the Sitting Member defired to give the 
Houſe no farther Trouble. Hereupon it was reſolved that 
Richard Williams, Eſq; was duly elected. 
March 23. A Petition of Samuel Webber, ſetting forth, 
Mr Webber's that he has, at very great Expence contrived a Method io 
Scheme relating prevent the Exportation of Wool to foreign Parts, and . 
to the Woollen ſented to the Houſe, at the End of the laſt Seſſion of Par- 
Trace, preſented. 1;; ment, a Scheme, which he apprehends, would be effectual 
for the Purpoſes aforeſaid, and may be put in Execution 
without any Expence to the Publick, and in its Conſequence 
produce large Sums, towards the leſſening our Taxes, and 
diſcharging the National Debt; was referred to the Confi- 
deration of the Grand Committee on the Woollen Trade; 
and it was order'd that he might be heard before the ſaid 
Committee. | 
Then the Serjeant at Arms was order'd to go to the 
Court of Requeſts, and the Places adjacent, and ſummon 
the Members to attend, which being done, Lord Limerick 
ſtood up and ſpoke to the following Effect: 1 
ir, 


This Reſolution was carried by a Majority of 195 againſt g . 


* 


IIA DP... 772" a 
„2 on tonbbgadGeS: 161-5 
« Notwithſtanding the bad Succeſs of my laſt Motion ® 174 
for inquiring into the late Conduct of our publick Affairs, — 
it ſhall not diſcourage me from offering you another of the _ — 
fame Nature; becauſe, I think, our making ſome Sort of — = 
Inquiry, during this Seffion of Parliament, abſolutely neceſ- Conduct of Ro- 
ſary for quieting the Minds of the People, and for reſtoring, bert Earl of Or- 
in ſome , the Character and Credit of our Govern- _— the laſt 
ment. What Sort of Company ſome Gentlemen may keep, * 

I do not know; but to me who keep all Sorts of Company, 
the Diſappointment upon the former Motion's being re- 
jetted, appeared evident in the Face of every Man, who 
had not Reaſon, upon his own Account, or the Account of 
ſome of his Friends, to dread the Conſequences of that In- 
quiry. And whatever we may think within Doors, it will 
be thought without, nay, it is now generally ſaid, that if 
ſome People were not conſcious of their own Guilt, they 
would not ſo vigorouſly oppoſe an Inquiry; for an innocent a 
Man, when he finds himſelf accuſed or ſuſpected, will al- 
ways deſire to be brought to a fair and legal Trial, that 
he may have an Opportunity to vindicate his Character a- 
gainſt thoſe Whiſpers that are ſpread about againſt it. This, 
Sir, is the Language now held without Doors, and the cer- 
tain Conſequence will be, that if we let this Seſſion paſs 
over without any Inquiry, it will be ſaid, that a Majority 
of us have been Partakers in the Guilt, and Partners in the 
Plunder of our Country). | 

* From hence, Sir, I muſt hope, that every innocent Man 
in this Houſe, (and now that one Man is gone from amon 
us, I hope, all of us are ſo,) will be for the Queſtion I am 
now to propoſe, becauſe I have taken Care to prevent its 
being liable to the two chief Objections that ſeemed to pre- 
vail againſt my laſt Motion. Theſe were, its being too ex- 
tenſive as to Time, and too extenſive as to Matter. An 
Inquiry for twenty Years back was thought to be without 
Precedent, and that it would be ſuch a Precedent as might 
be of dangerous Conſequence in future Times. This was 
one of the chief Objections againſt it, and an Objection 
which, I believe, had Weight with ſome whoſe Concurrence 
| hope to be favoured with in this Motion. And the other 
Odjection was, its comprehending all our foreign as well as 
domeſtick Affairs, which muſt of courſe have brought all 
the Papers relating to our foreign Negotiations before our 
Committee. To this it was objected, that it would endan- 
ger the Diſcovery of ſome of the moſt important Secrets of 
our Government to our Enemies, which might be of — 
mo 


See before, p. 139. 


5 6 199. ) 
An» x5..Geo, II, moſt fatal Conſequence now that we are engaged in 
e in great Likelihood of being ſoon, oblige t 
gear in . This likewiſe ſeemed to. have, Weiphe, 
en and, I believe, prevailed with ſome Gentlemen th be _— 

| my former Motion 3. for which. Reaſon I ſhall now any 
woe, That a Committee be appointed to inquire, into, the 
Conduct of Robert. Earl of Orford, during the laſt Ten 
Years of his being Firſt Commiſhoner of the Treaſury, and 
Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Exchequer. 
„Sir, I hope the Time of Inquiry propoſed by this Mo- 
tion will not be thought too 2-4. Ta for conſidering the 
chief Crime of a domeſtick Nature, he has been accuſed of, 
our Inquiry cannot, I think, be confined withig , narrower 
Bounds. The Crime I mean, is that of applying not only 
all the Favours of the. Crown, but even the publick. Money, 
towards gaining a corrupt Influence at Elections and in Par- 
liament. This he is 2 accuſed of by the Voice of 
the People without Doors, and, I believe, there is not a 
Gentleman in this Houſe that has been choſen in Oppoſition 
to what was called the Court Intereſt, who was not ſenkible 
of ſome ſuch Practices being carried on againſt him, before 
and at the Time of his Election. Every Gentleman muſt 


be ſenſible, that it is very difficult to fix ſuch Practices upon 


a Miniſter, becauſe they are not only carried on in an hid- a 
den Manner, but by Tools and Under-Agents, who do not of 
appear at the Election as Agents for the Miniſter, but as be 
Agents for the Court Candidate; and generally ſpend their cal 
Money very freely, tho” it is often known, that neither they fur 
nor their Candidate had ever any Money of their own to int 
ſpare. Nay, thoſe Agents are often known to be Treaſury- Aﬀ 
Agents, tho* in the common Courſe of Juſtice it is im apf 
to prove that they are. It will even be difficult for a Com- to | 
mittee of this Houſe, with all the Powers we can give them, as f 
to trace this Practice up to its original Source; but, con- caſi 
ſidering the general Suſpicion without Doors, and the many” ſha] 
firong Reaſons there are for believing that Suſpicion to be tee 
well grounded, we ought certainly to aim at it; and if we 
do, we cannot begin later than the Time when canvaſſing | 1 
may be ſuppoſed to have begun for the chuſing of the laſt Par- Hon 
liament, which, I reckon, was about ten Years ago; for as 
that Parliament was choſen in the Summer 1734, we muſt ; 
ſuppoſe that the Candidates, eſpecially where there was like thou 
to be an Oppoſition, begun to take Meaſures for ſecuring form 
their Intereſt in the Summer 1732, which will juſt come exter 
within the Term of ten Years, computing back from this — 
ec 
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have the Concurrence oi many Gentlemen who then: ap» 
againſt me; eſpetially as I have likewiſe in this taken 

Fare to obviate the other Objection, af its being too: exteri- 
ſive as to the Matters propoſed to be enquited into 3 for as 
this noble Lord had by none of his Offices any Thing to db 
with foreign Affairs, this Motion cannot be ſaid to relate to, 
or comprehend any Affairs of that Nature, unleſs it be ſup- 
„that this Miniſter directed evety other Brauch of 
publick Buſineſs, as well as that af the Trenfury, which, I 
am ſure, none of his Friends will pretend to ſay, becauſe 
this would be as great a Crime as any he is accuſed of. 
This Motion cannot therefore be. ſuppoſed to relate to any 
foreign Affair, and, conſequently, an Inquiry into this Noble- 
man's Conduct, eannot be ſup to endanger the 'Difco- 
very of any of the Secrets of our Guverument. Nay, if he, 
whilſt he was in Office, confined himſelf to the Duty of his 
Office, our Inquiry, in purſuance of [this Motion, can com- 
prehend but one Branch. even of our domeſtick Affaire, and 
that Branch too, which, of all others, has the leaſt to do 
with our foreign Affairs. An Inquiry into the Conduct of 
a Secretary of State, a Secretary at War, a Commiſſioner 
of the Admiralty, or even the Lord High Chancellor, might 
be ſaid to have ſame Relation to foreign Affairs 3 but I 
cannot ſuggeſt to myſelf what a Commiſſioner of the 'Trea- 
ſury can have to do with foreign Aﬀairs, or how an Inquiry 
into his Condu can have the leaſt Relation to any foreign 
Affair whatſoever ; conſequently, I hope, this Motion will 
appear to be quite free from that Objection which ſermed 
to be urged with ſo much Weight againſt my former; and 
as ſo much has in this Seſſion been faid, upon former Oc- 
caſions, about the Neceſſity of an immediate Inquiry, I 
ſhall add no more, but move to reſolve; Fhat a Commit- 
tee be appointed, as I have before mentioned. + . 
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Hon. Horatio Walpole . jun. fpoke to this Effect: 


Sir, 


former Motion, by fome Gentlemen, that of its being too 
extenſive, either as to Time or Matter, was far from bei 

the moſt prevailing with me. The Objection which pre- 
wailed moit with me againſt the laſt, and will equally prevail 
againſt 


* Youngeſt Son of the Earl of Orford, 


For this Reaſon, I hope this will: appear to Deithe An. 75 Oe. N. 
ſhorteſt Time Load move for ; and as it is much ſharter t. 
than the Time propoled by my laſt Motion, I boph I. 1 nnd 


This Motion being ſeconded by Sir Jabs St Aubin, the Sir J. St Aubin, 


Whatever were the prevailing Objections, or may be Mr H. Walpole, 
thought to have been the prevailing Objections againſt the jun. 
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An. 25; Geo. II. againſt this; -was; that, I think, we have: no Uauſe for an 
-£74T- Inquiry, and, if we had; this is not a proper Time ſor it 
xe iSuſpicions that are eritertained;- and the: Claitmours that 
are made without Doors, are neither the Suſpicivns nor the 
'Clamours of ſenſible and diſcerning Men, nor of Men 
Fortune and Cireumſtances in our Country, unleſs it be 
as cover their Diſaffection to the Royal Family under the 
Cloak of being diſcontented with the Meaſures purſued by 
the Adminiſtration. They are the Suſpicions and Clamoum 
either of Facobiter and Republicans, or of the mere Mob; 
and, I hope, I ſhall never fee the Meaſures or Proceedings of 
this Houſe directed by either of theſe Sorts of Men. If 
you were to be directed by Jacobites and Republicans, | you 
would not only inquire, but hang up every Man that dared 
to ſerve the Royal. Family now upon our Throne, that they 
6 might thereby, at laſt, get the Royal Family itſelf baniſhed 
out of the Kingdom; and, if you were to be directed by 
the Mob, you would, for their Diverſion, and for no other 
Cauſe, fend ſome Miniſter or other every other Year to 5. 
burn or Tower-Hill. Such an Execution would be a Holy- 
day to all the Children, Prentices, and Journeymen about 
London; and if they are diverted, they trouble their Heads 
very little at whoſe Expence, or about the Juſtice of the 
Senne. N eee 
The Suſpicions or the Murmurs without Doors are never 
to be a Rule for our Proceedings, unleſs we are fully con- 
vinc'd, that there is ſome very good Ground for thoſe Suſpici- 
ons and Murmurs; and this, I think, cannot with Reaſon 
be ſaid by any Gentleman at preſent. The only Ground of 
Complaint which the Noble Lord was pleaſed to hint at, 
was that of applying the publiek Money, and all the Favour 
of the Crown, towards gaining a corrupt Influence at Electi- 
ons and in Parliament. Sir, with Regard to the Favours of 


the Crown, I do not ſee how any Miniſter can be mage to W 
anſwer for their. Diſpoſal, becauſe they are directly diſpoſed- 0 
of by the King himſelf, who very often diſpoſes of them Ca 
without ſo much as aſking the Advice of the Miniſter, whoſe co 
proper Department they belong to; and therefore, if any un 
Fault could be ſuppoſed to have been committed in this Re- ty 
ſpe, it would be a Charge againſt the King himſelf; which, ly 
I hope, will be allowed to be a Sort of a Charge that can- Jul 
not be brought by this Hoaſe, or by either Houſe of Parl. de 
ament. Perhaps, thoſe Favours have been lately granted | 
generally to thoſe, or the Friends of thoſe, | that a eal 
his Majeſty's Meaſures in Parliament, Sir, it is very natu- bet 
ral they ſhould be ſo diſpoſed of: They have always been 2 


ſo diſpoſed of. His Majeſty, I am very ſure, never * 
| ag 
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Friends to their Country, who approve of and ſapport his 


Meaſures in Parliament; and 1 hope it will not be imputed - © 


to him, COMP of his Miniſters as a Crime, to beſtow the 
Favouts of the Crown upon thoſe they think the beſt Frietids 
to their Country. This, I hope, will anſwer for thoſe-Fa- 
vours of the Crown that are beſtowed upon Members of Par- 
liament ; and, if they have any Favours in their Gift, ot 
can obtain any. Favours from the Crown for other Perſons; 
they are, in Gratitude, obliged to diſpoſe of thoſe Favours 
among thoſe who ſupported their Intefeſt at their Election. 
This has always been the Practice, it always will, it always 
6ght to be the Practice; becauſe; as I have ſaid; it is what 
Gentlemen are in Gratitude bound to do j and to be grate- 
ful will never, I hope, be deem'd criminal. | TJ 

If this, Sir, is to Be call'd a cortupt Influente, it is 
impoſſible for us to be without it, as long as the Crown has 
any Favours to beſtow. It is what every Gentleman prac- 
tiſes, and ought to practiſe in his private Capacity as well 
as in his publick, If he has any Fatodrs to beſtow, if he 
tan procure any Favours, as 2 good Citizen he ought. to 
beſtow them upon, of procure them for thoſe that, in his 
Opinion, deſerve beſt of their Country, andif he purſues what 
he thinks the Intereſt of his Country, he mvſt think thoſe 


Men deſerve beſt of their Country who approve of the Meaſures 


he approves of, and ſupport him in the Purſuit of them. This 
may, indeed, be a corrupt Influence; with regard to ſome of 
thoſe upon whom the Favours are beftowed : They may, per- 
haps, pretend to approve of, and may ſupport their Patron in 
the Purſuit of Meaſures which they do not in their Hearts ap- 
prove of; but, with regard to him; it is no corrupt Influs 
ence, as long as he purſues thoſe Meaſures Which, he thinks, 
will contribute moſt to the Secarity and Happinefs of his 
Country. In the Petſon who beftows, the Diſpoſal of Favours 
can never be ſuppoſed to be with a Defign to to procure a 
corrupt Influence; nor can it be imputed to him as a Crime; 
unleſs he purſues ſuch Meaſures as he knows to be deſtruc- 
tive to his Country; and as this is a Crime iti the Mind on- 
ly, we can never diſcover it by an Inquiry, nor can it be 
juſtly putiiſhed by any ſubtunaty Power: It can neither be 
detected nor puniſhed by any Thing but the Hand of Cg 

With regard to the Diſpoſal of pablick Money, it is 
eꝛſier, indeed, to'diſcoyer a criminal Practice. If that has 
been diſpoſed of towards bribing Votes, either in Parliament 
bt at Elections, and without a Pretence of any real and ho- 
neſt Service perform'd to the Publick, it may be detected, 
and ought to be puniſhed. But there are two very ſtrong 
Vox. XIII. ee Reaſons 


ach lef ges any Meaſure but what he thinks rig] 84. 
| ich bob prion ſuppoſe thoſe Gentlemen to be nigh 
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An. 15 Geo. 11. Reaſons for making us believe, that no fuch Prafti : th 

»474*+-..] lately been made uſe of. Such Practices, as all criminal t 

ny tices are, are generally carried on in à hidden dane ut 
to iſſue Money from the Treaſury for this Purpoſe, I thin 

impoſſible to be done in a hidden Manner. There are ſo mas 

ny Commiſſioners, and ſo many Clerks attending that Baan 

that ſuch a Practice could not long eſcape, a Diſcovery i; and 

befides, there muſt be, ſo many Agents employed to, carry 

this Money to the Country, and to diſtribute it in a proper 

Manner, that no Man of common Senſe would truſt, to the 

Secret's being kept. Some one of thoſe, to whom it myſt he 

communicated, would certainly, either out of Regard'to 0 

Country, or in Expectation of a Reward, or rom ſome 

Diſappointment, become an Informer, and a direct Eyidence 

againſt the high Criminal. As no ſuch Thing has happened; 

As the Noble Lord does not ſo much as pretend, that he has 

any ſuch Information or Evidence, I muſt ſuppoſe, that no 

ſuch Crime has been lately committed. Even if there were 

k general Rumour among Men of Senſe and Diſcretion with- 

out Doors, that ſuch a Crime had been frequently commit- 

ted, I ſhould look upon it as a mere groundleſs Rumour, un- 

leſs ſome Gentleman of Character could ſay, he had direRt 

Evidence to produce. >" ee 

Another Argument, Sir, for my thinking the committing 

of this Crime impoſſible, is the Method introduced by the Re- 
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volution, of appropriating all Parliamentary Grants, and the : 
regular Accounts of the Diſpoſal of all publick Monies that , 
have been of late Years laid annually before the Parliament. 8 
Theſe Grants are generally ſo far from having any Exceſs or ' 
Surplus, that they are often inſufficient foranſwering the Setvi- , 
ces to which they are appropriated by Parliament; and if ever U 
any Surplus has ariſen, it has always been accounted ſor, and b 
has been applied by the next ſucceeding Seſſion to the Service B 
of the enſuing Year. From hence, I think jt N 10 
ſuppoſe, that any one of the Commiſſioners of the we 4 J 
or all of them together, if they were Confederates in . 
Crime, could have the Command of any publick Maney, 1 
which they might apply towards carrying on the Praclice pr 
complained of, I ſay, Sir, they could have the Command of 80 
no publick Money, which they could apply to this 7 5 | 
unleſs they took it from the Civil Liſt Revenue; and if we q 
conſider the many Checks the Diſpoſal of that Revenue 1s 5 
liable to, and the great Care his Majeſty takes of that Part I 
of ic which is drawn out by ſpecial Warrant, we cannot ſup reg 
poſe that they could apply any Part of that Revenue to tl wg 


eacrying on of ſuch a Practice, eſpecially ſuch large Sums 


as would be neceſſary for carrying it on with Effect, without 
of ""_ ſuppoſing, 
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uppoſing, which God forbid any one ſhould ſuppoſe, that An. 25. Geo, II. 

ſup 95 himſelf was a Soclus Cyndi rl mer: w e 1741. by 
For theſe” Reaſons, Sir, I cannot ſuppoſe we have the 

leaſt Cauſe or Reaſoh for ſetting up ſach an Inquiry as is | 

propoſed by this Motion; and with all due Regard to” this 

Mouſe, I muſt ſay, that if an Inquiry were ſet up, as, I 

hope there never will, without any apparenc Cauſe whatever, 

1 ſhould very much ſuſpect, that it proceeded from Malice 

and Reſentment, in which Caſe I ſhould very little expect, 

that the Perſon whoſe Conduct was by ſach Means to be in- 

quired into, ſhould meet with any Candour or fair Treat- 

ment. If I judge more favourably of the Cauſe and Cha- 

rater of the Noble Lord, whoſe Conduct is fo particularly 

propoſed to be inquired into, than other Gentlemen do, 1 

hope the Connection I have with him, the natural Duty 1 

owe him, will plead my Excuſe. If I thought his Charac- 

ter ſuffered among the valuable and diſcerning Part of Man- 

kind, and ſuch as are true Friends to our happy Conſtitution, 

and the Royal Family now upon our Throne, as I am fully 

convinced of his Tnnocence, the ſame Duty that now prompts 

me to be the firſt to oppoſe an Inquiry into his Conduct, 

would, in that Caſe, prompt me to be the firſt to propoſe it, 

as ſoon as a proper Time preſented for that Purpoſe, which 

I cannot think the preſent is. n Rr urn 
* When the Nation, Sir, is in ſo much Danger, when 

our beſt and moſt natural Ally upon the Continent is in the 

moſt imminent Danger of being deſtroyed, or ſo much redu- 

ced as never for the future to be able to do us any Service ; 

when we ought to employ all our Time in conſulting and 

taking proper Meaſures for extricating ourſelves and our Al- 

lies from the Danger that now threaten all of us; would it 

be proper, would it be prudent for us to take up our Time 

with inquiring into the little Frauds that may have been 

committed in the Management of our publick Revenue, 

ſuppoſing we were certain that ſome ſuch had been commit- 

ted? It would give the Courts Abroad ſuch a mean Opinion 

of our Prudence, or ſuch a Suſpicion 'of our Zeal for the 

preſent Relief of Europe, that none of them would treat 

with us, or enter into any Concert or Negociation with our 

Sovereign, es. > LEG wESGY 
For this Reaſon, Sir, if the Cale were ſuch as I ha 

jut mentioned : If from thente 1 thought wyſelf bound in 

Duty and Affection to the beſt of Parents, as well as out of 

regard to myſelf, to promote an Inquity, in order to vindi- 

exte a Character in which ! glory, and from which I hope 

to reap Honour as long 2s" 1 lire, I ſhould at the preſent 

Crifis, and till 1 ſaw my Country out of Danger, uſpend 
1741, i | C c 2 3 my 
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innocent, let the Inquiry be neyer ſo ſtrict and impartial, 
his Juſtification be as clear as the Sun, there wi 


ſome cloudy Minds where no Truth can, penetrate, and x ( 
Animoſity 80 wink by receiye freſh * from their Dif. i 
appoiritment. On the other Hand, let a Minilter be neve 
{6 guilty, let his Sentence be qt ſo moderate, there » t 
be ſome, perhaps many, whoſe riendſhip will ohſtroch | 
Rays of Truth: They will think be has met with\Injallic n 
— their Revenge will add Violence to their Animoſity, 
this a proper Time to create ſuch a Diſpute or Diviſion? t 
Our Enemies Abroad would certainly offer Aſſiſtance to the t 
offended Party at Home, and their Diſappointment or Re- 0 
venge might {mother thoſe Yearnings which would otherwil k 
ariſe in Favour of the Peace and Safety of their Country, tl 
* Thus, Sir, as I think we baye at preſent no Cauſe, and t 
as, I think, this would be a very improper Time for ſetting h 
up any Inquiry into the late Conduct of our publick Affain; al 
As theſe were the two chief Arguments that prevailed with n 
me to be againſt the laſt Motion for an Inquiry ; and as pi 
both theſe militate as ſtrongly againſt the Inquiry now. pro- V; 
poſed, I muſt give my Negative to the Noble Lord's Me- w 
tion. | ky ſu 
This was anſwer'd þy the Hon. Edward Dighy, as follows: Je 
Sir, £4. "48 U 
© I believe, Sir, every Man preſent in this Houſe, will F. 
readily excuſe the young Gentleman who firſt oppoſed this wi 
Motion, for giving his Negative to the Queſtion. I believe N 
no one expects his Approbation of ſuch a Queflion; beca be 
I am —— he thinks 2 noble Lord, whoſe 1 $ fu 
is now to be inquired into, was never guilty 0 Wl 
Crime, nor ſoſpefted ta be ſo by any G For. co: 
tune and Character in this Kingdom. He may, perhaps, 
have now and then heard a Huzza upon an unlucky Occafi- of 
1 | on among the Mob in the Streets ; but furely no Gentleman by 
| would be ſo unpolite, except in this Place, where we are in ha 
| Honour obliged to ſpeak our Minds freely, as to inſinuate to cor 
the Son the leaſt Suſpicion, that his Father had plunder d his we 
Country, miſapplied the publick Money, and form'd. a It 
B Scheme for overturning the happy Conſtitution. I ſhould or, 
| not have been ſo perſonal, Sir, if I had not thought it ablo ney 
Jutely neceſſary to ſay what was proper for 2238 Do 
Hon, Gentleman's ſtrong Aſſertions from having any Wayht re 
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uaded he does z but he cannot. be ſuppoſed to. 

1 Pad. therefore his Aſſertion can haye no Authority 
and, I believe there are many Gentlemen in this Houſe, w 

are in the ſame Circumſtances with him. a 
But, Sir, I would have that Gentleman, and every 
other Gentleman, to take Care what they ſay, when th 

infinuate, that no Gentleman of Senſe and Fortune, unl 

he be a Jacobite or Republican, has the. leaſt Suſpicion of. 
the noble Lord's Conduct now under aur Confideration; 
Have not they, upon farmer Occaſions, heard many Gentle- 
men in this Houle, not only declare their having Suſpicions, 
bat give, what I thought, inconteſtable Reaſons for ſhewing, 
that thoſe Suſpicions are well grounded ? I believe, none of 
thoſe Gentlemen will be direftly charged with being a Man 
of no Fortune or Character, or with being a Facobite or 
Republican; and they have, upon all Occaſions, ſhewn 
themſelves to be Men of as good Senſe as thoſe who aſſert 
the contrary. It would be unlucky for his Majeſty, and 
his Family, as well as for our preſent happy Conſtitution, if 
all were Jacob ite or Republicans that uber our late Mi- 
niſter's Conduct: His Majeſty would find many of them, 
perhaps a Majqrity, both in his Army, and among his Ser- 
vants, who, tho' they diſſemble their Sentiments at preſent; 
would certainly declare themſelves openly, and take Mea- 
ſures accordingly, upon the firſt favourable Opportunity. 
Thoſe who have a true Regard for the Security of his Ma- 
jelty's Government, will be extremely cautious of propagating 
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ſuch Accuſations, It was the Cuſtom of King Charles the 


Firſt's Court, in the Beginning of his Reign, to tax all thoſe 
who oppoſed their arbitrary Meaſares with being Puritans : 
What was the Conſequence ? Moſt of thoſe Men actually 
became ſo, and thereby made the Pzaritans ſuch a 'power- 
ful Party in the Kingdom, as at laſt pulled down that unfor- 
tunate King fram the Throne he ſate on, and, de fond en 
comble, overturned the Conſtitution of our Government. 

As there are certainly great Complaints without Doors, 
of Miſapplication and Corruption: As this Fact is proved 
by the Teſtimony of many Gentlemen in the Houſe, who 
have no Places, Penſions, or Preferments to beſtow, and, 
conſequently, are better Judges than thoſe that have; if L 


were a Placeman and a Friend to our late Miniſter, as all, 


| think, of his Friends are, tho', from the Complaiſance, 
or, perhaps, Diſſimulation of thoſe I converſed with, I had 
never heard of there being any ſuch Complaints without 


Doors, yet from the Teſtimony of ſo many Gentlemen who 


ue the beſt Judges of the People's Sentiments, I ſhould cer- 
% tainly 


(198 
1 tainly believe the Fact, and as a Friend to the, 
N WN OY Country, ſhould Join in this M atioh = 
—— n my Friend — innocent, or expoſe Kit to 575 pr 
of the Nation if gu galley 
That all the des, Honours, Pen fions, Places and alli 
Apoll of the Crown, have for twenty Years paſt. been 
| of to none but ſuch as voted in Parliament, or at 
Eletions according to the Direction of the Miniſter : Tha 
within theſe ten Years ſeveral Perſons of high Rank and 
great Merit have been diſmiſſed from all the Offices 75 
Fa at the Pleaſure of the Crown, for no other khtown 
aſſignable Reaſon, but becauſe they oppoſed the Fort 10 
Talament: That Officers in the Army and Navy who 1 
themſelves Seats in this Houſe, and voted as they were bid, 
have gain'd Preferments out of their Rank, to the 
pointment of Officers of longer Service and greater Merit in 
their military Capacity : Theſe Things are known to all 
Men, both within Doors and without; and are of them- 
ſelves a ſtrong Preſumption, if not a certain Proof, that 
our Miniſter had a formed Deſign to overthrow our Con- 
ſtitution, by eſtabliſbing a corrupt Influence in Parliament. 
r us, that the King diſpoſes of his Fay urs him- 
ſelf, often without the Advice of the Miniſter, whoſe De- 
partment they properly belong to, can' be of 90 Wei ht in 
this Houſe. By our Conſtiturion the King can do no 5 3 
bat every Miniſter is anſwerable to Parliament, if the 
by his Advice, does any Thing that is wrong. As Toon as 
he diſcovers ſuch illegal Practices, he ought to adviſe t 
King againſt it, and if be finds his Maſter will not take 
Advice, be ought di directly to throw up his Trae, 
impeach the Miniſter who has given ſuch wicked Adyice 


to his Sovereign. for 

Sir, it is a new Doctrine in this Nation, and abfolitel yet 
inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution, to tell us, that his M. Ap 
jeſty may, and ought, in the Diſpoſal of Offices or Faygur, the 
to conſider Gentlemens Behaviour in this Houſe. Let bis Sui 
Majefty be never ſo well convinced of the Wiſdom, aud opp 
Uprightneſs of his Meaſures, he ought not to take the deal ſure 
Notice of what is ſaid or done by any particular Mag in will 
this Hoaſe. He is a Traitor to our Conſtitution that ad- Ele 
riſes his Majeſty to do ſo ; and I am ſorry the Expreſſion of c 
fell from the . Gentleman, becauſe it will be ſuppoſel 20 
that be is conſcious, or has heard of ſomething of this Na- I do 


ture being done, If Reports are carried to his Majelty, 
with Regard to the Behaviour of any particular Gentleman 
in this Houſe, or at an Election, he ought to do with them 
as it is faid King Filham did with the Papers of ble 
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Whereapo 
might not . 
1. his Friends. er 


i and dof his Regard for i Das 
tation: A Poſt in the Army b fallen vacant, the Gen- 
tleman who had the next Right to ANT — 
Member of this Houſe, and one that 
which ſow ONENETS ov LG ; | 
were againſt h Preferment, n 
King's Meaſures in Parliament ;' but the is toll 
the Gentleman had always behaved well as an n er, and 
be had nothing to do with his Behaviour in Parliament; 
gave bim the Commiſſion he had by bis Rank à Right 
This was acting like the King of a free People, ai 
might be expected from him, becaufe he was Brought 
untry where N People agents pry wvilege 
0 tend to. Every Sovere theſe Kingdoms 
0 18 in the a , ga of up | 
have an independent Parliament, otherwiſe he 
Miniſters to ſerve him, if they have a Regard to 
Safety ; for tho“ by our Conſtitution our 
wrong, and therefore we cannot call him to an 
vet every Miniſter is anſwerable for the King's — 
as well as his own, in the Buſineſs Er do — 
lar Department, and, conſequently, is 
dbliged to throw up, if the King does any Thing by dig. 
ſelf, and without or againſt his Adrice, which feems to be 
inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution. 

* Suppoſe, Sir, a Minifter thinks the Meaſares right, and 
for the Benefit of the Nation: Suppoſe they — are ſo; 
jet he may be guilty of corrupt Practices in the 
Approbation of ment. If be threatens a with 
the Loſs of his Place, or with a Denial in any reaſonable 
Suit he is to make to the Crown, as a Conſequence of his 
oppoſing that Meaſure, or what are called the King's Mea- 
ſures in Parliament: If by his Conduct he ſhews, 1 


will be che Conſequence of any 1 
of corrupt Practices; and therefore this Crime is et} gully 
for 
King- 
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Fleftions,. or any Court Meaſure in 

a Crime of the Mind as hs ok. Cortes HORNY 

| do not know of our having ever admitted _— 
of the 


dom the Jeſuitical Maxim, That the End juſtifies 
- ſuppoſe this Crime to be merely a Crime M 

do not our Common Law Courts often try — 
Crimes? Murder is a malicious killing: Iaabee % 3 Cris 
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conſiſts in the Mind ad becauſe Ain : "JP 


be an innocent, even rious Action, as an the Caſe 
on oc BY im of Pyrate; © oF 
u en 


ment, 4s he ſeems. to do. Every one who knows how lapet- 
Hcially, our Eſtimates and Accounts have been look'd into 


can be no Reſtraint, or but a very ſlender one, upon a Min 
rhyme eee 
Eſtimate, a paſt Service may be over-charged. in the Ac- 
count, without its being taken the leaſt Notice of by Parlia: 
ment; and therefore a Miniſter may pufloin_ confide 
Sams from what is appropriated to, and ſuppoſed. to have 
been faithfully laid out in the publick Service, and apply 
them towards his own Uſe, or, what is worſe, towards cor- 
rypting the Voters at Elections or in Parliament. The He 
fan Troops furniſhed us with an Example of the Poſlibili 
ty of this Practice: A certain Sum was every Year appropri- 
ated by. Parliament for that Purpoſe, and Accounts deliver'd 
in as if it had been annually applied wholly to that Parpoſe ; 
but, by Accident, it afterwards appeared, that a Part of 
that Money had been applied to another Uſe, I mean the 
Deficiency of the French Subſidy to Denmark, which they 
had engaged to pay in Conſequence of the Treaty of Han- 
wer, and which we'were ſo generous as to make Op tho' 
they were certainly more concern'd in Intereſt in che Conſe. 
uences of that Treaty than Great Britain was, whatever 
e Electorate of Hanover might be. 5 
This ſhews, that the publick Money may be applied to 
other Uſes than thoſe to which it is appropriated, w 
Miniſter has a Majority of this Houſe at his Beck; f6 tho 
this Diſcovery was made by Accident, it did not occaſion fo 
much as a Motion for an Inquiry into the Diſpoſal of the 
2 Treaſure, nor would any ſuch Motion have. now 
made, I believe, if the Miniſter's Majority had been 
as certain in this Parliament as it was in the two laſt; becauſe 
Gentlemen have been quite tired out with making Motions 
for the Benefit of their Country, againſt a determined Ma. 
jority in Parliament. This, Sir, likewiſe ſhews, that tht 
Multitude of Commiſſioners and Officers in che „ 
- + See the Debate relating to the maintaining them in Britiſh Pays ® 
CnANDTER's Hiſtory, Anno 1729, 30, and 31, 
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tion, eſpecially when the firſt Commiſfioner there the: 
Direction of the Secretary's Office, and every. other Office-. 
in the Kingdom. The other Commiſſioner, and the Ofi- 
cers, either do not really know , how the Money iſſued by 
them is applied, or elſe they will never make a Diſcovery, as 
as they know that their firſt Commiſſioner continues to 
be the chief Favourite of the Crown; . This has been the 
Touch - ſtone of ſuch. Diſcoveries for many Years paſt, and 
always will be ſo, till we have a Parliament, independent 
and reſolute enough, to pull a ſuſpected Miniſter even from 
« Then, Sir, with regard to the Civil Liſt Revenue, con- 
ſidering how much of it may be drawn out by his Majeſty's 
Warrant, and that the Auditors are obliged to admit of ſuch 
Warrants as ſufficient Vouchers, I am ſurpriſed to hear it 
ſaid, that a great Part of it may not be applied towards over- | 
turning our Conſtitution by corrupt Practices, inſtead of be - 
ing applied, as it ought, towards ſupporting the Honour and 
Dignity of the Crown. Conſidering the many Pretences of 
legal Secret-Sevice Money that may be made by Miniſters, 
the moſt circumſpect Sovereign may be impoſed on; and 
therefore in Parliament it is no Derogation to the Character 
of the King to treat his Warrants to the Treaſury as we treat 
his Speeches to the Parliament. Tho' the Auditors of the 
Exchequer are obliged, as they ought to be, to admit his 
Majeſty's Warrants as ſufficient Vouchers ; yet in this Houſe 
we ought to look upon them as the Warrants of his Mini- 
ſters, and conſequently, ought to admit of them no farther 
than they appear reaſonable. But what is of much greater 
Force in the preſent Queſtion, and I am glad the Hon. Gen- 
tleman furniſhed me with an Opportunity to mention it, is 
this, it is generally reported without Doors, that his Maje- 
ſy's Civil Liſt Revenue is greatly in Debt, that many of his 
Servants and Tradeſmen, who ought to be paid quarterly at 
leaſt, are above a Twelvemonth in Arrear : I have no legal 
Authority for ſaying ſo, and every one may gueſs at the 
Reaſon why I have not; but I can affirm, and, I believe, 
moſt Gentlemen in this Houſe know, that there is ſuch a Re- 
port: As this concerns the Honour and Dignity of the Crown, 
this Report alone obliges us to inquire into it, if we have a 
Mind to act up to our Chatacter as the Grand Inqueſt of the 
Nation. Even a common Inqueſt does not wait till Inſor- 
mers come to them : If they have the leaſt Intelligence of 
any Nuſance or publick Crime, they ſend for ſuch Perſons as 
they think can give Information: they examine them in the 
Vor. XIII. D d moſt 
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no Way endanger the Diſcovery of any ſuch Miſapplicea- 17. 
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4.2. de. I. mant Tolemi' Manner, and if from thence — 
they bed, appears true or probable; they make 2 Preſents, 
in order for a Proſecution. Phis'Inquity, even When 

it goes the length of a Preſentment, is f Proſecution : P 
Perſons accuſed have ſtill an Opportunity 10 Juſtify them“ 
ſelves 3 and ſo they would have in Cuſe of « Parliamentary 
Inquiry, and even à Report againſt them, which ſhould 
make all Gentlemen the more ready to enter into ſuch I. 
quiry; becauſe frequent Inquiries of this Kind, would tak 
away all Hopes of Concealment, and no Man could fuffer 
without having an Opportunity to Juſtify himſelf, 1 ways 
cent. 

2 hope it wil now appear, that from the general 
without Doors, and from the Probability as well as Re 
ty of the Fact, we have great Reaſon to ſuſpect, that the 
Miniſter, whoſe Conduct is now propoſed to inquired in- 
to, has, for ſeveral Years, been carrying on a Deſigu to 
overturn our happy Conſtitution, by Wegally applying all 
the Favours of the Crown, and ſome Part of the publick 
Money, towards gaining a corrupt Influence in . 
and at Elections. If this does not furniſh us with a ſufſci- 
ent Cauſe for ſetting up a Parliamentary Inquiry into his Con- 
duct, nothing ever did, nothing ever can; and as to the 
preſent Time's being proper for that Purpoſe, I am furprifed 
to hear our preſent foreign Danger pleaded as a Pretence for” 
delaying that Inquiry, when it 1s really the ſtrongeſt Reaſon 
for entering upon it directly. Without ſuch an Inquiry bur 
Government can recover no Confidence with our People at 
Home, nor conſequently among our antient Allies Abroad; 
the Recovery of which is abſolutely neceſſary for enabling us 
toform ſuch a Confederacy as may obviate our foreign Dan 
ger. But, ſay Gentlemen, if you enter into ſuch an Inqui- 
ry, you'll have no Time to confider, and take proper Mes- 
fures with regard to Foreign Aﬀairs. Sir, in this Houle, 
we have nothing to do with the Direction of foreign Af. 
fairs, except when we have ſuch Miniſters as have, by their 
former Conduct, ſhewn they ought not to be truſted, which 
cannot be the Caſe of our new Miniſters : On the other a1 
hand, thoſe to whom his Majeſty intruſts the Direction of * 
our foreign Affairs, have nothing or very little to do with as 
the Inquiries of this Houſe, unleſs they are reſolved to ſcreen of 
the Guilty, which, I am ſure, none of them will pretend uy 
to, or at leaſt openly avow ; therefore, theſe two Aﬀairs Je 
can neither interfere nor interrupt one another; and, I be- tl 
lieve, the Supplies neceſſary for carrying into Execution the 
foreign Meaſures his Majeſty may reſolve on, will be more 
n agreed to in this Houſe, and more chearfully _ 
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by the People, if it be found, that we are jn earneſt, An, 19 Ceo. II. 

and reſolved to go through with an Inquiry: Whereas, the 

granting of them will otherwiſe meet — 7 Ob 
I 


{A 


blings among the People z ſo that if we have a Mind to fave 
Time with regard to aur foreign Affairs, we ought to enter 
into the Inquiry now propoſed, becauſe, in every other Re- 
ſpect, it will make the, publick Buſineſs go on without In- 
terruption, either within Doors or without. 8 

Thus, Sir, every Argument that has been advanced a- 
gainſt the Motion now before. you, appears, upon due Con- 
fideration, to be an Argument in its Favour. | This is my O- 
pinion : I hope, I have ſhewn ſufficient Ground for it, 
therefore, I ſhall moſt heartily concur with the noble Lo 
in his Motion.” X h | 


Mr Coole ſpoke as follows: Kan 
Sir, | | | 7h 

As I never had any Share in the Conduct of our publick 
Affairs, it cannot be ſuppoſed, that I have any Reaſon, up- 
on my own Account, for oppoſing an Inquiry ; and as I have 
but lately come into the World, and cannot pretend to be 
much acquainted with the Nature of State Affairs, it is with 
great Diffidence I offer to give my Opinion in a Queſtion of 
ſuch Importance ; eſpecially when I ſee ſo many Gentlemen, 
whoſe Judgment and Candour I am fo well convinced of, de- 
clare againit the Opinion I am to give. If I thought there 
was at preſent any juſt Cauſe for an Inquiry of any Kind, 
and that the preſent is a proper Time for it, I am ſure no 
Gentleman could more heartily concar in this Motion than 1 
ſhould ; but after all that has been faid in this, and former 
Debates upon the ſame Subject, I mult freely declare, that, 
in my Opinion, we have no juſt Cauſe for an Inquiry of any 
Kind ; and, I think, an Inquiry at this critical Time could 
be attended with no Benefit, and might be the Cauſe of ine- 
vitable Ruin to our Country. | 

The Suſpicions, Murmurs, or Complaints without Doors, 
and the Sort of People among whom they prevail, are ge- 
neral Facts which can admit of no Evidence. We might 
as well pretend to prove, that the Majority of the People are 
of a brown or a fair Complexion. Such Facts muſt depend 
upon every particular Gentleman's own Judgment and Know- 
ledge, and can never be urged with any Weight by one Gen- 
tleman for convincing another ; therefore I cannot think, 
that theſe of the People without Doors, can ever properly be 
made uſe of in this Houſe as an Argument for an Inquiry. 
We ought upon all Occaſions to enter into the Reaſon of 
1741. D d 2 Things: 
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wrong, no Matter whether it is complained of or no, '\we 
ought to inquire into it even tho' it had been, and was 
approved of by the Generality of People without Doom. 
The Meaſures of the laſt Adminiſtration of Queen Arne weit 
very" generally approved of by the People, at leaſt by:thoſe 
we commonly call the Mob: They continued to be ſo even 
after his late Majeſty's Acceſſion; yet, - nevertheleſs,” the 
Parliament not only inquired into thoſe Meaſures; but im: 
peached or attainted molt of the Chief Miniſters. On the 
other hand, if we think the Meaſures have been right in the 
main, we ought not to trouble ourſelves, or diſturb the Na. 
tion, with an Inquiry, notwithſtanding any Clamours that 
may have been raiſed againſt them; and therefore, when an 
Inquiry is moved for, we ought never to conſider what is 
faid or ſuſpected without Doors, but what appears to us 
within. | 7-2] 

Gentlemen tell us, they ſuſpect, that for ſeveral Years 
paſt all the-Favours of the Crown, and large Sums of publick 
Money, have been applied, towards gaining a corrupt In- 
Anence in Parliament and at Elections; but they have offered 


no Proof nor any one Fact as a Foundation for this Suſpicion, | 


except that of his Majeſty's diſplacing two or three Officers 
in his Army; and even in this Caſe, they do not poſitively 
aſſert, that thoſe Officers were diſplaced for oppoſing the 
King's Meaſures in Parliament, or that this was ever given 
as a Reaſon either by the King or by any of his Miniſters. 
Sir, would you take from the Crown the Power of preferring 
or caſhiering Officers in the Army? If you do, I am ſure, 
you will ſoon have neither Obedience nor Diſcipline in your 
Army. Nay, ſome General Officer of great Credit in the 
Army might very probably, in a ſhort Time, ſet up a mili- 
tary Government. I cannot therefore think, that Gentle- 
men deſign to take from the Crown the abſolute Power of 
preferring or caſhiering the Officers of our Army, and yet 
this would be the certain Conſequence of making ſuch a Fact 
as this the Foundation of a Parliamentary Inquiry into the 
Conduct of any Miniſter. WE 
I muſt therefore think, that, whatever Gentlemen may 
in this Caſe ſuſpect, their Suſpicion is without Foundation; 
and with regard to the Diſpoſal of publick Money, it is ftill 
more groundleſs; for here they have not mention'd ſo much 
as one Fact, no, nor the leaſt particular Circumſlance, where- 
on ſuch a Suſpicion as they pretend to have, can be founded; 
ard from the Nature of Things it is, in my Opinion, evi- 
dent, that no ſuch Thing can be practiſed. The Law paſſed 
but a ſew Years ago, for preventing Bribery and Corropti- 
on 
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on at Elections, has rendered this Practice im- An. 15. Geo, 1h, 


poſſible, or at leaſt ſo dangerous, that no Miniſter; hi 


Senſes will attempt it. By that Law; every Elector, at 


every Election, is to ſwear, that he has not received by'him- 
ſelf or by any Perſon in Truſt for him, directly or indirectly, 
any Sum or Sums of Money, Office, Place, or Imployment, 
Gift or Reward, or any Promiſe or Security ſor any ſach, in 
order to give his Vote at that Election; and if he ſwears falſe- 
ly, he thereby incurrs the Pains and Penalties: inflicted by 
Law in Caſes of wilful and corrupt Perjury. By another 
Clauſe in the fame AR, every Elector who ſhall receive or 
take any Money or other Reward, by Way of Gift, - Loan, 
or other Device, or agree or contract for any Money, Gift, 
Office, Imployment, or other Reward whatſoever, to give 
his Vote, or to forbear giving his Vote at any Election ; or 
if any Perſon by himſelf, or any Perſon employed by him, 
ſhall by any Gift or Reward, or by any Promiſe, Agreement 
or Security for any Gift or Reward, corrupt, or procure any 
Perſon to give his Vote, or to forbear to give his Vote at any 
Election; the Offender, that is to ſay, the Corruptor as well 
as the Corrupted, ſhall for every Offence forfeit 500 /. beſides 
being for ever after diſabled to hold any Office or Franchiſe. 
And by a third Clauſe, any Offender againſt that Act, who 
ſhall, within twelve Months, diſcover and conviR any other 
Offender, is himſelf indemnified and diſcharged from all Penal- 
ties and Diſabilities incurred by his Offence againit that AR. 
This, Sir, is the Subſtance of that Act: I have not 
troubled you with having it read, becauſe of its having been 
ſo lately paſſed ; but as Gentlemen ſeem, in theſe our Days, 
to be full of Suſpicions, if any one ſuſpects that I have not 
recited faithfully, he may have the Act itſelf read at your 
Table; and from this Act I muſt defire Gentlemen to con- 
ſider, what a Condition a Miniſter would be in, that ſhould 
attempt to convert the publick Money, or even the Offices 
or Imployments in the Diſpoſal of the Crown, towards gain- 
ing a corrupt Influence at moſt of our Elections. He mult for 
this Purpoſe imploy a great Number of Agents, and Under- A- 
gents and all of them muſt be Perſons of low Rank and mean 
Condition; for conſidering the Penalties, no Man of Character 
or Fortune would be employed. Thus he muſt perpetually lie 
at the Mercy of Scoundrels, who might obtain an Indemnity 
for themſelves, and very probably a high Reward, by in- 
forming againſt him. Is this a Condition any Miniſter of 
common Senſe would chuſe to be in? Would it be poſſible 
for him to carry on ſuch a Practice for any Number of Years, 
with- 
* See the Debate on this Bill, which was paſſed by a Majority of two 
Voices only, in Chandler's Hiſtory Anno 1729, P. 49. 
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. much ad one Information agunſt Ga 
1 gents ? 1% on 3669 „% 7 en. 
** an Sir, if the Saſpicions, upon. Which, and. upon 
which alone, this Motion: is founded, are themſelves without 
any Foundation, muſt we not agree, that tho Motion itſelf has 
no real Foundation ? and, equently, 1 
Cauſe for any ſuch Inquiry as i now propoſed? For as to 
the Civil Liſt's being under Suſpicion of Debt, e havg/no 
Call to inquire into that Affair till an Application be made 
to us for ſupplying the Deficiency. Contingencies may un 
the Civil Litt Revenue behind hand, bat if his Majeſty is ſo 
as to reſolve to malte up the Deficiency by a foture 
Saving, I muſt think, we have nothing to do with it f and 
if we ſhould inquire into it, I —— rig» would be 
in the right to inſiſt upon our ma the Deficiency 
in order 8 make us pay for our Officiouſne(s.: ,, on 
But ſuppoſe we had good Reaſon to ſuſpe& Miſconduſt 
or Miſdemeanors in the late Management of our publick Af- 
fairs, the preſent would be a very improper Time to-inquire 


into them, becauſe it is impoſſible to inquire into the Con- 
Secrets 


duct of any Miniſter of State, without diſcovering 
which our Enemies might make great Uſe of againſt us, 
Even the noble Lord whoſe Conduct is now propoſed to be Mo 
inquired into, as one of his Majeſty's Privy Council, muſt Ch⸗ 
have had ſome hand at leaſt in advifing moſt, if not all bur he 1 
foreign Meaſures, ſo that ſuch a general Inquiry into his 
Conduct, as is now propoſed, would lead us of courſe into 
an Inquiry into all our late publick Meaſures both 
and domeſtick. And moreover, by the very Nature of the 
Office he was in, he muſt have had the Iſſuing of all Sams 
applied to ſecret Service, conſequently an Inquiry into his 
Conduct would neceſſarily lead us into an Inquiry what Sums 
were iſſued for that Purpoſe, when they were iſſued, and 
how they were applied; which would certainly diſcover ma- 
ny of the Secrets of our Government, and ſuch as it might 
be of great Importance to our Enemies to know. For this 
Reaſon, Sir, I muſt be. againſt a general Inquiry into the 
Conduct of this or any other Miniſter of State, at a Time 
when we are engaged in one dangerous War, and upon the 
Verge, perhaps, of engaging in another. - 

* To theſe Reaſons I muſt add, Sir, that, whatever other 
Gentlemen may think of the Time propoſed by this Motion 
to be inquired into, I muſt think, it would be very hard to 
bring a Miniſter to a general Account for ſo many Years paſt, 
eſpecially conſidering the many large Sums that muſt have 
paſſed through his Hands in that Time. As Eſtimates and 


Accounts of all publics Monies were regularly delivered in- 
to 
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Parlia ment, and-thoſe Etimatpe:ind-Adcounte us regularly an 
\pproved of by Parliament, he had Reaſon to look up ches 
Approbation as an annual Diſcharger;/and-that therefare he 
had no Occaſion to ba very erat ard careful in —— 
the Vouchers, o in making Memorandums of the -Uſes i 7 
which thoſe large Sums were roſpectively applied ;- Of- 
quently we mult ſuppoſe, that many of the! Vouchers are now: 
loſt, and that he has forgot many publick/TranſaQions which: 
required a large- Expence. For this, Reaſon, I muſt joi 
with an Hon. Gentleman Who ſpoke aꝑainſt the laſt Moti- 
on of this Nature we had before us, in thinking, that it; 
would be as unj uſt to call this Mimifler ta; a general Acroamt 
for ten Years back,” as it would be to malen Steward. ont 
to a new Account, notwithſtanding his having ſettletl his 
Accounts yearly, and delivered up his Vouchers... This, Ithink, : 
would in private Life be both unjuſt? and oppreſſive, and as 
[ think it would be equally ſo -with- regard to a Minifter, 
therefore I cannot agree to the Motion: „ 
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As the Hon. Gentleman, who ſpoke lately this 
Motion, has not been long in this Houſe, one —— 
Charity to believe, there is ſome. Sincerity in the Profeffons 
he makes, of his being ready to agtee to a Parliamentary 
Inquiry, when he ſees Cauſe and a convenient Time for it; 
but if he knew how often thoſe Proſeſfons have been made 
by thoſe who, upon all Occafions, have oppoſed every Kind 
of Inquiry, he would fave himſelf the Trouble of making 
any ſuch, becauſe they are believed to be ſincere by very few, - 
within Doors or without. He may, tis true, have no O. 
cafon, upon his own Account, to be afraid of an Inquiry 
of any Sort; but when a Gentleman has contracted a Friend- 
(hip, or any of his near Relations have contracted a Friend- 
ſhip for one who may be brought into Danger by an Inqui 
ry, it is very natural to ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Geatleman's 
Oppoſition to an Inquiry does not proceed entirely from Mo- 
tives of a publick Nature; and if that Gentleman follows 
the Advice of ſome of his Friends, I very much queſtion, if: 
be will ever ſee Cauſe, or a convenient Time, for an Inqui- 
into the late Conduct of our publick Affairs. As 2 
Perliamentary Inquiry muſt always be founded upon Suſpici- 
eus, and not upon known Facts, or manifeſt Crimes, it 
"ill always be eaſy to find Reaſons or Pretences for averri 
thoſe Suſpicions to be groundleſs ; and upon the Principle 
hat a Parliamentary Inquiry muſt neceſſarily lay open the 
*crets of our Government, no Time can ever be proper or 
convenient 


OOGOGUnRmSaACrOnODOSE r HO Dp K PSS STHESS.” 2. 


K el 


#9.Tep; 114. 
771. 


* — Phd , k 


) 3 berufe 


Hans 


— nt. de -Ocada of our rade Ain: and. 


therefore, when I hear it urged, and ſo much-infifted on 
a certain Set of Gentlemen in this Houſe, I muſt fa 


their Hopes to be very extenſive : I muſt ſuppoſe ag 


that — Poſterity will for ever 


continge. 
ta be Minifters, which, if poſſible, would: be more; fatal to. 


it than their having ſo long continued >to! be; ſo. Nut this 
Doctrine has been ſo often contradicted by Experience, that 
L am ſurpriſed to bear Gentlemen inſiſt upon at. Eyen on 
very. Seſſion has. afforded us a convincing Proof, how little 
Foundation there is for ſaying, that a Parliamentary _ 
muſt neceſſarily diſcover the Secrets of our 


Surely, in a War with Spain, which muſt be: carried on- 


chiefly by Sea, if our Government have any Secrets, the 
. of Fr Admiralty muſt be intruſted with the moſt im- 
portant of them; yet we have in this very Seſſion, und 
without any Secret Committee too, made an Inqui Int the 


Conduct of the Lords Commiſhoners of our 


We have not only inquired into their Conduct, but we — 
cenſured it in ſuch a Manner, as has put an End to the 
ſame. * Commiſſioners being any longer intruſted with the 
Direction of that Branch of the publick Buſineſs, - Has that 
Inquiry diſcovered any of the Secrets of our Government ? 
On the contrary, the Committee found they had no Oc- 
caſion to dive into any of the Secrets of our Government: 
They found Cauſe enough for Cenſure without it; and none 
of the Commiſſioners pretended to juſtify their Conduct by 
Papers, containing Secrets which ought not to be diſcovered. 
* This, Sir, is ſo late and fo ſtrong a Proof of ” 
ing no neceſſary Connection between a Parliamentary I 
ry and a Diſcovery of Secrets, which it behoves the = 
to canceal, that, I hope, Gentlemen will no longer init 
upon this Danger as an Argument agaioſt the Inquiry now 
propoſed, which, of all others, is the leaſt liable to this 
Objection. The Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury has no- 
thing to do with the Application of Secret-Service Mone): 
He is only to take Care, that it be regularly iſſued from his 
Office, and that no more ſhall be iſſued upon that Head, than 


The Reſolutions of the Houſe, on the 4th of March, [p- 138] 
in Purſuance of the Complaints of the Merchants, it was 
— gave Occaſion to the paſſing a new Commiſſion for the Adai- 
ralty 
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according to the then Conjuncture of Affairs may ſeem to aq, 1. Geo. 11, 
de — ** as to the particular Application, it properly ** "Ox A 
belongs to the Secretaries of State, or ſuch other Perſons as his w- 
Majeſty ſhall employ ; ſo that we cannot ſuppoſe, the Inquiry 
polad will diſcover any Secrets relating to the Application 
of that Money, unleſs the Noble Lord has acted as Secreta- 
ry of State, as well as Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 
or unleſs a great Part of the Money, drawn out for Secret 
Services, has been delivered to himſelf, or to Perſons employ- 
ed by him, and applied by him or them. towards gaining a 
corrupt Influence in Parliament, and at Elections. Both 
theſe, indeed, he is moſt grievouſly ſuſpected of, and both 
are Secrets which it very much behoves him to have con- 
cealed, but it equally behoves the Nation to have them 
both revealed. His Country and he are, I ſhall grant, in 
this Cauſe, equally, tho' oppoſitely, concern'd ; for the 
Safety or Ruin of one or t'other depends upon the Fate of 
the Queſtion ; and, in my Opinion, the violent Oppoſition 
made to this Motion, adds great Strength to the Suſpicion. 
I ſhall admit, Sir, that the Noble Lord, whoſe Conduct 
is now propoſed to be inquired into, was one of his Majeſty's 
moſt Hon. Privy Council, and that conſequently he muſt have \ 
had a Share at leaſt in adviſing all the Meaſures we have 
purſued, both Abroad and at Home ; but I cannot admit, 
that therefore, an Inquiry into his Conduct muſt neceſſarily 
occaſion a Diſcovery of any Secrets that may be of dange- 
rous Conſequence to the Nation; becauſe we are not to in- 
quire into the Meaſures themſelves, or into the Wiſdom or 
Uprightneſs of them, and conſequently, can have no Call 
to look into any of the Government's Secrets relating to 
them. This has nothing to do with an Inquiry into his 
Conduct; but there are ſeveral Suſpicions ſpread Abroad re- 
lating to his Conduct as a Privy Councellor, which, if true, 
would be of the laſt Importance to the Nation to have diſ- 
covered. It has been ſtrongly aſſerted, that he was not on- 
ly a Privy Councellor, but had uſurped the whole and ſole 
Direction of his Majeſty's Privy Council: It has been aſſert- 
ed that he gave the Spani/ Court the firſt Hint of the unjuſt 
Claim they afterwards ſet up againſt our South-Sza Compa- 
ny, which was one of the chief Cauſes of the War between 
the two Nations: And it has been aſſerted, that this very 
Miniſter has given Advice to the French, what Meaſures to 
take upon ſeveral Occafions, in order to bring our Court into 
their Meaſures ; particularly, that he adviſed them to ſend 
the numerous Army they have this laſt Summer ſent into 
Meſiphalia. What Truth there is in theſe Aſſertions, I 
ſhall not pretend to anſwer ; The Facts are of ſuch a Nature, 
Vol. XIII. E e 3 and 
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An. 1. Geo, II. and they muſt have been rated with ſo much 'Caution 


3 


prove what I aſſerted, and yet I ſhould look upon him as a 
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and Secrecy, that it will be difficult to bring them to Light, 
even by a Parliamentary Inquiry; but the very Suſpicion is 
Ground enough for ſetting up ſuch an Inquiry, and for car- 
rying it on with the utmoſt Striftneſs and Vigour ; which 
leads me to conſider the Cauſe we now have for an Inquiry, 
« Upon this Subject, Sir, I muſt ſay, I am a good deal 
ſurpriſed to hear the Repreſentatives of the People make ſo 
light of the Sentiments or Suſpicions of the People. That 
there are Suſpicions and Complaints among the People, and 
among the Generality of the beſt Sort of People, is, tis 
true, a Fact we cannot eaſily prove 22 one that denies 
it; no more than we could do, that the Generality of our 
People are of a fair or a brown Complexion ; but if IThould 
ſay that the Majority of our People are Whites, I could not 
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very whimſical, or a very diſingenuous Gentleman, that 
would deny it, and aſſert that the Majority of our People 
were Blackamores. Such Facts it is impoſſible to prove any 
other Way but by the Opinion of thoſe who are the beſt 
Judges; and ſurely a Country-Gentleman, who lives moſt 
Part of his Time among the People, and has no Court Fa- 
vours to beſtow, as a Temptation for thoſe he converſes with 


to diſguiſe their Sentiments, is a better Judge than one who 
ſeldom flirs out of the Purlieus of a Court, and converſes ni 
with none but ſuch as expect Places or Preferments by his - 
Favour. Therefore, if we judge of this Fact according to 00 
the only Evidence that can be had, that is, according to the fo 
Opinion of thoſe who are the beſt Judges, we muſt conclude, me 
that the Suſpicions and Complaints of the People were never M; 
more general than they are againſt the late Conduct of our = 
publick Affairs; and this, by me, ſhall always be deemed Gr 
a ſufficient Cauſe for a Parliamentary Inquiry. fan 
* Whatever my Opinion of paſt Meaſures may be, IThall . 
never be ſo vain, or ſo bigotted to my own Opinion, as p ” 
without any Inquiry to determine againſt the Majority of w 
my Countrymen. If I ſound the publick Meaſures gene- þ | 
rally condemned, let my private Opinion of them be never 2 
ſo favourable, I ſhould be for an Inquiry, in order to con- day 
vince the People of their Error, or at leaſt to furniſh my- — 
ſelf with the moſt authentick Arguments for the Opinion 1 h 
have embrac'd. The Deſire of bringing other People into Ou 
our Sentiments is ſo natural to Mankind, that I ſhall always Mie 
ſuſpe& the Candour of thoſe who, in Politicks or Religion, = 
are againſt a free Inquiry. Beſides, Sir, when the Com- vac 


plaints of the People are general againſt an Adminiſtration, 
or againſt any particular Miniſter, an Inquiry is a Duty 
we 
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we owe to our Sovereign as well as the People. We meet An. r5. Oe. II. 


here to communicate to our Sovereign the Sentiments of his 
people: We meet here to redreſs the Grievances of the 
People. By performing our Duty in theſe two Reſpetts, 


we ſhall always be able to eſtabliſh the Throne of our So- 
vereign in the Hearts of his People, and to prevent the 
People's being led into Inſurrections or Rebellions by Miſ- 
repreſentations or falſe Surmiſes. When the People com- 


plain, they muſt be in the right or in the wrong. If they 
are in the right, we are in Duty bound to inquire into the 
Conduct of the Miniſters, and puniſh thoſe who ſhall appear 
to have been the moſt guilty : If the People are in the w 


we ought to inquire into the Conduct of our Miniſters, in 


order to be able to convince the People, that they have been 
miſled. We ought not therefore, in any Queſtion about an 
Inquiry, to be governed by our own Sentiments : We muſt 
be governed by the Sentiments of our Conſtituents, if we are 
reſolved to perform our Duty, either as true Repreſentatives 
of the People, or as faithful Meſſengers to our Sovereign. 
I will agree with the Hon. Gentleman, that if we are con- 
vinced, or ſuſpe& the publick Meaſures to be wrong, we 
ought to inquire into them, even tho' they are not much 
complained of by the People without Doors ; but I cannot 
agree with him in N notwithſtanding the Admi- 
niſtration, or a Miniſter's being complained of by the People 
in general without Doors, we ought not to inquire into his 
ConduR, unleſs we are ourſelves convinced that his Mea- 
ſures have been wrong. Without an Inquiry we can no 
more determine this 1 * than a Judge can declare a 
Man innocent of any Crime laid to his Charge without a 
previous Trial or Inquiſition. Common Fame is a ſufficient 
Ground for an Inquiſition at Common Law, and, for the 
lame Reaſon, the general Voice of the People of England, 
ought always to be look'd on as a ſufficient Ground for a 
Parliamentary Inquiry. 

* But, ſay Gentlemen, what is this Miniſter accuſed of ? 
What Crime is laid to his Charge? For unleſs ſome Miſ- 
fortune can be ſaid to have happened, or ſome Crime to 
bave been committed, no Inquiry ought to be ſet on foot. 
Sir, the ill Poſture of our Affairs both abroad and at home: 
The melancholy Situation we are in: The Diſtreſs we are 
now reduced to, is of itſelf a ſufficient Cauſe for an Inquiry, 
eren ſuppoſing he were accuſed of no particular Crime or 
Miſconduct. The Nation lies a bleeding, perhaps expiring : 
the Balance of Power has received a deadly Blow Shall 
we acknowledge this to be the Caſe, and ſhall we not in- 
gare whether it has happened by Miſchance, or by the 
1741 E e 2 Miſcon- 
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An. 15. Geo, II. Miſconduct, or perhaps the Malice prepenſe of our Minifter 
1741. here at home? Before the Treaty of Utrecht, it was the ge. 
neral Opinion, that in a few Years of Peace, we ſhwald 

able to pay off moſt of our Debts : We have now been very 
near thirty Years in profound Peace, at leaſt we have never 

been engaged in any War, but what we unneceſſarily brought 

upon ourſelves ; and yet our Debts are near as great as they 
were when that Treaty was concluded. Is not this a Mit. 
fortune, and ſhall we make no Inquiry how this Misfortune 

has happened ? 
] am ſurpriſed to hear it ſaid, that no Inquiry ought 
to be ſet on Foot, unleſs ſome publick Crime be known to 
have been committed. The Suſpicion of any ſuch Crime's 
having been actually committed, has always been deem'd a 


4 ſufficient Reaſon for ſetting up an Inquiry. Is there not a } 
W Suſpicion, that the publick Money has been applied towards c 
4 gaining a corrupt Influence at Elections? Is it not become } 
x aà common Expreſſion, to ſay, The Floodgates of the Trea- tl 

* ſury are opened againſt a general Election? I ſhall deſire no » 

1 more than that every Gentleman who is conſcious of this tl 

jy having been done, either for them or againſt them, would is 

' give his Vote in Favour of this Motion. Will any Gen- Ir 

'$ tleman ſay, this is not a Crime, when even private Corrup- th 

'# tion has fach high Penalties inflicted upon it by expreſs Sta- at 

iN tute ? A Miniſter that commits this Crime, and makes uſe * 

of the publick Money for that Purpoſe, adds Thieving and ſu 

Breach of Truſt to the Crime of Corruption; and as the fir 
Crime, when committed by him, is of much more dange- w. 
rous Conſequence to our Conſtitution than when committed tle 
by a private Man, it becomes more properly the Subject of th 
a Parliamentary Inquiry, and ought to be more ſeverely tut 
uniſhed. The Hon. Gentleman may much more reafon- th 
ably tell us, that Porteous was never murder'd by the Mob thi 
at Edinburgh, becauſe no Diſcovery of his Murderers eduld voi 
ever yet be wade, notwithſlanding the high Reward, as det 
well as Pardon, offered, than to tell us, we cannot ſuppoſe hv 
that our Miniſter ever, by himſelf or his Agents, corrupted | 
an Election, becauſe no Information has as yet been brought Cre 
againſt him; for nothing but a Pardon upon convicting the our 
Offender has ever yet been offered in this Caſe, and how be 
could any Informer expect ſuch a Pardon, much leſs a Re- at 
ward, when he knew, that the very Man againſt whom he Off 
was to inform, had not only the Diſtribution of all publick of f 
Rewards, but the packing of a Jury or Parliament againit Pre 
him? Sir, whilſt ſuch a Miniſter preſerves the Fayour niſte 
of the Crown, and thereby the Exerciſe of it's Power, on 
or 


we can never expect ſuch an Information: Even _ 
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itſelf can never provoke ſuch an Information ; becauſe, like An. 15; Geo. II. 
all other Sorts of impotent Malice, it will rebound upon 741. 

the Heart that conceived it. | | $300 

This ſhews the Inſignificancy of the Act mentioned by 
the Hon. Gentleman, with to that Sort of Corrup- 
tion which is properly called Bribery ; and with regard to 
the other Sort of Corruption, which conſiſts in giving or 
taking away thoſe Poſts, Penſions, or Preferments, which 
depend upon the arbitrary Will of the Crown, this Act is 
fill more inſignificant ; becauſe it is not neceſſary, it would 
even be ridiculous in a Miniſter to tell any Man, that he 
gave or refuſed him a Poſt, Penſion, or Preferment, on ac-- * 
count of his voting for or againſt any Miniſterial Meaſure in 
Parliament, or any Miniſterial Candidate at an Election. If 
he makes it his conſtant Rule never to give a Poſt, Penſion, 
or Preferment, but to thoſe who vote for his Meaſures and 
his Candidates, and makes a few Examples of diſmifling 
thoſe who vote otherwiſe, it will have the ſame Effect as 
when he declares it-openly. Will any Gentleman ſay, that 
this has not been the Practice of the Miniſter whoſe Conduct 
is now propoſed to be inquired into? Has he not declared 
in the Face of this Houſe, that he will continue to make 
this his Practice? And will not this have the ſame Effect, 
as if he went ſeparately and diſtinctly to every particular 
Man, and told him in expreſs Terms, Sir, If you vote for 
ſuch a Meaſure, or ſuch a Candidate, you ſhall have the 
firſt Preferment in the Gift of the Crown; if you vote other- 
wiſe, you muſt not. expect to keep what you have. Gen. 
tlemen may deny the Sun ſhines at Noon-Day, but if 
they have any Eyes, and do not wilfully ſhut them, or 
turn their Back towards him, I am ſure no Man will believe 
they are ingenuous in what they ſay ; and therefore, I muſt 
think, the Hon. Gentleman was in the right who endea- 
voured to juſtify this Practice: It was more candid than to 
deny it ; but as his Arguments have already been fully an- 
ſwered, I ſhall add nothing upon that Subject. 

* Gentlemen cry out, What! will you take from the 
Crown the Power of preferring or caſhiering the Officers of 
our Army ? No, Sir, this is neither the Deſign, nor will it 
be the Effect of our agreeing to this Motion. The King has 
at preſent an abſolute Power of preferring or caſhiering the 
Officers of our Army. It is a Prerogative he may make uſe 
of for the Benefit or Safety of the Publick ; but like other 
Prerogatives, it may be made a wrong Uſe of, and the Mi- 
niſter is anſwerable to Parliament when it is. When an Of- 
cer is preferred or caſhiered, upon the Motive of his voting 
tor or againſt any Court Meaſure or Candidate, it is a U 
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An.'15: Geo. II. Use bf this Prerogative, for which the Miniſter is anſwer- 
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| made uſe of for it, might with equal Weight be made uſe 
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able. We may judge; we muſt judge from Circumſtances 
or outward Appearances : From theſe we may condemn; and, 
J hope, we have ſtill a Power to puniſh any Miniſter that 
ſhall dare adviſe the King to prefer or caſhier upon ſuch 2 
Motive. Whether this Prerogative ought to.remain as it is, 
without any Limitation, is a Queſtion that has nothing to do 
in this Debate; but I muſt obſerve, that the Ar 


of for giving our King an abſolute Power over every Man's 
Property; for a large Property will always give the Poſſeſſor 

a Command over a great Number of Men, whom he may 

arm and diſcipline if he pleaſes: I know of no Law for re- 

ſtraining it: I hope, there never will be any ſuch ; and I 
wiſh, our Gentlemen of Eſtates would make more uſe of 

this Power than they do, becauſe it would contribute towards 

keeping our domeſtick as well as our foreign Enemies in Awe. 
For my Part, I think, a Gentleman who has earned his Com- 
miſſion by his Services, (in his military Capacity, I mean 
or. bought it with his Money, has as much a Property in it, 
as any Man has in his Eſtate, and ought to have it as well 
ſecured by the Laws of his Country : Whilſt it remains at 
the abſolute Will of the Crown, he muſt be a Slave to the. 
Miniſter, unleſs he has ſome other Eſtate to depend on ; and 

if the Officers of our Army long continue in that State of 

Slavery in which they are at preſent, I am afraid, it will 
make Slaves of us all. 

* The only Method we have for preventing this fatal Con- 
ſequence, as the Law now ſtands, 1s to the beſt and 
moſt conſtant Uſe of the Power we have, as Members of this 
Houſe, to prevent any Miniſter's daring to adviſe the King 
to make a bad Uſe of this Prerogative ; and as there is ſuch 
a ſtrong Suſpicion, that this Miniſter has done ſo, we ought 
certainly to inquire into it, not only for the ſake of Puniſh- 
ing him, if guilty, but as a Terror to all future Miniſters 

* This, Sir, may therefore be juſtly reckoned among the 
many other ſufficient Cauſes for the Inquiry propoſed ; and the 
Suſpicion of the Civil Liſt's being greatly in Debt is another; 
for if it is, it muſt either have been miſapplied or profuſely 
thrown away, which it is our Duty both to prevent and pu- 
niſh. It is inconſiſtent with the Honour of this Nation to 
have our King ſtand indebted to his Servants or Tradeſmen, 
who may be ruined by a Delay of Payment : The Parlia- 
ment has provided ſufficiently for preventing this Diſhonour's 

being brought upon the Nation; and if the Proviſion we 
have made ſhould be miſapplied or laviſhed, we muſt ſupply 
the Deficiency, we ought to do it, whether the King makes 
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any Application for that Purpoſe or no; and the Reaſon' is An. rg. Geo. H. 
plain, becauſe, as we ought firſt to inquire into the  _ 274t- 
Management of that Revenue, and paniſh"thoſe who have 
| occaſioned the Deficiency, they will certainly chuſe to leave 
F the Creditors of the Crown, and the Honour of the Nation, 
in a State of Suffering, rather than advife the King to make 
an Application which will bring their Conduct into Queſtion, 
and themſelves, probably, to condign Puniſhment. * Beſide 
this, Sir, there is at preſent another Reaſon, ſtill ſtronger 
for promoting an Inquiry. As there is a great Suſpicion, 
that the publick Money has been applied towards corrupting 
Voters at Elections and in Parliament, if the Civil Lift be 
in Debt, it gives Reafon to preſume, that fome Part of this 
Revenue has, under the Pretence of Secret Service Money, 
been applied to that wicked Purpoſe. 
| * I ſhall conclude, Sir, with a few Remarks upon the laſt 
Argument made Uſe of againſt the Inquiry propoſed.” Tt 
has been ſaid, that the Miniſter delivered in his Accounts 
annually : That thoſe Accounts have been annually paſſed 
and approved of by Parliament ; and that therefore it would 
be unjuſt to call him now to a general Account, becauſe the 
Vouchers may be now loſt, or many expenſive Tranſactions 
have flipt out of his Memory. Tis true, Sir, Eſtimates 
and Accounts have been annually delivered in : The Forms 
of Proceeding made that neceſſary ; but were any of thoſe 
Eſtimates or Accounts ever properly inquired into ? Were 
not all Queſtions for that Purpoſe rejected by the Miniſter's 
Friends in Parliament? Has not the Parliament always taken 1 
them upon Truſt, and paſſed them without Examination? 
Can ſuch a ſuperficial paſſing, to call it no worſe, be deem'd 
a Reaſon for not calling him to a new and general Account ? 
If the Steward, to an Infant's Eſtate, ſhoald annually, for 
20 Years together, deliver in his Accounts to the Guardians ; 
and if the Guardians, through Negligence, or for a Share 
of the Plunder, ſhould annually paſs his Accounts without 
any Examination, or at leaſt without any Objection, would 
that be a Reaſon for ſaying, that it would be unjuſt in the 
Infant to call his Steward to an Account when he came of 
Age? Eſpecially if that Steward had built and furniſh- 
ed ſumptuous Palaces, and had, during the whole Time, 
lived at a much greater Expence than his viſible Income | 
could afford, and yet, nevertheleſs had amaſſed great Riches. | 
The Publick, Sir, is always in a State of 22 there- 
fore no Preſcription can be pleaded againſt it, nor even a ge- 
neral Releaſe, if there appears the leaſt Cauſe to ſuſpeR, 
that it was ſurreptitiouſly obtained : Publick Vouchers ought 
iways to remain upon Record, nor ought there to be any 
publick 
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An. 15: Geo. II. publick Expence without a proper Voucher; 
245. the Caſe of the Publick is ſtill ſtronger than that of an 

— fant, Thus the Hon. Gentlemen, who made Uſe of 
Objection, muſt ſee of how little Avail it can be 
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Caſe now before us, and conſequently, I hope, als, 2 


have their Concurrence in the Queſtion.? 
* 


The Debate being over, the Queſtion was put upon Lord L;. 
merick's Motion, which was ear in the Afrmktive ; Ayes 
— — 252, Noes 245. And it was reſolv'd, that a Committee of 
— * a Secrecy, conſilling of twenty-one Members, to be choſen 
into the Conduct by Ballot, be appointed to inquire into the Conduct of 
of Robert Earl Robert Earl of Orford, during the laſt ten Years of his be- 
of Orford. ing Firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, and Chancellor and 
Under-Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Exchequer ; And it was 
ordered, that the Members do on Friday next, at twelve of 
the Clock, prepare Liſts to be put into Glaſſes of one and 
| twenty Perſons Names, to be the ſaid Committee, 
An Addreſs of Then it was reſolved, Nem. Con. That an humble Addrefs 
Confidence and be preſented to his Majeſty, to aſſure him of the Fidelity, 
Fidelity voted. Zeal, and Affection of this Houſe to his Royal Perſon, Fa- 
mily and Government ; and that his faithful Commons will 
take every Opportunity, in this critical Conjuncture, to ſhew, 
how ſenſible they are of the preſent dangerous Situation of 
Europe, by the Diſtreſſes, to which the Queen of Hungary 
has been reduced; and, as the late favourable Turn of A,. 
fairs affords reaſonable Grounds to hope that, if ſhe is timely 
and properly aſſiſted by thoſe Powers, who are engaged by 
Treaties, and bound by Intereſt to ſupport her, the Ballance 
of Power may be again reſtored, and the Tranquility of 
Europe re-eſtabliſhed, this Houſe will therefore proceed with 
Unanimity, Vigour, and Diſpatch, to ſupport his _— 
in all ſuch Meaſures, as ſhall be neceſſary to attain 
great and deſirable Ends; having, from a juſt Senſe of their 
Duty, the higheſt Regard for the Honour and Safety of his 
Majeſty, and the trueſt Concern for the Freedom, Peace, 
Trade, and Welfare of theſe Kingdoms. _ 
Infolvent Debtors March 25. Mr Cornewall preſented to the Houſe, a Bill 
Bill preſented. for Relief of inſolvent Debtors, which was read the. firſt 
Time, ordered a ſecond Reading, and to be printed, 
Petition for Brig. The Inhabitants in and Electors for the Borough of Brid- 
port withdrawn. port, having withdrawn their Petition, William Bowles, Eſq; 
who was returned for that Borough, and alſo for Bewdh, 
made his Election for the latter; and a new Writ was order- 


ed ſor Bridport *. 
March 


Lord Deerhurſt, eldeſt Son of the Earl of Coventry, who bad bees 
Candidate for Worceſterſhire ¶ See p. 12.] was elected. 
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Schedule thereof. 118 2 
Hereupon it was ordered, Papers, being 
1 do lie on the Table. 4 
Then Mr Speaker reported his Majeſty's Anſwer to the 
Addreſs of the Houſe on the 23d. | 


Gentlemen, 
© F Thank you for 8 Your g.;... 
1 Unanimity on this Occaſion will, I am perſuaded, — moe 
attended with the happieſt Confequences both at Home Addrefs. 
and Abroad. I recommend 22 
« Heats and Diviſions. I deſire nothing more than to rei 
in the Hearts and Affections of all my People; which 
* look upon to be the greatelt Security to my Government, 
and their Liberties.” : 


March 29. Ordered in a Bill for vefting, for a certain 
Term of Years, in John Tuite, his Executors, c. the ſole 
Property of a Water-Engine, of his own Invention. 
Then the Marquis of Hartington reported from the Com- 
mittee, appointed to examine the Liſts of Twenty one Per- 
ſons Names, to be a Committee for inquiring into the Con- 
duct of Robert Earl of Orford, Fc. that the Majority had 
fallen upon Sir Jobs St Aubyn, Bart. Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 
Sir John Ruſhout, Bart. the Hon. George Compton, Eſq; the Names of the 
Lord Quarendon, William Neel, Eſq; Sir John Barnard, tee. $ 
Knt. the Lord Limerick, Edward Hooper, Eſq; the Lord | 
Cornbury, Nicholas Fazakerley, Eſq; Henry Furneſe, Eſq; the 
Lord Granard, Sir Jobn Strange, Knt. Thomas Prowſe, Eſq; 
Edmund Waller, Eſq; William Bowles, Eiq; William Pitt, 
Eſq; Cholmley Turner, Eſq; the Hon. William Finch, Eſq; 
Sir Henry Liddel, Bart. the Hon. John Talbot, Eſq; the 
Hon. Alexander Hume-Campbell, Eſq; ——But the Votes be- 
ing equal for the four laſt mentioned Gentlemen, the Jour- 
nal of the 12th of April 1694, in Relation to the Lifts of 
Commiſſioners for the publick Accounts; And alſo of the 
20th of April 1741, in Relation to the Liſts of Commiſſi- 
oners for examining into the Value of Lands and other 
Intereſts granted by the Crown ſince the 14th of Feb. 
1688, being read, Mr Speaker gave his Voice for Sir Hen- 
7 Liddel and Mr Talbot * * 


Vor, XIII. | F f | Then 
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Petition frem 


Trade. 


Reſolutions on 


the Supply. 


Compton, Lord 


for. 
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March 30. A Petition of the Corporation of Weayerz, 
Exeter, relating Fullet:, and Sheermen of Exeter, complaining of the 
to the Woollen of the Woollen Manufacture 
deration of the Grand Committee. 

Then Mr Francis Fane reported from the 


ſhall think proper to den 


| "eas referred to, the G 
Committee uf 


Supply the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by 


the Houſe, wiz. 


I. That 11,611 J. 13 5s. 4 4. be granted for the Charge | 
of the ſeveral Officers appointed to go with the Forces under 


General Wentworth for 1742. s 


II. That 1277 J. 10 5. be granted for the Charge 


of the 


Staff-Officers, appointed to attend the Hoſpital for the Ser- 


vice of the ſaid Expedition. 


III. That 44,008 J 3 5. 7 4. 


veral extraordinary Expe 


1741, and not provided for by Parliament. 


I The Names of the Members balloted for were as follows: 


be granted for defraying ſe 
nces and Services incurred, Arno 


Sir John St Aubyn 518 J Henry Furneſe, Eſq; _ 

Sir John Ruſhout 516 | Earl of Granardd _ 

Samuel Sandys, Eſq; 516 | William Pitt, Eſq; 

Hon. George Compton, Eſq; 516 Thomas Prowſe, Eſqz 

William Noel, Eſq; 512 | Edmund Waller, Eſq; 

Lord Quarendon 512 | William Bowles, Elgz » 

Sir John Barnard 268 | Cholmley Turner, Eſq; 

Lord Limerick 266 | Sir — Strange 

Lord Cornbury 265 | Sir Henry Lyddel 

Edward Hooper, Eſq 265 | Hon. John Talbot, Eſq; 

Nicholas Fazakerley, Eſq; 262 | ” 
There were two Lifts of 21 each on this Occaſion, but fix hie- 


bers, viz. Sir John St Aubyn, Mr Sandys, Sir John Ruſhout, Major 
mp Foote Dm 


Number of Members balloted for was only 36, of which the above 21 
were declared to be the Committee; and the other 15 are as follows: * 


Hon. A. Hume-Campbell, Eſq; 258 
Hon. William Finch, Eſq; 258 
John Plumtree, Eſq; 257 
Charles Gore, Eſq; 255 
Sir Watkin Williams Wynn 256 
Henry Arthur Herbert, Eſqz 256 
General Wade 256 


George Lyttelton, Eſq; 255 
The Number of Members abſent was 32 5 vacant Seats 7; Member 


7 
who voted 518, which, with the Speaker, makes 558; the 


the whole Houle, 


— Phillips, Eſq; 
ir Charles Gilmour 
Sir John Hind Cotton 
Lord Fitzwilliam 

Sir John Ramſden 


E 


Number ai 


210 
25 
252 
452 
T 251 
251 


249 
* 


(- 219 ) 
IV. That 27, 968 J. 2 4. 6 4. be granted on Account of An. 15. Ceo. II. 
the reduced Officers of the Land Forces and Marines, for 1742. 174% 


V. That 4168 J. be granted for paying Penſions to te 
Widows of ſuch reduced Officers as died upon Half-Pay in 
Great Britain, and who were married before the 25th of 
December, 1716, for the Year 1742. | | | 
VI. That 21,000 J. be granted to replace to the Sink- 
ing-Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, for half a 
Year's Intereſt due the 5th of Now. 1741, on the principal 
Sum of 1,200,000 J. lent on the Credit of the Salt-Duty, 
towards the Supply of the Year 1741. 3 

VII. That 27,851 J. 15.2 f d. be granted to replace to 
the Sinking - Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to 
make good the Deficiency of the Duty of 12 5s. per Barrel 
on Sweets or Wines, made from Britiſb or Foreign Fruit or 
Sugar, at Michae/mas, 1741. 
VIII. That 19,018 J. 45. 11 4. be granted to replace to 
the Sinking Fund the like Sum paid out of the ſame, to make 
good the Deficiency of the Duty upon all Victuallers and Re- 
tailers of Beer and Ale, within London, Weftminfter, and the 
Bills of Mortality, at Micbaelnas 1741. 

IX. That 10,000 J. be granted, to be applied to the 
Maintenance of the Brit; Forts and Settlements belonging 
to the Royal African Company. 

Upon a Motion of Mr Vyner, ſeconded by Mr V bicbcot, 
(Fc. ordered in a Bill to impower Meſſrs. Nuthall, Fydell, Bill for importing 
and Michell, and certain other Merchants, to import from Spaniſh Wines 
neutral Ports, a certain Quantity of Spanijs Wine. from neutral 
A Petition of Thomas Comer, ſetting forth, that he had Forts. 
prepared a Scheme for the regiſtring the Wool of Great Bri-'Mr Cowper's 
tain and Ireland ; and that finds, by the Votes of the Scheme relating 
230 Iaſt. Mr Webber has Leave to be heard relating to his f Wos 
Scheme ; and therefore praying, that the Houſe will grant 
him Leave to be heard at the 2 Time, was referred to 
the ſame Committee. ä 
March 31. Ordered a new Writ for Andover, in the Room A new Writ for 
of Jobn Pollen ®, Eſq; made a Veh Judge. Andover, 

Upon a Motion by Mr Carew, ſeconded by Mr Philips, 
2 Bill was ordered in to indemnify ſuch Perſons, who have 
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8 omitted to qualify themſelves for Offices and Employments — 
52 within the Time limited by Law ; and for allowing further Officers. 

5 Time for that Purpoſe. | 

1 The Serjeant at Arms having been ſent to the uſual Places 

49 do ſummon the Members to attend, a Motion was made that 


aw Act of the firſt Year of his late Majeſty King George, in- 
utued, An AZ for enlarging the Time of Continuance of 
1742, F f 2 Parliament: 


a. A 


He was re· elected. 
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An. 15, Geo. II. Parliamenti, atjointed by an A indie in tht feat Vans 
4p»! the Reign 2. William ard Pucth by; intitulect, 
1 . the frequent Meeting and calling of Nene e 
my Moto db. Ses, might be read ; which being read accordingly, a Mii was 
* — * — made by Sir Robert Godſehall, and ſecbnded by Sit Fo 
jected. Barnard, tha 1 be given to bring in a Bill tb repeat the 
ſaid Act: But the ſame being warmly oppoſed by fevtral 
Members, * xi whom were Mr Pulleney and Mr 
it paſſed in the Negative, by 204, gain 184. 44 
April 1. Mr Hier preſented to the Houſe a Bill to i. 
The Billsrelating power Meſſrs. Nutha/l, Fydell, and Michell, and certain other 
to Sraniſ Wines ; Merchants, to import, — neutral Ports, a certain Quanti- 
of Spaniſh Wines, which was read a firſt Time, ot- 
Fred bans os 5 A9 
A Bill for the better protecting and ſecuring the Trade 
For ſecuring of and Navigation of this Kingdom in Times of War, ves 
r read a fil Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading, and to be 
rinted. | | 
And for encou- , A Bill for veſting, for a certain Term, in John Tuite, his 
— Executors, c. the ſole Property of his Water- Engine, was 
1 he. read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. : 
Then Mr Sandy: acquainted the Houſe, that he hid a 
King's Meſſage Meſſage from his Majeſty, which was read by Mr Sprater, 
for a Vote of as follows : | FO 
Credit, | 75 
GEORGE R. 1 
C * is always with the utmoſt Reluctance his Majeſty aſes 
I any extraordinary Supplies of his People; But as his 
faithful Commons have, with the greateſt Zeal and Una- 
© nimity, expreſſed their Concern for the Support of the Houſe 
of Auſtria, and for reſtoring the Balance of Power in Europe; 
and as the late Events in Favour of the Queen of Hungary, 
afford a reaſonable Proſpect of Succeſs, his Majeſty makes 
no doubt but this Houſe will, at this Time, readily grant 
him ſuch a Supply, as may enable him to concert prop 
« Meaſures, and form ſuch Alliances with other Powers, 25 
« may be neceſſary for attaining thoſe defirable Ends, which 
« they have, in ſo particular a Manner, 1 to 
him.“ | F 
The ſaid Meſſage was order'd, Nem. Con. to be referred to 
the Committee of Supply. | | 
Proceedings on Then Mr Carexw reported from the Committee of the 
the Scheme for whole Houſe, to whom the ſeveral Petitions, relating to the 
ye ring of Decay of the Woollen Manufacture, had been _—_ 
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Dc See the Debate on bringing in the Septennial Bill in CnAnDLER' 
Hiſtory, Anno 2. Geo. I. 1716, p. 70; and the Debate on a 


for repealing thereof, Anno 1734, p. 245. 
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ered a new Writ 
Srone ® 7+. A Bil Secretary of Barbadees. 


weed, 


Tm Acomt — Fer 
* cars paſt, been pat on Board any | , 
{el to be carried coaſtwiſe, from one Port to another, 7, with Wal ane 
in Great Britain, and relanded again; diſti - pd] "pg 
Year, and the ſeveral Ports from which ſuch ed ia, 
on Board, and where relanded, — — 

April 5. Ordered a new Writ for the City of Dar hag, in New Wri for 
the Room of Job Shaftor +, Eſqz deceas'd. Durham, 

The ſame Day German Pole, Eſq; withdrew his Petition 
for Derhy. 

Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of 
the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by the 
Houſe, viz. 

I. That 500,000 J. be granted to his Majeſty, upon Ac- 

count, towards enabling his Majeſty to concert proper Mea- Farther Reſolu- 

— and form ſuch Alliances, or enter into ſuch Engage · tions on the Sup- 
ments with other Powers, as his Majeſty ſhall judge neceſ- Ply. 
fary for the Sapport of the Houſe of Auffria, and for reſtor- 

the Balance of Power in Europe. 


II. That 266,616 J. 6 5. 5 + 4. be granted for maintain- 


ing his Majeſty's Forces and Garrifons in the Plantations, 
Minorca and Gibraltar, and Proviſions for the Garriſons at 
Annapolis Royal, Canſo, Placentia, Providence, Gibraltar and 
Georgia, for 1742. 

III. That 4000 J. be granted towards the repairing and 
finiſhing Ve infler Abbey. 

Then a Petition of ſeveral Merchants, alledging, that on 
the 19th of October 1739, War being declared againſt Spain, Petition againft 
the Span; Court prohibited Eng/; 2 Manufactures; which the Bill for im- 
Prohibition they have enforced 1 lately as the 28th of Ne- Forts Wines — 
vember laſt; that upon the 18th of December, 1739, (raj — 
the Houſe ordered i in a Bill for prohibiting Commerce with 
Spain, and afterwards an Act of Parliameut was paſſed, enac- 
ting, That, after the 1 of June 1740, no Wines, Goods, 
or Manufactures of any of the Territories of the King of 
Spain in Europe (except Prize Goods) ſhould, during the 
preſent War, be im — into Great Britain, or other 


He was rechoſe, + John Temyet, Eſq; was elected. 
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An. 15. Ceo. II. Places therein named, from any Place whatſoever,” fave on. 
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ly as to ſich, which ſhould be actually 3 into Ming. 
ca or Gibraltar on, or before, the iſt of May, 1740, and 
imported hither on, or before, the z4th of Jun then fol. 
lowing ; and that as the ſaid Act remained in Force duri 

whole Seſſion of the 14th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, ſe- 
veral of the Petitioners, and others, upon the Faith of the 
ſaid Law, have imported, and ordered, much greater 

tities than uſual, of Wines and other Goods, not —_ 
Portugal, which takes off to the largeſt Value of Brin 
Woollen and other Manufactures, but alſo from other Places, 
intending thereby to ſupply here the Want of thoſe _ 


ted Spaniſh Wines; and that, in Conſequence of a Petition 
[See p. 136.] lately preſented from a few Merchants, Traden 
to Spain, deſiring a particular Liberty to themſelves only, to 
import Spaniſh Wines, even now, from neutral Ports, the 
Houſe has given Leave to bring in a Bill for ſuch Purpoſes: 
That the Petitioners apprehend, that their private Property 
will be thereby greatly affected, and their lawful Trade in- 
terrupted, if ſuch Bill ſhould paſs into a Law, and that the 
ſaid Traders to Spain cannot be relieved, in the Manner by 
them propoſed, but by a Repeal of Part of the Acts of Na. 
vigation, as well as the whole Act of Prohibition, and, in 
Effect, at the Expence of the Petitioners, who have been 
carrying on a Trade ſo beneficial to the Kingdom; and fur- 
ther alledging that Spani Wines are the firſt Species of 
Goods forbidden by the ſaid Act of Prohibition, and pay, 
at the Time when exported from Spain, a very high Duty 
to that Crown, nearly equal to the prime Coſt of the Wines; 
and that the ſaid Span; Traders avow, that ſome of them 
firſt ſent their Orders from hence, for their Spano Wines, 
ſo late as upon the 14th of Feb. 1739, which was near four 
Months after the Declaration of War, and near two Months 
after this Houſe had order'd in a Bill to prohibit Commerce, 
and was nine Days after this Houſe had proceeded ſofaras 
to paſs a Bill for Prohibition of Commerce; ſo that ſuch 
Wines could not have been exported from Spain, nor the 
Duty paid for the ſame, till long after the Prohibition - Act 
might have been compleatly paſſed into a Law ; and that as 
the preſent Application from the ſaid Span] Traders came 
before this Houſe but on the third of March 174 1, at fo great 
a Length of Time after the Prohibition took Place, the Pe- 
titioners apprehend, the Indulgence defired by the faid 
Traders may afford Opportunities for indirect Practices, or 
at leaſt may encourage ſuch great Numbers of like Appli- 
cations, in reſpect of Spaniſh Wines, and other Goods allo, 
as may render it extremely hazardous for Merchants to car 

ry 
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xy on their Trade, according to Law,” if liable to be de- An. 16. Geo. II. 
ſeated aſter the Time they all have inveſted their Effects; . 
and therefore 1 the Houſe, that they may be heard Wwe 


( #23 1) 
N 
againſt the eir Counſel. ' Accordingly the faid , _..; ** 
Petition was order d to lie on the Table, till the Bill in fa- e 3nd 
your of Meſſrs Nurball, Fydell, and Michell, &c. be read a bo 

ſecond Time ; and that the Petitioners be then heard by 4 


their Counſel. 


April 7. Upon the Motion of Mr Hungerford, ſeconded 
by Mr Wilkinſon, a Bill was order'd in for the more eaſy 
Recovery of ſmall Debts. & | 
April 8. On a Motion by Sir Robert Godſchall; and ſe- ; 
conded by Sir John Barnard, a Bill to prevent the Frauds 
committed by the counterfeiting of Gold and Silver Lace, 
was order'd in. | | 
The Serjeant at Arms having ſummon'd the Members as A Bill order'd in, 
uſual; A Bill was order'd in to exclude certain Officers for excluding cer- 
from being Members of the Houſe of Commons ; and it was being Mont — 
ordered that Mr Pulteney, Mr Sandy, Mr Cornewall, Sir 
Watkin Williams Wynn, Mr Philips, Mr Charles Cholmonde- 
ley, and the Lord Gage, do re and bring in the ſame. 
Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Sup- 
ply, the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by 


I. That 188,756 J. 17 . 1 d. be granted for the Ordi- Reſolutions on 
nary of the Navy (including Half Pay to Sea-Officers) for the Supply. 


1742. 
15 That 168,645 /. 15 5. 7 4. be granted for the Charge 
of Tranſports hired to carry the Forces to America. 

III. That 111,917 19s. 1 4. be granted for Victuals, 
provided for the Soldiers employed in the American Expe- 
ditions, 

IV. That 10,000 J. be granted upon Account, tothards 
the Support of the Royal Hoſpital at Greenwich. : 

April q. A Bill to prevent the Frauds committed by the Bill relating to 
counterfeiting of Gold and Silver Lace, &c. was read the ld Lace; 
firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. — 

A Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of ſmall Debts, was covering ſmall 
read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading, and to be Debts ; order'd a 
printed, | ſecond Reading. 

Ordered Liſts of the Juſtices of the Peace for the ſeveral Liſts of Juſtices 
Counties and Liberties within England and Wales, and for of Peace order'd, 
the City of Weſtminſter, to be laid before the Houſe. 

On a Motion of Sir Nathanie! Curzon, ſeconded by zn 3 
Mr Carew, a Bill was order'd in to explain and amend an ing the Vagabond 
Act of the 13th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, For amending act. 
and enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vagabonds, and - 


other 


0264 


* en . end diforderly Perſaus, and for reducing 


— for erecting, providing, and 
Land-Tax Bill April 12. The Land-Tax 


paſs d. 


More Letters, 


c. relating to 


—— ded. Admiral Haddock ; Lifts of which, to the Namher of 100, 


The High Sheriff having given Offence to the Houſe [See p. 138. 555 ; and pray- 
Ferry be wa 


Debate on Mr 


Paxton's refuſing Solicitor of the Treaſury, having been examined upon Qath, 
to anſwer before did refuſe to anſwer the Qgeſtions put to him hy the Com- 


the Secret Com- 
mittee. 


to Cuſtody. 


Alderman Heathcote, a Bill was enter, in. for 
the Miſchiefs which may happen, 8 


Nature as might involve himſelf, and no Man was obliged 


- in. would have leſs Diſcretion, or propoſe any Thing in 
He is order*d in- Proper. Then the Queſtion being put upon the 


into que AF of Park 2 and alſo for 
ing Houſes 


paſs d, and ſent * he Lords by Mr 
On a Motion of Sir Rebert God, 


Quantities of Gunpowder in or near N 
Then Mr Comptraller preſented, pur t to I | 
Copies of ſeveral Letters — Inſtructions, c. relating to 


were order d to lie on the Table. 

A Petition of Witham Mydaleton, Eſq; late 
of Denbighſsire, was preſented to the Houle ; 
that he is extremely ſorry, and humbly begs 


High Sherif 


gs 


ing to be diſcharged out of Cuſtody. 
diſcharged upon Submiſſion. 
A Bill for ſecuring to Job Byrom . of 5 
liſking and teaching his Method of ohort Hh 
a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading | 
April 13. Lord Limerick, Chairman of pe RE A 
Secrecy, acquainted the Houſe, that Mr Nicholas Pexin, 


mittee ; Hereupon it was moved, that he be Rn Art 1 
the Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms, and deharted the 

of Paper, Pen, and Ink. On this Motion a warm Debate 
aroſe. On the one Side it was urged, © That except the Houſe 
was made acquainted with the veſtions that aer 
poſed, it was impoſſible to judge whether they had been pm 
perly put or not; and therefore they could not judge + 
Offence, for it was poſlible that the Queſtions were fr 


to turn his own Accuſer.” 
On the other Side it was argued, © That if the Houſe wasto 


be made acquainted with every Queſtion that the ev gg Com- 


mittee might, in Courſe of their Inquiry, propoſe, it u 
no longer a Secret Committee ; that its Deſign was l. 
that as nothing was more cominon than to examine A 


and 
d con- 
fine a Man by a Warrant from a fingle Secretary of Stats, 
ſo it was not to be preſumed that 21 Gentlemen, whom the 
Commons of Great Britain had repoſed ſo much Confidence 


the fame was agreed to, Ayes 197, Noes 136. Ari 
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The next Day the 9 rats wis orger'd to bring An. 15. Geo, It, 
the faid Mr Nitholas Paxton, now a Priſoner in his Custody, t 7% 
the Committee of Sechecy, to be'exaininet, 4 often 28 the wy 
ad Committee ſhall Hinze fe: Abd chat his Wife have Leave 
to go to and remain with him, but not be allowed Pen, Ink, 
or Paper, and that no Perſon have Acceſs to her, without 
Leave of the Houſe. © Wis of as” walks: 2 
- /Then it was farther ordered, that the Committee of Se» 
crecy _ a. to fit, notwithſtanding any Adjournments 
of 'he Howl, * 5... 7 DOT CO UN P32] 

An ingroſſed Bill for 3 John Taitr, his Execu- Bill for encotts 
tors, Cc. the ſole of his Water Engine, was read bing a Water- 
the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords. . 
Ordered an Account of the Quantity of Linens imported Accounts of 1;. 
into Great Britain from foreign Parts: Alſo an Account nen imported 
of all foreign Linens exported from Great Britain to the and exported, 
Britiſh Plantations, both from Chriſtmas 1734, to Chriſtmas order d in. 
1740, with the Drawbacks paid thereupon. Likewiſe' an 
Account of the Quantity of Britiß and Vi Linens exported 
from Great Britain to the Brit Plantations, from Chrift- 
mas 1736, to Chrifimas 1741. to be laid before the Houſe, 

April 15. Ordered a new Writ for Chefter, ® in the Room uit for Cheſter. 
of Sir Charles Bunbury,” Bart. deceaſed. ' <% 

A Petition of the Priſoners for Debt in the Goal of Vor- 
cefter, was ordered” to lie on the Table. W. 

A Bill to exclude certain Officers from being Members of Officers Bill or- 
the Houſe of Commons, was read the firſt Time, and or- dered a ſecond 
der'd a ſecond Reading. 2 

The fame Day the King came to the Houſe of Peers, al agent 
and gave the Royal Aſſent to the Land-Tax Bill, and to given to ſeveral 
ſeven other publick, 'and eight private Bills. Bills, 

His Majeſty being withdrawn, and the Houſe return'd, 

Lord Limerick reported from the Committeee of Secrecy, 

that he was directed by them to acquaint the Houſe, that 

Mr Nicholas Paxton, Sollicitor of the Treaſury, did again 

refuſe to anſwer to what had been before demanded of him — 24 
whereupon it was reſolved by a Majority of 180 Voices fatal. is com- 
againſt 128, That he be committed cloſe Priſoner to Newgate ; mitted to News 
and that he be not allowed Pen, Ink, or Paper; that no Per- Sate. | 
ſon be permitted to have Acceſs to him, without Leave of 

the Houſe ; that his Wife have Leave to remain with him 

during the Time of his Confinement, but that ſhe be not 

allowed Pen, Ink, or Paper; and that no Perſon have 

Acceſs to her, without Leave of the Houſe : It was alſo 


farther Ordered that the Keeper of Newgate do bring the 
Vor. XIII. G g ſaid 


* Philip Henry Warburton, Eſqz was elected. 


Bill for ating April 27. A Bill for taking, examining and de 
the Publick Ac- publick Accounts of the Kingdom, was read the firſt Time, 
TRY and ordered a ſecond Reading. | 


Bill relating to 


or Rue A 
Accounts rela- be laid before the Houle. 
ting to Georgia Then it was reſolved to addreſs 
2 the Petition and R he 
order'd. ſembly of South Carolina to his Majely, dated the, 26th 

July 1740, upon the then State of id Proyince, ah 
for a Copy of the laſt Memorial of the Truſtees for Gaggia 
to his Majeſty. Then the Houſe adjourn'd to the 26th. _ _ 
Writs forPlymp- April 26. a new Writ for 1 * in the 1 

den of Richard 9 — Eſq; created Lord Eagecumbe 4 
* another for | Peterborough, in the Room of William Ra 


Ty 


Fitzwilliam, of Ireland, created Lord Fitzwilliam of Mil 


two 


ton in Northamptonſhire. 

Sir Wilkam Yonge, by his Majeſty's 
an Eſtimate of the Charge of one Regiment of Horſe, 
of Dragoons, and four of Foot, transferred from the 156 
to the Britis Eſtabliſhment, for 1742. | 


The Committee 28. The Commons in a Grand Committee on the 
of Supply vote Ms reſolved, that one 3 nas of Horſe, two Regi- 4 
ſeven Iriſh Re- ments of Dra and four Regi of Foot, ir 
— 1 in the whole of 4000 Men, be transferred from the Ij6 
Britiſh Eſtabliſi - to the Britiſb Eſtabliſhment, for the Vear 17423 and, that 
ment. 74,192 J. 5 . 44. be granted for defraying the Charge 
thereof: On a Diviſion, Ayes 214, Noes 123. 
April 29. A Bill for — the os, which 
may happen by keeping dangerous Quantities of Gunpowder 
in or ar Ciceo had owns, was read a firſt Time, and 
ordered a ſecond Reading. | " 
Petition againſt A Petition of ſeveral Merchants, Traders, and In 
the Bill for im-, of Wines in Southampton, againſt the Bill order'd in fayour 
0050s *paniſh of the Importation of Spaniſb Wines from Neutral Ports 
; was order'd to lie upon the Table. , : 
Several Petitions A Petition of ſeyeral Merchants of London, and other 
relating to the Dealers in Linens, made in Great Britain and Jreland 
Linen Manufac- ſetting forth, that the ManufaQures of Linens have, of late 
__ Years, been greatly improved, but cannot be farther ex- 
tended, without the Aid of the Legiſlature ; was referred 
to a Committee of the whole Houſe. MY 


+ Lord Sundon, whoſe Election for Weſtminſter bad been declar's 
void, Lee P+ 63-] Was choſen, | 1 


Gunpowder, 


1 
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the Manufacturers of Linen in Perth, An. 15, Oeo, IL 

1 

van the Pes . 

| Wed for whitening being Duty = gan 

the Duties on foreign Linen, to the — 4 4 

at Exportation, even to our Co- nufactury, 

ve had the principal Benefit of our ; 
Britiſh and Irjþþ are, in a great Mea» 

ſare, cut off from this Market abroad; that by diſconti- 

nuing the Drawbacks on foreign Linen carried to our Ame» 


reduced the Price of foreign Linens from 10 to 15 per Cent. 

there is good Ground to believe, that ſuch farther Im 

ments may be made, as Fan there would be little or 22 

Occaſion for importi reign Linen. This Petition was weft of the 

referr d to the . — hey 
Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Supply transferringſeven 

the Reſolution of Yeſterday, whereupon Mr Phillips ſtood Iriſh Regiments 

up, and ſpoke to the following Effect: —— — 


Sir, 

* I attended Yeſterday, in the beſt Manner I could, to the Mr Phillipe. 
Arguments that were uſed in the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, in Favour of the Troops now under your Conſide- 
ration; and they were drawn either from the Neceſſity of 
ſupplying the Queen of Hungary, in order to preſerve the 
Balance of Power in Europe, or from the Fear of an Invaſi- 
on from ſome foreign Power, in the Abſence of the 16,000 
Men, that his Majeſty has ordered to be ſent into Flanders. 
As to the Queen of Hungary, I believe, this Houſe is una- 
nimous in their Opinion, that ſhe ought to be ſupported ; and 
if the Queſtion had been, whether the Troops ſhould be 
ſent abroad, to her Aſſiſtance, or not, that Argument would 
have been proper ; but has no Relation at all to the preſent 
Queſtion. His Majeſty has, without adviſing with his Parlia- 
ment, thought fit to order thoſe Troops to embark, and that 
Matter is not now under our Co tion ; but, I hope, 
his Miniſters are ſatisfied, that the Dutch and Hanover 
Troops will a& in Concert with thoſe Troops ; the Embar- 
kation will then be highly proper and juſtifiable, but other- 
wiſe mad and unaccountable. 

As to the Arguments drawn from the Fear of an Inva- 
ſion, I cannot think Gentlemen were in earneſt when they 
made uſe of them. Our Navy muſt be in a profound Sleep, 
and our Miniſters void of Intelligence, if they ſuffer Spain 
to approach our Qoaſts ; and as to France, her Finances are 
1742 G 3 2 ſo 
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An. 1g. Geo. u. ſo low, and ſhe has ſo many Armies on Fodt, to [hk 
1742... | her Engagements to the new Emperor and" ber her other 


II was faid, « Neceſſity might ariſe of ſea 
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lies, that it would be ridiculogs'to imagine, 
to invade us, eſpecially when we have an Army n 
2 her Frontiers. 13 * 


Troops abroad; if ſo, will it not be Time enough W 
Troops abroad directly from Ireland. when that Neceflity ap- 
and cannot they be ſoon replaced by new raiſed Troops 
ere? What Argument then can be uſed for taking ints 
our Pay this additional Number of Troops ? None but 
what prevailed in the Time of the late Adminiſtration, but 
which, I was in Hopes, would have died with them, That 
it is always neceſſary to keep up a large ſtanding Army i 
England; a dangerous Doctrine! and I will venture to fay, 
that whoever adviſes a Britjh King to delight in a 
Army, is an Enemy to his Country, as it tends to evſlaye 
People, and inſtead of being a Security to the Crown, alie- 
nates the Affections of the Subject, and creates Murmi 
and Jealouſies; for when People feel, they will complain. 
And I cannot help expreſſing the great Surprize I was under 
Yeſterday, to hear ſo many Gentlemen that are 
Friends to Liberty, Advocates for the Increaſe of our Army. 
The Supplies already granted amount to above five Millions 
three hundred and eight Thouſand Pounds ; the Embarkation 
of the Troops as they conſiſt of ſo man 11 and Dra- 
oons, will greatly increaſe that Sum; and, I am fare, this 
ation is not in a Condition to be at any Expence that is not 
abſolutely neceſſary for its Safety. That theſe 4000 Men 
are neceſſary for that End, I cannot at all believe, and dere 


fore, muſt give my Negative to them. 


The Hon. Gentleman that made the Motion Y 
in the Committee, was pleaſed to ſay, that when the 
16,000 Men are embarked, you would not have als 
11,000 Men left in the Kingdom, I am fatisfied-a 
Number will be ſufficient in our preſent Circumſtances'for 
the Security of the Kingdom ; but I beg Leave to take No- 
tice, that the 1600 Men that are coming over from Mira, 
inſtead of thoſe that are to be ſent there, are not 
in that Number, neither are the Marines, and tho* many of 
theſe are abroad, yet they are not all; I am ſure many of 
the Officers are at home, and they might ſoon raiſe Men to 
ſerve in Place of thoſe that we have been obliged to ſend to 
help to man the Fleet. Shall we never have done — 
the Forces? An Army of 66, ooo Men is inconſiſtent 
the Conſtitution, and mult one Day ruin it. I was in _ 


# Sir William Yonge, 
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even from the Approach of Danger, and yet they grudge every 


— "PIR 

ihe Redrefling of Grievances would at leaſt have"kept Pate 
aith the granting of applet) bet ere! die urs dat Quits 
Jiftanced the other; and the great Expectations from thin 
Parliament will, I fear, end in nothing, but ing more 
Forces and more Money, than has been g in any Par? 
lament within the ſo much talked of Period . . 


Years paſt. $1 

Sir, en | a 
In all Countries, eſpecially in this, the People to 
be protected by their Government, they expect to be 


Expence which becomes neceſſary for that This ren- 
ders it popular to oppoſe all publick Meaſures, becauſe every 
publick Meaſure muſt be attended with a public Expence; and 
this very often, I believe, creates a Prejudice in Gentlemen who 
are fond of Popularity, which makes them judge amiſs of al- 
moſt every Meaſure, and every Precaution that can be taken 
by the Government. It is to this Prejudice that I muſt impute 
the Oppoſition which the Meaſure now under our Conſidera- 
tion has met with ; for if we conſider it impartially, and 
without Prejudice, there can nothing, I think, appear more 
prudent or more reaſonable. 'That the Queen of Hungary 
ought to be ſupported, that ſhe ought to be aſſiſted, has been 
for ſome Time almoſt the univerſal Cry of this Nation: 
We ought, they ſay, to aſſiſt her, not only in Conſequence 
of our Engagements but in order to preſerve ourſelves, by 
maintaining the Balance of Power. Whether I concur in this 

neral Opinion, it is not now neceſſary to declare ; but now 
when it is reſolved to ſend Troops to her Aſſiſtance, and 
ſome of thoſe Troops are, for our domeſtick Security, to 
be replaced by others, Gentlemen begin to find Fault with 
both theſe Meaſures, becauſe both muſt be attended with 
a publick Expence. 

We are told, that it will be mad and unaccountable to 
ſend our Troops abroad, unleſs we are well aſſured that thoſe 
Troops will be joined by the Troops of ſome other Powers. 
duppoſe we were not ſure of being joined by the Troops of 
any other Power in Europe, except thoſe of the Queen of 
Hungary herſelf, yet I cannot think it would be either mad 
or unaccountable to ſend a large Body of Troops over to 
Flanders ; becauſe it will ſhew, that we are not only willing, 
but ready to join with thoſe other Powers of Europe, who 
have certainly as great an Intereſt, and ought to have an 
equal Concern for preſerving a Balance of Power in Europe. 
There are ſeveral States and Princes in Ezrope, who at pre- 
ent affect a Neutrality, and yet we cannot ſuppoſe, they 
are 
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Mr Winnington. 
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that Monarchy, as ſoon as they ſee the Armies of 
upon the Continent, and ready to protect them agai 
Power which, in their preſent Situatian, they 
not reſiſt. This is an Effect which thi 
'F ſure, great Reaſon. to wiſh for; and as the 
W- /- a Body of our Troops to Flanders, will 
wo a very ſmall additional Expence, and | 
1 no other Inconvenience, I think, it is worth our why 
make the Trial, even tho' we be nat previouſly aſſured, 
either the Durch, or any other State in Epe, will join 
their Troops with ours, or enter into any Confederacy. for 
the Support of the Queen of Hungary, or for limiting the 
ambitious Views of the Houſe of Bourbon. cn ie 
From hence, I hope, Sir, it will appear, that the Em- 
barkation of our Troops can in no Caſe be deemed mad 
or unaccountable ; but when we ſend our Troops out of the 
Kingdom, it would certainly be both mad and unaccoun- 
table to leave this Ifland deſtitute of a ſufficient Number of 
Troops for its Defence, and for ſecuring its domeſtick 
Tranquility. Whatever others may think of the diſaſfectel 
Party amongſt us, I have ſo great an Attachment to our 
preſent happy Eſtabliſhment, and to the Royal Family now 
upon our Throne, that I am ſtill jealous of that Party, and 
apprehenſive of their Power. True Love, they ſay, is a 
ways mixed with Jealouſy ; and this makes me dread every 
Opportunity, the Diſaffected may think they have got, far 
putting their Deſigns in Execution. There are ſtill many 
Gentlemen of Figure and Fortune amongſt us, who openly 
profeſs their Attachment to the Pretender : There is a Sort 
of enthufiaſtical Spirit of Diſaffection that Rill prevails among 
the Vulgar ; and, I am afraid, there is by far too great a 
Number of Men of all Ranks and Conditions, who now 
ſeem to be true Friends to the Proteſtant Succeſſion, that 
would declare themſelves otherwiſe, if they thought they 
+ b| could do ſo without running any great or unequal Rik. 
| Theſe Conſiderations ſhall always make me jealous of the 
| Jacobite Party's getting any Opportunity to rebel, and this 
they have always thought they had, and always will think 
they have, when they ſee the Nation deſtitute of Troops 3 
for which Reaſon, I ſhall always be for keeping 1 
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them into Obedien * 
0 Ba he Danger of an Tſurvlip ut ber. is far from 


the only Dan r we have to apprehend from 
1 in the a ſufficient Nawber of of Troops for 
Defence. The of an ron DOR 


the Pretender at the of it, is to be 2 
ded; and the Nature of theſe jobs, in Are 

each contributes to the Increaſe of the er We we now 
in actual War with Spain, and as we are 2 Ja 
Naval Force, even tho* ſhe ſhould be_openl 

France, ſhe-can expect no Succels : due peat lit che! 
ſects and the Event of that War, unleſs ſhe can alſo fame 
domeſtick Combuſtion amongſt us. Muſt we not then expeR, 
is it not certain, that ſhe will ufe every Art that can be 
thought of, for throwing 8 or 40,000 "of hes: beſt Troops 
into this Iſland, with the Pretender and ſome of his Adhe- 
rents at their Head ? And is it not as certain, that upon their 
landing in any Part of the Iſland, -they would be joined nor 
only by all the Diſaffected, but by all & thoſe of deſperate For- 
tunes, who are always more ready to join in overturning, 
than in ſupporting an eſtabliſhed Government; becauſe, from 
their Succeſs in the former, they muſt expe& greater En- 
couragement than they can expect from their Succeſs in 
the latter. Spain, we know, has a ſufficient Number of 
Troops to ſpare for this Purpoſe ; and we know what a ſmall 
Number of Ships would be ſufficient for tranſporting 10,000 
Foot and diſmounted Dragoons from Spain to the Southern, 
or South-Weſt Parts of this Iſland ; for they would have no 
Occaſion to tranſport Horſe to a Country where Horſes are 
ſo plentiful, and which is ſo much incloſed, that Horſe can, in 
very few Pl come to a regular Engagement. Twenty 
or Thirty good Merchant 1 would be ſufficient for ſuch 
a Purpoſe ; and theſe provided, the Troops em- 
barked, and even landed ant 5 Court could have 
any Intelligence of the Deſign, which would have been the 
Caſe in the Year 1718, if their Fleet had not at that 
Time met with an accidental Storm and contrary Winds. 

* Our Navy, Sir, may be uſeful, it will always be ſuffi- 
cient, I hope, to defend us againſt a formidable Invaſion, 
becauſe we muſt have Intelligence of the Deſign, long before 
tie neceſſary Preparations can be made for ſuch an Invaſion ; 
and may, by a ſuperior Squadron, lock the Enemy's Fleet 
ap in their Port, before it can be ready to fail ; but againſt 
2 ſudden Invaſion with a ſmall Force, Zach as I have menti- 
Wed, our Navy can never be a fufficient Security. For de- 
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ing us againſt an Invaſion, we 
0 bie Number of, + ty * the Tſland';' and' 2 Janes 


Gentlemen to' conſider what à wbeful and datigerous ( 
fitige, wo. hoot? be in, if 10,000. of the veteran 1 
of Spain were landed in the Southern 

this Iſland, and we had but 10 or 12,000 regular 'Troe 
in the whole Iſland: They might march to dur Capita 
drive the Royat Family, and all its Friends, from thence 
and place the Pretender upon the Throne, before we cogld 
bring an equal Number of qur regular Troops togethet t 
oppoſe them; and if they could do this, who can fay; that 


our regular Army itſelf, or a great Part of it, would hg 
414 vg, 


afe io, favour of the Invaders? 

The Danger of an Invaſion from Spain, is yot there 
ſuch a Bagbear, "as ſome Gentlemen Bo inclined to'repy 

ſent it; but upon ſending our Troops to Flanders, 55 
is not then the only Country from whence an Tnyafion may be 
juſtly apprehended, The Deſign of our ſending our T 
into Flanders is well known: It muft be to circumſcribe 
Views of France, or directly to attack that Kingdom. Fi: 
ther of theſe will make France our Enemy, and will induce 
that Court to contrive, if poſſible, how ta make an Invasion 
upon us. They are, tis true, at preſent ata : 
They have loſt great Armies in Germany: They have ill 
great Armies there; but they have likewiſe great Armies 
of regular Troops at Home, much more than would be fuf- 
ficient for making an Invaſion upon us, if we had but 10 br 
12,000 regular Troops in the whole Iſland ; and they now 
ſee, that they will be in Danger of loſing all the Money 


i _ 


they have ſpent, and all the Blood they have ſpilt, without 


being able to reap any Benefit to themſelves ; unleſs they'can 
divert the Power of this Nation by raiſing a Civil War 
amongſt ourſelves. Can we ſuppoſe, that in theſe ' Cireum- 
ſtances they will not attempt making an Invaſion upon us, if 
by our own Miſconduct we put it any Way in their Power? 
By the Superiority of our naval Force, and by Keeping 8 
ſtrong Squadron in the Channel, we may prevent their be- 
ing able to make an Invaſion upon us with any formidable 
Army; but conſidering how many Ports they have within a 
few Hours ſail of our Coaſt, how many Ships, Fiſhing Vel- 
ſels, and Barks fit for tranſporting Soldiers in ſuch a ſhort 
Voyage, they have' in every Port, and how well acquainted 
their Smugglers are with every Creek and Corner of our 
Shore, we muſt admit, that it would be very eaſy for them to 
embark and land 10 or 12,000 of their beſt Troops upon 
our Southern Coaſt, before we could any Way hear of their 
Deſign, or ſend any Squadron to diſappoint them; and thi, 
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u the Southeri or Weſlerh Parts of 
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ouſe, and yy it nn to wy — 
they talk of having it redreſs'd ; eſpecially, 'as they khow 
here are moans Gendeces in this Huld A 
differ from them in Opinion, with reſpett'ts evety G nce 
they, have been pleaſed to give us the leaſt Hinr of ;" for fotde 
of thoſe Things they have been pleaſed to mention 4 Ufle. 
vances are, I believe, by a Majority of the Hvuls, thought 
to be National Benefits, and others are, by the fame Maſs: 
rity, thought to have no preſent Exiſtence: 'Therefare 

the Queſtion is fairly ſtated, and the Opinion of the Hbute 
taken upon it, which is the only Way I can think of far de- 
termining the Queſtion, it is impoſſible to tell what is of 
not a Grievance, or whether we have at all any Grievance 
to complain of. For my own Part, I do not think we have 
any Grievance but one to complain of, and that is, owrhav- 
ing a Set of Gentlemen amongſt us, who oppoſe. every Mea. 
ſure of Government, merely becauſe they had no Share 
in adviſing it, nor are like to have any Share in carrying it 
into Execution. This, I ſhall grant, is a'real Grievance 
but this Grievance we have been always plagued wich, and 
always, I fear, will, as long as we preſerve our Liberties; 
therefore I ſhall never think of having it redreſſed: I ful 
only recommend it to all thoſe who have now, or ſhall here 


| 
after have, the Honour of being Members of this Hooſe, ] 
to conſider ſeriouſly and impartially every Queſtion that come 
before them, and to- give their Vote upon that Side which t 
appears moſt ſuitable to the true Intereſt of their Conntry ; 
for if this Advice be followed upon the preſent Occafioh, 1 | 
make no Doubt of having the Concurrence of a' great Ma. 1 
jority of this Houſe, in agreeing with our Committee upon 1 
the Subject now under our Conſideration.” ee 
0 
Mr Carew ſpoke next: Jo 
” a. W I pi 
Whether I am ever miſled, or whether I may be er fo 
miſled by an Affection of Popularity, I ſhall not pretend to 
determine; but I muſt acknowledge, and T glory in the vr 
Acknowledgment of it, that I do affect Popularity 1 let 
covet the Eſteem and good Opinion of my Countrymen: cr 
I ſhall always covet it: And whatever Gentlemen may pre- pre 
tend, if they do not endeavour to be popular, it is bot be- Wl 
cauſe they deſpiſe it, but becauſe they find the Purfur it th 
confiltent with their Vanity, their Avarice, or Fothe on 
more ridiculous Paſſion. I am ſure,” an Affectation to be Fla 
Courtier may, and does much oftner, miffead Men, that 1 n 
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:nformed, and have had Time to conſider a Thing coolly.Aa. r5. Geo. IT 
— 1 7 8 


and ſeriouſly, we ſeldom find them judge amiſs ; and the 
Reaſon is, becauſe they have nothing in View but A 
lick Good, whereas a Court has ſeldom the publick I 
in View ſo much as ſome private Intereſt of its own. This 
Obſervation, which is founded in Reaſon, is confirmed by 
Experience; for through our whole Hiſtory we 'ſhall find, 
that where the Court and People have happened to be of 
different Opinions, the People have almoſt always been in 
the right. I do not however ſay, but the People may ſome- 
times be in the wrong : When their Paſſions are inflamed, 
or when they have not a proper Information, they may judge 
amiſs; and when this is the Caſe, it is the Duty of every 
Man who differs from them, to endeavour to ſet them right, 
and to maintain reſolutely that Opinion which he thinks 
moſt reaſonable ; but u ſuch Occaſions, a Man ought 
to examine and re-examine his own Opinion, and to take 

t Care that he is not miſled by ſome private Paſſion or 

iew of his own. 

© I with every Gentleman in this Houſe would follow this 
Method : If they did, we ſhould have no Conteſt, Sir, a- 
bout the Expediency of free and frequent Parliaments ; nor 
about the Truth of ſeveral Facts which ſome Gentlemen 
now ſeem to doubt af, or poſitively to deny. We ſhould all 
join in declaring Septennial Parliaments to be a Grievance 
for except the ſecond Parliament of King Charles IT. or ra- 
ther the firſt called by him, I do not know that ever any 
Parliament laſted fo long as ſeven Years, till the Septennial 
Bill took Place; and ſince that Time, I doubt if they have 
improved either in their Dignity or Uſe. We ſhould all join 
in declaring it to be a Grievance, to have any Member of 
this Houſe in Danger of loſing the belt Part of his Subſiſtence 
by voting according to his Conſcience ; and we ſhould all 
join in having ſuch a Suſpicion of the late Conduct of our 
pablick Afﬀairs, as ought to be deemed a ſufficient Ground 
for a ſtrict Inquiry. 

* In all theſe Things the People without Doors almoſt 
univerſally concur ; and if no Gentleman amongſt us was miſ- 
led by his Attachment to the Court, or to ſome private View 
or Paſſion of his own, I am perſuaded we ſhould here be 
pretty unanimous in the ſame\Opinion. We ſhould- like- 
viſe, in this Caſe, be unanimods;tiTbelieve; In our Opir.ion, 
that conſidering the great Number of Troops we have now 
on foot, we might ſafely ſpare to ſend 16,000 of them to 
tianders, withont calling over any Regiments from Jreland ; 
for ſurely it will not be ſaid, that thoſe Regiments, while 
tucy remain here, can be of any Service to the Queen of 
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the Pretender, is ſuch a threadbire Rr ent, that 1 
ſor e to Hear it again ſeriouſſy _ of in this Hy 
What the Hon. Genilemid fhid of the Retrefs of Otter 
may much more juſtly be 8 to the Fear of the Fyeteh⸗ 
der; for this Argument is never mide uſe of lately,” dit 
you may ſee 4 general Smile fpread itſelf ovit the Whils 
ouſe. Nay, in tht Cduntenance of &vety Gentleman why 
makes uſe öf it, you may ſte ſuch a Contraſt ws is 

obſerved in the Countenatice of a young Widow d 
Lofe of an old Huſband. She affecks a Sorrow, but 'T | 
of all ſhe can do, her e Joy breaks ſorth iti che Die 
ſition of ſome of her Features. I hope, All the Gendetins 
of this Houſe have a real Affection for our Royal 
Family ; but I wiſh, ſome of us Would thaw  ittle more 
Affection for the Liberties and Conftiturton bf bur Conttty ; 
for whoever betrays them to his Jealonſy or Fear of the he 
tender, does our preſent Royal Family more Harm by th 

Jealouſy, than he can ever do it gocd by his Affection. 
It would be ealy, Sir, to ſnetu the Inpoffibility, of it 
leaſt the Improbability of all the Inſurrectious and TnyHoty 
we have been terrified with in this Debate; bur it is {6 fel. 
evident, and has been ſo oſten and ſo fully explained" upon 
former Occaſions, that I d6 not think it worth my while ty 
enlarge upon the Subject. Therefore, I ſhall only obſeive 
in general, that by ſome Gentlemens Way of as | 
this Subject, they make a very bad Compliment to our pte. 
ſent Royal Family, or to thoſe Who have an Affechion for 
that Family; for by magnifying to ſuch a Dona Du- 
ger we ſhould be in from an Infurtection or ſudden Trafo 
in Favour of the Pretender, they muſt either ſuppoſe, that 
his Majeſty has no affectionate Subjects except uo are 
inliſted in his Army, or they muſt ſuppoſe, thar thoſe who 
are well affected towards our preſent oyal Family, have b 
little Courage, that they Gill neither tiſc their Lites ot 
their Fortungy for that Family, upon which, they chill, 
their Libertizs, Propeftiky and Religion depend. But hov- 
ever free thoſe Gentleme h out of the Abundance of theit 
Affection, may make witlt their King or theft Counttymes, 
I am far from having ſuch an Opinion of either. In 


perſuaded, his Majeſty has many loyal Subjects, beſides thoſ 


of his Army; who would be ready to ventare both — 
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Jiament, they would probably turtt theit Eyes to the Preten- 
der for Relief; and then if he ſhotld land in any Part of the 
Ifand, with half the Number of foreign Troops, his Army 
would incteafe like a Snowball ; a few Days Marth would 


make it too huge eg = for out thercetiary Army to 


oppoſe, and the more fo, uſe a great many of the com- 
mon Soldiers, I _ the Officets, world cer- 
tainly defert, and join the invading Enemy. I muſt there- 
fore thinle, that choſe Gentlemen who ate for ſecuting the 
People's Loyalty by a numerous mercenaty Army, ate ex- 
ally in the Cafe of a jealous Huſband, who, to ſecure his 


Wife's Chaſtity, locks her ap: She will certainly, ſome 


Time or other, get an Opportunity, and the firſt ſhe 
ſhe will certainly make the proper Uſe of, ſuch an Uſe as 
ſuch an Huſband deſerves. Sir, the Egli Padlock is cer- 
tainly the beſt: Clap the Padlock iel the Minds of the 
People : This can fo way be done bat by truſting to them - 
ſelves the Defence of their King and Cbuntry: Diſband 
therefore your Army, or the grexteſt Fart of that you have 
no Occaſion for abroad: Take all poſſible Methods to malte 
your People accuſtom themſelves to Arms and military Dif- 
cipline ; and then! y6u can be it no Danger from an Inſur- 
tection of a few diftffefted Perſons, nor from any Invaſion 
that can de made upon you, as long as you have a faperiot 
Force at Sea. 9 
For this Reaſon, Sir, I muſt be of Opinion, that the 
bringing theſe Regiments from elan and keeping them 
here, inflead of ting an Invaſion, will probably encou- 
rage our Enemies to make the Attempt; and inftead of de 
feating it when made, they will more probably contribute 
towards rendering it ſucceſsful. Gentlemen tell us, Sir, 
that our Army, modelled and commanded as it is at ar 
t. 
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can never be dangerous. ta. Liberty. Fer, Geh 
WIN they have it modelled. x ry gr FE 
not modelled and, commanded id the very fame Mayer 
LS Armies were that. have deſtrayed the 15 — of. other 
Cauntries ? Is it vat under the arbitrary Command of 21 
Prime Miniſter > Are ane be, des Comin 
arbitrary Diſpaſal l. Have not * 
Vears, that a blind Submiſſion to ay — Orders, © in.civil.as u 
as military Affairs, is the only Road to Preferment; the 
only Tenure by which they can expect to hold, thein Come 
miſſions? Is it poſſible to have an Army madelled, and cm- 
manded in a Method more dangerous. to Liberty > At the the. 
Revolution, I know, Sir, it was ſuppoſed, that — 
could be dangerous to Liberty, but an Army ke 
the Iſland, in Time of Peace, without, the Con ent. r Par- 
liament; * we have ſince, by Experience, been taught. 
otherwiſe : We now know, that the Officers of an Anmy, 
modelled as it is at preſent, may endanger. publick. Liberty 
by their own or their, Friends Votes in, this Houſe and. at, 
Elections, more than they can. do. by their Swords — the 
Field; and in this Way, we know, that an, Army of Brizzh. 
Subjects, even when employed upon the Continent, ar: keyt 
in any of our remote Dominions, may be of dangerous Con- 
ſequence to the Liberties. of their Country. My Hon. Friend 
was therefore in the right when he ſaid, that an Army of 
above 60,000 Men was inconſiſtent with the Conſtitution; 
for I ſhall always think ſo, as long as the Officers Com- 
miſſiong are all at the arbitrary Diſpoſal of a Prime We | 
niſter. 
What our Miniſters. intend to do with the, Troops nun 
ordered for Flanders, or what Encouragement they may hava 
for aging them thither, I do not know ; but if they hure 
good Reaſon to expect that our Troops will be joined by 
— Troops of ſome — States, I hope, theſe Rs: . 
giments that are to be brought from 1re/and, and as mau 
more as we. can poſſibly — will be ſent aſter the l. 
J ſhall not as yet pretend to find Fault with this Meaſum of 
ſending dur Troops abroad; but if it ſnould afterwards ap- 
pear, that we had no good Reaſon to boys for. being joined 
by any other Troops, beſides thoſe of the Queen of Hun- 
gary, nor any Reaſon to expect being able to form a Con- 
federacy in favour of that Princeſs, 51 ſhall then certainly 
coademn the Meaſure ; for ſurely we are not ſo mad as: to 
imagine, that we are able to ſupport the Pragmatick Sangim 
againſt all the powerful Princes.of the Empire, united wi ” 
France and Spain againſt it; and if we ſhould be obli 
to bring our Troops back without attempting any Thing 
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ſhall make a very poor Figure au the Byes of all Fps; Ab 1 0 Ces. In 
toy I am fate, WAI — reſtore but Teas. 
Character, bat oh the contrary, will fivle it ſtill lower, 'if 
poſſible, than our late* Palillanimity and perplexed Nego- 
tiations have dene, If We are Kill do do nothing but nego- 
tiste, we might have ſaved ouffelver the Expence of keeps 
ing in Pay ſuch a numerous Army or, at leaſt, we mig 
have kept our Money amongſt outſelves, by keepidg out 
Army at home. All the Powers of Europe know, that, ut 
we are Maſters of the Sen, and have always abundance of 
Tranſports ready at a Call, we can ſend an Army to the 
Continent Whenever we pleaſe 3 and therefore, if none of 
them be now inclined to join us, I am fare, our putti 
ourſelves to the Expence of ſending a large Body of Tr 
thithet, without ſome previous tho' ſecret Aſſurances; | will 
not alter their Inclinations, becauſe it will give them a very 
bad Opinion of our Conduct. 2 263 
« The Conſequence will therefore, I hope, ſhew, that our 
Miniſters had good Aſſurances from thoſe that ought to give 
them: In that Caſe," I hope, the Regiments propoſed to be 
brought from Tread will be fent after the reſt; but till 
they are ſent, or juſt ready to be ſent, I think we have no a 
Occaſion to transfer — ray the 1ri/b to the Briti/h Eſta- 
bliſhment ; for which Reaſon I muſt be againſt vin 
the Reſolution of our Committee N o ad 


Then the Queſtion being put for agreeing with the Reſo : The Reſolutions 
lutions of the Committee, it was reſoly'd'in the Affirmative, of the Commit. 
Ayes 280, Noes 169. kW. toy" het = whats 
Then the Call of the Houſe was adjourned for a Fort- ; 
night, and it was ordered, that no Member do go out of 
Town, without Leave. SHOES BI 227 514! 24. 08 

April zo. A Petition of the Manufacturers of Linnen in ore pedtiom 
the Town of Montroſe; alſo of Abrrbrothock, Brechin, Ber. relating to the 
vie, and Glaſgow, to the ſame Effect as that from Perth, was Linen Manufac- 
referred to the-ſame Committe. tury, | 

A Petition of Thomas Stephens, Agent for the People of petition from T. 
Georgia, ſetting forth, That, by Letters Patent, dated the Stephens, Agent 
gth of June, 1732, à large Tract of waſte Land was grant- for Georgia. 
ed to the Traſtees for eſtabliſhing the Colony; and that, in 
Purſuance thereof, large Sums have been granted by Parlia- 
ment, ſeveral private Contributions made, Nambers of Gen- 
temen have adventar'd on their own Expence, many in- 
duſtrious poor Perſons were ſent over by the Truſtees, to 
cultivate the Colony on their Scheme; and that the Failure 
of this Scheme, which has been found to be utterly imprac- 
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Alſo agsinſt the 8 K class of ſeveral Merchants of Fant 


Spaniſh Wine Bill in favour of the Importation of Ga ines, was 
2 ordered to lie on the Table. . 
| "Reſolved that an Addrais be preſented to. bis Majeby, fr 


Copies of the Petition of Thomas Stephens {who files him- 

ſelf Agent for the People of Georgia) to his Majeſty,. dated 

March 26, 1742. with the Anſwer of the Trades thaw, 
to be laid before the Houſe. 

| May 4. A Petition of the Linen Mavafafturery of the 

| teen aud Pill ws refered ta the Committee of the whole 
| Houſe on the Linen Trade. 

Likewiſe from | A Petition of the inſolvent Debtors in the. Coupty Gai 

znſglvcatDebtare. of Sap, was ordered to lis an che Table. | 
— — re d, a, bk i gu 

| _—_— 

The Spaniſh Then the oak precede fd 1 fo 

Wine Bill com- £4 on the Bill to impower Meſſrs Natha}l, 

— Oc. to import, from neutral Ports, a: Certain Quantigy. of 
Sanz Wines: Alter Debate, the ſaid Bill was committed, 
Ayes 63, Nees 62, v 

Eftimates of the May 6. Sir Vilkew Yange preſented, io the Houſe (bp-the 

Daniſh and Heſſi- an Account of the of the Den 


King's Command) 
gn Troops . -and Heres Troops paid by Great Britain, from the 2 
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© Heſſan Troops from the 26th. of December 


| ( 241 4) 1 
of March to the 2 5th of December. 1741 + Likewiſe an 


OL, wile an Eft 4p. 15-Geo- IL 
mate of the Charge of the Daa Troops from the 2bth c 748; 
December 1741, do the 3d of „ er and of the ==] 


f Dece 1741, to the 
25th of December. 1742: Likewile an Eſtimate of the 
Charge of the General and Staff. Officers for the Forces in 
Flanders for 17423 and alſo of the Officers inted to 
attend the Hoſpital of the Service of the Forces in Flanders, 
commencing the 20th of March 1741-2, and ending the 
24th of December 12424. 2 1 
A Bill for eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the Bank of Bill for borrow-- 
England, for advancing a certain Sum of Money towards ing 1,600,000 l. 
the Supply for * Year 1742, was read a firſt Time, and of the Bank 3 
ordered a e „ n 125 

May 7. A Bill to explain and amend an Act made in the Alſo a Bill re- 
13th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, intituled, Ax A for lating to Vaga- 
amending and enforcing the Laws relating to Rogues, Vaga- — a 
bonds, Se. was read 2 ürſt Time, ordered a-ſecond Read. . 
ing, and to be printed. 


An ingroſſed Bill for ſecuring to John Byrom, A. M. the Bill for encou- 
ſole Right of publiſhing his Art of Short Hand, was read raging Short . 
the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Sir Thomas Hand paſs'd. 
Drury. * 

Ordered a new Writ for a Burgeſs for Plympton, in the writ for Plymp- 
Room of Thomas Clutterbuck, Eſq; made Treaſurer of his ton. 
Majeſty's Navy. © 

May 10. A Bill to indemnify Perſons, who have omitted Bill paga for 
to qualify themſelves for Offices, &c.: was read the third qualifying Offi- 
Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Carew. ders. 

Upon a Motion by Mr Hayward, ſeconded by Lord Gage, 

Cc. a Bill was ordered in for the more effectual preventing Bill to prevent 
any Cloth, or woollen Goods, remaining upon the Rack or ſtealing Cloth off 
Tenters, or any Wool left out to dry, from being ſtolen, 8898 

taken away in the Night Time. 

A Motion being made by Mr Fazakerley, ſeconded. by Mr Bill for qualify- 
Carew, Sc. that Leave be given to bring in a Bill for the ing Juſtices of 
further Qualification of Juſtices, of the Peace, the ſame was **<* 
_ in accordingly. | 

11. A Bill to revive the Acts, For explaining, amen- pill for ne 

ding, and rendering the Laws more effeRual, for puniſhing ing — 
ſuch Perſons as ſhall wilſully and maliciouſly pull down or nuing ſeveral | 
deſtroy Turnpikes for repairing Highways; or Locks, * 
other Works, erectecdd by Authority of Parliament, for 
making Rivers navigable, and for other Purpoſes therein 
mentioned: And alſo to continue ſeveral Laws, for granting 

Vol XIII. 11 | 


i? He was fo appointed on the Refgvation of Mr Speaker, and was re 
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8 ( 42 ) | 

An. 15. Geo. 11. Libetty to carry Rice from his Maj Province of Cary 

1?42: , lina in America, directly to any Part of Europe Southward'sf 

— Cape Hiiſterrr, in Ships built in, and belonging to G 

Britain, and navigated according to Law, and” to extend 

that Liberty to his Majeſty's Province of Grorgia in Amy. 

rica: For preventing Frauds in the Cuſtoms, and to prevent 

the clandeſtine running of Goods: And for making Copper 

| ; Ore of the Brit Plantations, an enumerated © | 

1 was read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading: 
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Account of all Then it was ordered that the Truſtees for the Colony of 
the Proceedings Georgia do lay before the Houſe, all Reſolutions, which 
2 — —_— have at any Time agreed upon, concerning the Tenure 
dere o of Land in the ſaid Colony: Alſo a Petition for Negroes 
from ſome of the Inhabitants, in the Year 1735: And a 
Remonſtrance from the Inhabitants thereof to the ſaid Tru- 
ſees, in the Year 1740. | * 57 ee IGOR 
Petitions com- May 12. A Petition of ſeveral Soap-Makers of "Exeter, 
plaining of the repreſenting, That, notwithſtanding the Care of thoſe em- 
—_—_ = ployed in ſecuring the Duties on Soap, the Laws 
enacted are not ſufficient to prevent great Frauds daily com- 
* mitted by Soap- Makers, whereby the Crown is deprived of a 
conſiderable Part of the ſaid Duties, and the fair Trader is 
greatly injured ; and propoſing, that an Impreſſion be made 
with a Stamp upon every Piece of Soap, that is weighed, 
and charged with the Duty; and that thoſe who ſhall expoſe 
any Cake of Soap to Sale, not having ſuch Impreſſion there- 
on, ſhall forfeit as the Parliament ſhall think fit, was order- 
ed to lie on the Table. | | 
Bill for borrow- A Bill for eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the Bank of 
ing 1,600,000 1. England, for advancing 1,600,000 / towards the Supply for 
of the Bank, the Year 1742, was read the third Time, paſs'd, and ent 
Re to the Lords by Mr Francis Fane. 0 e 
May 13. A Petition of ſeveral Merchants of Great Tar- 
mouth, in Norfolk, againſt the Bill in favour of the Impor- 
tation of Spaniſh Wines, was ordered to lie on the Fable. 
Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Supply 
the following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by the 
Houſe, wiz. | . * 
Reſolutions of I. That 47, 273 J. 96. 5 1 d. be defrayi 
= Committee Charge of jd 3 to be paid to the rag 05 the 
— dak for King of Denmark; being 1194 Horſe, and 5692 Foot, w. 
Ving the Fo- . p , , 
veign Forres in gether with the General Officers, in the Pay of Great Þri- 
Britiſh Pay, Farr, from the 25th of March to the 25th of December, 
1741. | : 
II That 51,072 J. 45s. 2 + d. be granted for defraying 
the Charge of the Dani/h Troops, from the 26th of De- 


cember 1741, to the 3d of March 1741-2, together — 
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243 ) : 
the Proportion of the Subſidy - due for. the ſaid Time, and An. 15. Geo. IT, 
alſo for 42 Days Pay, and Waggon-Money for their Return %. 
home, purſuant to Treaty, , _ p<” 
III. 33,309 4. 7 5. be granted for defraying the 


. a CTY 
*Y ce 4 * 


Charge of what remains to be paid to the Troo 
King of Sueden, as Landgrave of - Heſſe cal. bei 
1264 Horſe, and 4908 Foot, together with the General Of- 
ficers and Train of Artillery, in the * of Great Britain, 
from the 25th of March to the 25th of December 1741. 
IV. That 161,607 J. 17 5. 1 x d. be granted for defray- 
ing the Charge of the ſaid Heſfan Troops, from the 26th 
of December 1741, to the 25th of December 1742, toge- 
ther with the Subſidy for the ſaid Time, , purſuant to Trea- 


ty. | 
R V. That 25,731 J. 6 5. 8 d. be granted for defraying the 
Charge of the General and Staff Officers, appointed to at- 1121 
tend the Forces in Flanders, with the Contingencies for the, fbr the Bri- 
other Service, for 1742. 42 da Fore i > 
VI. That 1365 J. be granted, for defraying the Expence Flanders; 
of the Hoſpital, for the Service of the ſaid Forces for 1742. 0 a 
VII. That 20,000 4 be granted towards enabling the Alſo 20, 001. 
Commiſſioners for building a Bridge croſs the Thames, from for Weftminfer 
IW:iflminfler to the oppoſite Shore in Surrey, to finiſh the ſaid Bridge. 
4 | 


ge. ; | 
The Lord Limerick made a Report from the Committee, gn "OR 
of Secrecy, which he read in his Place, and afterwards de- $20 om en 
livered in at the Table. tee preſented, 
Then a Motion being made by his Lordſhip, and ſecond- 
ed by Sir John St Aubin, that Leave be given to bring in a 
Bill, for indemnifying ſuch Perſons, as ſhall, upon Examina- A Bill order'd in 
tion, make Diſcoveries touching the Diſpoſition of publick for indemnifying 
Money, or concerning the Diſpoſition of Offices, or any N 
Payments or Agreements in reſpect thereof, or concerning Orford. 
other Matters, relating to the Conduct of Robert Earl of 
Orford. After Debate, a Bill was order'd in accordingly, 
on a Diviſion, Ayes 251, Noes 228. 
The Report, with the Appendix, from the ſaid Committee 
was alſo ordered to be printed “. 


Then it was farther reſolved, that the Call of the Houſe 


be adjourn'd for a Fortnight, Ayes 231, Noes 221. 


May 14. On a Motion made by Mr Carew, a Bill was A Bin to 
order'd in, more effectually to prevent Perſons from aſſiſting the Eſcape of Pri- 
Priſogers to eſcape, or to attempt to eſcape, from their ſoners order'd ig. 
Confinement. This was brought in the next Day, read a 
brit Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

May 15. A Bill for the more effectual preventing any 

1742, I 38 Cloth, 

+ This the Reader will find at large in the Appendix to this Volume. 


RI „ % FOO 
A (2 68s. 11. Cieth, or woollen Goods, remaitiug poll the” Rat 
or Tenters, or any Wool left out to dry, from being floley 
CL oe .oke away in the Night Time, was read "4 ie ne 
and ordered a ſecond 3 and to be : = iy to; < 
. On a Motion made by Mr Philips, ard ſeconded by Mr 
2 Poroney, a Bill was ordered in for the more effect ua! * 
ing of Perſons, who ſhall unlawfully and malicioufly kill, 
deſtroy, or ſteal any Fiſh kept in Ponds or Stews, and alfo 
Perſons, who ſhall wilfully or maliciouſly pull down or de- 
ſtroy the Pales or Walls of any Park or Paddock. © 
A Petition of Teveral Sope-makers of Launcefton, to the 
ſame Effect as that from Exeter [See p. 242.) was ordered to 
lie on the Table. , "> 
Mr Bell order'd The Lord Limerick having reported from the Committee 
into Cuſtody for of Secrecy, that Mr Jeſepb Bell“ having been examined by 


refuſingto anſwer the ſaid Committee, refuſed to anſwer to what had been de- 


Committee, 


at Arms: On a Divifion, Ayes 117. Noes 110. | 

Bill relating to Tuben the Bill for indemnifying ſuch Perſons, as ſhall, upon 
the Earl of Or- Examination, make Diſcoveries touching the Diſpoſition of 
_ order'd a publick Money, or concerning the Diſpoſition of Offices, or 
——— any Payments or Agreements in reſpect thereof, or concem- 
ing other Matters, relating to the Conduct of Robert Earl of 


Orford was read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Read- 


Proceedings on Then the Houſe reſolved itſelf into a Committee of the 
the Officers Bill, whole Houſe, on the Bill to exclude certain Officers from 
being Members of the Houſe of Commons; and rejected the 
Clauſe for excluding all Officers of the Army under the 
Rank of a Lieutenant Colonel: On a Diviſion : Ayes 146, 
h Noes 113. XA | 
Petitions againſt May 17. A Petition of ſeyeral Soap-Makers of Taviſtock, 
Frauds of Soap- and of Taunton, to the ſame Effect as thoſe from Launceſton 
makers. and Exeter, were ordered to lie Wr Table. oY 
b A Bill to impower the Juſtices of the Peace of a Liberty, 
— to or Corporation, to commit Offenders to the Houſe of Cor- 
rection; rection of the County, Riding, or Diviſion, in which ſuch 
Liberty or Corporation is ſituate, was read the third Time, 

paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Wilkinſon. | 
Another for ſe- A Bill for the better protecting and ſearing (6 Trade and 
curing Trade and Navigation of this Kingdom in Times of War, was read 
| — 22 the third Time, and pals'd, and ſent to the Lords by Sir 
bf Rebert Godſchall f. | * 15 


* Comptroller of the Poſt- Office. | 
. + See a Copy of the ſaid Bill, and the Debate thereupon in the Houſe 
of Lords, where it was rejected, in TimBERLAND's Hiſtory, Vol, VIII. 


p- 113. 


manded of him, he was ordered into Cuſtody of the Serjeant 
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immediately teſolvs itſelf into a Cbmmittee of the 
Houſe upon the ſaid Bill, which was carried in the committedz 
tire, Ayes 233, - Noes 221 and the Committee went 
through the Bill, and reported it with ſeveral Amendment. = 

May 19. A Bill for indemnifymg Perſons, who ſhall, upon -- a 
Examination, make Diſeoveries, c. relating to the urn 
of Robert Earl of Orford, was tead the chird Time, and And paſi'd. 
pz{s'd : On a Diviſion; Ayes 214, Noes 186; and ſent to 
i ke the e alin ouniſhing loch Perſons . 

A Bill, for the more | 
25 ſhall unlawfully and malicioufly kill; deftroy, or foal the lr of 
any Fiſh kept in Ponds ot Stews,” and alſo Perſons, who Fiſh order de 
ſhall wilfully and maliciouſly pull down or deſtroy the Pales d Reading, 
or Walls of any Park or Paddock ; was read a firſt Time, 
and ordered a ſecond Reading. CR RA 

A Bill, more effectually to prevent Perſons from aſſiſting Bill paſs'dto pre- 
Priſoners to eſcape from ' their Confinement, was read the vent Priſoners 
third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Carew. e ſcaping. 

Mr Pu/tenty reported from the Committee of the whole 
Houſe, the Bill to. exclude certain Officers from being Mem- 
bers of the Houſe of Commons; and it was reſolv'd that 
the faid Bill ſhould not take Place till after the Expiration 
of this Parliament: On a Diviſion, Ayes 152, Noes 75. | 

Ordered an Account of the Amount of the Duties paid Amount of Du- 
on Cambricks, from. Chriftares 1727-to Chrifimas 1940, in- Cam 
clufive ; alſo of the Amount of the Drawbacks paid on Cant iin: 
— exported, during the ſaid Time, to be laid before 
the Houſe. £57304) 12 LS. TE 

May o. A Petition of ſeveral Soap-makers of Totneſe, More Petitions 
to the ſame Effet as thoſe from Exeter, was ordered to *clating to Soaps 
lie on the Table. | 

A Motion being made by Mr P3i/lips, and ſeconded by ny for Relief 
Mr Carew, to bring in a Bill for remedying ſome Deſecto the es 
in the Act made in the 43d Year of the Reign of Queen in. 
Elizabeth, intituled, An Ad for the Relief of the Poor ; the 
lame was granted accordingly, and thoſe two Gentlemen, 
wth Mr Bramflon, Mr Winford, the Lord Chetwyand, the 
Lord Percival, and Mr Legb Mafter, were ordered to bring 
n the ſame. 

| Sir 


k 4 2460 
An; — Jahn Hind Gatton- having ampaned. How — 
wan mittee of the whole Houſe, the Bilk or | = 
and ſtating the publick Accqunts , of: che 
Lame, with the Amendments, N e 
Proceedings on Then it was reſolved, that the Num 
e Bill for ſtate for taking, examining and ſtating the. ſai 4 de ſeyen, 
ing the publick to be choſen by Ballot. It was alſo reſolved, N LOOK 
I _ "fan ſhall be a Commiſſioner, who hath 3 Goda Sat 
vbdbr is accountable to his Majeſty ; but that 
oy ; | may be Members of. the Hou. de 
Addreſs for 11 Upon a Motion of Lord Limerick's, by DireQian "A, the 
Pavers rele- Committee of Secrecy, the Houſe reſolved to preſent 
the Pape an 
ing to the Con- Addreſs to bis Majeſty, for all. the Powers, Inſtructions, 
vention with Memorials, Letters and Papers, relating to the Convention * 
Spain. between Great Britain and Spain, concluded at the Par, 
January 14, 1739, N. S. as allo all Memorials, Letten and 
Papers, relating to the ſaid Convention, ſinee the 5 


thereof, till the Declaration of the War with Spain : 
| - Diviſion, Ayes 202, Noes 182. 
Bill to exclude May 21. A Bill to exclude certain Officers from [2M 
Officers ; Members of the. Houſe of Commons, was read the third 
Time, paſs'd, and ordered to be ſeat to the Lords by Mr 
Pulteney. 
May 24. Notice being taken * Members, that he 
- faid Bill had not been carried up to their Lordſhips, Mr 
Sande was ſent with the ſame, 
And another re. Then à Bill for preventing the counterfeiting of Gold 
lating to Gola and Silver, Lace, and for ſettling and adjuſting the Propor 
and Silver Lace, tions of fine Silver and Silk, and for the better. makin ** 
paſs d. Gold and Silver Thread, was read the third Time, pals'd, 
and ſent to the Lords by Sir Nobert Gedſchall, 
The Bill for re- A Bill for the more eaſy Recovery of ſmall Debts was 
covery. of {mall read a ſecond Time. A Motion being made, and the Que- 
Debts ; tion put, that the Bill be committed, it paſſed in the * 
gative: On a Diviſion, Ayes 97, Noes 111. | 
May 25. A Bill for Relief of inſolvent Debtors, was read 
ache th, third Time; and an Amendment made thereto';, 28 
vent Debtors, Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, that the Bill do 
drop d. paſs, it paſled in the Negative : Ayes 79, Noes 87. 
The ſame Day Mr Hooper reported from the Committee 
of the whole Houſe, on the Petition of the Merchants of La- 
den, and other Dealers in the Manufactures of Linens made 
Reſolutions re- in Great Britain and 1reland, the Reſolutions of the fad 


lating to the Committee, which are as follows : 


| —_ I. That it is their Opinion, that the ManufaRtures of 
Linens made in Great Britain and Ireland, are greatly af 
pros 


* See the Debate upon this Subject, Anno 1739. 


FER 


49) 
proved, whereby: the \Price of Linens," as well of Foreign Gs. 28. Geo. 1k 
ro At oy reboot ug 
II. That the further Rrteution of the nid: Manufacture 
of Linens will be 2 great Advantage to the ſaid Kingdoms; 
III. That the prootivg a Bounty upon the — 
of all Britiſb and Ii Linen: Fs Os —— be 
a Means of extending the ſaid Manufacture. 
IV. That an Allowance of One Penby: per Yard, upon © 
all Satis and 7% Linens of the Valoe: of Twelve Fete 


Purpoſe. we x F+ 
; V. That the ſaid Bounty be paid by an additional Duty 
4 WH t be laid upon fore iga Cambricks imported into Great 


141 © 9g » : 2 * 
— * nw ©. 


T 


[ B itain. . w-owh bo 1 5» 
＋ The above Reſolutions of the Committee, being agreed © © 
121 to by the Houſe, were referred to the Committee of Supply). 


Then the Order for taking into Conſideration the Report ; : 
Si relating to the Bill to impower certain Merchants to im . 
n a port ing Spaniſh 

| Spaniſh Wines from Neutral Ports, Was poſtpon d fine die; Wines poſt= 

. by which that Affair was quite drop d. _ - pon'd, 

* May 26. A Petition of the ſeveral Sope · makers of Bridg-. 

'Mr water, to the ſame Effect as thoſe | of Exeter, was or- 

2 dered to lie on the Table. 23 9% 1 
te A Bill for the farther Qualification of Juſtices of. the Peace, Bill to qualify 
* 


was read the firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading, and Juſtices, order d 
to be printed. 


' a 2d Reading. 

Then Mr Coke reported from the-Committee, appointed 

to examine the Lifts of the Names of ſeven Perſons, to be 
Commiſſioners for taking, examining, and ſtating the Names of ſ. 
$1 ick Accounts, that the -Majority had fallen apa the => — 
5 d, Charles Hamilton, Eſq; Edward Hooper, Eſq; Sir William 4 the 
4 Middleton, Bart. George Grewville,” Eſq; Sir Richard, Cor- Type by Rl. 
Joe- belt, Bart. James Weſt, Eſq; and Jobn Bance, Eſq; * 
A Motion being made by Lord Hil{borough and ſeconded A Committee 


* by Lord Barrington, for appointing a Committee to ſearch arpointed to 
— the Journals of the Houſe of Lords, as to what Proceedings — — — 
. are therein, with Relation to the Bill, intituled, An 42 for — 4 
* indemnifying ſuch Perſons, as ſhall, upon Examinatian, make Proceedings on 
| Diſerveries, touching the Diſpoſition of publick Money, or the Bill for in- 
* concerning the Diſpeſition of Offices, or any Payments or Agree- — 1 
2 3 — 
E * The Numbers upon the Ballot ſtood thus : ; 

| Hon, Charles Hamilton 241] Edward Hooper, Eſq; 238 
1 dir William Middleton 237 | George Grenville, Eſq 236 
s of dir Richard Corbett 235 | John Bance, Eſq; 232 
5 Weſt, — 235 | John Phillips, Eiq; 229 
— ward Thompſon, Eſq; 231 | John Pitt, Eſq; 228 
Welbore Ellis, Eſq; 231 | Sir Charles Mordaunt 225 

Thomas Fonnereau, Eſq; 231 | Hon. John Steuart 220 


120 


742 to the Conduct of R 12 of Nad. 
—— rpms to the Houſe, the fame was agreed to: 
1 
poin 


viſion, Ayes 164, Noes 159 : And a Committee was 


ted accordingly. . | 6 2 * $1 
Tbe next Day the Lord Hi//Gorough having made 1 Re. 
port from the ſaid. Committee, a Motion was made by Lund 
Lord Strange"s Sergnge ', ſeconded by Lord Quarenden +, Ther the Land 
Motion to rie, refuſing to concur-with the Commons of Greer Baia in 
rejecking that an. Indemnification: neceſſary to the effectual catrying on 
Bill is an Ob- the Inquiry now depending in Parliament, is an i 
ſtruction to pub- to Juſtice, and may prove fatal to the Liberties: of this Na. 
ck Juſtice. tion: This occaſion'd a-warm Debate, in which Lord #ilj+ 
bac thereon, Gorogh ſpoke as follows 2 . 


i.. 


Ld Hillsborough, 


cople uſtice 
- quires, that the Conduct of ſuch a Miniſter d be 
may be condi i 
if guilty, or his Character cleared from Suſpicion if i 
cent: And when in the Courſe of that Inquiry it 
that he has been ſo cunning as to prevent its being 
to carry it on with Effect by the Laws in being, 
Laus ought to be made as may appear neceſſary for attain- 
ing that End. That there is a general Suſpicion againſt our 
late Miniſter, T believe, no Man can be ig who has 
ever been in any Coffee-Houſe, or other Face. of publick 
Reſort, frequented by thoſe who dare avow the Sentiments 
of their Heart; and from the Fate of the Bill which, we 
now find, has been rejected by the other Houſe, I am con- 
. vinc'd, that thoſe Suſpicions are well grounded ; for it is 
impoſſible to ſuppoſe, that ſuch a Bill would have met with 
ſuch an Oppoſition in this Houſe, or fuch a Fate in the 
other, if the Conduct of our late Miniſter had been blame- 
leis. ä | | 
As the Nature and the Neceſſity of that Bill were fully 
explained, and made evident to a Majority of this Houſe in 
the Debates that happened upon it here, I have no Occaſion 
to repeat what was ſaid upon either. The Bill was ſhewn 
to be of ſuch a Nature as could do no Prejudice to any in- 
nocent Man ; and it was demonſtrated, to a Majority at 
leaſt of this Houſe, that without ſuch a Bill's being paſſed 
into a Law, it would be impoffible for our Secret Committee 


to make any Diſcovery, even of thoſe Crimes, which * 


„ Eldeft Son of the Earl of Derby. 
+ Eldeſt Son of the Earl of Lichfield, 


. 5 H or 
tt "> _—_ 
g . 
63 7 
_ _ 


— — 


* 


iii 


renn 


* 


1249 


the Obllinacy of ſome, 


there is too good u Ground for (i 7 to have 


itted. It is therefore evident, that by this Bill's being 


obſtructed, and the People for this Seſſion at leaft di 
of that Juſtice they bad a Right to expect from Parliament. 
Bat this is not all: The ing of this Bill will be at 
tended with Conſequences, which in à twofold Reſpe& muſt 
be dangerous to our Conſtitution. It will make the People 
begin to deſpiſe Parliaments, and deſpair of ever ' meeting 
with any Relief — _— it will make all fature Mi- 
niſters more daring ir Attempts to overturn the Free- 
dom and Independency of Parliament. If any Miniſter 
ſhould ever ſucceed in ſuch an Attempt,” the People would 
certainly, in a very ſhort Time, have Reaſon to hate Par- 
liaments : Nay, they would probably join with the Prince in 
laying them ' intirely afide ; for an abſolute Government, 
without any Form of Liberty, is certainly better and more 
tolerable than a Government ſupported by an Aſſembly of 
Men, who, under Pretence of being Guardians of 
publick Liberty, take every Opportanity to betray it, and 
ſerve for nothing but that of making the Government more 
expenſive, and the Prince more arbitrary. | . 
We have, tis true, in this Seſſion made ſome Steps to- 
wards preventing this fatal Conſequence: Our having eſta- 
bliſhed a Secret Committee ; our having named of that Com- 
mittee a Set of Gentlemen, moſt of whom were generally 
approved of by the People; and our having paſſed the In- 
demnifying Bill for rendering their Inquiry effeRual, are 
Proofs that we were in Earneſt : But I wiſh our Endeavours 
had been more _ and ſpeedy ; for conſidering that we 
might have eafily foreſeen and prevented what has now come 
to paſs, I am id, leſt the People ſhould ſuſpe@ the Inte- 
grity of our Intentions. They may perhaps imagine, that 
we knew our Inquiry would be ineffectual, without an In- 
demnifying Bill for encouraging Accomplices to become In- 
formers ; and that we delayed the bringing in and paſſi 
that Bill, till after we had paſſed the Mutiny Bill, an 
granted all the Supplies, that it might be ſafely rejected by 
the other Houſe. Such a Suppoſition may at this Time be 
the more probably made, becauſe it is well known, that ſome 
Bills have been lately paſſed in this Houſe without Oppoſiti- 
on, and, perhaps, with the Concurrence of ſome who were, 
m their Hearts, againſt the Bill, for no other Reaſon, but 
becauſe they were ſure of the Bill's being rejected by the 
other Houſe. | / 
Vor. XIII. K k | "HY 
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— —— + for ſuch Suſpicions; but they are ſuch bates entertai 


and they are ſuch as we ought in Duty to ourſelves, and for 
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8 | 
the Sake of the Character of this Houſe, to endeavour 
to prevent. In this Sefſion we cannot, I think, take 85 
other Method for preventing it, than n pe 
our Sentiments of the Bill's being rejected by the other 
Houſe ; and therefore I have prepared a Motion, in which 
I cannot doubt of having the Concurrence of the Hole. 
| I know I am not to expect the Concurrence of thoſe who 
declared againſt the Bill, even when it was paſling thus 
this Houſe ; but as it was in every Step carried by a Mae 
ty, and as every Gentleman, who was a real and fincere 
Friend to the Bill muſt be of Opinion, that the rejecting of 
it is an Obſtruction to Juſtice, and of the moſt dangerous 
Conſequence to our Liberties, I ſhall, and I ik | nw 
with Hopes of Succeſs, move you to reſolve, That the 
Lords refuſing to concur with the Commons of Great Bri- 
tain, in an Indemnification neceſſary to the effectual carry- 
ing on the Inquiry now depending in Parliament, is an Ob 
ſtruction to Juſtice, and may prove fatal to the Liberties of 
this Nation.” | 100 3 


+ Mr Sandys. _ Sandys ſpoke to the following Effect: 
| x , 

© I hope no Man doubts of my Inclination, or my Since- 
rity, in carrying on the Inquiry that has been ſet on Foot, 
or in being a Friend to any Thing that has been propoſed for 
rendering it effectual; and yet I cannot agree with the 
Noble Lord in the Motion he has been pleaſed to make to 
you, becauſe I think it has a very different Tendency: In 
my Opinion, it would bring on an immediate Diffolution of 
our preſent Form of Government; for after our agreeing to 
ſuch a Motion, I ſhould expect, that the next Motion 525 
be, to vote the other Houle uſtleſs, and that it ought- 
fore to be laid aſide. I diſapprove, as much as any Man 
can do of the Conduct of the other Houſe, in rejetting the 
Indemnifying Bill we ſent up to them, becauſe I thought ſuch 
a Bill neceſſary for obtaining Juſtice to a Nation that has, 
in my Opinion, been greatly injured ; but tho I diſapprove 
of the Conduct of the other Houſe in this Particular, I do 
not for that Reaſon think it ought to be laid aſide, or that 
we have any Right to paſs a Cenſure upon it. The Lords 
are generally called the Upper Houſe of Parliament, and 
tho“ it is not from thence to be inferred, that they are ſu: 
penor to us, yet it muſt: be allowed, that ener quite in · 
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But ſuppoſe, Sir, we ſhould agret to cenſure the other 
Houſe for what they have done, without puſhing our Re- 


ſelves than it could do to them, becauſe it would bring us 
into Contempt. Thoſe who have no Power to puniſh, ſhould 
always abſtain from cenſuring, becauſe it makes their Want 
of Power be taken Notice of; and as ſoon as their Want of 
rr 
come ridiculous, We t not therefore to agree to this 


rA ee 


now pretend to ; 
and if we had, the Conſequence of that Proceediog can be 
no great Encouragement for praQtifing it a ſecond Time; 
for that very Army which enabled the Commons to tutn the 
Lords out of Doors, afterwards aſſiſted their General in 
turning the Commons out of Doors, and ſupported him in 
the Exerciſe of a moſt arbitrary and tyrannical Power over 
theſe three Kingdoms during all the Days of his Life. 
The Fate of theſe Kin at that Time, Sir, ſhould 
be a Warning to lateſt Poſterity, to beware of attempt- 
ing any Thing that may tend to introduce Confuſion, | 
overturning a regular and well eſtabliſhed Government, 
which, in all Appearance, would be the Conſequence of 
this Motion's being agreed to, even ſuppoſe we ſhould pro- 
ceed no farther ; for after our having paſſed ſuch a ſevere 
Cenſure upon the other Houſe, it would be inconſiſtent 
with their Honour to have any Correſpondence with us, or 
to receive any Meſſage, or any Bill from this Houſe of Com- 
+ mons, This would lay his Majeſty under a Neceſlity of 
diſſolving the preſent Parliament; and if a new Houſe of 
Commons ſhould be choſen of the ſame Complexion, they 
would probably revive the Cenſure of their Predeceſſors, 
which would bring his Majeſty unde: the Neceſſity of gover- 
ning without a | 4 442 A Neceſſity which would, I am 


> 


ſure, be moſt diſagreeable to him, and a Neceſſity which might 
be of fatal Conſequence to the Nation, becaule it would pro- 
bably be attended with a Civil War. | 
* Theſe Conſequences, I think, Sir, are moſt juſtly to 
be apprehended from our agreeing to this Motion ; and if 
K 2 any 
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A4. 18. Ces. II. any ſuch Conſequence ſhould enſde, Would it not put zn Bia 
v.74: toll abe Inquiries, either in this or any fatate 
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"Seſſion of Pafliament? Our Committee may not, perlidjy, 
be able to make ſuch ample Diſcoveries as they might have 
made, had this Bill been paſſed into a Law ; but none of 
them have as yet ſaid, they can 95 N no N The 
_ contrary might, perhaps, be made appear ; and they 

in this Sefſion DE? = 


ſuch farther Diſcoveries as may induce 
the other Houſe to agree to a new Bill, of much the fame 
Purport with that they have now rejected. But ſuppoſe this 
- ſhould not be the Caſe: Suppoſe no material or full Diſcs. 
very ſhould be made during this Sefſion : The Inquiry may 
be revived, and a new Secret Committee appointed, as fooh as 
we meet in the next Seſſion : The ſame Bill may then be rey. 
ved, and ſent up to the other Houſe at x Time when it would 
be dangerous for them to diſagree to it; or a new Bill may 
be contrived, which, in my Opinion, would be the beſt Me- 
thod ; and as we now know the Objections they made to our 
former, we may form our new Bill in ſuch a Manner as to 
Shrine all thats Ohmoiogs, Ot Of 
For theſe Reaſons, Sir, I cannot join in aſſerting expreſs 
ly, that our late Bill's being rejected is an Obſtruction to Ju- 
ſtice; becauſe Iam not ſure of our being quite unable to come 
at Juſtice without that Bill, and becauſe if we do not come 
at it in this Seſſion, we may in the next; but ſhould this Mo- 
tion be agreed to, I am ſure, we can never come at Juftice 
in a Parliamentary Method, either in this Seſſion or the next, 
nor, perhaps, in any future. It would, in my Opinion, an- 
avoidably produce a Civil War ; and this ſurely is an Event 
which ought at all Times to be moſt cautiouſly guarded a. 
ainſt, but eſpecially in the preſent Conjuncture, when the 
rade and Navigation of this Iſland is in Danger of being 
deſtroyed by one Power, and the Liberties of Europe by ano- 
ther; and theſe by their Situation, Genius, and Intereſt, the 
two moſt conſtant and dangerous Enemies this Nation has in 
the World. bp nds: 
I am therefore convinced, that if the two noble Lord 
who made and ſeconded this Motion, had read and been well 
acquainted with the Hiſtory and Conſtitution of their Coun- 
try, they would not have offered ſuch a Motion to your Cot- 
ſideration. Can they ſay, they have ſtudied our Journals 
with that Attention which is neceſſary for forming a com- 
pleat Idea of all the Conſequences that may enſue from 
ſuch a Motion? From their Youth it is hardly poſlible 
to ſuppoſe they have; and from their known Attach- 
ment to the Liberties and Conſtitution of their Country 


it is evident they have not; for no one that knows then 
can 
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can ſuſpect them df any evil Intention. I therefore 
when they have conſidered what I have ſaid, and what 
be ſaid by other Gentlemen in the Debate, that they 
drop their Motion; for tho“ I am convinced, it can meet 
wich no Succeſs, yet the Appearance of it upon our 
Journals may produce ſome of the bad Effects I have menti- 
oned ; and theſe, 'I hope, when they are appriſed of them, 


Sir, . +4 vs, i FTC/ 
] would not have my old Friend, now over againſt me, 
tho formerly he uſed to be of the ſame Side with me. I ſay 
I would not have him, nor ſome other Gentlemen in the 
Houſe, imagine, that no Man doubts of their Sincerity in the 
effectual Proſecution of the Inquiry we have ſet on foot; 
for I can aſſure them, there are many without Doors who 
now begin to doubt of it ; but if a Negative ſhould be put 
upon this Motion, thoſe Doubts will be at an End : Moſt 
Men will then be convinced, not of their Sincerity, but of 
their Want of it; and therefore, if thoſe Gentlemen have 
any Regard for what is ſaid or thought of them, they will 
not allow themſeves to be frighted by chimerical Dangers, 
from vindicating their own Characters, as well as the Cha- 
rafter of this Houſe, from thoſe Aſperſions that will certainly 
ſpring up from the bad Succeſs of our Inquiry occaſioned by 
the rejecting of our Bill. | 

* It is well known, Sir, without Doors as well as within, 
that a new Miniſter generally endeavours to caſt a Slur upon 
the Adminiſtration of an old one; in order to add a Luſtre 
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the to his own, and to'gain a little Applauſe at the Begitining of 
ing his Reign ; but he always takes Care to prevent the former's 
50. meeting with condign Puniſhment, leſt he ſhould thereby pre- 
the WE pare a Rod for his own Back ; for it is ten to one but in few 


Years he may deſerve Puniſhment as much as his Predeceſſor. 
It is likewiſe well known without Doors as well as within, 
by whoſe Eloquence and Advice our Bill was rejected in the 
other Houſe ; and conſidering their Intimacy and Connection 
with ſome Gentlemen in this, who appeared to be ſtrenuous 
Advocates for the Bill, People already begin to ſuſpect that 
he latter bad ſome Sort of Foreknowledge of the Fate of the 
Bill, which gave them an Opportunity of gaining a little Po- 
pularity by declaring for a Bill which they were in their 
Hearts againſt; becauſe if it had been paſſed into a Law, they 
rere afraid, it would have brought to Light ſuch a Scene 
f Iniquity, as would have put it out of their Power to pre- 
ent the Criminal's meeting with condign Puniſhment. Such 
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Sir Jobe Hind Cotton ſpoke as follows: | +. ] Sir John Hind 


33 | | ( #54 ) „ „ 
An. 15. Geo. H. 4 Sufpicion, I ſay, has already ariſen; and if by Mean o 


thoſe Gentlemen this Motion ſtould meet with the fans 
Pate in this Houſe, as our Bill met with in che other, that $ 
ſpicion will be confirmed. ' + ++ v/ - 

I am ſurpriſed, Sir, to hear Gentlemen ſay, that if th 
Motion ſhould be agreed to, they ſhould expect its being 
followed by another Motion for voting the Houſe of Lock 
uſeleſs. Surely, T:may tell a Man he has done wrong, with. 
out any Deſign or Deſire to murder him. On the contrary, i 
Lam really his Friend, I ought to tell him my Opinion, i 
order to prevent his doing the like for the future, eſpecial 
if his Safety as well as his Character ſhould depend upon hi 
doing ſo no more. This, Sir, is really the Caſe at 
betwixt us and the Houſe of Lords. That Houſe has done 
wrong: The Hon. Gentleman himſelf ſays be thinks they 
have done wrong: I think ſo as well as be; He is fr 
ſmothering his Opinion, and thereby ſacrificing his Friead. 
thip to his Complaiſance : I am for telling them what 
Sema Pray, which of us is the trueſt Friend to that 

ouſe ? | > of 

Sir, in all Caſes that will admit of it, I ſhall be f& 
treating my Friend with Complaiſance ; but in a Caſe whar 
his y or Character is concerned, 5 is Tees. 
chery: I abominate it: I deſpiſe the Man who, upon ſack 
an Occaſion, would make uſe of it. This, Sir, is the Light 
in which the Queſtion appears to me. The vey 
Being, as well as the Character, of the other Houſe depend 
upon their rejectiug no more ſuch Bills as that we lately feat 
up to them. It was not the Army: It was not the Con- 
mons, that put an End to the Exiſtence of that Houſe is 
King Charles the Firit's Time: It was their own Condud, 
By refuſing their Conſent to popular and neceſſary Laws, by 
endeavouring to ſcreen guilty Miniſters, they render'd ther 
Houſe hateful to the People. This enabled the Commos 
and the Army to turn them out of Doors; and the General? 
being in a Condition afterwards to turn the Commons ot 
of Doors flowed from the ſame Cauſe. If ever the like Cat 
ſhould again happen, the ſame Cauſe may very probaby 
produce the ſame Effet ; and therefore what « 
that Time ſhould be a Warning to the ather „ wel 
as this, to endeavour at all Tunes to preſerve a good 
racer among the People. - 

© I ſhall readily grant, Sir, that at that Time there 
ſach a Spirit of Republicaniſm and Enthuſiaſm prevair 
among the People, that it was difficult for the other Hos 
to preſerve a popular Eſteem, without ſacrificing our 
ſlitution both in Church and State ; but this Spirit had bet 
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that Time our Miniſters ; and in alt ſuch Caſey common 274. 

„ Prodence makes it teceffary A a Iitde-to the Impetoo—- 
6 ſity of the Times. This ſhould make all Miniſters cautious 2 
3, Wl of raiſing too violent a Spirit among the People againſt 
| them ; for when they do, it will always be neceſſary for 
we the Parliament to proceed againſt them with more Severity 
i. WY han they may perhaps'deſerve ; and thoſe of either Houſe, 

e have a true Regard for their Soyereign, and for the 
. Conftitution of their Country, will take Care to remove and 
* ih a Miniſter before he has, by bis Conduct, converted 
I. the Diſcontents of the People into a Spirit of Diſaffection ; 
fea BY for when this happens, the Example of King Charles the 
un Firt's Reign is a Proof of its being almoſt impoſſible to con- 
they fine it within any moderate Bounds. 2 Soho rack 
fo This, Sir, I think, we are in ſome Danger of at pre- 


ſent, eſpecially if it ' ſhould begin to be generally thought 
without Doors, that both Houſes of Parliament have joined 
in Skreening a guilty Miniſter, and in amuſing the Pablick 
with a ſham Inquiry into his Conduct. The preſent Motion 
therefore, if complied with, may anſwer, and is, I believe, 
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e for 

deligned for anſwering two moſt ſalutary Parpoſes ; that of 
— = any Friends, the Lords, (I hope I may yet call them 
ſock BY ©) know their Danger; and that of reſcuing this Houſe 
Light dom the Danger of becoming deſpicable in the Eyes of the 
ver People. This Motion is ſo far from being deſign'd as a 
perd Cenſure upon the Conduct of the other Houſe, that it is 
e ened as an Act of Friendſhip. We certainly know the 
Oo Lentiments of the People better chan they can be ſuppoſed 
iſe u do; therefore we are, and, I think, we ought to tell them 
What we, and, I believe, the far greateſt Part of the Na- 


tion, think of their having rejected that Bill we ſo lately 
ſent op to them. This may prevent their bringing them- 
ſelves into that Contempt, which a few more ſuch Steps as 
this will certainly bring them into. Therefore as Friends to 
them, as Friends to our Conſtitution, and as faithful Subjects 
to our Sovereign, we ought to agree to this Motion. 

But ſuppoſe, Sir, it were to be look'd on as a Cenſure. 
is not Cenſure itſelf ſometimes the Duty of a Friend? 
Does not the Church cenſure or admoniſh before ſhe excom- 
Lunicates ? We are not by this Motion to excommunicate 
te other Houſe ; and, I hope, they will not excommuni- 
ate this, even tho' we ſhould agree to this Motion. If 
bey ſhould, as we have the Parſe in our Power, they would 
nd themſelves no great Gainers by the Bargain. They are 
ulciently ſenſible of this, and therefore we have no Occa- 
a to fear their reſolving to receive no more Meſſages = 

| Bills 
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1742. concerned in the Queſtion z . becauſe if my, roak 1 
I would take it 2s a 1 Admonition 3 and tho 
a cannot recal what is paſſed, hope, they Would for 

Cenſure. 2 prin WHiw- 7 #= 11} van ri 

That they have a Right to refuſe any Bill we 
to them muſt be acknowledged ; but that wWe have no Ripht 
to find Fault with the Uſe they make 1 ight, no 
Man ſurely can with any Reaſon pretend. May not a Man 
make a bad as well as a good Uſe of any Right he enjoy? 
And if he makes a bad Uſe of it, has not every other May 
a Right to ſay he does, and to cenſure him for, ſo doing } 
Ceniure, Sir, when it is juſt, tho? it proceeds from no 

Authority, nor from any ſuperior Juriſdition, will 

Puniſhment along with it. It affects the Charader of 
the Perſon. cenſured, and will affect it more or lefs, according 
to the Juſtice and Weight of the Cenſure. Therefore a Man 
who has no Power to inflit any legal Puniſhment may cen 
ſure, without running any Riſk of incurring Contempt. 
Nay, a Man may often for his own Sake be obliged to cen- 
ſure the Conduct of his Friend, in order to ſhew, that he 
had no Share in adviſing, nor had approved of that Con- 
duct, which leads me to the other Purpoſe this Motion is 

deſigned for. 
To vindicate the Character of this Houſe from any Re 
proach will always, I hope, be conſidered as a Concem 
worthy of our Attention; and conſidering the general Re- 
proach that will certainly be thrown upon the rejecting of 
this Bill, I think it concerns us highly -to convince the 
World, that we were no Way privy or conſenting to its be- 
ing rejected. The two Houſes of Parliament generally arc 
look'd upon, I hope, there will always be Reaſon to look 
upon them, as Friends; and therefore, if one does a wroug 
Thing, and the other does not openly diſclaim it, an Impu- 
tation will fall upon both. This is the Caſe in private Life, 
and this will always be the Caſe with two publick Aflem- 
blies that have ſuch a Connection together as our two Houſe 
of Parliament have, eſpecially when it is known, that there 
is a cloſe Intimacy and Friendſhip between the Members of 
the one and the Members of the other. As to my own pr 
vate Concern, if I had no Regard for the Character of ths 
Aſſembly, I might be perfectſy eaſy ; for moſt of the Lon 
of my Acquaintance have, in the moſt ſolemn Manner, de 
clared their Diſſent to the rejecting of this Bill. But I hare 
a Concern for the Character of this Houſe : As a Friend 1 
the Conſtitution, as a dutiful Subject to his Majeſty, I think 
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— it; God. 
d. gn 6 our newpr old Miniſte — In. 2 - 
fluence over me, 4 40 pee bent, my exp. 
ard acting accordingly. . I .therefore r 
neceſſary for us, upon this Occaſion, to take ſame, Method 
for convincing the World, that we had. no Horeknowledge, 
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a eat it. ee e hve e fret and. 
y take at Conferences, to declare very freely, our 
of their Proceedinge. There 1s,.theref 
Frach berwees the two, Honles, ind 
War, from our agreeing t9.this; Motion 
ſhould be put upon it, and ne ment there 
to proſecute thoſe Screening i . 
ready concerted, I may propheſy, thata C 
ninl at laſt be the rk —— for, 1 Tow, tbe, 195 
of England are not ſo ſenſeſel r * Wt 
Savery to be. fixed upon them; e of a 1 
Government; . which will be whe Con equeyce, if 
n en e W 1 abel 
puni — n 7 

The Hon. Gentleman a 
done, or may do, pod of 0he. 
ps ſome ſuch Bill as that 


palible from the very 
Gentleman | _ himſelf 


3 
I 


coreries, unleſs the Acconiplices. were, at 
come in and inform. , Let Har Miniſter have bi 


— 
be diſmiſſed, to every Pa- 
pr that might riſe up in t ſt him. We muſt 
berefore gh an Jelena Bill bas put it 
oat of the Power of our Committee to make any material 
Dicovery, eſpecially ſuch a full Diſcovery as will be neceſſa- 
J for convincing thoſe that have no Mind to be convinced: 
Tais, I am almoſt ſure, is the Caſe of a Majority in the 
er Houſe, and, I am afraid of ſome in this, who are not 
Vor. XIII. 11 as 


eie 


hv Geir ge pl i bing in beer, ant ini. 
rejected n' othe Houoſe, 
. 2 cat while"they* adhere to, that Principle, 
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no Di e s ſuch a Bil b en. 
courage "Info em a Pardon ade 'them- 
S "4 2 jeſt . rages 
Petty Thieves may, it ſeems, be encdufaged by u Reward a 


48 a Pardon, to . — but great 
— a Big Plunderers are do remain intrenched in their 
from which no one is to be allowed'ts 
ch 16 * he den the ſecret" Avene by: which 
dent in Gee may be come at. 
© This, Sir was the Principle, ridiculous as it *&,2% 
which ohr Bill was rejected in tlie other Houſe x: and 
they adhere to this Principle, can we e they? will . | 
either in this Seffion 8 to any Sort of Iud 
ing Bll? T Men out of à firft Pride 
let ĩt be neyer brd, i iculous, becauſe t is impollible : 
If they be obſtinate they muft be beat dut of it: If they 
mad they mut be phyſick d out of it.“ A ſtrong Fu 
I mean as to Salaries and Penfions, Would, I believe,” Be che 
beſt Method the Nation could take for obtaining Juſtiee fim 
Parliament, both in this Caſe and every like” Caſe chat they 
happen hereafter. We cannot therefore expect Succeſß for 
any fuch Bill, either in this Seffion or the next unleſs by 
agreeing to this Queſtion we ſhew that we are reſolvedto 
adminiffer fuch 2 „ if this Principle be not gives 
up by thoſe, who are its preſent Supporters. 
How ehe Hon. Gentleman comes to talk of whar maybe 
done in the next Seſſion, I do not Know; for, I none 
of thoſe, who have the Honour of being his MajefRty's' Coun- 
ſellors, will adviſe him to put un Roa to this Seen by' 
Pro ion, till the Nation his obtained ' Satisfaction A 
ſhort Receſs would, I know, be agreeable to molf Geitle- 
men, bur this we may be indulged'in by 
well as a Prorogation. Our 'C 
the mean Time, in order to carry 
when we affembled a 
left off at our laff 
End to our nin Acai a 
afreſh. Therefore, if this Queltioh 
nn Eel pat to-this Seen by Þ Pond 
tion has obtained any Satisfaction, hi py 
no Juſtice nor Setsfa dien; ; no, nor the leaſt 8 
from the next Seſſion of Parliament, nor from 
this Parliament, 'unleſs the People ſhould 1 
make this Houſe change its Complexion, by 
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happen to become vacated.” * 
Lord Celan ſpoke bew. 


Soros +, | 

I was very much ſurpriſed when 164 REFS Motion 
made to you, and conſequently was extremely curious to 
hear what could be faid in favour of ſuch an extraordinary 
and unprecedented Motion. As ſoon as I heard it, I thought 
it unconſtitational,. dan and uſeleſs; and as I have 
a great Regard r the y Nobleman that mov'd it, as 
well as for thoſe Gentlemen that have ſpoke in its Fayour, I 
have attended to the Debate with a, Sort of Prejudice; 
waiting, and even wiſhing, to hear ſomething aid that 
might alter the firſt Impreflion it made upon me; but I 
have been very much diſappointed, for thoſe Impreſſions 
have been made deeper and ſtronger, even by whit I have 
heard in.its favour. As our Conſtitution conſiſts of three 
ſeparate Branches, each of which, while they. are diſtinct 
and independent, will always be a Check for preventing any 
Oppreſſion's being exercis d, or Injuſtice done, by either of 
the other two, the very Being 7 our Conſtitution depends upon 
preſerving a Diſtinctneſs and Independency, and at the ſame 
Time a good Correſpondence between the three Branches of 
our Legiſlature ; conſequently our Conſtitution would be 
deſtroyed, if this mutual gaod Correſpondence ſhould be in- 
terrupted, or if any one of them ſhould gain an Influence, and 
_ Power or Jariſdiction, over either of the 

two. 

If we deſign, Sir, that this Cenſure ſhould be taken 
Notice of by the other Houſe, - ſo as to direct or overawe 
weir Proceedings upon any future Occaſion, the very Deſign 
is inconſiſtent with our Conſtitution 3 becauſe it is a Deſign to 
gain ſuch an Influence over them, as will deſtroy their Inde- 
pendency, upon which our Conſtitution ſubſiſts. Therefore, if 
this Cenſure ſhould be taken Notice of in the Manner we de- 
lgn it ſhould, it is unconſtitutional ; and if it is to be taken 
no Notice of, it is uſeleſs ; but as it is, in my Opinion, very 
far from being decent, I believe it will be taken Notice of 
dy the other Houſe, not in the Manner we defign, but in 
ſuch a Manner as will deſtroy that good Correſpondence 
which now ſubſiſts between the two Houſes, and upon 
which the Preſervation of our Conſtitution depends ; there- 
fore muſt think it extremely dangerous, and as I think it 
vil be of no Uſe to us, I cannot for this Reaſon agree to it. 
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Mr Coraswall. ſelf, that the Houſe will excuſt 
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© As 1 ſeldom o late at Night, I flatter my. 
the ll « 2 107 how ag . Red 
ally as I ſhall chiefly endeavour to anſwer the moble” 

who ſpoke laſt, and the learned Gentleman behind ine ; tho 
I think, as that Gentleman was an Enemy to'every Claufe 
in the Bill, now thrown out by the other Houſe, "Which wa 
to indemnify thoſe who were to give Evidence ti the Secret 
Committee againſt the Earl of Orford, I ſhould” murder 
our Time, were I to ſpend it in obviating any Obje&on 
made by him, or any of his Friends, Who have been ſb uni- 
form and conſiſtent with themſelves, in the violent Oppoſition 
they have made to every Thing that tended, in theleaft to- 

wards promoting the Inquiry. _ Goa. 
. * But as to that Part of his Speech, wherein he thinks it 
pretty odd, that this Houſe ſhould have a Power to infſpet 
the Journals of the other Houſe, and aſks, what” Right we 
have to cenſure another ſuperior Houſe of Parliament "7 have, 
Sir, no leſs Authority than your own to ſay, that both Houſes 
of Parliament are equal ; and that we only exerciſe a Power 
our Anceſtors have uſed before. ' As the learned Gentleman 
has now, and on other Occaſions,” taken 'a Kind of Pleafure 
in paring down the Powers of this Houſe, I hope, be will 
ſoon, for his long and implicit Services to his Majeſty, be 
ſent hence to prefide in Neſiminſter Hall, and take this trite 
Piece of Advice thither along with him; that it is the Part of 
a good Judge, not to curtail but amplify his own Juriſdiction. 
© Unleſs we now exerciſe this Right, and lay the Blame at 
the right Door, our Conſtituents won't think we have done our 
utmoſt, and been in earneſt, in putting a great State Criminal 
fairly on his Trial ; and rl x who reads that inimitable 
Proteſt, ſigned by above thirty of their ips, can 

doubt but that ſome inviſible Influence muſt have 
on two Thirds of the Houſe when they threw out bur jult 
and reaſonable Bill; which puts me in mind of an” Account 
there is, I think, in Father Paul, or ſome other Writer on 
the Council of Trent : He ſays, that the Powers concerned, 
pitched on Trent as a neutral Place, for all the Legates to meet 
at, and where no Prince could himſelf claim any Right to 
come; but, ſays the Writer, (who, I think, ſeems to be 
rather a good Catholick than a ſtrong Papiſt) all the Decres 
of this Aſſembly ran ſo much in Favour of the Pope, that 
altho* he could not come there himſelf, his Holineſs ſent 
the Holy Ghoſt thither from Rome every Day in a Cloak- 


Bag. I leave it to every Gentleman to make his own Ap 
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ation of this Story, which the Houſe, 1 ſee, is pleaſed A8. 15. Geo: H. 
2 more favourably than it deſerves. N | hd. * 

« Eyen my Friend near me ſmiles, who, had he not nos 
been in a very high Station in the Exchequer, would not 
have expoſtulated ſo roundly with the young Lords, as he 
calls them, who moved and. ſeconded this Queſtion, who, 
he ſays, cannot yet have read the Hiſtory of theit'own Coun- 
try. What they ſaid, Sir, plainly. evinced the contrary ; 
hut che Gentleman was ſo much alarmed at the Motion it- 
ſelf, that he could not attend to what was ſaid in Support of 
it; but he goes on and ſays, the other Houſe won't bear it. 
As to that, Sir, give me Leave to aſk him, How they'll 
help themſelves? But, ſays he, what is there that'the Lords 
won't do or ſay, when ſuch Aſperſions are caſt upon them? 
[ humbly ſubmit it, Sir, that what is true can't be called an 
Aſperſion: We do it for our own Jalſtification ; and pray, 


INIT pars” 
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pelt let them take it for their Pains. 

we * And then, Sir, as to the Gentleman's Prophecy, that 
ave, his Majeſty, if the two Houſes differ, may diflolve the Par- 
uſes lament : The King, Sir, will think twice, before he once 
wer diſſolves a good Money-giving Parliament; for if the pre- 
man ſent ſhould not pleaſe .him, Yu venture to propheſy, that 
fure the new one will be far from mending the Matter. If ſuch 
will Advice, or ſuch unpopular Meaſures ſhould enſue, I flatter 
be myſelf that inſtead of one, I ſhould be choſen for three or 


four Places, which would happen to many Gentlemen of ſu- 
perior Merit in the fame Way of thinking; and many other 
Country Gentlemen' without Doors, would fill the Places of 
ſome who hear me, that might then be thought too courtly 
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our in their preſent Behaviour. I have my Reaſons too for think 
inal ing, that the Hon. Gentleman's Intereft with the Crown is 
able not very great : I am ſorry for it; becauſe if it was, I hope / 
can and believe, that more popular Meaſures would be purſued. 
ated © But, Sir, ſince we have loſt our Bill, I'll be bold to ſay, 
juſt that unleſs we put ſome Sti upon that Proceeding, our 


ov 


Committee of Secrecy will be a Committee of Ridicule ; 
and the noble Lord who ſo very worthily and indefatigably 
prelides in it, muſt put one in mind of the mad Frenchman 
in Mr Locke, who fancying himſelf a King, cries out, Ou 
font mes Gen, d'Armes? The noble Lord is my old 
Friend and Acquaintance, and will forgive me, Iam ſure, 
for blurting out ſo odd a Parallel; but I am really driven to 
lay any Thing, and to think that, if this Queſtion has a Ne- 
tive put upon it, he will, notwithſtanding his great Abili- 
ues, be little more than a Chairman of Straw ; and that he'll 

t in great State, ſubject only to this ſingle 2 
be | X 


r | 

An. 16. Geo · 11, that no Soul alive will anſwer one ſingle Queſtion he ag, 
e. him. „ ee 
3 — Bat I aſk the noble Lord's Pardon, who fo wat 

repreſents the moſt learned Body in the World, that ; 

been ſo l 

of ſome 


} 
without n to invalidate the Pie 
f dis Arguments ; a ordthi, 


„indeed, his Lordi 
'M er of ſay ing every Thing 4 f, as WU fy 


any Thing. | — ie 

« He, Sir, is pleaſed to ſay, that there is a Räd of the 
Conſtitution, if any one Branch of the Legiſlature i ihflu- 
2 by the other; and it is much ſtronger in the Cute of 
Cenſure. . A A 

If the Influence were indirect or improper, or if the 
Cenſure were untrue or unconſtitutional, - I Roch agree with 
his Lordſhip ; but in this Caſe I may more reaſonably ſuppoſe, 
that the other Houſe has been under ſome extraorditary In- 
fluence; and pray, Sir, have we not a Right at any Tie 
to expoſtulate, or demand a free Conference with their Lord. 
ſhips? Ovght they not even to lie under the Cenfure of the 
Commons, for rejecting this our moſt neceſſary favourite 
Bill, when the Committee declares, that they can't proceed 
without it. 1 3k GP ie... 

As to his Argument, that it is not decent to ſay this to 
the Lords, and aſking what good it will do us? I ink, 
Sir, that Truth is to be ſaid at all Times, in all Places, and 
to all Perſons ; and as to the Good, it will vindicate the Ho- 
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nour of the Members to their Conſtituents: It will place the A, 
national Odium where it ought to lie; and not 0 make al 

their Lordſhips cautious in ſcreening State Criminals, but l 
make them ſhew a Readineſs perhaps to redreſs Grievances, KA 
and afraid for the future of giving the like Treatment to any by 
publick national Bill carried thither by this Houſe ; and, 1 
Sir, „„ Deſunt multa. As. Re 
As to his Lordſhip's ſaying, that a Proteſt i ap AR of a 
the Minority, I ſubmit it, Sir, as the Act of Thirty two tex 
Noblemen of the greateſt Quality, Figure, and Fortube in U 
this Country; and as that Houſe has exerciſed that Power WW 1 
for many Centuries, without even aſſigning Reaſons do their Bl de 
Proteſtations, ſo now they have for near a Coney ſulyoin- Con 
ed one or more Reaſons, out of which Articles o inden ſean 
ment have been often framed, which I hope will be the Cale Bar 
at preſent, there having never been, in my poor Opinion, that 
a fitter Time for it ; nor a Proteſt, for the Printing of which, tion 
as I am warranted by Precedents, I ſhall preſently move,-that & 5 
deſerved more gloriouſly to be printed in Letters of Gold, vith 
* Upon the whole, Sir, I am for every Tittle of the Mo- Neg 


tion, from the Bottom of my Soul.” 


My 


Lord Strang? ſpoke-as folſows : | eng fotos : 25477 —_ 
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« Av it is ow very-lare; and the Houſe, I lee a little im 
ent, I ſhall only aſk a noble Lord who ſpoke lately, how, Lord Strange. 

he thinks we are to prevent the other Houſe from doing In- 
juſtice, if we are never even ſo much as to cenſure any of 
their Proceedings ? If they in any Caſe do a manifeſt Piece 
of lojuſtice, are we to take no Nouce of it? If we do take 
Notice of it, can we do ſo without condemning it? This is 
now the Caſe. They have done Injuſtice to the Nation: 
They have refaſed to the whole People of Grrats Britain 
what is never denied to the meaneft Subject whohas been 
geatly injured by Perſons unknown, or againſt whom he has 
not a ſofficient Proof. A Pardon to any Accomplice who 
ſhall diſcover, or come in and give Evidence againf the prin- 
cipal Offender, is never refaſed to any injured Perſon, : This 
the Lords have denied to the Nation, tho it has been greatly 
injured, as is apparent from its preſent» Diſtreſs- Shall we 
take no Notice of this Piece of Injuſtice? ht we not, 

for the ſake of the People whom we in this Houle repreſent, 

to paſs ſuch a Cenſure upon it as it deſerves? Ought wenot 

to cenſure it for our own ſakes, in order to ſhew, that we 
have been neither privy nor conſenting to ſuch a manifeſt 
Piece of Injaſtice ? ** | | 


Several other Members, who had voted for the Inquiry, 14 Strange's Mo- 
tearing, that tho“ for the Satisfaction of the Nation they the Los Pro. 
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Jake wid the Bill had paſs'd into a Law, yet they could not ceedings on the 
but BY :yrec to this Reſolution, leſt it ſhould create a Breach be- Indemaity Bill, 
bees, i tween the two Houſes 3 the Motion paſs'd in the Negative baſſes in the Ne- 
any by 245 againſt 1999. * — 
and, Then a Motion was made by Mr Cornewall, that the ing the Report 


Report from the Committee, appointed to ſearch the Jour- of the Commit- 


@ of BY b of the Houſe of Lords, with relation to the ſaid Bill, dee relating 
e de printed : But this alſo paſs'd in the Negative. — 
A4 ln the foregoing Part of this Work | p. 183:] we took Motion for a Bill 


Notice of a Petition having been preſented, complaining of for regulating ſe- 
de Grievance of Select Veſtries, which was referr'd to a lect Veſtries, 
Committee. In Purſuance. hereof ſeveral Petitions were pre- poo the New 
ſented Pro and Con. and ſeveral Reports made thereupon wg 
bat on the 28th a Motion being made by Lord Percival, 

that Leave be given to bring in a Bill for the better Regula- 

tion of the Veltries of the Pariſhes of St Martin, St Anne, 

* Janes, St Margaret, and St George Hanover-Square, 
"din the City and Liberty of /eftmin/ter : It paſſed in the 
Negative ; On a Diviſion ; Ayes 130, Noes 160. ROM, 

en 


* An. 18.00.11. Thes « Motion 
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Bill to prevent 
counterfeiting 
the Coin, 


Reſolutions re- 


lating to printing the Houſe of Commons, now in the mY of the Clerk, 
the Journals of and commencing with the Book Seymour, which begins with 


the ouſe. 


Reſolutions of 
the Committee 
of Supply. 


tion of Select ries and Pariſh Officers 3 Te 


6 2640 
alſo made, and 
ring in a Bill for 


the 
that Leave be the 
in the Negative. 

May 37 4 Dil was e h the Ae te- 
„ Kingdom, 
and the uttering 'or pay ing of falſe ot counterfeit/Cojn'3/ 
that Mr Arande/ *;; Mr Scrope: +, Me 1 
Attorney-General |, and Solicitor-General do 
ſame accordingly. 

e by Me Bd WEI te 


Bathurſt, a Bill was ordered in to Lunaticks from 
marrying, during the Time of their ing under Commiſſion 
of Lu 


NACY. 
Then Sir Nartys Williams 2 beet tm de Che- 
mittee, appointed to conſider of printing the Journals of che 
Houſe, the Reſolutions of the ſaid r en with 
an Amendment, were agreed to. 

I. That all the Books of che Proceedings, or Janrnals of 


the Reign of King Edward the Siuth, be printed. 

II. That One Thouſand Copies ** of a ſaid Joumals be 
printed, by the Appointment and Direction of | Nichole: 
Hardinge, Eſq; Clerk of the Houſe ; the ſame not to exceed 
thirty Volumes, with a proper Preface and Index to each 
Volume, and a general Preface and Index to the whole. 

III. That a proper Recompence he made to the {aid M. 
cholas Ba tos the Loſs of Fees, which he, and bis 
Office, will ſaitain, by printing the ſaid Journals. 

The Houſe voted alſo an Addreſs to his Majeſty to order 
Five thouſand Pounds to be advanced to Nicholas” Hardingr, 
Eſq; Clerk of the Houſe, towards enabling him te print the 
ſaid Journals, and likewiſe One thouſand Pounds mate, a5 3 
Recompence for the Loſs of Fees'; and z 
that the Houſe will make good the ſame. 

Then Mr Francis Fane reported from the Cn of 
Supply, the following Reſolutions, 'oiz. 

That towards raiſing the Supply, 800,000 J. be oranted to 
his Majeſty, to be raiſed by Annuities at three — — 
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— 
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* Maſter- Worker of his Majeſty's Mint. 
One of the Secretaries of the Treaſury. 
Treaſurer of the Navy. 
Sir Dudley Rider. 
Sir John Strange. 
Upon the Report, the following Words were added, viz, 
© Uſe of the Members of this Houſe, 


viz, © For the 
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Centum per A , transferable at the Bank of E 
redeemable by Parliament, or by Loans 3 to be charged upon, 
and ſecured by the Sinking Fund : Alſo that an AR of the 
\2thYear of the late Queen Anne, intituled, 4 Ad for the 


An. 15. Geo. It, 
1742. 


e 


better Encouragement of the making of Sail Clath in Great- 


Britain: Likewiſe, that the ſeveral Clauſes in an AR of the 
Sth Year of the late King George, intituled, 4n 42 for the 
Encouragement of the Silk Manufa#ures of this Kingdom, 
&c. relating to the Encouragement of the Silk Manufactures 


of this Kingdom, c. Alſo, that the two laſt Clauſes in an 


AR of the gth Year of his late Majeſty, for more effectuall 
preventing Frauds in mixing Silks with Stuffs to be d: 
And, that the Clauſe in an Act of the gth and roth Years 
of the late King William III. intitaled, An 42 to ſettle the 
Trade t8 Africa, for allowing, during a limited Time, a 
Drawback of the Duties upon the Exportation of Copper Bars 
imported, &c. all which had been continued from Time 
to Time by ſeveral Acts, for that Purpoſe, were near ex- 
piring, and fit to be continued. 


Debate on the 


The firſt Reſolution of the ſaid Committee being read a Reſolutioa of the 
ſecond Time, Mr Philips ſtood up and ſpoke to the follow. Committee of 


a » Supply for grant · 
wg Effect : | ing $00,000 1. 
Sir, to be raiſed by 


© The Gentlemen on the other Side of the Houſe cry out, Annuities at 3 
Agree, agree; but as I do not find them fo very * to ber Cent. 
the 


agree to any Propoſal that comes from this Side o 
Houſe, to redreſs Grievances, or to promote Inquiries, and 
to render them effectual, I hope, they'll excuſe me, if I do 
not immediately agree to this Propoſition. Sir, when this 
Reſolution was propoſed and agreed to in the Committee, I 
ws at ſo great a Diſtance from the Chair, that I could not 
dtinctly hear it; therefore, I hope, I may be allowed to ſay 
2 Word or two to it now, not that I have the leaſt Expecta- 
ton, that any Thing I can ſay will have ſuch an Effect on 
the Houſe, as Logs any Alteration in this Reſolution ; but 
| cannot let it paſs without ſome Remarks. 

* According to the Computation that I have made, the 
vupplies voted this Seſſion amount to about 5,723,000 J. to 
vhich muſt be added the Deficiency of laſt bears Malt and 
land Tax, which comes to about 373,000 J. ſo that the 
whole Sum to be raiſed is about 6,097,000 l. The Ways 
ad Means already voted amount to about 5,350,000 J. 
*hich being deducted from the 6,097,000 J there will 
remain to be raiſed about 747,000 J. If I do not miſtake, 
tte Reſolution of the Committee is to raiſe 800,000 J. 
zich is about 53,000 J. more than is voted, and more 
an is wanted. — Sir, I am for raiſing all the Mo- 
ty that has been voted, not becauſe I believe it is all 

Vor. XIII. Mm neceſſary, 


An. 15. Geb. It. neceflary, but for this ſingle Reaſon, becauſe it has been vo- 
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ed, and the Parliament Faith, is, as it were, at Stake for it; 
bat I can by no Means come into a Reſolution of". raifing 
more Money on the People than has been voted; and I am 
ſurpriſed indeed to find it attempted.----If more Money is 
wanted, why was the Committee of Supply cloſed ? Why 
was it not aſked ? For I beg Leave to take Notice, that ſo 
great a Confidence did the Houſe place in the Gentlemen of 
this Adminiſtration, that every 'Thing that was aſked was 
granted; but this is a new Way of aſking, by turning a Com. 
mittee of Ways and Means, into a Committee of Supply. 
If any Arguments are to be drawn from private OF. 
nomy, I believe, we have all the Reaſon in the World to 
think, that our preſent Miniſters will be as frugal as any 
that ever went before them; but, I hope, they will excuſe 
me if I ſay, that to place an implicit Confidence in any Mi. 
niſters, which we do whenever we paſs a Vote of Credit, is 
unconſtitutional and unbecoming a Parliament of Great Bri. 
tain. I ſuppoſe it will not be denied, that the R 
tives of the People are accountable to them for all the 
that is raiſed upon them; but if I ſhould be aſked, why this 
Overplus is raiſed, I ſhould be puzzled for an Anſwer, and, [ 
believe, the Gentlemen on the other Side the Houſe could 
furniſh me with no other than this, That it was to make up 
a round Sum. 
I am ſenſible, if the Houſe agrees to this Reſolution, it 
will not be the only Vote of Credit of this Seſſion: The 
500,000 /. for the Service of the Queen of Hungary was an 
abſolute Vote of Credit: The many Sums granted for Con- 
tingencies in the ſeveral Eftimates Jaid before the Houſe, are 
all fo many Votes of Credit, and are therefore the ſtrongeſt 
Reaſon in the World againſt your coming into this It may 
be ſaid, why all this Stir about ſo ſmall a Sum as 50 or 
60,cc0 J. J allow it is a ſmall Sum in Compariſon of the fix 
Millions that we have granted ; bat be the Sum large or 
ſmal!, the Raiſing it in this Manner, by Vote of Credit, at 
the End of the firſt Seſſion of this Parliament, is fo bad a 
Precedent to future Seſſions, that I dread the Conſequence 
of it. | 
« I was in hopes, that inſtead of increaſing their Demands, 
the Miniflry would rather have abated of them, and have 
left ſomething in the Hands of the Parliament by way df 
Pledge, that all the Sums that have been granted, ſhall be 
preperly applied ---- l' ſay but one Thing more: If we 
can't redreſs the People's Grievances, let us not be laviſh of 
their Money: If we can't compaſs an Inquiry into paſt Mil 
managements, let us not lay a Foundation for future ones: If 
we 
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we can't obtain the Glory of doing all the Good we aimed An. 15. Geo. II. 
et, let us at leaſt avoid the Shame that muſt always attend all 1743. 
unjuſtifiable and unprecedented Meaſures. Sir, I call God 
to Witneſs, I have no End in ſaying theſe Things, but the 
publick Service and the Honour of this Houſe; and there- 
fore ſhall beg Leave to conclude with making you a Motion, 
That this Reſolution be recommitted.” 

Then the Queſtion being put upon Mr Phi//ip;'s Motion, 
it paſſed in the Negative, Ayes 86, Noes 118: And the 
faid Reſolution was agreed to by the Houſe, as were the 
other Reſolutions of the Committee; and a Bill was ordered 
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o- to be brought in thereupon by Mr Francis Fane, Mr Chan- 
to cellor of the Exchequer, Mr Compton, Sir Toba Ruyſbout, Mr 
ny Gibbon, Mr Attorney General, Mr Sollicilor General, Mr 
ſe Scrope, Mr Legge, and Mr Henry Archer. 


June 1. A Bill for granting to his Majeſty a certain Sum, Bill for granting 
to be raiſed by Annuities, &c. Alſo a Bill to prevent Luna- Soo, ooo I. Alſo 
ticks from marrying, during the Time of their being under _— 3 
Commiſſions of Lunacy: Likewiſe another for remedying Relief of 1 
ſome Defects in the Act made in the 43d Year of Queen Poor order'd a 
Elizabeth, intituled, Ar Ad for the Relief of the Poor, ſecond Reading, 
were ſeverally read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Read- . 
ing; and the laſt mentioned Bill was ordered to be printed. 

Then the Bill for taking, examining, and ſtating the pu- Bills for ſtating 
blick Accounts of the Kingdom was read a third Time, and — 
the Names of the Commiſſioners being inſerted in a Blank * 
left for that Purpoſe, a Motion was made, and the Queſtion 
put, that the Bill do paſs ; it paſſed in the Negative by 
136 againſt 66. a 

June 2. A Bill for the more effectual preventing Cloth 
upon the Rack or Tenters, &c. from being ſtolen in the 
Night Time, was read the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to Bills to prevent 
the Lords by Mr Bat burff. — 

A Bill ſor the more effectual puniſhing of Perſons who ſhall pq, paſsd. 
mlawfully and maliciouſly kill, or ſteal any Fiſh in Ponds, ' 

Cc. was read the third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords 
by Mr Philips. 3 

June 3. A Bill for the more effectual preventing the coun- 
terfeiting of the current Coin of this Kingdom, and the ut- Bill relating to 
tering or paying of falſe or counterfeit Coin, was received, the Coin. 
read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 

Mr Francis Fane reported from the Committee of Supply 
tte following Reſolutions, which were agreed to by the 
Houſe, viz. 

I. That after the 24th of June 1742, a farther Duty of Reſolutions of 
21.19 d. be laid on the Half-piece of Cambrick, containing the Committee 
Els and a half, and 5 5. 8 d. upon the Whole-piece of of Supply. 

1742. Mm 2 Cam- 
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An · 15. Geo. II. Cambrick, containing 13 Ella, to be imported into Great 


1742. 


\ 


Britain. | 
IT, That the ſaid Duty be granted for the Term of Seyen 
Years, and from thence to the End of the then next Seſſion 
of Parliamen® . | | 
III. That Quickſilver, taken as Prize by his Majeſty', 


Subjects, and brought into this Kingdom, be liable to pay 


the like Duties, as if it were imported direRly from the 
Place of its Growth. | | 
IV. That the permitting Rum, or Spirits, of the Pro- 
duce of the Britiſbß Plantations, to be landed before the Pay. 
ment of the Duties, and lodging the fame in Ware-Houſes, 
till ſuch Duties are paid, under proper Regulations, will 


an Eaſe to the Importers, and encourage the Importation. 


A Motion being made, that the Reſolutions of the 25th 


of May, [ ee p. 246.] relating to the Manufactures of Li- 
nens made in Great Britain and Ireland, might be read; and 


they being read accordingly, a Bill was ordered to be brought 


in upon the ſaid Reſolutions, and alſo upon the two firſt of 
the above Reſolutions of the Committee of Supply, and that 
Mr Francis Fane, Mr Hooper, the Lord Limerick; Mr Bu 
chanan, Sir Charles Gitmour, Mr Ofwald, Mr Murray of 
Philip- Haugh, Mr Archibald Stuart, the Lord Advocate of 
Scotland, Mr Scot, Mr Bance, Mr Drummond, the Lord 
= Murray, and the Lord George Graham do prepare and 
bring in the ſame: It was alſo ordered that it be an Inſtruc- 
tion to the Committee, to whom the Bill for granting to his 
Majeſty a certain Sum, to be raiſed by Annuities, c. was 
referr'd, that they have Power to receive a Clauſe purſuant to 
the third of the above Reſolutions. 


Then it was likewiſe ordered that a Bill be brought in 


upon the laſt Reſolution of the Committee of Supply, by Mr 
Francis Fane, Sir Jobn Ruſbout, and Mr Drax. - 

June 4. Sir Conyers Darcy acquainted the Houſe, that 
he had received his Majeſty's Command to lay before 


Papers relating them, purſuant to their Addreſs of the 2oth of May laſt, 
to the Conren- Copies of all the Powers, Inſtructions, Ec. relating to the 


tion preſented, 
and referr'd to 


the Secret Com- as 


mittee, 


Convention with Spain, concluded January 14. 1739, N. S. 
there has been Time to prepare; and that he was orde 
to ſay, that Copies of the remaining Papers are preparing 
with the utmoſt Diligence to be laid before the Houſe : And 
he preſented Copies of ſuch of the ſaid Papers as he had re- 
ceived his Majeſty's Command now to lay before the Houle, 
which were referred to the Committee of Secrecy. 

In the Progreſs of this Work we have taken Notice of 
the ſeveral Petitions relating to the Decay of the Woollen 
Manufacture, the Reſult of which was that of —_ refer 
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Addreſs to his Majeſty, to cauſe ſtrict and immediate Orders 48. 16. Oo. 11. 
for the effectual putting in Execution the Laws now in Being, 1742. 
for preventing the ion of Wool or Yarn, from 8 
Great Britain and Ireland, to Foreign Parts. . Addreſs relating 
Then Mr Francis Fane preſented to the Houſe, a Bill the 0 
encouraging the ManufaQtures of Britiß and Iris Linens, 
by allowing a Bounty upon Exportation of certain Species . | 
thereof from Great Britain, which was read a firſt Time, Bll for encou- | 
and ordered a ſecond reading. | —— 
June 10. A Bill to impower the Importers or Proprietors and permitting 
of Ram, or Spirits, of the Produce of the Brit; Sugar Rum to be land- 
Plantations, to land the ſame before Payment of the Duties ©* without Pay- 
of Exciſe charged thereon, and to lodge the ſame in Ware. went of Duty. 
Houſes, at their own Expence, for a certain Time, was pre- | 
ſented by Sir John Ruſhout, read a firſt Time, and ordered x 
a ſecond Reading. | | 
Then Sir William Yonge reported to the Houſe, that his B Majegy's 
Majeſty would cauſe ſtrict and immediate Orders to be given, Anſwer to the 
for the effectual putting in Execution the Laws for preventing Addreſs relating 
the Exportation of Wool or Yarn, from Great Britain and Week 
leland, to foreign Parts, in Purſuance of their Addreis. 
Ordered a new Writ for Truro, in the Room of Janet rit for Truro. 
Hammond, Eſq; * deceas'd. | | 
A Bill for granting to his Majeſty 800,000 J. to be raiſed: annuity Bill 
by Annuities, &c. and for aſcertaining the Duties upon paſs'd. 
Quick-Silver taken as Prize, &c. was read a third Time, 
pak'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Francis Fane. 
Then Mr Sandys, by the King's Command, preſented Co- 
pies of the Remainder of the Papers relating to the Conven- 
tion, which were referred to the Committee of Secrecy. + _” 
June 16. A Bill was ordered in for farther regulating the _ 
regiſtring of Ships employed in the Plantation- Trade; and A Bill order d in 
for limiting a Time for producing Certificates to diſcharge = OY 
Plantation. Bonds given in Great Britain; for Relief of Trade, &c. 
Merchants importing Prize-Goods from America ; and for 
preventing Abuſes, which may be committed by colluſive 
Captures, made and carried into his Majeſty's Colonies there, 
during the War ; and to oblige the Claimers of Boats and 
Veſſels ſeized for unlawful Exportation of Wool, or Importa- 
ton of Goods and Merchandiſe, to give Security for Coſts ; 
ad for allowing Eaft- India Goods to be taken out of Ware- 
Houſes, to be cleaned and - refreſhed ; and that Mr Chan- 
wlhr of the Exchequer, Mr G;bbon, Mr Scrope, Mr Attorney 
Genera, Mr Sollicitor General, and Sir John Barnard do pre- 
pre and bring in the ſame. a 
Mr Carew reported the Amendments to the Bill for far- __ Bill put 
ther ot. 


* Captain Boſtawen was elected. 


IN ( / 
An. 16. Oeo. II. ther qualifying Juſtices of Peace: Then the farther 
1742+ deration of the ſaid Report was adjourned for two 
on a Diviſion, Ayes 152, Noes 1. 
A Petition of ſeveral Merchants, and others, Dealen iz | 
Cambrick, alledging, That if the Bill for encouraging the | 
ManufaQures of Britißb and Iriſb Linens paſs into a Lay 
© Petitions gin the Petitioners will be very great Sufferers, having boy 
the Linea-Bill, in foreign Parts, and paid for Parcels of Cambrigks 
which cannot be imported within the Time limited by that 
Bill; that ſhould the Petitioners import them after the Bill i; 
to take Effect, they will never be able to vend them, without 
great Loſs ; and repreſenting, that the laying a farther Da- a 
ty of c 4. 8 d. upon each whole Piece of Cambrick will not 
anſwer the Ends propoſed, but divert the Courſe of Trade, 
by taking it out of the Hands of the fair Trader, and put- 
ting it into Smugglers Hands; and praying to be heard by 
themſelves or Counſel, was referred to Committee to 
whom the ſaid Bill was committed: And it was ordered that 
the ſaid Committee do admit the Perſons, who petitioned for 
the Encouragement of the Manufacture of Linens made in 
Great Britain and Ireland, to be heard agaiuſt the laſt men- 
tioned Petition. | 55 
Jure 17. A Bill for the farther regulating the regiſtering 
of Ships imployed in the Plantation-Trade, c. [See p. 269. 
was read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond Reading. 
Then it was reſolved, that an Addreſs be preſented to his 
Majeſty: that he will, by Proclamation, or Order in Coun- 
cil, take off the Prohibitions of the AR of the 13th Year 
Acoreſs relating of his Majeſty's Reign, intituled, Av 42 for probibitin 
* Commerce with Spain, ſo far as the ſame relate to Wool aud 
Barilla, of the Product of any of the Territories of the 
King of Spain, lying or being in Earope, or of the Canary 
Iſlands belonging to the ſaid King. 
The next Day Mr Comptroller acquainted the Houſe, that 
his Majeſty will give proper Directions in Purſuance of that 
Addreſs. | 
Then a Bill to prevent the Marriage of Lunaticks, was 
Bill relating to read a third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr 
Lunaticks paſs*d. Gy bon. | 
Jure 21. A Bill for preventing the Miſchiefs which may 
= the Bill re- happen by keeping dangerous Quantities of Gunpowder in or 
wa; day Gun- near London and W eftminſter, was read the third Time, pals, 
and ſent to the Lords by Sir Robert Godſchall. |; 
June 22. A Bill to continue ſeveral Laws therein meption- 
ed, relating to the Encouragement of the making of Sail 
Cloth in Great Britain ; and for the Encouragement of the 


Silk Manufactures of this Kingdom, and relating to * 
$ 


"yy my my toy 


2 


2 2 


FEN 


EFS S III 


8 S8. 
g SS 


17 ; | 
Jars exported, was read a firſt Time, and ordered a ſecond An. +6. Geo. 11, 
: 1 


Reading. - . | 742. 
A Bill to impower the Importers or Proprietors of Rum or 
irt of the Brit; Sagar Plantations, to land the fame be- A Bill for im- 
fore Payment of the Duties of Exciſe, c. As alſo another Verne Rum x 
for the more effectual preventing the counterfeiting of the 
current Coin of this Kingdom, were ſeverally read the third Another relating 
Time, paſs'd, 2 to the Lords. = ._ to the C 
une 23. A Bill for farther regula e Plantation- 
— A Alſo a Bill to revive and — ſeveral Laws, hd 
c. [See p. 271.] were ſeverally read a third Time, paſi d, tion- Trade: 
and ſent to the Lords by Mr Henry 1 
ue 24. Ordered a new Writ for the Borough of $ 
*. in the 7 — Charles — Eſq; * deceas d. * 1 
unt 28. A Bi granting to his Majeſty an additional And ing a 
2 on foreign Cambricks, c. was — third Time, Dary on. Foray 
pa'd, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Philips. — 
The Houſe reſumed the adjourned Confideration of the 
Report of the Bill, touching the Election of Members of | 
Parliament, and to reſtrain the Partiality of returning Offi- Returning Om-. 
cers ; then a Motion being made, and the Queſtion put, that cers Bill en- 
the ſaid Bill be recommitted, it paſſed in the Negative, Ayes Broſs d. 
44, Noes 57 : And the Bill, with the Amendments, was or- 
dered to be engroſſed. 
June 29. - Bill to explain and amend an Act of the 
13th Year of his Majeſty's Reign, intituled, 4» 44 for 
amending and enforcing the Laws, q — to Rogues, —— bb ns _ 
bids, Sc. was read a third Time; and a Motion being 
mide, and the Queſtion put, that the ſaid Bill do paſs, it 
was reſolved in the Negative by 80 againſt 77. 
Then Mr Carew reported from the Committee of the 
whole Houſe, to whom the Petition of Thomas Stephens, 
Agent in Behalf of the People of Georgia, was commit- 
led, the following Reſolutions of the ſaid Committee. | 
I. That the Province of Georgia, by Reaſon of its Si- , 
uation, may be an uſeful Barrier to the Brit; Provinces on Reſolutions re- 
tne Continent of America, againſt the French and Spaniards, — 22 
and the Indian Nations in their Intereſts. a. 
II. That the Ports and Harbours within the ſaid Province 
15 — a great Security to the Trade and Navigation of this 
ingdom. Yo | 
III. That the ſaid Province, by Reaſon of the Fertility 
of the Soil, the Healthfulneſs of the Climate, and the Con- 
rnience of the Rivers, is a proper Place for eſtabliſhing a 
element, and may contribute greatly to the encreaſing of 
ae Trade of this Kingdom. | 
IV. That 


George Pitt, Eſq; was choſen, 
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As. 26: Ces 11. IV. That it is very neceſſary: and advanitageons/t9 thi 
1742 Nation, that the Colony of Georgia ſhould be preſerved/and 


to the C 


V. That it will be an Advantage to Colony of Ger. 

gia, to permit the Importation of Rum into the ſaid Colony 

from any other of the Briti Colonie. "3 

VI. That the Petition of T Stephens contains. falſe, 

ſcandalous, and malicious Charges, tending. to the 

Characters of the Traſtees for efeplithing the 68d — 
Georgia. * A ES 

All which Reſolutions were, upon the Queſtion put there. 

—— upon, agreed to by the Houſe, and the F Theme, de . 

was reprimanded by Mr Speaker for his Offence. 

June 30. An ingroſſed Bill to continue ſeveral Laws, for 

the Encouragement of the making of Sail-Cloth, c. was T 

read a third Time, paſs'd, and ſent to the Lords by M 

Henry Archer. 

The Serjeant at Arms having ſummoned the Members, ( 

farther Report from the Com- B 


1 


Farther R 
born che Sho” the Lord Limerick m 


Committee pre- mittee of Secrecy, which being read, a Motion was made, 
ſented, | and the Queſtion put, that the ſaid Report, with the Appen- m 
dix, be printed; and the previous Queſtion being put there- 


upon, it paſſed in the Negative, without a Diviſion. 

Faly 1. An ingroſſed Bill from the Lords, For explaining 

an Ad made in the 14th Year of bis preſent Majefly, intituled, Cl 

An AZ to render the Laws more effeual for preventing the W 

Healing and deflroying of Sheep and other Cattle, was read a Li 

firſt Time, and ordered - ſecond Reading. 2 0 

Ordered a new Writ for the City of London, in the Room 0 

wen, Sir Rebere Gedſchall, dass d ©. bi 

Jiu 6. An ingroſſed Bill to explain and amend the Laws | 

touching the Elections of Members, and to reſtrain the Far- 

tiality, and regulate the Conduct of returning Officrs, was 7 

Returning Offi- read the third Time, and paſs'd : On a Diviſion, Ayes 93, Ge 

cers Bill, and Noes 92, and ſent to the Lords by Mr Palteney, where it was : 
| dtrop'd. 

A Bill from the Lords, For the more effectual preventing 

Perfons from aſſiſiing Priſoners to eſcape from their Confa- 

ment, was read a firit Time, and order'd a ſecond Reading. 


Sheepftealing Bill July 7, The Bill from the Lords, For explaining the 43 43 
paſs d. relating to »beepftealing, was read a third Time, and paſs d 6 
with ſome Ameudments, and ſent back to the Lords by Mr : 
Thomas Gore. \ 
July 13. Ordered a new Writ for the Univerſity of Can- F 
bridge, in the Room of the Hon. Edward Finch, Eiq; f bs, 

| ap- 


„William Calvert, Eſq; was elected. + He was re- elected withos 
Oppoſition. | 
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zypointed one of the Grooms of the Bed Chamber to his An. 6. gs l. 
jeſty. e | 44. 
1 or Cockirtiouth, in the Room of the Hon. Pilliam Finch, — 
Eq; made Vice Chamberlain to bie Majffty's Houſbold. e, Wise 
For Grampound, in the Room of Danit! Boone, Eid! ap- the room ar 
pointed Commiſſary General of the Muſters, Members pie 
For the City of Terk, in the Room bf Edward Thompſon, ſerr d. 
Eſq; deceas'd. | | 
And for the Devizes, in the Room of Francis Eyles, Eſq; 
pointe! Super-Intendent of his Majeſty's Founderies. 
The next Day new Writs were iſſued for Dorchefter, in 
the Room of Nathaniel! Gundry, Eſq; appointed one of 
his Majeſty's Counſel learned in the Law. | 
For Rippon, in the Room of the Hon. Henry Fant, Eſq; * 
made Vice-Treaſurer, Receiver-General, and Paymaſter- 
General of Ireland. | * 
For the Shire of Edinbirgh; in the Room of Sir Charles 
Gilmour, Bart. appointed Pay-Maſter of his Majetty's 6 
Board of Works. ; | Sz” . 
For Chrift-Church, in the Room of Edward Hooper, Eſq; * 
made Paymaſter of divers annual Bounties and Penfions. 
And for the County of Middle/ex, in the Room of the 
Rt Hon. William Pulteney, Eſq; created Earl of Bath. 
At the ſame Time a Reverſionary Patent of the Office of 
Chief Remembrancer of the Court of Exchequer in 1reland, 
was granted to the Hon. James Hamilton, Son to the Lord 


Limerich. 


July 15. A new Writ ifſued for Orford, in the Room of 
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om the Hon. wen” nu. Eſq; * appointed Surveyor-General of 
his Majeſty's Woods on the North and South Side of Trent. 
- The ſame Day the King came to the Houſe of Peers, and _ 
ol gave the Royal Aſſent to Eleven Publick and Four private 
93 Bills: After which his Majeſty made the following moſt 


Gracious Speech to both Hoaſes. 
My Lords and Gentlemen, N ; | 
P HIS Seſſion of Parliament has been drawn out in- ; Speoch & 
n to fo unuſual a Length, and the Seaſon of the > * 
* Year is ſo far advanced, that I am perſuaded, you are all to the Seffion, 
very defirous.of a Receſs. | EYE 4 
* 1 acquainted you, at the Beginning of the Seſſion, with 
Vor. XIII. N n * my 
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77 
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* They were all re- elected without Oppofition; George Fox, Elq; 
ru choſen for Vork; as was alſo Dr George Lee, whoſe Seat became 
want by being made a Commiſſioner of the Admiralty, for the Devizes, 
Nat of Capt, Eyles ; and Sir Roger Newdigate was elected for 


1742. 


An. 16. Ce. II.“ my Endeavours to bring about an Accommodation Ye 
* tween thoſe Princes, whoſe Union was moſt neceſſary in 
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* this critical Conjuncture. The Treaty, lately concluded 
between the Queen of Hungary and the King of Pruſſia, 


under my Mediation, and ſo highly to the Honour of 


% Great Britain, muſt undoubtedly produce the beſt Con- 
* ſequences to the common Cauſe. 

© The Succeſſes which have attended the Auſtrian Arms 
in Germany, the Conjunction of the King of Sardinia's 
Forces with thoſe of the Queen of Hungary in Za, the 


« preſent favourable Diſpoſition of the States General and 


of other great Powers, are, under God, chiefly owing 


** to the generous Aſſiſtance afforded by this Nation to its 


« ancient and natural Allies. | 

* Theſe happy Events cannot fail to give Encoura 
« to our Friends, and to eltabliſh the Reputation of our 
Strength, and our juſt Influence Abroad. 


If, for the farther Support and Defence of the Queen 
« of Hungary, and to reſtore and ſecure the Ballance of 
« Power, ſo particularly recommended to me by my Far- 
« liament, it ſhould become neceſſary for me to contract 
* new Engagements, or to enter into farther Meaſures, I 
* rely upon your Zeal and Perſeverance, in ſo juſt a Cauſe, 
„to enable me to make them good. 

« In the midſt of theſe extenſive Tranſactions, I have 
* been, and ſhall continue to be, attentive to the Proſecu- 
tion of the War againſt Spain with the utmoſt Vigour ; 
* which is of the greateſt Importance to the Trade and 
© Navigation of my Subjects; the Encouragement and Pro- 


* tection whereof, ſhall be one of my principal Cares, 


Gentlemen of the Houſe of Commons, | 


« The Zeal, Unanimity, and Diſpatch, with which 
* have given ſuch large Supplies, for the Service of the 
current Year, demand my particular Thanks, and are 


5 freſh Proofs of your Duty to me, and of your Concern 


C for the true Intereſt of your Country. The Succeſs, with 
© which theſe Supplies have been raiſed, muſt convince all 
* the World of the eſtabliſhed Credit of this Nation. 


M Lords and Gentlemen, 


* T have the juſteſt Confidence in the AﬀeRions of my 
« People; which I ſhall not fail to. cultivate, by a conſtant 
« Care of their Rights and Liberties, and by promoting 


* their Proſperity and Happineſs. - Let it be your Endes- 


* 


« your, 
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« your, in your reſpective Countries, to make theſe my An. 26. Geo. II. 
„good Intentions rightly underſtood ; to calm and heal 1742. 
all Animoſities and Diviſions ; to ſupport my Authority 
« and Government ; and to preſerve the Peace and good Or- 
« der of the Kingdom.” 


Then the Lord Chancellor, by his Majeſty's Command, Proventiin of 
rogued the Parliament to the 16th of Seprember, They the Pan liament. 
were afterwards further prorogued to the 16th of Nowember, 
on which Day his Majeſty open'd the Second Seſſion: The 
Hiſtory whereof will be publiſhed with all convenient Expe- 
dition. 


— 
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Publick ACTS paſs'd during the Firſt 
Seſſion of the Third Parliament of King 
George II. | 


Ac Act, For continuing the Duties upon Malt, Mum, 
Cyder, and Perry, for the Service of the Year 1742. 
an Act to repeal ſo much of an Act paſſed lait Seſſion, 
er the Preſercation of the Public Roads in England, as 
"lire: Perſons not travelling for Hire to make uſe of Mag- 
firs git Wheels bound with Streaks or Tyre of a certain 
Breadth, or the faid Streaks to be faſtened with Nail; of a 
MMR Sixt. 

An AG, For granting to his Majeſiy a certain Sum out of 
i Sinking Fund, towards the Supply for the Year 1742. 

An Act, For puniſping Mutiny and Deſertion, &C. 

An Act, For laving a Duty of Tao Pennies Scots, upon 
Fer; Scots Pint ef Als and Beer brewed for Sale, brought 
r toffed, er feld within the Torn of Kirkaldy, and 
erties thereof. | 
An Act, Fer explaining, amending, and making more ef- 
«nal Two At of Pariiament, for creching Work houſes, 
742 Nn 2 and 


UE 


6. Geo. II, and Houſer of Correction, in the Town of Kingſton apon Hub,” 
. for the E . 


1742. 
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- 
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nt and Maintenance of the Poor there. © 
An AR, For granting a Land Tax, for the Service 97 
the Year 1742. | hs 
An AQ, Relating to the rebuilding the Church of St Ca. 
therine Coleman, in Fenchurch-Street, in the City of London, 
An AR, For eſtabliſhing an Agreement with the Govirny 
and Company of the Bank of England, for advancing the ö 
Sum of 1,600,000 1. towards the Supply for the Service of } 
the Year 1742. | | A p 
An Act, To render more eſfectual an Ad made in the 
Ninth and Tenth Years of King William the Third, For of 
erecting Hoſpitals and Workhouſes within the Town of I 
Colchefter, for the better employing and maintaining the 
Poor thereof, 5 | | on 
An AQ, For granting to his Majeſſy the Sum of 800,000, al 
to be raiſed by Annuities transfirrable at the Bank of Eng- an 
land; and for aſcertaining the Cuſtoms and Duties upon 
Duickfikver taken as Prize during the preſent War ; and fir 
the farther appropriating the Supplies granted in this Seſſim an 
of Parliament. . nic 
An AQ, To prevent the counterfeiting of Gold and Silver ob 
Lace ; and for ſettling and adjuſting the Proportions of fine W 
Silver and Silk ; and for the better making of Gold and 05 
Silver Thread. ; | WW 
An AQ, To indemnify Perſons who have omittted to qua- | 
lify themſelves for Offices, Emplozments, and Promotions, 
within the Time limited by Law; and for allowing fartber Cit 
Time for that Purpoſe. 
An AR, To exclude certain Officers from being Member; Pe 
of the Houſe of Commons. | 5. 
An AR, For ſecuring to John Byrom, M. A. the fol rer 
Right of publiſhing, for a certain Term of Years, the Art 
and Method of Short-hand, invented by him. bf 
An Act, To empower the Fuftices of the Peace of a Li. terg 
berty or C orporation, to commit Offenders to the Houſe of the 


<<  _ =x ns. ww .,.ce 


Correction of the County, Riding, or Diviſion, in which ſuch Gre 
Liberty or Corporation is ſituate. bely 
An Act, To impower the Importers or Proprietors of Run brit 

or Spirits of the Britiſh Sugar Plantations to land the ſame Fel 
before Payment of the Duties of Exciſe charged thereon, and A 
to lodge the ſame in Warehouſes at their own Expence ; and of t 
for the Relief of Ralph Barrow, in reſpect to the Duty n rend 
Jom?e Rock Salt, loft by the Overfſewing of the Rivers Weave! and 
and Dane. A 
An AQ, For the better enabling the Commiſſuner: fir A 


building a Bridge croſ+ the River Thames, from the ＋ 
N . — . : 


062277 


1 finiſs the faid Bridge, and to performs the other Truſts re- 
wed in them, and for enlarging the Time for exchanging of 
Tickets unclaimed in the laſt Lottery for the laid Bridge, 
and to make Provifion for Tickets in the ſaid Lottery, 77 
bunt, or otherwiſe deſtroyed. <P 1 2 

An Act, For the more effectual preventing any Cloth, or 
Woollen Goods * upon the Rack, or Tenters, or any 
Molln Yarn, or Wooll left out to dry, from being flolen, 
gr taken away in the Night-time. * ä 

An Act, For the more effectual preventing the counterfeitng 
of the current Coin of this Kingdom, and the uttering or 
paying of falſe or counterfrit Coin. = 

An At, For granting to his Majefly an additional Duty 
in foreign Cambricks, imported into Great Britain; and for 
allewing thereout, a Bounty upon certain Species of Britiſh 
and Iriſh Linens exported. 

An Act, To prevent the Marriage of Lunatichs. 

An Act, For farther regulating the Plantation Trade; 
and for Relief of Merchants importing Prize Goods from Ame- 
rica, and for preventing collufive Captures there ; and for 
obliging the Claimers of Fefſels ſeized for Exportation of 
Woll, or any unlawful Importation, to give Security for 
Coſts; and for allowing Eaſt India Goods to be taken out of 
Warehouſes, in order to be cleaned and refreſhed. 

An Act, For preventing the Miſchiefs which may happen 
y keeping dangerous Quantities of Gunpowder in or near the 
Cities of London and Weſtminſter. 

An Act, To revive ſeveral As for the Puniſhment of 
Perſons deſtroying Turnpikes or Locks, or other Works erected 
t Authority of Parliament, and for other Purpoſes therein 
mentioned; and to continue ſeveral As relating to Rice, to 
Frauds in tbe Cuſtoms, to the clandeſſine Running of Goods, 
end to Copper Ore of the Britiſh Plantations ; and for ex- 
terding the Liberty given by the Ad of the Twelfth Year of 
the Reign of his preſent. Majeſty, for carrying Sagar of the 
Growth of the Britiſh Sugar Colonies in America, in Ships 
belonging to any of his Majeſty's Subjes reſiding in Great 
britain, and nawigated according to Law ; and for the mare 
ffetual preventing the cutting of Star or Bent. 

An Act, To explain an Ad made in the Fourteenth Year 
ef the Reign of his preſent Majefly, intituled, An AQ to 
render the Laws more effectual for preventing the ſtealing 
ad deſtroying of Sheep and other Cattle. 

An Act, To continue ſeveral Laws for the Encouragement 
if the making of Sail. Clath in Great Britain, and of the Silk 
Manifatures of this Kingdom ; and for allowing a * 

c 


if Weſtminſter to the oppoſite Shore in the County of Surrey, An. 16. Geo: K. 


. An. 26. Geo. H. act on the Exportation of Copper Bars ; au 10 
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Clauſe of an Af made in the laſt Seffim of Par lan, „ 
probibit the Exportation of Corn, and other Things ther, 
mentioned; and to give farther Time for the Payment of 
Duties omitted to be paid for the Indentures and Contrag, 
of Clerks and Apprentices. | 
Alſo to Eight Acts relating to the Repairing the following 
Roads, viz. From Wendover to Buckingham: Alf, beta, 
the Horſeſhoe Houſe, in the Pariſh of Stoke Goldington 
Co. Bucks, and the Town of Northampton, and the Roa 
from the North Bridge of Newport Pagnal, Co. Bucks, 
tbe Horſeſhoe Houſe. Alſo, From Bromſgrove 1% Dudley, 
Co. Worceſter ; and from Bromſgrove to Birmingham, C. 
Warwick. Likewiſe, The Highways between Tyburn and 
Uxbridge, Co. Middleſex ; and from Brent-Bridge, over 
Hanwell Heath, #brough the Pariſhes of Han well, New 
Brentford, and Ealing, to the great Weſtern Road in th 
ſaid County. Alſo, From Sheet Bridge in the Parifo if 
Petersfield, to Portſmouth, Co. Southampton. Likewiſe, 
From Cirenceſter Town's-End to St John's Bridge, Co. Glou- 
ceſter. Alſo, From Stump-Croſs to Newmarket-Heath, and 


"the Town of Cambridge; and from Foulmire to Cambridge. 


Likewiſe, From Ledbury, Co. Hereford, to the ſeveral Plaws 


therein mentioned. 


And to 46 Private Bills. 
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OF THE 


Secret Committee, 


Appointed to Inquire into the Conduct of 


Robert Earl of Orford. 


With the APPENDIXES. 
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A REPORT from the COMMIT- 
TEE of SECRECY, appointed to en- 
quire into the Conduct of ROBERT 
Earl of OR FORD, during the laſt Ten 
Tears of his being Firſt Commiſfroner of 


the Treaſury, and Chancellor and Under- 
Treaſurer of his Majeſty's Exchequer. 


| * OUR committee finding themſelves obſtrufted in An. 15. Ces. 


their Enquiry, by the Obſtinacy of Mr. Nicholas 1742. 
Paxton upon his ſeveral Examinations, are under a 

Neceſſity of A r whole Tranſaction before the Houſe, 
(together with a State of his Behaviour, as Solicitor of 
the Treaſury and a public Accomptant) as alſo an Account 
of the Behaviour of Gwyn Yaughan Eſquire, on his Exami- 
nation. 

Your Committee now think proper, in order to avoid Re- 
petition, to acquaint the Houſe, that, in purſuance of their 
Orders, all the Perſons examined before the ſaid Committee, 
were examined in the moſt ſolemn Manner; and Mr. Mi- 
4 Gibbons being examined, ſaid, he was Agent to Jole Account of the 
Boteler Eſquire, who ſtood Candidate at the Election for a q,yer, Anno 
Member of Parliament for the Borough of Wendover in the 1735; 
County of Bucks, in 1735 3 that Mr. Boteler did, the Sa- Examination of 
urday Night before it came on, adviſe with the Examinant, Mr Gibbons re- 
what was proper to be done ; that the Examinant told him, ming Gs: 
Nothing could be done without 5 or 600 /. that on this, he 
believes, Mr Boteler told him, that he had not ſo much Mo- 
ney, but he would write a Letter to Mr Paxton ; that the 
next Morning one Mr Jabn Jones. who was a Friend of Mr 
Biteler, was ſent to London, and returned on the Monday 
Morning to Wendover, and on his Return told the Exami- 
nant, that he had delivered a Letter to Mr Paxton, and Mr 
Paxton had given him 500 /. he having at the ſame Time in 
dis Hand a great Number of Bank Notes, which he told the 
Examinant was the 500 J. in Queſtion, and which he imme- 
diately carried in to Mr Boteler, who ſoon after came out, 
and informed the Examinant the 500 J. was come. 

Mr Jobn Jones, being examined, ſaid, that he had no And of Mr Jones 
lntereſt in the Borough of Wendover, but was employed by 
Mr Beteler as a Friend; that, before the Day of the Electi- 
dn, Mr Boteler deſired the Examinant to go to Town with a 
Letter to Mr Nicholas Paxton for Money ; that he found Mr 

1742, a | Paxton 
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2 Report of th SECRET COMMIT TEE 
An. 15. Geo. II. Paten at Fulbam, and gave him the Letter, and Mr par- 
4% , ton, on reading it, deſired che Examinant to meet him the 
next Day at er Williams's Coffge-houle ; that he did 
meet him accordingly, and Mr Paxtan gave him u Parcel of 
Money (of which the greateſt Part, if not che whole, was 
in Bank: Notes) and told him, on delivering it, Here is your 
* Anſwer,” the Sum, he believes, might be about $00 /, 
that he carried it the ſame Morning to Wizdover, and deli. 
vered the ſame, or the greateſt Part thereof, to Mr. Buell. 
hn Boteler, John Boteler, Eſquire, being examined, ſaid, that when he 
qz examined ſtood Candidate at Wendover, in 1735, he did, on Occafion | 
of that Election, and not long before it, make an Acquain- | 
tance with Mr Paxton Sollicitor to the Treafury ; that the | 
Examinant was puſhed at the Election, and wanted Money, 
and thinking he had ſome Pretenſions to Favour, on Account 
of his having been ill uſed in his former Election, and know. | 
ing Mr Paxton was a Perſon about the Treaſury that might 
have an Intereſt where the Money might be had, the Exz- } 
minant, as he could not come away from Wendover without 
Money to defray his Charges, ſent Mr Jobn Jones to Londen, 0 
with a Meſſage to Mr Paxton for Money, which Meſſage, a 
the Examinant believes, was a Letter for 500 J. that Mr þ 
Jones returned with the Money to the Examinant a little be- 
fore the Election; that the Examinant did never give either 
Bond, Note, or Receipt for the Money, nor has Mr Paztor 0 
at any Time ſince made a Demand either of the Money, or 
any Security for the ſame, nor did he confider himſelf as a * 
Debtor for the Sum thus received. . | th 
And Mr P.xton Mr Nicholas Paxton being examined, ſaid, that he know 
Mr Fohn Jones very well, and has known him for ſome bi 
Years ; that he likewiſe knows Mr Boteler, formerly a Can- th 
didate at Vendover, and has known him ſeveral Years ; he ne 
believes, that Mr Boteler ſtood Candidate for Wendover in ne 
os Year 1735, but that he was not an Agent for Mr Bute th 


V. 

Mr Paxton being further aſked, if he advanced any Money Bi 
to Mr Jones, on the Account of Mr Bote/er, about the Time of 
of that Election? | 1 che 

He faid, © I will not anſwer that Queſtion, as it may tend the 
* to accuſe myſelf. | Pro 
The Committee deſired he would conſider of it. To which 
he anſwered, 43 2 B 
I defire no Time to conſider of it.“ ur 
Then he was ordered to withdraw. Pa; 
Ard being again called in, the Queſtion was read to him, Wi 
and he was informed by the Chairman, that it was the uns- ir 
nimous Opinion of the Committee, that an Anſwer to thi Cont 


Relating to ROBERT EH ORFORD. 3 
Queſtion did not tend to accuſe himſelf, and therefore the An. 15. Geo. II. 
Committee did infiſt on an Anſwer. To which 1742. 
He ſaid, I defire to be excuſed . — ä —' 
Then he was again ordered to withdraw. 
And — again called in, the Chairman repeated the 
Queſtion to him, and informed him, that the Committee did 
inſiſt on an yo and y_ not excuſe him. To whi 
He ſaid, © I will not an that Queſtion ;- and perſiſting 
in his Refuſal, was ordered to — 1. 6 ; 
Mr Paxton being, on the next Day, taken into the Cuſto- 
dy of the Serjeant at Arms, by Order of the Houſe, was on 
the Day following brought before the Committee, in order 
to be examined, and being again aſked, if he did advance any 
Money to Mr John Jones, on the Account of Mr Boteler, 
about the Time of the Election at Wendover, in the Year 
1735? | 
"He ſaid, © I adhere to my former Anſwer ;* upon which 
he was ordered to withdraw. 
And being again called in, the Chairman by the Direction 
of the Committee, repeated the ſame Queſtion to him, and 
acquainted him, that they expected he ſhould give a poſitive 
Anſwer thereto. Upon which | 
He ſaid, If you will have me give a poſitive Anſwer, I 
do ſay, I will not anſwer that Queſtion, as it may tend to 
* accuſe myſelf.” 
Your Committee in the next Place, proceeded to examine 
Mr Richard Banks, late Partner with Mr Paxton, who ſaid, p,mination of 
that he became a Partner in Bufineſs with the ſaid Mr Pax- Me Beni 12 
tm, about the Year 1731 or 1732, and continued to act with ing to the 
him as ſuch, till within theſe” four or five Years ; that in ouch of Orford, 
their private Buſineſs he, Banks, generally received the Mo- 
ney from the Clients, tho? not always; that in other Buſi- 
neſs, which he apprehended related to the Public, he gave 
the Bills to Mr Paxton, who allowed them to the Exami- 
nant upon Account, as Money ; that the Examinant had one 
Bill of near 3000 J. for Proſecutions relating to the Borough 
of Orford in Suffolk, in which Mr John Lawton, of the Ex- 
chequer, appeared to be the Client ; that Mr Lawton paid 
the Examinant ſeveral hundred Pounds for carrying on this 
Proſecution, and ſometimes he had Money for the ſame Par- 
pole from Mr Paxton, for which the Examinant gave him 
a Receipt ; but this was, for the moſt Part, when Mr Law- 
tur was out of the Way, and when they met again, Mr 
Fare uſually gave up ſuch Receipts to the Examinant, 
#:0 then gave Mr Lawton others in Lieu thereof; that twice 
Mr Maſterman received Coſts from Mr Maxon who was 
concerned on the other Side, about 200 J. the firſt, and a- 
bout 300 J. the ſecond Time, and theſe Coſts being allowed 
I742. a 2 to 
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An. 15. Geo. II. to the Examinant by Mr Maflermas, who taxed the Bills, 
174%. the Examinant gave Mr Lauten a Receipt to their Am 
and, the Examinant believes, that he gave no Receipt to any 
Perſon, except as aforeſaid, for Money advanced in this Af. 
fair, but to Mr Lawton, from whom moſt of the 
came”; that at firſt the Examinant did not know whether this 
Proſecution was a public or private one, but he did at lait be- 
lieve it was anſwered by Public-Money ; that it was under. 
ſtood by all Mr Lawton's Friends, as the Examinant believes, 
that the ſaid Proſecutions were carried on with Public · Mo- 
ney, and that Mr Lawton did not bear the Expence thereof; 
that the Examinant, being at Bury, was one Evening i 


in 
Company with Mr Prime and Mr Lawton, when Mr Prin- 
took Occaſion to talk to Mr Lawton, as not thinking he had 
received enough in that Cauſe, Mr Lawton told Mr Prin- 
that Mr Banks had Orders to fee him handſomely, and aſked 
_ Banks, what he had given him, who anſwered; five Guineas 
on each Information ; and the Examinant infornied the Com- ry, 
mittee, that there were ſeveral Informations ; he further he 1 
added, that Mr Prime ſaid to Mr Lawton, I do not doubt, told 
but this is an Exchequer, or Treaſury-Proſecution (one or the 
other Expreſſion the Examinant was ſure of) Mr Lawwtos then 
ſaid to Mr Prime, Why do you aſk me that Queſtion ? Mr 
Prime replied, I ſee there is Abundance of Care taken in 
theſe Proſecutions, and a Thing carried on by a private Purſe 
would ſcarce have had two Sollicitors ; that thereupon 

Words paſſed between Mr Lawtoz and Mr Prime, and 
at laſt Mr Lawton, ſaid to him, I aſſure you, there has been 
no Money diſburſed hitherto, but what has been out of my 
* Pocket, but I do not pretend to ſay, I ſhall not bereimburſed 
© it again; that the Examinant has ſometimes jocularly aſked 
Mr Paxton, if theſe Proſecutions were not on the Public Ac- 
count, but that Mr Paxton has been on the Reſerve, and 
evaded it by telling the Examinant, What is that to you, 
* as long as you are paid? that there remains Seven hun- 
dred and odd Pounds unpaid of the Bill for theſe Proſecuti- 
ons: That Mr Paxtoz has likewiſe charged himſelf with ano- 
And alfo as to a ther Bill of the Examinants as Money in an Accompt * to pals 
— in the between them in a Proſecution againſt a News- Writer for de- 
Poſt, regedting faming Sir Charles Gonter Nichol, juſt after his Death, for 
on Sir C. G. Ni having accepted of a red Ribbon; that Counſellor Chute re- 
. commended Mr Paxton to Lady Nichol, and Mr Paxton gave 
Orders to the Examinant for this Proſecution ; and that a 
good while afterwards, the Examinant aſked Mr Chute, who 
he ſhould make out the Bill to ; that Mr Chute told the Ex- 
: aminant, 


The Paragraph in the London Evening - Poſt was to this Effect, In 
6 his early Days he acted like a Man of Honour, and a true Friend to bus 
© Country, but he changed his Principles for a Red Ribbon, and voted for 
© that pernicious Project, the Exc 18 x. 
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Relating 0 ROBERT Ear ORFORD. 5 
.ninant, that he ſhould be no Loſer by it, but that he thought A. 17. Geo. II. 
it was to coſt Lady Nichol Nothing ; and that he apprehend- *. 
Mr Paxton was to pay it ; on which the Examinant went — 
to Mr Paxton, who at firſt made a little Demur about it, but 

iter a while he did agree to allow the Bill to paſs in Ac- - 

count, as aforeſaid; but the Examinant never did a 

i to be at Mr Paxton's own Expence ; nor doth the Exami- 

nant know, that Mr Pato ever charged himſelf with the 

Examinant's Bills as Money, before he had actually received 

them, unleſs in what the Examinant apprehends was diſ- 

charged with Public Money ; but that Mr Paxton has en- 

zaged himſelf under his Hand, to anſwer for the before- 

mentioned Bills as Money in his Account with the Exami- 


N 


rant. | 
Mr Leonard Martin, who has been Partner with his Fa- Examination of 

ther-in-Law, Mr Paxton, ſince Michaelmas 1737, being ex- Mr Martin, re- 

mined, ſaid, that he was concerned for the Borough of Rad. Sling > 3 new 

ir, but not till they came to apply for a new Charter; that Borough 

he received his DireQions from Thomas Lewis Eſquire, who nor. — 

old the Examinant, as he believes, that he ſhould be paid by 

the Government; that he conſulted Mr Paxton, as. well as 

Mr Lewis, and, to the beſt of his Remembrance, Mr Lewis 

told him, Mr Paxton was to pay him; that the Examinant's 

Bill for ſolliciting, and paſſing the new Charter, and for de- 

ending three Informations in the Nature of 2 Warrant, 

zzinſt three Members of the Corporation, was 1284 J. of 

which upwards of 1200/. was on Account of paſling the 

Charter, and it was paid him by Mr Paxton above a Year 

290 ; that this new Charter was for an Incorporation, the 

dd Corporation being broke up by Proſecutions and Judg- 

nents of Ouſter ; that he apprehends the Petitioners for this 

Charter were only Perſons ſet up by Mr Lewis ; ſor he was 

the Perſon that had it at Heart, and who chiefly ſollicited, 

and puſhed it forwards. | 
Thomas Lewis Eſquire, a Member of this Houſe, being ex- And of Thomas 

mined, ſaid, that he applied to have the Expences of an Lewis, Eſq; 

ntended new Charter for the Borough of Radnor born by the — * 

Crown ; that he had a favourable Anſwer ; and believes Mr * 

Paxton has told him, he had Directions to take Care of it; 

tat Mr Martin acted as Sollicitor in procuring and ng 

de Charter, and furniſhed the Money for that Purpoſe ; but 
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e be Examinant believes, Mr Paxton paid Mr Martin again; 
T Wat the Examinant paid ſome Fees to the Counſel for attend- 
ho lip the Attorney and Sollicitor General in this Affair, which 
Er- Wounted to about 40 or 501 ; that he delivered a Bill for 


ite ame to Mr Paxton, who repaid him ; that Mr Paxton 
nue iame Manner ſupported the Experce of defending three 
toraations which were brought during the paſſing of the 
Charter 
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8 Reire of the SECRET COMMITYE# 
Aa. 15. Geo. 11. Charter, againſt the Bailiff and two Aldermen of Rude, 


| | the 

. 2742. on which Informations they were ouſted from their 
H and Aldermen. anne er * 
Account of M1 Your Committee proceeded, in the next Place, to en. fu 
Fanten's I mine into Mr Patin Behaviour as a publick A —_— 
Accent. and find, that he entred on his Office of Sollicitey of , 4; 
Treaſury on the 22d'of December 1530; from Which Time of 

till the Month of Fuly t734; being four” Years and up: | 

wards, they find that he had paſſed no Aecount, nor wa 1 

he in Readineſs to paſs the ſame ] for it appears to%your WIN rot 

: Committee, that, on the zd of Ju 1734, he procured 4 d 
= | | Warrant from the Treaſury for ſtopping Proceſs «till the WW 5. 
Hillary Term following, ; but it does not appear to your BY all 

Committee, that, ſince that Time, Proceſs has ever been ran 

revived againſt him, or that any other Steps were taken to. Wl fu 

" wards his paſſing any Account, till about twelve Months ' 

ago, when his Account, ending the 22d of December 1732, 

was deliver'd-into the Auditor's Office. | lth 

That, beſides the Account juſt mentioned, there is another WW le 

of Mr Paxton's ending the 22d of December 1734, now un- 20d 

der Examination, which was delivered in to the ſaid Office ney 

laſt April was twelve Months; there lies alſo before the Mr 

Auditor a third Account, ending the 22d of December 1746, WM char 

which was delivered in the 8th Day of F. laſt. 107 

And your Committee find, that, on the 8th of F lick 

laſt, a State of the Account of Mr Paxton, from the 22d of WW 94. 

December 1730, (the Day of his Appointment to his Office) ſt 

to the 22d of December 1732, amounting to the Sum of WW Sum 

28,235 J. 009 d. 4. and the Diſcharge whereof amounted BW ler, 

to 26,630 J. 45. 5 d. was ſubmitted to the Lords of the de 

Treaſury by Mr Edward Bangham, Deputy-Auditor, who WW nute 

has obſerved at the Foot of the Account, that for 3251 1 ther, 

17 . Part of the Cravings of the ſaid Mr Paxton, no Ne. B 

ceipts, or Bills of the Particulars, were produced; and that WW vhat 

it appears by the Warrant of the Treaſury, which direct the Acco 
Accomptant's Allowance of 500 J. per Annum, payable ont , 

of the Exchequer, that the ſaid Allowance is to be, as well BW par: 

in lieu of Termly, and other Fees and Allowances; Which 8 77e, 

he might claim for his own Pains and Service, as for Clerks, * fi 

Coach: hire, and ſuch other the like Charges, incident w 4. 

the Execution of the ſaid Office ; but that it is alledged by WM lep 

the Accomptant, that the Services before mentioned are WM 07 » 

foreign to his Buſineſs as Sollicitor of the Treaſury ; and that N Gated 

he was directed, by ſpecial Orders, to attend the ſame ; e 

the greateſt Part of which were before his Appointment, i 'roce 

and required his Attendance in the Country; and it e 


pears, that this State of the ſaid Account, though it bean 
Date on the 8th of February, was not in Fact — 


lui t: ROBERT Earl f'ORFORD 7 
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meſe Obſervations laid before the Commiſſioners of the Trea- » 
fury by the Deputy Auditor of the Impreſt, they did, the 
very lame Morning, iſſue their Warrant to one of the Au- 
liters of the Imprelt, to authorize the paſſing and allowing 


85 S 


im of the ſaid Account. AA t 

up- Bat though, by this Means, the — did grant to 

Was Mr Paxton all the Favour in their Power, his Accounts are 

your WY rot yet paſſed ; for they muſt be firſt declared, and the De- 
d 4 caration is the judicial Act of the Chancellor of the Exche- 


qr ; in which he can-reviſe, and, if he ſees Cauſe, dif- 
allow them or any part of them, notwithſtanding the War- 
rant of the Treaſury, and the Allowance of the Auditor, 
funded thereon. | | 
Your Committee finding, that Mr Paxton bad actually 
paſſed no Account, during the whole Time of his being Sol- 
licitor to the Treaſury, proceeded to enquire, whether any 
ge Sums of publick Money had been intruſted to him, 
ad find, that he ſtands Inſuper 5. 382 J. 18 . 1 d. for Mo- 
ey paid over to him by Mr Cratcherade, when the faid 
Mr Paxton was his Aſſiſtant; they alſo find, that he ſtands 
charged upon the. Impreſt Rolls with a Sum of 89,314 J. 
195, 2 d. 4. upon Account; ſo that the whole Sum of pub- 
ick Money, with which he ſtands charged, is no leſs than 
94,097 J. 178. 3 d. . : 
It alſo appears to your Committee, that, beſides the ſaid 
bums, they have already diſcovered, that Mr Thomas Low- 
ther, one of the Meſſengers of the Treaſury, has paid to 
the ſaid Mr Paxton one Sum of 1500 J. by virtue of a Mi- 
tute of the Treaſury ; for which Sum neither the ſaid Low- 
tler, nor the ſaid Paxton, are publick Accomptants. G 
But your Committee are. utterly unable to diſcover, by 
what Arts and Methods Mr Parton could evade paſſing any 
Account during the Time of his being Sollicitor of the Trea- 
, which is upwards of eleven Years ; eſpecially as it ap- 
pears to your Committee, that it was the Duty of the ſaid 
ſrraſury, to oblige him to proſecute all ſuch Accomptants, 
u ſhould appear to be in Arrear by the Certificates of the 
dulitors of the Impreſts ; for your Committee find, from a 
Report of the ſaid Auditors, (which is hereunto annexed 
ly way of Appendix) that, by a Warrant of the Treaſury 
ated the 16th of Auguſt 1711, and ſigned Oxford, the 
Wlicitor of the Treaſury is directed to take Care, that the 
troceſs be regularly iſſued agaioſt ſuch impreſt Accomptants 
b ſhall appear to bein Arrear, by the Certificates of the 
4diters of the Impreſts, to the Queen's Remembrancer ; as 


W againſt all Perſons ſanding Inſuper upon an Impreſt, 
| or 


323+ 


pF | 


the Tr-a/ery till the th of - February halt, When your Com- An. 25: Geo. N. 
nittee, to their great Surprine, find, that, dotwichſtanding 222. 
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. Report of th SECRET CO OMMITTEE 
© . An 18. Geo, II. or other Accounts ; which Wafrant was confirmed in ki 
', « 274% late Majeſty's Reign, as follows, 1e. 


Whitehall, Treafury-Chanbers, 18 November, 171 


Lord Stanhope, Lord Torrington, 
145 T Ha, . 
© Renew the Order to the Solliciter of tbe Treaſuby 
« proſecute Supers upon Accomptants.* . | 


, 0 * 
And your Committee are at a Loſs to determine, what 
Motives could induce the Commiſſioners of the Treafury, to 
continue the ſaid Mr Paxton ſo many Years in the Office 
of Sollicitor of the Treaſury, and to direct, that ſuch large 
Sums of publick Money ſhould, from time to time, be lod. 
ed in his Hands; when they muſt have been informed, by 
the Half-yearly Certificates, delivered in to them by the 
Auditors of the Impreſts, that he had paſt no Accounts from 
the Time of his firſt Appointment to be Sollicitor of the Trea- 

fury, which was on the 22d of December 1730. 

Further Exami- Your Committee, the better to be enabled to diſcover, 
nation of Mr by what Services the ſaid Mr Paxtox could deſerve ſuch in- 
Paxton, alar and extraordinary Indulgence, did, on Friday lal, 
direct the Keeper of Newgate to bring him before them; 
and, upon his being called in, the former Queſtion was again 

repeated to him, vix. Fer | 
Did you advance any Money to Mr Fobn Jones, onthe tha 
Account of Mr Bote/er, about the Time of the Election at Act 


* Wendover in 17357 | ſtan 

Upon which he deſired, that his former Anſwer to the WW Au 

ſaid Queſtion might be read. ſro! 

Which being read accordingly ; i | that 

Hie repeated the very ſame Words, viz. © I will not an- WW tar: 

© ſwer that Queſtion, as it may tend to accuſe myſelf,” of t 

Whereupon he was asked, Whether the Apprehenfion lum 

that it might tend to accuſe himſelf, was his only Reaſon N i «: 

for not anſwering ? e e ditat 

He ſaid, That is my principal Reaſon.. and, 

Whereupon he was ordered to withdraw. ilelf 

And Gywn Gwyn Vaughan Eſquire f. being examined, he was asked, BW befor 
Vaughan Eſa; Tf he knew of any Sum, or Sums of Money, paid out of the dc. ly a 
lary, or Profits, of any Place, or Office under the Government! Yo 

To which he anſwered, © I do not know of any, at this Time. Du 

Being then farther asked, If he knew of any paid with- lumb 


in theſe ten Vears? 


He deſired to know, Whether he was to include himſelf, 
or only others ? | | : 


+ Now Lord Viſcount Lymington. 1 A Commiſſioner of the Cuban 


© Relating ROBERT EM ORFORD. 9 


and included all Perſons.” » | 3 | 

Then he ſaid, that he was apprehenſive, that an Anſwer 
to that QI might » yo affect himſelf ; and there- 
fore deſired to be excuſed anſwering. 

Whereupon be was ordered to withdraw. 

And upon his being called in again 

He was acquainted by the Chairman, that the Committee 
had conſidered of his Objection to the Queſtion put to him, 
and would not preſs it farther at that Time. 


Your Committee are naw proceeding, with all poſſible Diſ- 
patch, in proſecuting the Enquiry into the Conduct of the 


* % x 
& V , 4 


large Earl of Orford, during the laſt ten Years of his being firſt 
lodg- Commiſſioner of the Trea/ury, and Chancellor and Under- 
„ by Treaſurer of his Majeſty's £xchequer ; but they cannot con- 
the dude this Report, without repreſenting to the Houſe, the great 


ous Behaviour of Mr Paxton, who appears to have been direct- 


the Time of his being So/licitor to the Treaſury, and that no 
effectual Methods were ever taken to ablige him to account 
for any Part thereof, (a Circumſtance, which could not ariſe 
from meer Negligence or Inattention) When they conſider 
that the ſtrong and well- grounded Remarks made on his 
Accounts by the Depaty-Auditor of the Impreſts, were in- 
tantiy followed by a Warrant of the Treaſury, direcling the 
Auditor to allow his Accounts; When they conſider, what 
long Suſpicions muſt ariſe from the foregoing Evidence, 
that ſome Part, at leaſt, of the Money in his Hands, may 
have been employed in Practices dangerous to the Liberties 
of this Nation, and deſtructive of the Independency of Par- 
ments; they cannot help obſerving, that this Perſeverance 
in tefuſing to anſwer, ſeems to take its Riſe from a preme- 
diated Scheme, to obſtruct and fruſtrate their Enquiry ; 
and, ſhould it paſs unregarded, may probably communicate 
itlelf to other Perſons, whom they ſhall have occaſion to call 
beſore them; and, by that means, render it impoſſible to 
lay a clear State of Affairs before the Houſe. 

Your Committee therefore thought themſelves obliged in 
Duty to Report theſe Matters ſpecially to the Houſe, and da 
lumbly ſubmit the ſame to their Conſideration. 


1742. b APPEN- 


He was then informed, that the Queition was genera}, An. rs. Geo, II. 
— mn 


Difiiculty they labour under, from thisobſtinateand contemptu- The Obſervati- 


ons of the Com- 


ly or indirectly concerned in moſt of the Tranſactions, into — 


which they have hitherto enquired ; and when they conſider and contemptu- 
the very large Sums, which have been iſſued to him, during ous Behaviour, 
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APPENDIX 


TO THE | 
Report of the SECRET COMMITTEE. 
Gentlemen, 5 
An. 15. Geo. II. Y Lord Treaſurer is pleaſed to order, that you, to- 
1742. gether with Mr Borret the Sollicitor for the Affairs of 


* the Treaſury, do attend Mr Attorney, and Sollicitor Gene- 


Letter to the ral. and adviſe with them of the moſt effectual Methods for 
Auditors of the making out the Proceſs of the Exchequer from Time 10 
Impreſt, Time, againſt Accomptants in Default, and for Execution 


of the ſame. 
| Jan, 
Treaſury Chambers, Gentlemen, 
4 June, 1711. Your moſt humble Servant, 


WILLI Lowxpe:. 


| (To the Right Honourable Robert Earl if 
Auditors Impreſt. & Oxford and Ear! Mortimer, Lord High 
Treaſurer of Great Britain. 

Wen- T. Obedience to your Lordſhips Order of the 4th of Jur, 
tation to the Earl 1 we have attended Mr Attorney and Sollicitor General, aud 
of Oxford, Lord adviſed with them of the moſt effectual Method for making 
Treaſurer. out the Proceſs of the Exthequer, againſt Accomptants in 
Default, and for the due Execution of the ſame ; and by 

whoſe Approbation do humbly propoſe, 

+ That the Sollicitor of the Treaſury be directed to take 
care that the Proceſs be regularly iſſued, againſt ſuch In. 
preſt Accomptants, as ſhall appear to be in Arrear, by the 
Certificates of the Auditors of the Impreſts, to the Queen's 
Remembrancer ; as alſo againſt all Perſons ſtanding Inſuper, 
upon any Impreſt, or other Accounts. 

That the like Directions be given with Reſpect to the 

Receivers of the Land-Tax, who are behind with thei 
Accounts ; as alio to the Sollicitors of the Cuſtoms, Excile, 
Poſt-Office, Salt and Stamp Duties, with reſpect to the Per 
ſons ſtanding inſuper upon the Accounts of the Revenues 
and that the Effect of ſuch Proceſs may appear, it is humbi 
propoſed, that the ſame may be repreſented, by each doll 
citor, in the Beginning of every Term to your Lordſhip, 
the following Method; and that a Copy thereof, be ci 
Term tranſmitted to the Auditors of the Impreſts, and t 
Auditor of the Land-Revenue. 7 

And whereas many of the Accomptants have no vil 

Eſtate in Land, and it has been found by long Expenene 


— 


APPENDIX to the Rrroxr, &c. II 

that the iſſuing Diftringas ad Computandum, have had very An. 15. Geo. II. 
little Effect; it is therefore propoſed, That in all Caſes, 1742. 
where a Diſtringas has once been iſſued without Effect, the w Wm 
ſeveral Sollicitors ſhould be directed to take out a Capias ad 
Cimputandum the next Term, to ſecure the Perſon of the 


Accomptant, till he gives Security for his rendering a due 


Accompt. 


EF. Harley, I approve of the Method propoſed 
4. Mainwairing, Edward Northey, 
* Juby 20, 1711. 

I likewile approve of this Method, 
Robert Raymond, 


July 30, 1711. 


Accomptants | Proceſs: iſſued, Reaſon why , Accompts 
appearing to | againſt, and ex- Proceſs has | brought into 
be in Arrear | ecuted upon | not been exe- | the Auditors 
by the Certifi-j ſuch Accompt-| cuted. fince the iſſu- 
cates of the] ants. ing of Proceſs. 
Auditors of 

the Impreſt. 

\ 

Perſons ſtand- Proceſs iſſued | Rea ſon why Inſuper Ace 
ing inſuper up- againſt, and ex · Proceſs is not} compts 
m the Ac-{ ecuted upon | executed. brought in 
cmpts of the ſuch Accompt- fince the laſt 
Army, Cc. for] ants Certificate. 
vhich no Ac- | 
compt has been 
rendered, | 

1742, b 2 After 


\ 


132 APPENDIX t the Rxronr, fc. 
An. 15. Oo, II. M Fter my hearty Commendations, having conſidered the 
17. Repreſentation, of which the within written is a trus Co- 
N. and approving thereof; theſe are to authorize and direct you 
His — to take Cate, that all Matters and Things therein and there. 
Marne 8 che by preſcribed, for the Sollicitor of the Treaſury to do, be 
Treaſury, upon Carefully and duly done and performed by you; and that 
that Occaſion. your Proceedings thereupon be, from Time to Time; re 
ſented in the Manner, and according to the Method there. 
by propoſed ; and for ſo doing this ſhall be your Warrant, 


Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, * : 
16th Auguſt, 1711. OXFORD, 


75 my very loving Friend William Borret, 
Eſquire, Sollicitor for the QM Fairs of the 
Treaſury. 


Confirmation Which Warrant was confirmed in his late Majeſty's Reign, 
—_— 2 5 as follows, vis. 10 F 
— — Whitehall, Treaſury Chambers, 18 November 1717. 
1717. Preſent 

Lord Stanhope, Lord Torrington, 


Mr Jobn Wallkp, Mr Baillie. 


Supers upon Accomptants, Renew the Order to the Solli- 
about Proſecutions, citor of the Treaſury to proſe- 
cute Supers upon Accomptants. 


It is ſubmitted, whether the Certificates from the Sollici- 
tors, ſhould not be every iſſuable Term, inſtead of every 
Term. , 

The foregoing are true Copies from the Entries in the 
Books in the Office of the Auditors of the Impreſts. 


Edan. Bangham, | 1 | 
Ja. Thomas, & Deputy A 
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4 Farther REPORT from the CommreTze of 
SECRECY, appointed to inquire into the Conduct . 
ROBERT Earl f ORFORD, during the 
loſt Ten Years of bis being Firſt Commiſſioner of the 
Treaſury, and Chancellor and Under-Treaſurer of bis 


Majeſty's Exchequer. 
\ laid before the Houſe the Obſtructions they met 
with in the Courle of their Inquiry, and finding that 
the Lords had refuſed to concur in the Means — by 
this Houſe to remove them, by rejecting the Bill for indem- 
ifving ſuch Perſons as ſhall, upon Examination, make Diſ- 
coveries touching the Diſpoſition of publick Money, or con- 
cerning the Diſpoſition of Offices,or any Payments or Agree- 
ments in reſpect thereof, or concerning other Matters relating 
to the Conduct of Robert Earl of Orford, have not thought 
it adviſeable to enter upon any new Matter relating to the 
Tranſactions of the Earl of Orford. But as previous to the 
rjeting of the ſaid Bill by the other Houſe, they had feve- 
nl Matters before them of the higheſt Conſequence and 
Importance to the Succeſs of the War with Spain, and to 
the domeſtick OEconomy and good Order of the Kingdom, 
to the Payment of the Troops Abroad, to the Freedom of 
Hections at Home, and to the Quantity and Method of iſ- 
ſuing publick Money for the ſecret Services of the State, in 
all which the ſaid Earl appears to have had the principal, if 
not the ſole Direction; your Committee thought it their 
abſolute Duty to lay theſe Matters before the Houſe, and 
were preparing to do it with as much Clearneſs and Perſpi- 
cuity, as the many notorious Difficulties and Diſcouragements 
this Inquiry has labour d under would permit. But in the 
Execution of this Deſign, they were again interrupted by 2 
new and unforeſeen Obſtruction to one of the molt material 
leints in Queſtion, which therefore, together with the other 
Matters abovementioned, they find themſelves under a Ne- 
celity of laying before the Houſe. 
As the vigorous and ſucceſsful Proſecution of the War in 
lnerica ſeems to have been the great Object of the Inte- 
els and Inclination of the Peopl 


e of Great Britain ; and as 
u Expedition to a Climate fo diſtant and dangerous, muſt 
moidably be attended with an immenſe Expence both of 
Men and Money to the Nation, your Committee therefore, 
anfidering how eſſentially it muſt affect _— 


OUR Committee having, in their former Report, An. 16. Geo. II. 


1742. 
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An. 16. Geo, II. Majeſty's Arms, and the Juſtice due to this Nation, that 
1742. thoſe of their Countrymen, who chearfully undertook a Ger. 
vice, where the Enemy was the leaſt Danger they were ex. 
poſed to, ſhould be jullly and fully paid the great Sams ni 
ed to ſupport them, have thought it their Duty to inquire 
into the Contract made for ſupplying his Majeſty's Force, 
going upon the Expedition with Lord Catheart, -and to ex. 
amine whether it had been eſtabliſhed on the moſt juſt and 
advantageous Foot, for Troops ſo peculiarly deſerving the 
Care and Attenticn of the Publick. And in proceeding 

| therein, 
Account of the Your Committee find, that the Money, or rather the 
Contract for ſup- Currency of Jamaica, is of a leſs Value than Sterling Mo- 
plying Money ney ; and, by the Examination of Merchants, it appears, 
1 = _ that for ſome Years before the Commencement of the War 
the Weſt-Indies, With Spain, the Rate of Exchange between Jamaica and 
: England was from 135 to 140, but generally at 140, very 
few Bills having been drawn under that Rate ; that is, Per- 


ſons at Jamaica generally paid 140 J. of the Currency of 
that Country, for a Bill which intitled them, or their 

Agents, to 100 /. Sterl. in England. 5 
Your Committee find, that on the gth of 7 1740, the 
following Propoſal was made to the Treaſury for furniſhing 

MeſT. Burrell's Money at Jamaica for the Expedition under Lord Cathcart, 
and Briſtow's by Peter Burrel and Fobn Brifiow, Eſqrs. Members of this 4 
— for that Houſe. 235 2 
TY To the Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Maje- pr 
ys Trraſury,the Propoſal of Peter Burrel and John Briſtow. 2n 


That they are ready to furniſh at Jamaica his Majeſty's pr 
Forces going upon the intended Expedition with Lord 
© Cathcart, with any Sums of Money, and at the Times 
* which the Service ſhall require, at the Rate of 100 J. Ster. of 
© for every 120 J. paid at Jamaica in the Currency of that 
© Iſland ; that the Sum of 27,000 J. be paid to them be- ſho 
© fore the Departure of the Troops, they furniſhing their ta 
Bills at Sight on Jamaica for the Amount thereof, at the Lo 
* abovementioned Rate of 100 J. Sterl. for 120 J. Janni 
© Currency. That the ſubſequent Payments be made upon 
their producing the Deputy-Paymaſter's Bills or Receipt, 
© who ſhall be directed to give the ſame for the Sums they ſe 

ſe 


1 1 Y * rng a 


„ BE 1, * 


« ſhall receive from Time to Time. rom 
London, July 9, PETER BURRELL vo 
rn 98 JOHN BRISTOW. he 

At | 


This Propoſal was the ſame Day agreed to by the Com- mig] 
miffioners of the Treaſury, the Earl of Orford being then * 
preſent at the Board, which appears the more 3 from 
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{yry (had they thought fit to inquire) muſt have found, that 


he Bills drawn from Jamaica for the Service of his Majeſty's 
Navy and Ordnance, were drawn at the Rate of 140 /. for 
100 J. Sterl. as appears by the Appendix (No. 1.) 

Your Committee alſo obſerve, that at the Time of the 
Delivery of this Propoſal, it could be no Secret to Mr Har- 
e and Mr Briflow that the Exchange from Jamaica was 
140 J for your Committee find in the Minutes of a Court 


dub Governor, and Mr Briflow Deputy-Governor, were 
preſent, the following Order : n | 


Friday, March 16, 1738-9. 

* Ordered, That it be referred to the Committee of Cor- 
© reſpondence to conſider, and report their Opinion concern- 
© ing the Exchange from Famaica, which is now at 140 J. 
© for 100 J. Sterl. and yet the Company are not credited 
« for the Dollars, Piſtoles, and Bar-Gold, more than when 
the Exchange was at 135 per Cent.“ 


The Circumſtances which preceded and occaſioned this 
extraordinary Tranſaction, as far as your Committee have 
been able to trace them, are of a very ſingular Nature; 


preparing for the Expedition to the Vet- Indies, which is 
znnexed in the Appendix, (No. 2.) That in May or June 
preceding this Contract, the Paymaſter-General communi- 
cated to Lord Cathcart a Method of paying the Troons, 
which his Lordſhip approved of; this was by ſending a Suin 
of Money by the Deputy-Paymaſter, who was to attend 
the Expedition, and impowering him to draw what Bills 
ſhould be neceſſary, and directing the Troops to be paid at 
Jamaica, at ſuch a Rate of Exchange, as ſhould appear to 
Lord Cathcart and the ſuperior Officers to be moſt advanta- 
geous to the Troops; and it being intimated ſome Time af- 
ter to Lord Cathcart, that a Contract for paying the Troops, 
at 120 J. Jamaica Money, for 100 J. Sterl. was then de- 
pending before the Treaſury, he immediately procured a 
Meeting with Mr Hanbury Williams, Paymaſter of the Ma- 
nnes, Mr Burrel and Mr Briſtow, with a View, if poſſible, 
to get the Troops paid in a more advantageous Manner, for 
he did not apprehend the Contract was at that Time paſſed. 
At this Meeting he mentioned the Inconveniencies which 
might ariſe from the paying the Men at a Rate ſo much 
lower than the known Exchange, and the Danger there was 
from what he had obſerved Abroad, of its producing Du- 
contents 


o your Committee, becauſe the Commiſſioners of the 'Trea- An. 16. Geo. HI. 


1742. 


for ſeveral Months preceding the Date of this Propoſal, al 


of Directors of the South-Sza Company, when Mr Barrel 


for it appears by the Examination of Captain Alexander Examination of 
Vilkn, who was Agent to Lord Cathcart, when he was Capt. Wilſon 


relating thereto. 


— , 
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contents and Mutiny ; and after ſeveral Arguments raiſed on 
both Sides, their Meeting ended on Mr Burrell's or Mr Hi 
tows declaring, that they had made an Agreement with the 
Treaſury already, on the Terms of 120 /. Jamaica Mo 
for 100 J. Sterl. and that they could not do it for leſs Progt. 
From the Examinations of Mr Burrell and Mr Brig, 
(which are annexed in the Appendix (No. 3.) it appears, that 
they applied for this Contract to the Earl of Orford, and 


{ 
to no other Perſon ; for when it was publickly known that 
the Troops were going to Jamaica, Mr Burrell acquainted N 
the ſaid Earl, that he had Correſpondence in Jamaica, on 0 
the South-Sea Company's Account, who were Men of great ie 
Credit, and had the greateſt Command of Money of any hi 
in the Place, and he thought, if Money was wanted there, M 

he could ſupply the Government as well as any Body; ang * 
that afterwards, conſidering the great Importance of the by 
Affair, he thought it too much Hazard for himſelf alone, 1 
and mentioned it to Mr Briffow, and they together ſettled M 
the Terms of their Propoſal ; and about the Month of on! 
June, 1740, the Parliament being then prorogaed, they 13 
waitcd on the Earl of Orford, and propoſed to him the ſame On 
Terms, which were afterwards agreed to by the Treaſury; Gm 

the ſaid Earl aſked them if theſe were the loweſt Terms, aud 1 
hoped they would not aſk more than was reaſonable, or what fits 
any Body elſe ſhould complain of ; that he would not take they 
it on himſelf, but deſired them to make their Propoſals tothe If 
Treaſury, which ſeems to your Committee to have been en- Gre 
tirely Matter of Form; for it appears that when this Propo- WW Curr 
ſal was accordingly delivered to the Treaſury, the Gentle- WW Cur; 
men cannot recolle& to whom it was delivered, nor when, ncei. 
nor by whom they were informed of its being accepted; nay WW ceſſar 
one of the Gentlemen even does not remember, whether they WW ceive 
themſelves went with the Propoſal when it was preſented, ance 

And your Committee having alſo examined CHarles Har e Sh 


And of James 


bury Williams, Eſq; a Member of this Houſe, touching the WW Jana 
Converſation that paſſed between Mr Burrell, Mr Brito, 125 
and Lord Cathcart, at Mr Williams's Office, have allo ad: © ſen 
ded his Examination to the others in the Appendix (No. 3) WW ad 


to which they beg Leave to refer. SY) 
Your Committee cannot find that any Notice or Intimation : ;. 


was given to any Perſon, except what paſſed between tbe WW if lalf 
Earl of Orford and the Contractors, as is before mentioned, WW Fcces, 
of the Intention of the Treaſury to make this Contra; WW would! 
for it appears by the Examination of James Knight, E: | 10 


which is annexed in the Appendix (No. 4.) that when de bare pr 


heard the Troops were going to Jamaica, and was told tie H And 
Treaſury would contract with private Perſons for pan Treaſur 
them, he did himſelf intend to make an Offer of furniung en the 


— 
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he Money, but in very few: Days aſter, he heard the Trea- An. 16. Geo. M. 
ury had agreed with Mr Burrell and Mr Brie, at the 2742 
Rate of 120 / and be did not believe the Treaſury ever, 
gave any Notice of their Intentions to make any ſuch Con- 

tat, That what he expected was not a formal publick 

Notice, but that it ſhould have been communicated ta Mer- 

chants, as he has heard has been practiſed in Queen Anxe's 

Wars, and had this been done, he believes ſeveral beſides 

himſelf would have propoſed, and that he himſelf would 

have e — at 130 J per Cent. for 100 J. 

Sterl. an ve thought it a d Bargain, 

eat vided he could have had the ſame — — 5 

ny him which he has heard was advanced to Mr Burre/ and 

re, Mr Brifow ; that after the firſt Difficulty, which would be 

and on the Arrival of the Troops, was over, he did not doubt 

the but he could have contracted with the People of the Iſland 

to furniſh the Money at the Rate of 13745; and if the whole 

Money was advanced to him here beforehand, and he was 

only to ſend it over and furniſh it at Jamaica at the Rate of 

130 J. per Cent. he thinks he ſhould make 12, or 15 per 


ame Cent. per Annum of the Sums he furniſhed, by returning the 
y ame Money twice a Year. | 
aud This led your Committee into a Computation of the Pro- 


fits which might have been made on this Contract, which - 
they conceive to ſtand thus * | 
If the Value of 100 J. Sterl. be ſent to Jamaica in Moi- The Commit- 


n en- cores, it appears they will produce 143 J. 10 5s. Jamaica tee's Obſervati- 
r0p0- Currency; but by this Contract, only 120 J. Jamaica ons on the — 2 
ntle- I Currency was to be paid at Jamaica for every 100 J. Sterl. — 
phen, WW received here: To this 120 J. Jamaica Currency, all the ne- the Publick by 


ceſſary Charges muſt be added, which your Committee con - the above Coa- 
ceire to be 1 J. per Cent. Commiſſion, 24, per Cent. Inſu- tract. 

nance, 1 J per Cent. Freight, and 4 per Cent. for the Charges 

of Shipping; in all, 4 J. 15 4. per Cent. which on 120 /. 

ſanaica Currency, is 5 J. 14. 5. of the ſame Currency, in all 

125 J. 145. Jamaica Currency. So that the Profit to be made 

on ſending Moidores, was the Difference between 1 25 J. 144. 

and 143 J 10s. Which is 17 J. 16s, Jamaica Currency, ot 

12/.85.14. Sterl. out of every 100 J. Sterl. which is 14.4. 3/5. 


mation WA 2 . +. per Cent. Sterl. And your Committee obſerve, that 
en the f alf of the Sum ſent bad been in Six and Thirty-Shilling 
tioned, BN Pieces, and only half in Moidores, 100 J. Sterl. ſo ſent 
and; would have produced 141 J. Famaica Currency, which is only 


10 Famaica Currency leſs than Moidores alone would 
lave produced. | 
And your Committee cannot help obſerving, that if the 
Treaſury bad thought fit to ſend in Moidores to Jamaica. 
en the Account of the Publick, the ſame Sums ot * 
| C Whic 
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An. 16. Geo. II. which they actually advanced to the 
. 100 J. Sterl. fo fent would have produced 143%. 10 
mm Famoice Currency, except what may be allowed for Int. 
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rance, which your Committee is informed amounts to about 
2 + per Cent. on Money ſent by Ships of War. Nor could 
frequent Opportunities have been wanting of ſending, on 
Board his Majeſty's Ships, ſuch farther Supplies of Money as 
might at any Time have been neceflary for that Service. 
But if it had been thought more adviſeable to have ſu 

Part of this Expence by Draughts from thenee,"' there can 
be no Doubt but that the Deputy-Paymaſtet being -furniſh- 
ed with a proper Proportion of Specie from hence, would 
have been able to keep up the Exchange at 1 40 J. and in that 
Caſe no Charge would have attended that fo ſupplied. 

It further appears, that in the Courfe of this Affair, and 
before the Departure of Lord Cathcart, ſtill greater Indul. 

nces were granted to the Contractors; for by their fir 

ropoſal the Sum of 29,000 J. only was to be advanced them 
by the Treaſury before the Departure of the Troops, but 
the ſubſequent Payments were not to be made to them till 
they produced the Depety-Paymaſter's Bills or Receipts: 
And yet on the zoth of September following, which was be- 
fore the Departure of the Troops, 1 2,000 /. was further ad- 
vanc'd to them by the Paymaſter-General, for their Bill of 
that Date; and on the iſt of Octaber go 7. more was ad- 
vanced to them by the Paymaſter of the Marines, for their 
Bill of the zoth of September ; and on the 23d of Decen- 
ber a Sum of 12000 J. was advanced by the Paymafter-Ge- 
neral, for their Bill of that Day's Date; and on the 6th 
of January, a farther Sum of 9000 J. was advanced by 
the Paymaſter of the Marines for their Bill of the ziſt of 
December, All in Conſequence of Minutes of the Treaſury, 
as in the Appendix, No. 5. | — | 

Here your Committee cannot help obſerving that the pay. 
ing theſe Sums amounting to 42,502 J. over and above the 
27,000 J. originally advanced before there had been any Dif- 
burſements on the Part of the Contractors, altered the Na- 
ture of the Contract, and render'd it much more beneficial 
— as it was originally propoſed by the ContraQtors them- 

ves. -- 

Mr Burrel ſaid, he did offer the Half of his Share to hs 
Brother, and a Gentleman engaged in Buſineſs with them. 
but they thought it too great a Riſque for them to run: He 
likewiſe mentioned it to another Gentleman (whom he did 
not name) who would not accept of it, that theſe Refulal 
were very early before any Thing was done in it, more that 
paſſing the Contract, and chat he mentioned them, to ſhes 
that he thovght he had no great Bargain of it. 


e 
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appears, that ſome Time after the the Contra, 


they offered Mr Monſon, a Member 


Troops in the Office where he is 

ge = | -- Le rofits of this Con- 
tract from the Beginning; and ſome Time after the Earl of 
0rford mentioned to Mr Burrel, that Mr Hanbury Willi- 
an; had defired him to ſpeak to him, Mr Burrel, that one 
of Mr Williams's Friends might have a Share in the Re- 
mittances, but he added, You are to do juſt as you pleaſe, 
don't aſk you to let any Body in, for the Contract is yours; 
and ſoon afterwards Mr Hanbury Williams ſpoke to the Con- 
trators, and told them, that he had a Relation, one Mr Har- 
bury, a Meſt- India Merchant, to whom he had Obligations; 
and as he had Money and Effects at Jamaica, he defired 
he might be concerned one fourth Part with them for the 
future, which he has accordingly been, in what relates to 
the Payment of the Marines in Mr Hanbury Williams's 
Office. 

And it appears to your Committee, that neither the one 
nor the other of thoſe Gentlemen advanced any Money, or 
were concerned in the Management, but were to be Shar- 
ers of the Profit or Loſs only. | 

And it farther appears to your Committee, that on the 
Arrival of the Troops at Jamaica, and the terdering the 
Money to them at 120 J. Famaice Currency, great Diſ- 
contents were expreſſed by the Officers, and ſome actually 
refuſed to receive it, and with Time the Diſcontent increa- 
ſed, and nothing was talk'd of ſo much among the Officers 
of the Army, as the Hardſhip of being paid at 120 J. when 
the Exchange was at 140 /. every one of them became a 
Calculator, . and complain d he loſt 16 J. 6 5. on every 100 4. 
te being paid his 120 J. Famaica Money, with 62 Moidores, 
which is no more than 83 J. 14 s. Sterl. all which appears 
by the Letters of Colebroke and General Wentworth, an- 
texed in the Appendix, No. 6. ſo truly were the Fears of 
Lord Cathcart verify'd. 

And this Uneafineſs among the Any was greatly in- 
creaſed by the peremptory Refuſal of the Agents of Mr Bur- 
and Mr Briftow, to furniſh the Deputy-Paymaſler at 
Janaica with any Meney upon their Credit, ariſing, as Mr 
Calebroke ſays in his Letter of the zoth of February, 1740, 
Mark'd (B) in the Appendix, (No. 6.) from their Views of 
ppropriating the Profit to themſelves, and being dazzled 
ith the Proſpe& of getting 15 or 20 per Cent. inſtead of 
? jer Cent. their Commiſſion. Upon this the Depaty-Pay- 
maler took up Money from other Perſons, and gave 

r 
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the Examination of Mr Burrel and Mr Briſtow, it farther An. 


16. Cel. 
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this Houſe, obe = 
fourth Part of it, as far as it related to the Payment of the, 
Deputy, which he accept- 
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X. 16. Geo, II. them Bills on the pr er, 3 there were, Pr 

774% as appears by the Extracts of Letters © | Pay- of 

1 nom maſter, of the 2oth of February, and he ie Mars Bi 

1740-1, which are mark'd (B and D) in the Appendix, br 

(No. 6.) Combinations to diſtreſs him, yet the firſt Rills he pa 

thus drew were at the Rate of 130 J. and he, by Degrees, iſ 

raiſed the Exchange, ſo that at laſt he drew at 140 J rin 

whilſt the Troops till continued to be paid at 120 . ati 

And it further appears to your Committee, that on the pe: 

5th of June, 1741, there is entered in the Treaſury- Boche o 

the following Minute: e the 

Mr Briſtow, one of the Remitters for the Weft- ldi, Vil 

© js called in, and acquaints my Lords, that he and Mr 

'© Burrel have diſcharged ſuch of their Factors and ira 

at Jamaica, as misbehaved themſelves in their Conduct Pay 

* about ſupplying the Money for the publick Service there ; Bri 

and that as General Wentworth has applied for the Troops 292 

© to be paid at the Rate of 125 per Cent. he will take Feb 

Care that the Remittance ſhall be made accordingly.” 2nd 

And on the 10th of Jah following, the Commiſſioners 140 

of the Treaſury agree and order, That Meſſrs, Burrell and and 

. © Briſtow pay the Troops in America at the Rate of 125 /. to d 

* Famaica Currency far 100 J. Sterl. from the*24th of Con 

© April preceding.” | have 

Now your Committee obſerve, on this new Contract, fir For! 

propoſed on che 5th of June, 1741, and finally regulated on furn 

the roth of Fuly following, that Mr Co/zbrooke, the Deputy- B 

Paymaſter at Jamaica, did on the 24th of Feb. precedin Brif 

being 19 Weeks before the ſettling of the ſaid Con cb 

draw Bills on the Paymaſter-General to the Amount of f th 

12507. all at the Rate of 130 J. and did in his Letter of the BW pay 

23d of March before mentioned, acquaint the Paymaſter- or D; 

General. that he had happily overcome all Oppoſition, and be 2. 

could aſſure him on good Grounds, that whatever Money adde 

might be neceſſary to be raiſed ſor the Service, would be found d! 

- at Famaica, for Bills on the Paymaſter- General for 130 , brin 
and upwards, and this laſt Letter is dated above ten Weeks 

before the Propoſal of Mr Barre/ and Mr Brifloww, to amend 1 

their Contract, and above fifteen Weeks before the final Ac- mat 

ceptation of that Propoſal by the Treaſury; and it is worthy tay 


of Obſervation that in the Months of January, February, 
March, April and May, preceding the Fuly in which this 
ſecond Contract at 125 J. was eſtabliſhed by the Treaſury, 
there were drawn from Jamaica, no leſs than 39 Bills for 
the Service of his Majeſty's Navy, moſt of them at the Rate 
of 135 J. and the Remainder at the Rate of 1407. 

And it appears to your Committee, that ſeveral Bill 


mounting to the Sum of 11392 J. 17 5, were 2 on the 
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of the Marines by his Deputy, between the 1 8th An. 16. Geo. II. 
of Feb. 1740, and the iſt of Auguff, 1741, Part of Which 1742. 


ills amounting to 5000 J. were drawn in the Month of Fe- 
}raary, preceding the new Contract; that theſe Bills were 
id by Mr Burrel and Mr Briffow, and that Money was 
iſſued co them for that Purpoſe by the Paymaſter of the Ma- 
rines. But, your Committee have not been able to diſcover 
a what Rate of Exchange they were drawn, nor does it ap- 
whether Mr Burre// and Mr Briffow have been allowed 
t take the Profit ariſing from the Difference between x 20 J. 
the Rate of the Contract, and the Rate of Exchange the 


Yilz were drawn at. 


And it further appears to your Committee, that the Bills 
drawn by the Deputy-Paymaſter from Jamaica, on the 
Paymaſter-General, when the Agents of Mr Burrel and Mr 
Briffow refuſed to ſupply him, amounting to the Sum of 
292151. 55. 34. and which were drawn in the Months of 
february and March, 1740, and in April, May, June, July 
ud Auguſt, 1741, at 130. 1357. 137 f . and at laſt at 
1407. were ſent for Payment to Mr Burrell and Mr Briftoxw, 
and alſo that Money was iſſued from the Pay- Office to them 
to diſcharge the ſaid Bills; altho' it does not appear to your 
Committee what Pretence of Right the Contractors could 
have to the Profit arifing from any of theſe Bills, after the 
Forfeiture of their Bargam by the Refuſal of their Agents to 
furniſh the Deputy-Paymaſters at Jamaica. 

But tho' theſe Bills were thus paid by Meſſ. Burrell and 
briffow, yet your Committee find that on the 15th of De- 
unber laſt, the Paymaſter-General made a Repreſentation 
of this Matter to the Treaſury, as in the Appendix (No. 7.) 
paying a Direction of the Commiſſioners whether the Proſit 
or Difference ariſing by the Exchange on the ſaid Bills ſhould - 
te accounted for, and paid to the Agents of the ſaid Con- 
tadtors, or reſerved in the Hands of his Deputy for the Uſe 
ad Benefit of the Public : And your Committee find the fol- 
bring Minute in the Books of the Treaſury : | | 

hitehall, Treaſury- Chamber, 29th Dec. 1741. 

Read alſo to my Lords a Memorial from the ſame Pay- 
' maſter, dated the 15th Inſt. relating to the Remittance of 
Fay for the Troops in America, with reſpect to the Ja- 
'naica Currency, and ordered a Copy thereof to be ſent 
v the Remitters for their Anſwer thereto. 

To which the Remitters gave in their Anſwer, annexed in 
de Appendix (No. 8.) in which it is remarkable, that in 
Ling the ſeveral Charges upon ſending over Specie to Ja- 
taica, they make one Charge in the following Words; 
Tire per Cent. Commiſſion we pay in Jamaica: Whereas 
\ppears by their Examinations, that they paid _ per 

; ent, 
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An. 16. Geo, II. Ceat. only to their Agent, Mr Colcbrooks, for the Money 

1742 Afcnt out with Lord Cathcart. ts 4 
J —ů This Anſwer was received on the 5th of Feb. Iall, an; 
+a Nothing appears to have been done upon it while the Earl of 


” 


Orford continued in the Treaſur. | 
our Committee have been obliged ta dwell the 
upon this Contract, becauſe the whole Behaviour of the Earl 
of Orford, who had the ſole Direction of it, ſeems ſo ext. 
ordinary, that they fear this Part of their Report would 
want Credit, if they had not deſcended into the moſt minute 
Particulars of it. N 
Here they find a Contract entered into upon the po 
Faith of the Propoſers only, with an Ignoi of the Value 
of the Exchange, whether real or does not to 
your Committee; and that DefeR ſo far from being endes. 
voured to be ſupplied, by admitting Propoſals or Information 
from any other Merchants, that it ſeemed a determined Point 
to ſhut it out, even when it ſeemed to obtrude itſelf, upon 
him, from the very Offices ſubject to his Inſpeftion. 
But as if this Injury to the Troops and Injuſtice to the Na- 
tion, ene re 
vantageous to tractors than their ſanguine Ex- 
pectation originally ſuggeſted to them. | 
For tho' by the Terms of the Contract the Public was to 
advance 27000 J. only, in Money, yet we find the further 
Sum of 42000 J. advanced to them before the Arrival of the 
. Troops in America. . 
And your Committee obſerve, that the Shares of the Pro- 
fits of this Contract were dealt out to the Deputy of the Pay- 
Office, and to a Friend of the Paymaſter of the Marines, at 
the Requeſt of the ſaid Pay maſter, without any Advance of 
Money or Trouble on their Part, and it is very remarkable 
that theſe Shares were confined to the Sums iflued from the 
reſpective Offices. - 
And here your Committee muſt obſerve, from the whole 
Courſe of this Proceeding, that neither the Intereſt of the 
Soldier, or the Public, ſeemed to have been the ObjeRt of the 
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Earl of Orford"s Attention. r * 
The Cries of the injured Soldiers, who had loſt one Day's ** 


Pay in ſeven, where Proviſions of all Kinds bear an exceſire 
Price, made fo little Impreſſion, that the only Relief they ob 
tained was an Advance of their Pay upon the Contract from 
1207. to 12; J tho' there had been drawn upon the Nan. 
Office, during the fix Months preceding, ſeveral Bills, none a 
leis than 135 l and ſome at 140 J. and tho the Depaty © 
the Paymaſter-General likewiſe, 19 Weeks before, bad 
drawn upon the Office at 1307. and 15 Weeks before bad 
written to the Paymaſter-General, that he might depe*l 
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An. 16. Geo. II. that Head, think fit now. to acquaint you, that Mr Alli, Wl © 
| 7743. Farky being examined, ſaid, that about Jaap, 1736, Mr a 
8 Lawton cold hin there was an Order made out at the Tre. R 
———_ of ſury, in his (Farley) Name, for 4200 4, and” bid him 
— > 4. _ and receive it, which he did, and paid ig over immediate iy u 
rough of Orford ; to the ſaid Laautos. 1% of Bo=e. mate u 
Aa of And Mr Richard Banks, upon his Examination, ſaid, dat . 
Mr Banks: Jobn Laxwton, Eſq; of the Exchequer, appeared to be his WY 
Client in the Proſecutions relating to Orford, tho" he did not 80 
know what Relation Mr Lawton, had to the Borough of to 
Orford, bot believed, that what Mr Lezutew did was to obliee Wil l. 
Sir Robert Walpole, to whom he apprehended Lawton u 
under Obligations ; that the whole Bil of near 3000 /. which Wl = 
the Proſecutions amounted to, was never ſatisfied ; that Mr ll 
Lawton, Paxtun, and he (Banks) met about it, and; after a Pa 
good deal of Time allowed to examine the Bill, they on the wh 
i;th of December, 1736, came to à ſtated Account, When * 
there was a Balance cf 1200 and odd Pounds in his (Bank's) WM © 
- Favour, which Mr Lawton agreed he would pay in a Fen- © 
night's Time, and he did ſoon after pay 500 L to Paxtor, Fe 
who paid Banks 100/. thereof, and promiſed ſoon to pay i ee 
more, the remaining 700 and odd Pounds have not been yet ! 
paid; that he (Banks) did about two Years ago file a H ** 
againſt Paxton in Chancery, to bring him to an Account ; * 
that in this Bill Mr Lawton was made a Defendant, and that | 
Lawton in his Anſwer did ſwear, that he detained the 700 
in his Hands, to reimburſe himſelf what was due to him 
from Paxton, and to ſecure the 2004. ſtill unpaid to li 
Mater man for his Bill. 7 and 
Iſo of Mr Leonard Martin, an Attorney, and Partner with his 
Mr Martin. 


Father. in- Law, Mr Paxton, being examined, ſaid that he 
has been concerned in ſeveral Suits about the Borough of 
Colchefter, and that he had his chief Directions therein from 
Mr Daniel, an Attorney at Colcheſter, tho“ Mr. Lawton ſome- 
times interfered, and that ſoon after Lauts Death, he re- 
ceived a Letter from Daniel, as annexed in the Appendix, 
(No. g.] that he received 133 J. for Fines, to which the 
Proſecutors were entitled, that he believed he adviſed with 
Lauten about framing a Petition to the Treaſury for the 
King's remaining two Thirds of the Fine, that Laute (who 
ſeemed very defirous of Succeſs in the Affair of. that Corpo- 
ration) approved of it, and he believed Lawton might ſay be 
would ſpeak about it, that he (Martial thereon drew the 
Draught of a Petition, and ſent it to Daniel to get figned, 
and on its Return he procured a Warrant from the Trealury, 
directing Paxton to pay him 280 J. that the Warrant 1 
dated the 10th of Fuly, 1741, and that he received the Mo 


ney on the 26th of Famary laſt, and did imagine _ on ; 
cation 
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By ul this it that the Management of this Aﬀair 
gas lodged in the Hands of Paxton's Partner and Son- in-Law, 
ud the Expences attending it were in Part paid by the faid 
baron in Conſequence of a Warrant of the Treaſury. Bat 
tho' your Committee here met with a freſh Inſtance of the 
llicitor of the "Treaſury intermedling in Matters relating 
to Elections, yet they did not think fit to examine him again, 
having little Reaſon to expect he would make any Diſcoveries 


lg ier the other Houſe had rejected the Bill by which he would 
leer been indemnified. And your Committee cannot deter- 
Mr nine what could induce the Earl of Orford to continue 


Paxton in his Office upwards of 11 Years, and to ſuffer him 


4A v defer accounting for any Part of the Sums, which 
ere from Time to Time iſſued to him till the 92h of Febra- 
ths ey laſt, and then to account for two Years only in fo pre- 
on- chiate a Manner, but muſt ſubmit to the Judgment of this 


Houſe, whether that Indulgence was owing to a criminal Ne- 
get, or to a more criminal Confederacy. 

Your Committee now proceed to lay before you a Tranſ- 
Mon relating to the Borough of Weymouth. 


ad Mr Olmius, and two others in petto, whom he did not 
une; and told him at the ſame Time, that there would 
tea Letter produced, obliging him and all the Officers in the 
&rvice to vote for Mr Pearſe and his Friends. That then 
Mr P:ar/e defired him to go with him in private: That 
rden they were alone Mr Pearſe ſaid he was defirous to have 
de Corporation filled up, and that a Hall ſhould be called 
ir that Purpoſe. And he further requeſted, that he (Jordan) 
wald meet him (Mr O/nizs) and ſome other Friends; but 
Ur Jordan refaſed to meet Mr Olmius ; and then Mr Pear/e 
& him. That on the 18th of June Mr Pearſe came to his 
thoſe about Noon, and told him, that if he wonld come 
ww the Meaſures of him (Pearſe) and his Friends, and fill 
©the Corporation, in order to have a Retorning-Officer, or 
Fords to that Effect, he had it in Commiſſion to ſay, That 
e(7:-4an) ſhould have the Collection of the Port of Wey- 
ruh in a Month's Time, and a Letter from Sir Rabert Val. 
x, under his own Hand, to make good that Promiſe. Mr 
Mere then went from his Houſe, and return'd about Four 
de Clock of the ſame Day, and brought to him a Liſt 

1742. d of 


fcutions were with a View of influencing the Election, and An. 16. Geo. Il. 
m the „ and to get out the Mayor, and get the 27. 
v turn the Borough, and to get „ — 


Mr Richard Jordan being examin'd, ſaid, That he was Examination of 
Mayor of Weymouth and Melcomb Regis in the Year 1740. Mr 3 
That on the 167% Day of June, in that Year, Mr Pearſe and 9 oh of Wey- 
Wr Olmius came down to Weymouth ; that Mr Pearſe applied mouth and Mel - 
blim (Jordan) and defired his Vote and Intereſt for himſelf comb Regis. 


An. 16. 


* . 
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Geo. II. of ſuch of the Revenue Officers as were to be diſplaced.” He 
2742 took this Liſt, which was wrote in Pear/e's own Hand, and h 
read it over; and after Mr Pearſe was gone he wrote it down 1 
from his own Memory. And it appear d to your Committee, 1 
by this and the 2 Examinations, that ſeveral of the 1 
Perſons therein · named were diſplaced accordingly. And Mr | 
Jordan farther ſaid, That on the ſame Day, as he thinks, a 
Mr Pear/e told him he did not doubt of prevailing on Mr a 
Charles Taver and Mr Jobs Carſwell, who were Aldermen, ha 
and others, that he ſhould wait upon them and convince them 1 
that they were going againſt their own Intereſts, the Intereſ al 
of the Government, and their Duty to his Majeſty ; and again pr 
reſſed him (Jordan) to fill up fix of the Vacancies with ten 
Friends of his (Pear/e's) who are molt of them fince provided to 
for. That he farther told Jordan, that if he was ſure of the bin 
Returning-Officer, Sir Robert Walpole would ſend down two the 
other Candidates. That Mr Pear/e ſoon after went to Lan- 0 
don, but return'd to Veymonth on the 3oth of Fane, and ſent th 
a Meſlage to him (Jordan) by Mr Richard Arbuthaot, de- tA 
firing to ſpeak with him at Captain 77zzard's ; but he (Jo. Wi ©: 
dan) told the Meſſenger, That Mr Pearſe knew very well of 
where he lived, and he ſhould not go to the Captain's Houſe. WW tin: 
That the Meſſenger reply d, Mr Pearſe had a Letter fron WW all. 
Sir Robert Walpole to ſhew him. That when Mr bub tot 
found that he would not go to Mr P earſe at Captain Tiz- {ace 
zard's, he told him he would go and fetch the Letter, ad tnt 
accordingly went and brought the Letter, which he (Fordar) en 
read, and took it to be addreſs'd to Mr Pearſe; the nedc 
of which was, that whatever Mr Pearſe promiſed to hi yoa! 
(Jordan) Sir Robert Walpole would make it good ; and that Han 
Jordans Brother-in-Law, Mr Franklin, a Clergyman, ſhould bre 
have the firſt Living that fell, in the Gift of the Crown or the bee 
Seals, worth his Acceptance. That with much Perſuaſon d ſet 
he did meet Mr Pear/e at Mr T:izzard's Summer -Houſe: d th 
That Mr Pearſe there ſhewed him this Letter again, and Iatort 
tald him it was Sir Robert Walpole's Letter, that it was The 
ſigned R. Walpole, and he apprehends it was all wrote in bre 
the ſame Hand with the Signing. That at this Meeting tn u 
Mr Pearſe told him, You have four Aldermen now abſen fr ch 
I would have you call a Hall and fill up the Corporation due 
That he reply'd, He thought Mr Pear/e had been ,, & 
enough acquainted with him to think that he would not dal ior 
prevail'd upon by baſe Means to betray his Friends. And . 
further ſaid, That on the 19th of September, in the ml; 
Year, being two Days before the Election for Mayor can i: 
on, a Letter was produced to him from the Commiſtote klar 
of the Cuſtoms, importing, that his Deputation as a Land "ich 
waiter was ſuperſeded, and Robert the Brother of Richer 
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Relating ta RonxRT Earl of Onxro nd. 2 | 
Hlutbnot, who firſt brought Sir Robert Walpole's Letter to An, 26. Geo. II. 
him, was to ſacceed him; and he faid he had been employed 174. 
in the Cuſtom-Houſe ever fince the Year 171 2; and had been 11 5 ũ 
Land-waiter in the Port of Weymonth from the 4th of May © © 
1729 to the Time of his Diſmiſhon. N „ 

The Reverend My Nunthn being examin'd, ſaid, That And of the Rev, 

on the 1ſt of Faly, 1740, Mr Pearſe being then at Ne- Mr Franklyn, 
auth, ſent for him to ſhew him, as he ſaid, how much he 
had his (Franklyn's) Intereſt at Heart; but that he was ſor- | 
7 to tell him he was afraid his Brother Jordan would ſpoil - 
all his Endeavours to ſerve him, for that Mr Jordan had 
nomiſed to come into his ( Pear/e's) Meaſures, but now at- 
tempted to evade his Promiſe ; but, however, Mr Pearſe, 
to convince him what a Friend he intended to have been to 
tin, ſhew'd him a Letter, which was fign'd R. Walpole; 
the Purport of which was, * You have given me ſo good a 
Character of Mr Jordan, that whatever Preferment you 
'ſhall think reaſonable to offer him, ſhall be made good: 
And as for his Brother-in-Law, Mr Franklyn, he ſhall have 
' the firſt Living that he will accept of which falls in the Gift 
' of the Crown, or the Seals.” That My Pear/e, at the ſame 
time, told him, that he expected his Brother Jordan would 
all a Hall and fill up the Corporation; which he { Franklyn) 
took to be to get a Returning-Officer. And My Pearſe ſaid, 
face his Brother Fordan had refuſed him, he had nothing to 
mut to unleſs he ( Frankhn) could influence him; that he 
told My Pearſe, he did not like the Affair and would not 
neddle with it, and My Pear/e then reply'd, if fair Means 
would not do, foul muſt ; and he thought My Pearſe ex- 
find what he meant by foul Means, for he ſaid he muſt 
tare at their Charter: And he thinks their Charter has been 
ice attack d; for three Months after Mr Pearſe attempted 
bet up a Mayor in a Manner contrary tb the uſual Cuſtom 
& the Place, and My Pearſe's Friends have filed ſeveral 
hlormations in the King's Bench againſt the Corporation. 

Thmas Pearje, Eſq; being examined faid, that ſome time Alſo of Thomas 
fore the laſt general Election, Mr Fojzeux of Weymouth was Pearſe, Eſq; 
nt up to London by his ( Pearſe's) Friends, with a Scheme 
n the Removal and Promotion of ſeveral Officers of the Re- 
rave at the Port of Weymouth, without which Alterations, 

w de ( Pearſe) himſelf might be choſe at the general E- 
ton, yet it was impracticable to carry all the four Mem- 
en. Part of this Scheme was to remove William Clapcott 
th; from being Goveraor of Portland Caftle, and My 
liver Tucker. from being Receiver of the Hawkers and 
tedlars, and Surveyor of the King's Quarries in Portland; 
Rc laſt with the Salary of 500 J. per Annum, and 40 J. 
* 2 Clerk, was to be dirided between Mr Tizzard, the 
42. d 2 then 
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An. 16. Geo. II. then Collector, and My Bryor, which Alterations took Place; 
© $782"... that My Oluius generally tranſacted with Sir Robert Wall 
— every thing about the Election; that he ( Pearſe] apprehen- 
ded that all the Removes that were to be made were with a 
View to influence the Election; and Mr Olmius and he went 
together to Sir Robert Walpole to conſult on Meaſures for 
carrying on the Election, but he believes that the Scheme 
was not ſhewed Sir Robert Walpole but only talked over with 
him. He further ſaid, that when be was at Waemouth in 
the Summer 1740, he was told by Mr Jordan, the then 
Mayor, if he was made Collector in the Room of Ms Tizzard 
that he would fill up the Corporation in order to choſe a re- 
turning Officer againſt the general Election; but that he 
(Jordan) would not think of doing any ſuch thing unleſs he 
ſaw a Letter of it under Sir Robert Walpole's own Hand: 
That when he came to London he did acquaint Sir Nobert 
with the Defireof Mr Jordan, and he ( Pearſe) had a Let. 
ter from him, the Purport of which was, that whatever 
Friends Mr Pearſe ſhould recommend, he (Sir Nobert Val. 
Pole) would endeavour to provide for: That he is well ac- 
quainted with Sir Robert Malpole's Hand, and believes the 
Letter to be of his Writing: That Mr Franihz, a Clergy- 
man, Brather-in-Law to Mr Jordan, was particularly men- 
tioned in the Letter; Sir Robert Walpole ſaying he would 
uſe his Endeavour to get him any Living that ſhould becom 
vacant in the Gift ot the Crown, or of the Lord Chancel 
lor: That he (Pear/e) returned with this Letter to V/ 
. mouth, and did ſhew it to Mr Frankhn, and he believes u 
Mr Jordan, and he thinks it was in a Converſation he had 
with Mr Jordan in Mr Tizzard's Sammer- Houſe ; but tha 
Mr Jordan flew from the Propoſal, ſaying, Employment 
might be given one Day, and taken away the next; whic 
much ſurpriſed him, and in a Day or two he quitted the 
Borough and came to London : That he did not know bu 
after the Election was over he might ſay to Mr Frantz 
Have at your Charter: That he did not know what wa 
become of Sir Robert Wahpole's Letter, but he believed | 
has ſince burn'd it. That when he returned from Wemou 
after Mr Jordan's Refuſal, he call'd on Sir Robert Wahi 
and told him he had been diſappointed in his Scheme; th 
Sir Robert encouraged him to proceed, and he was told 
Mr Olmius, that Sir Robert Walfole had recommended to bun 
(Olzius}) Mr Cho/mondeley and Mr Plummer, to join w. 
bim (Oimius) and that he (Pearſe) did join with them 
. o Olmius, Eſq; being examined, ſaid, that there wi 
* Rt Scheme of — in the Officers of the Revenue? 
Wermouth, which was talk'd over at Mr Pear/ſe's, and u! 
tended to facilitate the Election at Peymeurh: That . 
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auth ; that he and Mr Pearſ were with Sir Robert Wahole to 


ud Mr Bryor, but he does not recolleR if the whole Scheme 
gas ſhew'd to Sir Robert Walpole or no; nor can he recollect Sir 


. e- 7 a/pole's Anſwer about the Scheme ; hut Sir Robert 
" Vahole was very flow in promoting 7:zzard and Bryor : That 
* Mr Olnius had an old Servant whom he wanted to provide 


er, and he told Mr Tizzard and Mr Bryor that as he bad 
o much Trouble to get them the Place, he expected they 
ſhould give his Servant $9.0 per Anmum, which they agreed 
to, but it has not yet been paid, for they have not as yet 


BY dened their own Salaries + That Sir Rebere Wahole faid 
G he one Day to this Examinant, that Colonel Cholmondeley and 
ind: Mr Plummer were very good Men, on which Mr Oluius ſaid, 
bert he would give them all the Intereſt he coulct. 


Your Committee find that tho' theſe Endeavours of the 
Earl of Orford to influence the Voters of Weymouth, and to 
procure a proper returning Officer by thus placing and diſ- 
racing the Officers of the Revenue, did at that Time prove 
ineffectual ; yet juſt before the Election came on, another 
Attempt was made of the ſame Nature, tho' with as little 
Succeſs as before. 


before the Weymouth Election came on, the Reverend Mr 
Mergan came to his Houſe at Deptford, between Five and 
dix o' Clock in the Morning, and asked him if he was 
villing to go on a particular Meſſage to Mr Tucker at Wey- 
nut, which would be of ſingular Service to Mr Tucker as 
xell as to him ( Pomeroy) ; that he anſwered, he was willing 
to do any Thing which could be of any Service either to 


ent from Duty: Mr Morgan told him he was going to Town 
to wait on Sir Robert Walpole, and he would return as ſoon 
v poſſible; and about Two o'Clock in the Afternoon of 
the lame Day Morgan returned to him again, and told him 
te had got Leave for him, for Sir Robert Walpole had writ- 
ten a Letter to Sir Jacob Aciworth for Leave, that Sir 
labert had inquired much of Morgan who Pomeroy was, 
ud if he might be ſafely depended on; and that Morgan 
kid he had anſwered to Sir Robert Walpole for his Fidelity; 
add between Three and Four o Clock in the Afternoon of 
the ſame Day, he ( Pomeroy) came to Town with Morgan, 
vio carried him to the Crown-Tawvern behind the Ex- 
change, where they met Mr Olmius, and they three dined 
together ; and after Dinner Mr Olmins told him (rang) 
t 


{fre that the Surveyor's Place might be given to Mr 7izzard 


Mr Tucker or himſelf, but that he muſt have Leave to be ab- 


abo were mentioned to be advanced had all Intereſt in Ney. An. 16. Geo, II. 


1. 


For Mr Ezekiel Pomeroy, Chief Clerk to the Clerk of the Mr Pomeroy's 
Cheque at Deptford, being examined, ſaid, That on or Examination re- 
about Monday the 27th of April 1741, Eight or Ten Days — h the fad, 
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Aa. 16. Geo. II. that he found by Mr Morges be was willing to go on a] 
. 1742- By e to Mr Tur! er 3 he (Pomeroy) then ak ks, Wk the 


— * we. 
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was, and Mr O/mius told him, if be. would b 
down; to Mr Tucker, and tell him that if he would but agree 
to take him, (O/nixs) Mr Pearſe, and another Friend who 
was not mentioned, he (Omizs) was commiſfioned by Sir 
Robert Walpole, to aſſure him (Tucker) that every Friend 
of his that had been dif ,. ſhould have their Places agu, 
or any others that Mr Tacker ſhould pleaſe to afk ; and as for 
Mr Tucker himſelf, he ſhould have any Thing he would be plea- 
ſed to aſk, and that if he (Tucker) doubted of the Veracity of 
the Meſſage, and either he or his Brother would come to Town, 
they ſhould be fully fatisfy'd of the Truth of it; and that he 
(Pomeroy) was not to communicate this Meſſage to any Perſons, 
but to the Txckers, and his ( Pomeroy's) Father, who had been 
Poſt-maſter, but was then out ; upon this he obſerved to Mr 
Olmius, that Mr Pear/e,who was his Patron, was then in Dor. 

ſet/hire, that he would wonder to ſee him, and would ak 
him Queſtions ;. and he defired to know if he might be at 
Liberty to acquaint him, (Pearſe) with the Meſſage. On this 
Mr Olmius ſaid he would write to Mr Pear/e, and he did 
write a Letter to him, which he gave unſeal'd to him, (bo- 
-reroy) who read it two or three Times, and it was in Sub- 
4tance as follows. . ; | 
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ter on that Oc- good Friend S. R. V. (which he, Pomeroy, ſaid he un- 
caſion. « derſtood to mean Sir Robert Walpole) which Meſſage he is 
not to communicate to any Body, but thoſe to whom he is 

« ſent, therefore aſk him no Queſtions ;- but be aſſured that 

Nothing ſhall be done or tranſacted but what ſhall be for 

< your Intereſt,” as well as for that of your humble Servant, 

FOHN OLMIUS. 


In Conſequence of this, he (Pomeroy) ſet out Poſt the vert 
Morning, which was on Tue/day, for Weymouth, and arrired 
there on Wedneſday at Nine in the Morning; that he waited 
on Mr Tucker, and found him and his Brother both together; 
he told them the Particulars of the Meſſage from Mr Olmiw, 
and he was anſwered by Mr Tucker, that a Propoſal of that 
Kind was abſoluteiy too Jate, that his Word and Honour 
was engaged, and he would not go from it for any Canfidera- 
tion, He farther ſaid, that Mr Tucker aſked him if he had 
brought any Letter from Sir Robert Walpole, to which he 
ſaid, No. He farther ſaid, that Mr Morgan and Mr Olmiz 
had often told him, that if Mr Tucker and his Friends refuſed 
to agree with Mr Olmius, and join their Intereſt to his, it 
would be the total Ruin of Mr Tucker and his Brother, and 
he Oveitkrow of the Charter. 1 

Jul: 
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' Tube Olmins Eſq; blog agate examined, and not recol - An. 16. Geo: H. 
efting ſeveral Things which had been mentioned by Mr Po- 174. 
any, Mr Pomeroy was called in, and he repeated the fame =o - 
Eridence which he had before given, and the Minutes taken Who is examin'd 
y the Clerk of that Evidence were alſo read in the Preſence * ſecond Time, 
of Mr O/mins, who then recolle&ing himſelf confirmed the 
ame: And further ſaid, that he did communicate to Sir 
Robert Walpole his Intention to ſend a Meſſage to Mr Tucker ; 
that he told him he had got Mr Pomeroy, who was a Relation 
of Mr Tucker*s, to go down to uſe his Intereſt with him; that 
Gr Robert faid, by all Means do. That he told Sir Robert 
Valjole that if Mr Tucker came to Town, in Confequence 
thereof, his (Sir Robert's) Affiſtance would be neceſſary for 
the replacing of Mr Tucker's Friends ; that Sir Robert Wal- 
jolt ſaid, it was a very good Thought, that he would do every 
Thing that lay in his Power to ſerve him and his Friends; 
id that this was the Subſlance of what paſſed between them. 

The Reverend Mr John Morgan being examined, and not f . . of 
readily recollecting ſome Circumſtances mentioned by Mr Po- he Reverend Mc 
nir, he was ordered to attend the Committee with Mr Po- Morgan. 
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En 


did ner, who then repeating what he (Pomeroy) formerly ſaid 
[Po- on his Examination, Mr Morgan did then agree, that the 
* principal Part of what he (Pomeroy) aſſerted to have paſſed 


between them, was true ; and further and particularly faid, 
that Sir Robert Walpole did write a Letter in his Preſence to 
ore of the Commiſſioners of the Navy, for Leave for Pomeroy 
to be abſent, which Letter he (Morgan) carried to Sir Jacob 
etworth., | 

To ſuch notorious Attacks as theſe upon the Freedom of The Commit. 
Hections your Committee apprehend, are owing the great, tee's Obſervati- 
ad poſſibly unwarrantable Expences that particular Perſons ons on the At- 
my have been drove to engage in. 'Some Expences the Laws — 3 
alow, by regulating the Manner of them; and thoſe who EleQions, by the | 
gags in illicit Expences, are ſubje& to heavy penal Laws, above Procecd- | 
but there are none particularly adapted to the Caſe of a Mi- ings. q 
titer who clandeftinely employs the Money of the Public, 
ad the whole Power and profitable Employments that attend 
tte collecting and diſpoſing of it, againſt the People; and by 
ths Profuſion and criminal Diſtribution of Offices, in ſome 
Meaſure juſtifies the Expence that particular Perſons are obli- 
ed to be at, by making it neceſſary to the Preſervation of 
il that is valuable to a Free Nation. For in that Caſe the 
Conteſt is plain and viſible. It is, whether the Commons 
tall retain the Third State in their own Hands, whiltt this 
"ole Diſpute is carried on at the Expence of the People; 

| and 

* Mr Pearſe and Mr Tucker were Members for Weymouth in the Lt 
Parliament ; but upon the latter's accepting the Office of Surveyos of 
& King's Quarries in Portland, Ms Olmius was elected in his Room, 


en * - <4. 24 * 


- 


, & | | 
2322 Fuer Report of the Sn Commer 
An.16. Geo. II. but on the Side of the Miniſter, out of the Money granted 

374%; to ſupport and ſecure the Conſtitutional Independency of the 
Three Branches of the Legiſlature.  _ .. | 

This Method of Corruption is as ſure, and therefore your 

Committee apprehends as criminal a Way of ſubverting the 
_ Conſtitution, as by an armed Force. It is a Crime produc. 
tive of a total Deſtruction of the very Being of this Go- 
vernment ; and is ſo high and unnatural, that nothing but 
the Powers of Parliament reach it; and as it can never meet 
with parliamentary Ani madverſions, but when it is unſuccef. 
ful, it muſt ſeek for irs Security in the Extent and Efficacy 


r a= Sz 


= Your Committee, having been informed that this Money 
| had been iſſued under three different Denominations, called 
for an Account hereunto annexed, (No. 10.) of all the Sums 
iſſued for Secret Service, or for his Majeſty's immediate or 
ſpecial Service, (the Money iſſued to his Majeſty's privy Purſe 


of the Miſchief it produces; and therefore your Committee 7 

apprehend it is the more neceſſary for your Conſideration, at 

for while it wants of Succeſs, it leaves an Opportunity to pre- Fr 

ſerve and maintain your Independency for the future. p 

The E. of Or- Your Committee now proceed to lay before you the Con- th 

ford's Conduct duct of the Earl of Orford, with, relation to the Quantity 1 

— — and Manner of iſſuing and receiving that Part of the Publ M 
, _ Money, granteq for the Support of the Civil Government, 4 
| Weich has been employed in what is commonly called Secret fa 
Services. | he 

the 

for 

by 

ur 

my 


excepted) or to reimburſe Expences during the laſt Ten Years Te 
in which Robert Earl of Orford was firſt Commiſſioner of the mit 
Treaſury, &c. And the Account having been laid before BW 
them from the Auditor of the Exchequer's Office, there aps Nat 
peared to be iſſued under theſe three Heads only, including ? 


the annual Sum of 3000 /. paid to each of the Secretaries of 
State for Secret Services, the Sum of 1,453,400 J. 65. 34. 
The iſſuing ſuch an immenſe Part of the Money, given for 
Remarks of the the Support of the Civil Government, to theſe particular Uſe, 
Committee during a Time of profound Tranquility till the late Rupture 
thereupon. with Spain, greatly alarmed your Committee, and — them 
upon examining what Sums had been iſſued for the ſame Ser. 
vices in a former Period of the like Number of Years. And 
your Committee beg Leave to repreſent to you that exorbi 
tant as this Sum may ſeem, they would have ſuppreſſed this 
Part of their Report, if by the Compariſon they had entred 
upon, they could any Ways have reconciled their Silence upon 
this Head, to their Duty to this Houſe, and the Nation; 
and your Committee hope, that the Period they have pitched 
upon, Will evince the Truth of this Intention, as it compre- 
hends a general and moſt expenſive War Abroad, a Demile 
of the Crown, the happy Eſtabliſhment of the prefect For 


mi 2 
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— 


Relating. to 


lion at Home; in ſhort, every Event that can happen to ju(- 


Government, And it is not eaſy to expreſi the Surprize of 
your Committee, when they found by the Accpunt laid be- 
fore them, which is annexed, (No. 11.) that from the / 


was iſſued under the aforeſaid Heads, no more than'the Sum 
of 337,960 J. 4 5. 5 4. halfpenny. * 2 

Your Committee, obſerving that the Sollicitors of the 
Treaſury for the time being, are the only Perſons to whom 
any of theſe Sums have been iſſued that are accountable for 
the fame ; and there having been iſſued to Mr. Paxton, the 
preſent Sollicitor 68,800 /. in the laſt ten Years, in which 
the Earl of Orford was firſt Commiſſioner of the Treaſury, 
and the Sum of 58,516 J. 2. 10 . to Mr Borret, and 
Mr Cratcherode F ſucceſſively Sollicitors, between the 1/7 of 
4uzuft, 1707 and the firſt of Auguft 1717. Theſe Sums 
ſubſtracted from their reſpective Totals, the Remainder will 
be 1,384, 600 J. 65. 3 4. iſſued for Secret Seryices, durin 
the laſt ten Years, and 279,444 /. 15. 7 4. halfpenny, iſſu 
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by which it appears, that the Sum expended on theſe Services 
during the laſt Ten Years, amounts to near Five Limes as 
much as what was expended for the ſame Services in the 
Ten Years ending the firſt of Auguft 1717 ; and your Com- 
mittee cannot ſee that any Exigency of Affairs, any Dimi- 
tution of the National Debt, or Acceſſion of Wealth to the 
Nation, has happened to juſtify ſuch Profuſion. | 

And though your. Committee very well apprehend, that 
o Form of Government can ſubſiſt, without a Power of 
employing publick Money for Services, which are, in their 
Nature, ſecret, and ought always to remain fo; yet when 
ach exorbitant Sums are iſſued for thoſe Services, as by paſ- 
ing through the Hands of a Miniſter, may become dange- 
ous to the Liberties of the People, your Committee thought 
themſelves indiſpenſably obliged to lay it before you in all 
tte Lights which the very imperſect Evidence they have been 
idle to procure, can throw upon this nice and dangerous 
branch of Service. n 

Your Committee now proceed to lay before you the Proofs 
lat the Money iſſued under the Three Heads of Secret Ser- 


uderſtood to mean one and the ſame Thing. 


eee 


Day of Aug uf, 1707, ta the . Day of Auguſt 1717, there 


for the like Services from the Year 1707 to the Year 1717 


ice, of Special Service, and to Reimburſe- Expences, were 


Family upon the Throne, and an open and dangerous Rebel. An. 16. Ges. Il. ö 
174% 
ty extraordinary Expences in carrying on the Buſineſs of. 


Chriſtopher Jin, I Eſq; a Clerk in the "Treaſury, and Examination orf 


do came into that Office in the Year 1684, ſaid on his Exa- Mr To - 


1742. "HY e mina geryice Money. 


An. 16. Geo. II. mination, © That he look d on all theſe Monies to be of the 


1742. 


Alſo of Mr 


Ceo. Campbell 5 Examination before the Committee declare, That he ws 


Mr Farley. 


34 8 Farther Report of the — conte 


ſame Nature; that they are all without Account except 
as to what relates to the Sollicitor of the Treafury, not is 
there any Entry in the Treaſury of the Application of any 
of theſe Sums of Money.” . ner 1 
John Shepherd, a Deputy · Meſſenger of the Treafury, who 
has received very large Sums under each of theſe Three 
Heads, being examined, ſaid, That the Warranty upon 
which he received Money at the Exchequer under any of 
theſe Three Heads, whether in his own Name, or in the 
Name of other Perſons, were all without Account, and that 
he mage no Diſtinction, whether the Orders were for 
Special, or Secret Service, or to Reimburſe y 
But your Committee obſerve, that all the Money iſſued 
under the Head of Secret Service, is iſſued in the Name of 
Fobn Scrope, Eſq; Secretary of the Treaſury, but the Or- 
ders for the Sums which were iſſued under the Heads of Spe- 
cial Service, or to Reimburſe Expences, are payable to My 
Lewwther, Mr Richards, and Mr Shepherd, Meſlengen of 
the Exchequer, and to a great Variety of other Names, for 
which Sums no Receipts appear to have been given but 
none of thoſe to whoſe Names theſe Orders are payable, un- 
der either of theſe Three Heads, appear to have any In- 
tereſt in the Sums thus iſſued. | dur T 
And your Committee have the greateſt Reaſon to believe 
that many of the Orders for this Money were iſſued un- 
known to the Perſons to whom they were made payable; for 
Mr George Campbell, Banker, in the Strand, did, on his 


defired by the Earl of 7/ay to go to the Treaſury, andtake 
up an Order which he would there find iſſued in his own 
Name, ard to carry it to the Earl of Orford; that be ac- 
cordingly went to the Treaſury, where he received from 
one of the Clerks an Order for the Sum of 22344. 4 5. 6d. 
for Special Service; that he carried this Order to the Earl 
of Orford, and indors'd it; and then the faid Earl defired 
the Examinant to leave it for him at the Treaſury ; that 
he accordingly did leave it at the Treaſury with Mr Lu, 
one of the Clerks; that being at the Treafury about ſome 
other Affairs, in February laſt, he accidentally ſaw an Order 


that. was made out in his Name for a Sum of Money, th 
which he believes had been ſigned two or three Days be- wr 
fore, but that he had no Notice from the Earl of ll, Al 
or any other Perſon, that ſuch an Order would be made Wa 
out in his Name. 05 
And Mr Abraham Farley being examined in Relation to 1 
* ö 


Member for Lyme-Regis in this Parliament, and formerly u oi 
the Barons of the Exchequer in Scotland, | 


the Month of January 1736, Mr Lawton told him that 
there was an Order made out in his Name, and bid him 


own Uſe, for he paid it over immediately to Mr Lasuren, 
and that he did not know what Lawton did with it, nor 
did he ( Farley) know that any. ſuch Order was made out, 
til Mr Lawton told him of it, and ſent him to re- 
ceive it.” | 
And Mr Edvard Bryant, formerly UnderDoor-keeper to the 
| Treaſury, now Meſlenger, being examined before the Commit- 
tee, in relation to two Orders, one for 3961 J. 65. 8 4. and 
the other for 2700 J. which were iſſued in bis Name, 
ſaid, * That Mr Tila called him to indorſe thoſe Orders, 
which he accordingly did, and then gave them to Mr 
Tilon ; and that this is all that he knew about it,” for he 
never did receive the Money for thoſe, or for any other 
Orders at the Exchequer, nor, does he know who did.” 
And your Committee alſo obſerve, that there have been a 
great Number of other Orders, which do not appear to have 
been communicated to the Perſons whoſe Names were made 
Uſe of therein (if any ſuch Perſons there were) altho' their 
Names were indorſed on the Back of the reſpective Or- 
ders, as having received the Amount of the Sums therein ſpe- 
cify'd ; for a Liſt of Perſons in whoſe Names Money was 
iſu'd during the Term of the Enquiry, lying before the 
Committee, many of theſe Names were read over, (a Liſt 
of which is annex'd No. 12) to Mr n, Mr Fane, and 
Mr Shepherd, and they all declar'd they knew no ſuch 
Perſons, tho* Mr Shepherd in particular had received Money 
on many of thoſe Orders, and faid he has wonder'd he 
derer ſaw the Perſons who endorſed for large Sums. And 
tho" neither Mr 7i/ſon, Mr Fane, nor Mr Shepherd knew 
who theſe Orders were indorſed by, yet Mr Fane ſaid, * That 
ſuch Orders where the Perſons were not known, have been 
ſometimes taken away by the Earl of Orford, and other 
Lords of the Treaſury, to be indorſed ; and that they 
lare often been ſent away to be indors'd, and when they 
were thus ſent away, it was generally to the Earl of Orford. 
In the next Place your Committee lay before you, That 
tlough they have the greateſt Reaſon to believe, that the 
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s de- vole Sum of 1,384,600 J. 6 5s. 3 4. ( excepting the annual 
Ln. Allowance to the Secretaries of State for Secret Service) 
nade vas under the ſole Direction and Diſpoſition of the Earl of 


0rfird; yet in order to proceed with the utmoſt Care and 


n to Caution, they think it becomes them to diſtinguiſh to the 
= Houſe thoſe Sums which they can trace into the Hands of 
* rarticular Perſons, from thoſe which were evidently lodged 


1742. e 2 wich 
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go and receive it ; that he did receive it, but not for his 


an Order in his Name for 1200 /. ſaid, That about An. 16. Ges. II. 
* 


4 


36 Farther Report of the SECRET CoMMuTTas 
An. 16. Ceo. II. With the ſaid Earl, or with Mr Screpe, Secretary to the 
4% ©. Treaſury, and which your Committee have the | 
LV Rexfon to believe, from collateral Proofs, ( having not been 
able to obtain the direct ones) were deliver'd over by Mr 
Scrope to the ſaid Earl. : NEEDS 
And they begin with Mr Lowwther, to whom the Sum of | 
177,610 J. 115. 64. has been ifſued within the Term of 
the Enquiry, which has been diſpoſed of by him, from 
Time to Time, purſuant to Minutes of the Treaſury, and 
Aczount of he has paid in that Interval no leſs a Sum than 50,077 ll 18 ;, 
50,077 l. 188. to Authors and Printers of News-papers, ſuch as Free-Briton, 
eds mg Daily-Conurants, Perſuafives to Candour and Impartiality, 
FT OPT Corncutter"s-Fournal, Gazetteers, and other political Papers, 
as appears by the Appendix (No. 13.) And your En 
mittee leave it to the Judgment of the Houſe, whether this 
particular Sum was leſs under the Direction of the Earl of 
Orford. than if it had paſs'd through his own Hands. 
| The next Sum to be ranged under this Head is a Sum of 
Examination of 30,119 J. 4 3. which has been paid to Mr Middleton, 
Mr Middleton, Banker in the Strand, on the Earl of Jay's Account, being 
relating to 27,769 J. 45. iſſued in his 'own Name, and 2350. 7 
* SES chim by Shepherd, Mr Miduleton being examin'd, faid, 
Ilay's e That all the Sums iſſued in his own Name, and what was 
paid him by Shepherd, was received by him on the Earl of 
Ilay's Account, out of which about 1500 /. was paid for Fees: 
That the Earl of Jay has kept Caſh with him for ſeveral 
Years; and that he keeps no Account of theſe Sums of 
Money diftint from his general Caſh- Account” with the 
Earl of Jay, and that theſe Sums were drawn out of his 
Hands in the ſame Manner with the reſt of the Ea] of 
 Clay's private Money. That perhaps 5 or 6000 J. fer 
\ Armum of the Earl of 7lay's Money may have paſs d thro 
this Examinant's Hands; that this Examinant cannot 
charge his Memory that any Jarge Sums were drawn out 
at any Time, except for Purchaſes and buying of Idi 
Bonds; nor has this Examinant - remitted any Money into 
Scotland for Lord Jlay, nor dots be- remember that 
Lord {lay has drawn on him from Scotland for more 
than one Sum, which was about 400 J. payable to a Mer- 
chant; nor did any Perſons come to him for Money, ac. 
cording to the beſt of his Memory, but Servants and 
Tradeſmer. . 
In the next Place, your Committee lay before you a 
Account of a Sum iſſued for his Majeſty's Service, which 
tho' in itſelf not conſiderable enough to deſerve the Attent- 
on of the Houſe, yet is accompany'd with ſuch Circum- 
ſtances as make it their indiſpenſable Duty to take particular 
Notice of it. 10 
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For Mr Jobs Lever, High Bailiff of the City of Ve- An. 16. Geo. II. 
zir/er, having incurr'd the Diſpleaſure of this Houſe, by 174. 
ing at the general Election in an illegal and arbitrary Man- 

ner, in prejudice of the Rights and Liberty of the Electors Ts 

of the ſaid City, and in manifeſt Violation of the Freedom — er: 
Elections; and being in Cuſtody of the Serjeant at Arms e — 
mending this Houſe for the ſaid Offence, your Committee paid to the High 
ind that 1500 /. iſſued under the Head of Money io reim- Bailiff of Welt- 
hurſe Expences for his Majeſty's Service, was (during his be- Winſter. 

ing in Cuſtody) apply'd to the uſe of the ſaid Lever for Fobn 

Sgpberd ſaid, That Mr Scrope ſent for him and pull'd'out of 

is Pocket an Order for 1500 J. which was in his (Shepherd's) 

Name, and told him he muſt carry. it to Sir Charles Wager 

ud endorſe it, and leave it with Sir Charles; that he went 

xcordingly to Sir Charles, took the Order of him again, 

ud it as uſual, and receiv'd the Money, and deliver'd 

the 1500 J. Nett- money, into Sir Char/e;'s own Hand. And 

Francis Gaſbry, Eſq; a Member of this Houſe being exa- Mr Gaſhry's Ex- 
nin'd, ſaid, That Sir Charles Wager told him, that he was zmination relat- 
n Expectation of getting ſome Money for Mr Lever, tha rn 
High-Bailiff of Weſtminſter. And when he (Gafery) one 

lay return'd from the Navy-Board,. Sir Charles told him, 

that in his Abfence 1 500 J. had been brought him by one of 

de Treaſury, and Sir Charles defir'd him to take the Money 

ud pay it to Mr Lever; and that he receiv'd the 1500 J. 

um Sir Charles the 2d of January laſt, and has fince paid 

tto the Uſe of the ſaid Lever, as will more fully appear by 

bs Examination hereunto annexed (No. 14.) a 

Befides theſe Sums there are two other Sums of 428 J. 12. 

nd 2,110 J. 13 5. to be added to this Account, iſſued to Mr 

l Heup, which he ſaid were to anſwer Bills drawn from Examination of 
ad. Theſe Sums already mentioned, together with the Mr Le Heup. 
Money iſſaed to the Secretaries of State for Secret Service, ; 

ze all the Money which your Committee has been able to 

mce into the Hands of particular Perſons, and amount in 

be whole to the Sum '271,769 J. 0s. 6 4. and this being 

tken from the Sum of 1,384,600 J. 6s. 34. the whole 

thed under the three Heads for Secret Service, there re- 

mins the Sum of 1,112,831 J. 5 . 9d. which Sum your 

lommittee conceive they have traced more immediately in- 

bthe Hands of the Earl of Orford or Mr « þ and do 


v proceed to lay the Proofs thereof before you, as alſo 
te Circumſtances which induced them to believe that what- 
7 dums were paid into the Hands of Mr Scrope, were by 
un paid over to the Earl of Orford. C 
They firſt obſerve that this laſt Sum of 1,112,831 J. 55. gd. 
kth either been iſſued under the Head of Secret Service in 
& Name of Mr Scrope, or under the Heads of ſpecial Ser- 

| : vice 
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An. 16. Geo. II. vice, and to reimburſe —— veg $ of Richard; 
-- 1742. \ Shepherd, and others, the | which hath 
8 — at the Exchequer ty Shepherd or — 
| Richards. | We | 
Farther Exami- For John Shepherd being examined ſaid, * That he 
— -of received at the Exchequer ſeveral Sums of Money by Or 
ing to Secret ders made out in his own Name, and other Sums by ( 
Service Money, ders made out in the Name of Perſons unknown 46 him Dir 
| and that he has generally received the Secret Service-Mone 
which is in Mr Scrope's Name: That che Orders for the 7c: 
Sums were generally given to him by Mr Fase, or 
Scrope, and ſometimes by Mr Til/on, or an under Clerl 
but chiefly by Mr Fane; and that he uſually repaid vi yer 
Money when he had received it, to thoſe from whom ber. 
received the Order, unleſs they particularly directed hin | 
to pay it to other Perſons ; and that all his Warrants we 
without Account; and he made no D iſtinction whet} Ore: 
the Orders were in his own Name or Mr Scrope's, or 
unknown Names; nor whether for Special ar | ” 
vice, or to reimburſe Expences: That he has ſometime de | 
paid Money which he has thus received to the Earl of Ob 
ford ; and this has ſometimes been the Secret Serre Ine, 
Money which is in Mr Scrope's Name, amounting to co C 
6, 7, or 8, ooo J. at a Time; and that he has paid hu 
likewiſe Money that was iſſued in his (Shepherd's) Nane O. 
but that he has not made theſe Payments often ; and tha 
what he had been employed in had been formerly done b 
Mr Richards, but when Mr Richards died it was put 0 
him (Shepherd.') 
And of Mr Til/on being examined ſaid, That he has had Secre 
Mr Tilſon. Service-Money brouglit to him, but that he never did re 
ceive any Money at the Exchequer himſelf, Shepherd al 
ways brought it to him; but that he has always deliver 
all Moneys he has received, whether for Secret Service gr, 
Special Service, or to Reimburſe Expences, to Mr Fara 
Mr Scrope, or the Earl of Orford : That he has, to be are 
paid very conſiderable Sums of Secret Service-Money i 
the Earl of Orford, but has no way of aſcertaining ant. 
Book what he has paid, the Tranſition was ſo quick. WW 
Alſo of Henry Fane Eſq; a Clerk of the Treaſury ſaid, * 
Mr Fane, he has received verbal Orders from the Earl of Orfor 
to prepare Warrants for the King to Sign, and to brine in 
to him, the ſaid Earl, the Money. That Sums of Mone! 
for Secret Service have been frequently put into his Hand 
which were ſometimes brought him by a Meſſenger; 400 
that he delivered this Money either to the Earl of Orf# 
himſelf, or to Mr. Scrope, to carry it to the faid Eiger 
That when he gave it to Mr Scrope it was for him to 
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Relating 46 RonR T Earl of Ouronb 39 
jo the ſaid Earl' Hands, excepting ſome trifling Sums 
d many Sums to the ſaid Earl, but kept no Acccount ; 


yr could he recollect the particular Sums he has thus paid. 
That what he has received and paid, and what he has 


Jretions either from | himſelf or ſignified to him by Mr 
ire; and he does not know that any other Lord of the 
Treaſury has ever given him Directions for either re- 
ring or paying any Secret Service-Money., - 

* he farther ſaid, That the Orders he has received to 
Warrants upon the three Heads of Secret Service, 
vecial Service, or to reimburſe Expences for his Majeſty's 
mice, have been either directly from Lord Orford him- 
af, or from other Perſons who ſignified to him that thoſe 
(ers were from Lord Orford. | 


i Charles Wager, the Sum of 78,633 J. 145. 24. and 


2 Orders in various Names, which the Committee call'd 
hr, 26 of them, amounting to the Sum of 119,211 4, 85. 44. 
wear to have been received by Shepherd ; for he ſaid he 
hays ſigned them on the Back, as a Witneſs when they 
not in his own Name. Theſe Sums, thus iſſued in the 
nes of Mr Scrope, Shepherd, Richards, and of other 
Arons received by Shepherd, amount in the whole to 
059,211 /. Gs. 24. And this Sum your Committee think 
ey have traced into the Hands of the Earl of Orford, or 
Wt Scrope, who, Mr Fane believes, carried all he received 
b the ſaid Earl. There is ſtill wanting to make up the 
km of 1,112,831 J. 5 5. 9d. the Sum of 53,619 J. 1945. 74. 
u this laſt Sum hath been iſſued by Orders, fix of which, 
Wounting to 23,650 J. were in Names not known, and 
ineſſed by Perſons belonging to the Treaſury, tho' not by 
Wierd ; and the Remainder were generally for ſuch ſmall 
as, that your Committee did not think it neceſſary to 

ter into a more minute Examination about them. 
| farther appears to your Committee, that beſides the 
a of 1,453,400 J. 6. 3 d. already mentioned, there has 
u paid in the ten Years preceding the 10t: of Fe- 
laſt, the Sum of 45,675 /. without Account to the 
Kitty of the Polt-Office for the Time being, as by an Ac- 
ut hereunto annexed, (No. 15.) by virtue of a 2 — 
| rom 


* 


% or 50 J. which he | has paid to others: | That he has 


fed in theſe Affairs was by the ſaid Earl of Orford's 


athe Name of Richards, 45,5467. 18 5. 6 4. and out of » 


\ the Earl of Orford, and he believes all ſuch Sums came Ad. 26. Geo.L, 
$7424 


Your Committee next obſerve, that the Sum iſſued in Farther Re. 
lf Scrope's Name for Secret Seryice, during the Time of marks of the 
te Enquiry, amounts to 815,819 J. 5's. 2 4. And there Committee re- 
v been iſſued in the Name of Shepherd, within the ſame iatinf t Money 


Tme, excluſive of what he paid to Mr Middleton, and — wag Secret 
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Office of this Kind, that it n 

the Secretaries of the State. The Eſtabliſhment in th 
Office ſeemed ſo extraordinary mn 
have added the Particulars, as contained. in the-Exami 
tion of Mr Barbutt, hereunto annexed, (No. 160 You 
Committee cannot but obſerve; that this Method of - givin 
Warrants for Money, without Account, on the Offices, wi 
any Part of the — rcied, Þ bi 
irregular, as it tends to diſguiſe the Sums iſſued for 8 
Service, and may conceal the Amount of the Reveace 
ſelf ; for if the Sums paid by ſuch Warrants are « 
from the Receipt of the Revenue before it io accented fu c 
and the Balance only paid into the Exchequer, the Reven 
muſt appear to be leſs by nen 
mount to. 

Vour Committee now proceed to lay best the | 
Tranſactions of the Earl of Orford, as firſt Commiſſioner t 
the Treaſury ; by which it will appear that beſides the 
Sums they have already mentioned, he 22 
the Remains of the Public Treaſure, which his former] 
ſion had left in che Exchequer, but even preſumed to a i 
pate the Revenues of his Majeſty's Civil-Lift for a confideral 
Sum, and by altering the regular CL 
ments, did avail himſelf of that Anti 
Sum of Money into his owfi hands, Ag — | 
different Orders. For on the gth of n 
but two Days before he quitted his 
were ſigned by him for the Payment of 23,641 £7 5, 64.4 
Secret Service, and to reimburſe Expences, beſides two obe 
Orders payable out of the Civil Liſt- which 
figned on the ſame Day, for 5047 J. 16 s. 3. % We 

being then other Orders in the Revenue, ſtanding 
and uncomplied with; for the Sum of 1562 4,94 ® 
amounting in the whole to the Sum of — 125.1143 
notwithſtanding, that on that Day there was but 14-254 
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| Relating if Rosy Barl Or 4 


£4 


111.04: 44a the er, applicable to the Uſes. of his An-16. Ges It, © 
1 0)"s Ovid Government a | 


appeared to. your- Committee, 274% 
ty a State laid before them of che Caſh of the Civi- La 


* 


Jobn Shepherd being examined, ſaid, that the Courſe of Account of the 
receiving Money in the Exchequer, is thus: The King iflues regular Courſe of 
his Sign Manual for a certain Sum, which is 
by the Lords of the Treaſury, and thereon. the Lords of the in e Exche- 
Treaſury direct a Warrant, figned by them to the Auditor of 


fury figns a Letter to the Auditor, directing the Money to 
be iſſued when the before-menti I 
nat, and Order, are ; 
gether with the Letter, are 


recorded, but keeps the Sign Manual 
the next Morning, when upon applying to him be delivers 

hen op e the Money, who : 
carries them to the Clerk of the Pells, where they. are com- 
pared with the Order, 
writes them upon the Order, | 
a, Recorded ſuch a Day 3 then the Order being carried to 
the Tellers, the Money is paid. & %% 


t Offices between the iffuing of the Warrant and the 
Receipt of the Money from the Tellers, which were not 
oblerved in the caſe of the Sum, which the Earhof Orford - 
dd, on the 9th of February, get into his own Hands; for 
& appears, that this Sam was received in conſequence of 
two Warrants, iſſued in the Name of Mr Screpe, for Secret a 
*rvices, one for 8442 J. and the other for 5969 J. and one 
ter Warrant, iffued in the Name of 8 4 for Special 
vice, for 3050 f. and was paid to the Earl of Orford on 
te very Day the Warrants were figned by him the ſaid Earl. 
This was effected by depoſiting the Orders with. the Bank- 
Oicer at the Exchequer, before they were properly di- 
need by the Auditor, for Mr Matthew Collet, the principal 
kak-Clerk, who attends at the Exchequer, being examined, 
kid, that he paid the Money for thoſe Orders to Mr Fane, 
1742, e, f on 
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42 Farther Report of the SECRET CommurTte 
An. 26. Geo. II on Tue/day the gth of February laſt, that the Orders were not 
1742+ directed by the Auditor, till the'11th of F ſollowi 
Mr Pane, . and he did not receive the Sums for thoſe Orders at the Ex. 
— — chequer, till the 17th; and Mr Fan bring examined, ſaid, 
paid by him to That he received on the gth of February laſt the three Sums 
the E. of Orford of 8442 J. of 5969 J. and 3050 /. as Secret Service Money, 
"= as Secret Service- That it was = the Bank-Officer that he received this 
= Money, and left the Orders with him, and that the ſame Dey 
; between the Hours of 11 and 1,he paid them ther in one 
4 Payment to the Earl of Orford in his Cloſet at his Houſe in 
.  Downing-Street ; that he took his Directions from the faid 
i Earl, to prepare the Warrants for theſe three Sums, and was 
y at the ſame time ordered to bring the Money to him; and he 
being again farther examined, ſaid, that on the Tburſig 
preceding the Earl of Orford's cy nyo of his Employ- 
ments, being the 4th of February, Mr Scrope ordered Mr 
Fane, to draw a Warrant for a Penſion of 4000 J. per 4. 
num to the Lord Orford, during the joint Lives of the 
King, and of the Earl, which he accordingly did, and gave 
it to Mr Scrope, who returned it him the next Day, and faid, 
the Earl of Orford had peruſed it, and approved of it with 
ſome immaterial Alterations ; and when it was wrote over 
fair, Mr Scrope took it again, and as Mr Fane believes, left it 
with the Earl of Orford. | 
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I It appears to your Committee, that one of the Order li 
Fxa ppea * N 
Ager Fach &. xn'd by the ſaid Earl, on che gth of Febaary, was i # 
lating to a Bill 2000 J. payable to Major Forth, under the of reim- 8 
=O Lark pences for his Majeſty's Service. 1 ſo 
bythe D. of Bol- And Major Forth being examin'd, ſaid, That he 24. %: 
Ortord. © vanc'd a Sum of Money to the Duke of Bolton, for which 


he was to receive 7000 J. at 1000 J. each half Year ; and that 
the Duke drew a Bill, directed to Sir Robert Walpole, which 
run thus: I defire you will pay to Major Forth 1000 /. or 
© his Order, every half Year, for three Years ard a half, to 
* commence from Lady-Day laſt, Value receiv'd, 16 Ma, 
* 1738.” That Sir Robert Walpole verbally _— this 
Bill, but would not indorſe it: That he has receiv'd 5000 
at five different Payments, from Sir Robert Walpole's own 
Hands in Bank Notes; and that Lord Orford told him, 2. 
bout the gth of February laſt, that a Warrant was fign'd for 
the 2000 J. unpaid, which was the firſt Order that had paſs 
. through the Treaſury. | 
Nr by ar Your Committee being further deſirous to inform them- 
2 = ſelves in what Manner the vaſt Sums iſſued for Secret der- 
Secret Service Vice were accounted for to his Majeſty, ſent for Mr 770% 
was accounted for who being examin'd, ſaid, That when his Majeſty fign'd 
ts his Majeſty. Sign Manual for the paying of any Sum of Money to Mr 
Scrope, for Secret Service, he alſo fign'd at the ſame my 
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Relating to RozenT Earl of Oxrons, 43 
a Receipt to Mr Scrope for the ſame dum, but that there was An. 16. Geo, II. 


'"y ' alyays a Blank left for the Date, and the Dates are at the 274% 
Ex. ſame time put in at the Treaſury to the Warrant, the Or- 5 
ſaid, der, the Sign Manual, and the King's Receipt ; and this is 

ums uſually done by the Entering · Clerk, who wrote the Sign 

ney, Manual, that it may all appear in the ſame Hand: That 


the Date of the Receipt is always made the ſame as the Date 
of the Order. And he produc'd to your Committee a Paper, 
the Copy whereof is here inſertcd, and is as follows : 


GEORGE R. 


We acknowledge to have receiv'd of our trufly and well be- 
led John Scrope, £/q; the Sum of 5969 J. being the jame 
Sum which in purſuance of an Order, bearing Date this Day, 
was i ſued to him, at the Receipt of Our Exchequer for Our 
Secret Service. Given at our Court of St. James's, the 9th of 
February, 1741, in the 15th Year of Our Reign. | 


GEORGE R. 


TE 


— 
22 
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Examined, OrFokD. 


And your Committee being inform'd, that the Paper de- 

lrer d by Mr Tilſox was the Hand-writing of Mr Thomas 

Vilkin, ſent for him; and he being examin'd, ſaid, That 

the laid Paper was his Hand- writing, and was by him copied 

from a, Paper deliver'd to him by Mr Tien, and he believ'd 

ws an Original : That he has never ſeen the King write, Air. Wil io of 

but he has ſeen many Sign Manuals, and he thinks there |,\;,, thereto. 

was the ſame Hand to that Paper: That he has never ſeen 

the Ear! of Orford write, but what was to the Paper, he 

copied, was like what he had ſeen for the Earl of Orford's 

Hand : That he believes the Copy he made was not exa- 

nin d, but he copied it exactly, Word for Word, and took 

the Sums and Dates exactly, and he believes it was a true 

Copy. 

Your Committee cannot but obſerve, that this Receipt is 

for one of thoſe very Sums which Mr Fare receiv'd, by An- 

ticipation, of the Bank-Officer, the gth of February, and 

which was not really iſſued at the Receipt of the Exche- 

quer till the 17th of February, and never went into the 

Hands of Mr Scrops, but was immediately carried to 

lord Orford, | 
Your Committee were at a Loſs to know, what was meant 

by thoſe Words, Examined, Oxroxsp, it being impoſſible 

o mean the witneſſing to bis Majeſty's Receipt of it from 

Mr Scrope on that Day ; * Mr Scrope never had the Mo- 
2 ne y, 
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4% Farther Report of the SNS Commuorer 
An. x6 Geo, II. ney, therefore conld not pay it into his Majeſty's Hands, a 
1742. that would imply. Nor have your Committee been able to 
* ” inform themſelves, whether or no this is conformable to any 
antient and regular Way of diſcharging Perſons” for the 

Receipt of ſuch Sums, or a modern Invention. | 
And in order to clear up this, and other Matters of far 
greater Importance, your Committee apply'd to the Houſe 
— for Leave to examine Jobs Scrope, Edd; in 
Scrope. whereof he did attend on the 4th of June inſtant, when 
he did acquaint the Committee, That he had read the Oath 
and found it to be a ſtrong one, and defir'd\ the Opinion 
of the Committee how he was to behave : That if they in- 
tended to examine him about the Secret Service ; be 
doubted he could not anſwer withont having his Majeſty's 
Leave: And he faid he was tender of doing any ching that 
might leave a Stain upon his Character; though he believes 
he can give no Iuſormation to the Committee more than 
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what they have already got. And then he withdrew. And 
then Mr Scrope was again call'd in,and the Chairman inform'd 
him, That the Committee had confider'd of what he had 
ſaid, and he was directed to accqaint him, that they did 
N | not think themſelves to be in a Situation to direct or adviſe 


in the Affair; but the Committee deſir d to know, whe- 
ther he would ſubmit to take the Oath or not? To which 
Mr Scrope anſwer'd, I hope you will give me Time to con- 
ſider of it, as being a Matter of great Conſequence ; and 
then he withdrew: Upon which the Committee 
him to attend on the 14th mftant June; on which Day he 
did accordingly attend, and your Committee being inform'd, 
that he defir'd to ſpeak with the Chairman and the Cem- 
mittee, he was call'd in and ask'd, What he had to ſay ? 
Whereupon Mr Scrope ſaid, He was extreamly ſorry that 
he ſhould give the Committee ſo much Trouble, for he did 
aſſure them, that his Refuſal was not premeditated, for he 
came the other Day reſolved to take the Oath, tho he had 
then Doubts if he ſhould anſwer in what related to Secret 
Service Money, and he thought he might have made bs 
Objections, when he was examin'd to it; and accordingly 
began to take the Oath 3 but when he came to the general 
Words, he found them to be fo ſtrong, and general, that be 
doubted if he ſhould not be gailty of Perjury, if he ſhould 
take the Oath and not anſwer. | 
That he had improved the Time the Committee had 
been ſo kind to give him, and had conſulted with the ablef 
Lawyers and Divines, and they have made his Scropis 
ftronger ; and that he did not do it to obſtruRt the Enquiry, 
but could not as an honeſt Man, and with a ſafe Conſcience, 
take the Oath ; that be had laid his Caſe before the * 
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Relating u Roar Earl of Our * 
was authorized to ay, © That the Diſpoſal of Money oh 

Ar for Secret Service, by the Nature of it, requires the Ry 

: moſt Secrecy, and is accounted for to His | only, Who refuſes to 


dt permit him to take the Oath, 


g | 


, Oath, when there were particular Queſtions which 
he did not intend to anſwer ; that he hoped he ſhould not 

pcar the Diſpleaſure of the Committee, for if the Oath 
RD FE an. 

Which Behaviour of Mr Scrope greatly furpriz'd your g 

Committee, conſidering the Information they. had received — 15 
fom the many Papers relating to the Secret Service, which thereupon. 

had been laid before them, and from the Examination of 
tie Meſſengers, and the moſt knowing and active Clerks 
u the Office where he is Secretary. | 

Mr Scrope having thus refuſed to anſwer to this material 
Part of this Enquiry, your Committee beg Leave to obſerve, 
tat thoſe Sums which are ſpecify'd to be for Secret Ser- 
nce, and which have always been iſſu d in Mr Scrope's 
Name, are the only Money for which His Majeſty gives a 
eceipt, and may therefore be all that the Crown conceives 

to be ifſa'd without Account; for the ſpecious Titles of 
dpecial Service, and to reimburſe Expences, ſeem, from the 
rery Phraſe, to imply ſome Account; and what is iſſu'd to 
the Sollicitor of the, Treaſury, under the Head of reimbur- 
ing Expences, is actually accounted for, ſo that His Ma- 
xly may poſſibly be led to believe, that all the Money 
uud under theſe Heads is accounted for, as he gives no 
Receipt for the ſame ; and thus it may happen, that by the 
inifice of a Miniſter, ſuch Sums of Money may be iſſu'd 
wder the Heads of Special Service and to reimburſe Ex- 
ences, as may endanger the publick Liberty, while the 
Crown may be ignorant of the ſame, and by attending on- 
#0 what is ſpecify'd to be for Secret Service, may believe 
wt Service is kept within reaſonable Bounds. 

Theſe are the moſt remarkable Particulars that your Com- 
nittee think proper to lay before you, relating to the Head 
Secret Service, which, if it be conſidered either by Com- 
rnſon, or by its Conſequence, either by the Sum, or 
de Manner of its Iſſue and Receipt, are equally exorbitant, 
W2erous, and deſtructive. 

It it be conſidered by the groſs Compariſon, then jt ſtands 
8 above ; as 1, 384, 600 J. 6s. 34, to 279,444 4. 15. 7d. 
idfpenny ; if by deſcending into Particulars, then it will 
Feat, the two remarkable Years 1733 and 1734, amount 
t 
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1 46 Farther Report of the Stent 
An. 16. Gor. II. tg 312,128 J. 195. 74. i 
1742+ - Total of the whole Ten Years, 


; Services, in the fix Weeks immediately the Re. 
ſignation of the Earl of Orford, amount to more thay the 
whole Expence, upon that Head, in the Three Years ending 
Auguff 1710, and the Draughts upon the Exchequer for 
that Uſe, in one Day only, being the gth Day of Februery 
laſt (the laſt indeed he fat at the Treaſury ) amount to ; 
3 — — for that Service, in any one 

- the aforemention'd Three Years, ſo gloriouſly diſtinguiſhed 

5 by repeated Victories. 7 2 e 

And if the Conſequences of this Profuſion be conſidered, 

what can they be but the Alteration of a Government, which 

ſo lately was ſupported in that Branch for one fifth Part of 
the Expence upon the medium of the Ten. Years. Your 
Committee have informed yoa how the Power, the Influ- 
ence, the Offices of the Government have been imployed by 
him towards violating the Freedom of your Elections; and 
they apprehend they have juſt Grounds to ſuſpeR that Part 
of theſe immenſe Sums have been expended for the ſame 
moſt pernicious Purpoſes ; and the rather when they con- 
fider from what Queſtion the obſtinate Silence of Paxter 
took its Riſe, as alſo what Sums have been given towards the 
defraying the Expences of the new Charter at Radwor, and 
to carry on the Proſecutions at Colchefter, as alſo the frog 
Probability of the ſame Practice being carried on with Re- 
ſpect to the Borough of Orford ; beſides the remarkable 
Sum to Lewer, as a Reward to a moſt anjuſt returning 
Officer, cenſur d by, and actually under the Puniſhment of 
Parliament, as a Violator of the Liberties of his Country. 

Nor are the Apprehenſions of your Committee at all 
leſſened when they conſider the Manner of iſſuing and re- 
ceiving theſe great Sums ; For here they find the regular 
Courſe and Order of the Exchequer was, on the gth of 
February laft, overturned by pawning the Orders to a Bank- 
Man for immediate Payment, by which Means the Earl of 
Orford got 17,461 J. into his own Hands, one of the [aft 
Days he remained in the Treaſury, which was diſguiſed in 
three Warrants, and was much more than there actually was 
in the Exchequer applicable to the Uſes of the Civil Go 
vernment. 

They alſo find the Sums iſſued under the two Heads of 
Special Services, and to reimburſe Expences for his Majefty' 
Service, tho' they ſeem to imply open and determinate Uſe, 
yet they are iſſued without Receipt from his Majeſty as well 
as without Account, except what relates to the Solicitors of 

the Treaſury ; ſo that it „„ 
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ud imployed for which the Crown itſelf may look 
pon as no ways making Part of the Article of Secret Ser- 
nce; and if a profuſe and deſigning Miniſter ſhould by 
theſe Means get a Power of ſquandering ſuch vaſt Sums of 
Secret Service Money upon his own arbitrary Deſigns, while 
the Crown may be miſled to imagine that this Branch of the 


LE 


x 


aan Government is carried on at a moderate and juſtifiable Ex- 
to 2 rence, your Committee apprehend that the King may be 
be mpoveriſh'd, the Civil Liſt exhauſted, the juſt Debts un- - 
uſted BY 121d, and the People in — loaded with new Bur- 
thens to replace that Profuſion which may be ſo dangerous 
ered, v their Liberties, | 4 
dich Your Committee have now laid before you the Conduct 
wrt of Bf the Earl of Orford, with relation to the Payment of the 
Your BB Troops, the Freedom of your Elections, and the Quantity 
[nf- z well as Manner and Conſequence of iſſuing and receiving 
ed by BR the Publick Money, ſuppoſed to be imployed for Secret Ser- 
; and BE tices of the State, notwithſtanding the Obſtructions they 
rn fave met with either for want of Power to compel or in- 
— demnify the unwilling Witneſs or Accomplice, and from 


their Inability to protect and ſupport thoſe who might have 
teen more ready to do their Duty to the Publick. 


: 


ds the Your Committee are now proceeding in the Examination 
» and BY «f the Copies of the Papers and Letters, and Extracts of 
* letters relating to the Convention, referred to them by the 


Houſe, which they will report with all poſſible Diſpatch. 
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APPEN- 


Heads, —— 508,781 J. 1 5. 14. may be iſſued An. 16, Geo. IT, 
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Account of Bills 26 OR. 


drawn from Ja- 
maica for the 
Service of the 
Fleet. 


— — A' Account of all Sums of Money 
15 April. 1742 


(8) * 


APPENDIX 


Farther REPORT of the Secret Commuttee. 


 NumMsB. I. 


drawn by Bills from Jamaica, for 

Service of his Majeſty's Fleet, fince 

— Commencement of the War again 

Spain, and at what Rates of ** the 
ſaid Bills were drawn. 


Date of the By whom drawn. Sum. 
Bills. | 
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13 Ditto. 

18 Ditto. 

25 Ditto. 

14 Feb. 

23 Ditto. 

24 March 

25 Ditto, 1740. 
26 Ditto 

27 Ditto. 

21 April 

23 Ditto. ö 
25 Ditto. 
21 May 
22 Ditto. 
23 Ditto. 
24 Ditto. 
26 Ditto. 
27 Ditto. 
28 Ditto. 
21 June 
23 Ditto. 
24 Ditto. 
25 Ditto. 


— 


Mr George Hinde, 
Naval Officer at 
; Jamaica. ; 
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Date of the By whom Sm. . A. 16. Ces. II. 
Ball. owe. 1 2 
"hp | 4. 3 4. : 8 j 
26 Jane, 1740. . ; 200 oo N ; 
z7 Dittto. 500 o 00. | F 
2 July 1 00. 9 
3 Ditto. 100 0 oo | & 
4 Ditto. 200 oo o * 
| 23 Auguſt 300 00 00 
25 Ditto. 300 oo co. 
26 Ditto. 300 0 oo 
9 Septemb. 200 O00 oO 
30 Ditto. 100 OO 0 
October 200 OO OO 
2 Decem. 100 oo oo 
3 Ditto. 300 0 0 | 
Ditto. 100 00 O 
5 Ditto. 100 OO. 00 
6 Ditto. 100 Oo Oo 940 
$ Ditto. 100 OO OO 
N 9 Ditto. 250 00 00. 
8 10 Ditto. 500 00 OO 
* 1 Ditto. 200 OO oo 
3 — i . 200 OO OO 
2 WJ 12 Ditto. Mr George Hinde, 100 co oo 
2 | % 16 Ditto. | 1s . 
ö 9 17 Ditto. — 4 100 00 00 
17 18 Dec. on 100 o Oo 
5 20 Ditto. 70 0 Oo 
7 29 Ditto. 200 O©O oo 
5 30 Ditto. 100 OO OO 
N January 50 00 OO 
2 Ditto. 60 00. oo 
0 3 Ditto. Fo o Oo 
d | 6 Ditto. 182 oo — 
4 7 Ditto. 200 0 oo 35 
9 February 100 oo o 40 
> 21 Ditto. 200 ©O OO 
0 3 March 250 00 00 
0 13 Ditto. 200 OO OO 
0 7 Ditto. 200 oo ©0 
0 18 Ditto. 200 OO OO 
0 10 Ditto. 100 Od Oo 35 
0 14 Ditto, 50 0 OO 
0 7 April 1741. b 150 OO OO 
0 11 Ditto, 100 OO OO 
0 12 Ditto. | 200 OO OO 
4 13 Ditto. * 200 CO 90 ) 
; jo >, _ 14 Ditto. 
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* 


An. 16. Geo. II. Date of the By whom Sum. th 
- 74. Bil. drawn. * "2" RY 
| | 2 
14 April 1741. | | 100 00 000 A 
| 20 Ditto. | | 200 0 Oo 1 
g 21 Ditto. 150 o 00| * 
i 23 Ditto. 150 o oo 9 
. 24 Ditto. 200 o 00| * 
i 25 Ditto. 100 oO oo 
4 27 Ditto. 100 OO oo 
29 Ditto. 50 OO Oo 
3 30 Ditto. 179 00 00 
? 1 May 409 "Wo el 
i 19 Ditto. 600 oo o 
| 22 Ditto. 150 oo oo 
"2 23 Ditto. 100 OO Oo 
i 24 Ditto. 150 oO oo 
| 26 Ditto. | 200 OO oo 
27 Ditto. - | 248 oo co 
28 Ditto. | 100 OO oo 
30 Ditto. 200 oo oo 
31 Ditto. | | 400 OO Oo. 
15 June 600 oo 
16 Ditto. 150 Oo 1 
13 July Mr George Hinde, 139 90 O 
14 —— Naval · Officer at 200 OO ; OO 
17 Ditto. * 150 oo 00 
18 Ditto. e 160 oo 00 
19 Ditto. | 150 00 o 
8 29 Ditto. 200 oo oo 
6 Auguſt 70 00 oo 
11 Ditto. 100 OO OO 
; 12 Ditto. 100 OO oo 
15 Ditto. 70 oo oo 
18 Ditto. 70 oo oo 
19 Ditto. 1062 11 06 
Ditto. 200 oo oo 
20 Ditto. 500 00 oo 
21 Ditto. 250 O0 o 
Ditto. a 200 OO 00 
Ditto. 100 oO OO 
Ditto. 100 oo oo 
Ditto. 100 OO OO 
Ditto. | 200 0 o 
Ditto. 100 OO OO 
27 Ditto. 200 co OO 
28 Ditto. 150 O0 00 
+ Sep. 1 150 00 oo 
3 
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Date of the : By whoms a. Fam. - ty An. 16. Geo. II. 
. Bills. 7 dr | 5 \ . 
1 * 
Sep. 1741. . 150 OO oo? * 
; $ Ditto. | 200 00 00 |F 
8 4 Ditto. L000 0 e ©) 
>, Ditto. 400 oo cons 
6 OR. 80 oo oo |” 
7 Ditto. 168 4 81 f 
19 Ditto. 200 OO OO 
. ax Mr George Hind, = 2 ns 
35 1 Ditto. Naval- Officer at 2000 oO oo 140 
' Ditto. Jamaica. 100 OO Oo 
1; Ditto. 300 Co CO 
1 January | JoD- * Bf GE 
February 1000 OO OO 
Ditto. 500 0 OO 
Ditto. 200 OO OO 
Ditto. 1000 OO OO 
| Ditto. 100 oo OO 
q Ditto. J 1200 OO 00 
g 19 Dec. 1739. 200 o OO 
u March | 100 oo — 
. h. 17% go oo 
Ditto. 110 OO 
ij Sept. „ 
„Nov. = | 200 OO 
u April, 1741. | By Robert Kerby, 200 oo 
u Ditto. Naval - Officer at 100 oo . 35 
4 Ditto. Port Antonio. loa o OO 
iz June 100 OO 
2 Ditto. 100 OO 
8 Auguſt 100 OO do 
1 Ditto. 100 o o 40 
dept. 100 OO OO 
1; OR. 100 OO OO 
} Ditto, - 100 OO OO 


Richard Haddock, John Fowler, Ja. Ackworth, Fobn 
ltfon *, Thomas Pearſe +. 


g 2 An 
* Member for Harwich in this Parliament. 
+ See the Report, p. 25. 
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An. 16. Geo. II. 


Capt. Wilſon's 


thod of paying 
to the Weſt In- 
dies. 


7742-.  maica, but as they are not yet arri'd, the Rates of fx. 


Examination re- 
hting to the Me- 


the Troops ſent about May or June, 1740, Lord Cathcart received from 


Cathcart. That it contained Directions to the Deputy to 
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Received Advice of the following Bills drawn from J. 


change are not known. N 


Drawers. Daten. 75 Fam Sterling. 
4. 


1741 Oct. 27) 100 O0 

280 429 10 

| Dec. 4 150 oo 
Major Jonathan Lewis. May 18 600 oo 


Office of Ordnance, 
April 17, 1742. ; 


W. R. EARLE (a), Clerk of the Ordnance, 


Nun. II. 


APT. Alexander Wilſon being examined in the moſt 
S ſolemn Manner, this 21ſt Day of April, 1742, laid, 
Thac he was an Agent to Lord Cathcart when he was pre- 
paring for his Expedition to the Veſt Indies. That in or 


Mr Pelham (b) a rough Draught of Inſtructions, which Mr 
Pelham propoſed to give to his Deputy Pay-Maſter, that 
was to attend the Troops under Lord Cathcart. That ,this 
Examinant peruſed the ſaid Draught together with Lord 


pay the Troops at Jamaica,, at ſuch a Rate of Exchange, 
as ſhould appear to Lord Cathcart and the ſuperior Officers, 
to be moſt advantageous to them. That this Rate of Ex- 
change ſhould be conſtant and invariable; and that the ſaid 
Deputy ſhould keep an Account current of what he thus 
paid; and if any Advantage accrued from the Currency thus 
ſettled, the Publick were to be entitled to it; but if there 
was any Loſs, the Publick were to make it good : And 
it was alſo propoſed, that the Deputy ſhould carry with him 
a Sum of Money for this Purpoſe, and ſhould be autho- 
rized to draw the neceſſary Bills on the Paymaſter- General. 
That Lord Cathcart approved of theſe Inſtructions; but on 
or about the latter End of June, or the Beginning of Ju, 
1740, it was intimated to the Lord Cathcart from the Pay- 
Office, or by Meſſieurs Burrell (c) and Priftoww (d), _—_ 

rea- 


4) Member in this Parliament for Malmsbury, 
Member in this Parliament for the County of Suſſex. 
') Member in this Parliament for Haſlemere, h 

) 


4) Member in this Parhament for St Ives, 


( 
( 
( 


— 


/ b 
APPENDIX to the Farther Report, &c. 55 
Treaſury were of Opinion, that the Troops were not to be An. 26. Geo. II. 
left » the Uncertainty of findirly Abroad, ſince 74 
Merchants might make their Advantages of the Neceſſities | 
the Troops might ſometimes be under, and that in Conſe- 
quence of this Opinion, a Contract ſor paying the Troops 
u the Rate of 120 J. Famaica Money, for 100 J. 
gurl. was then depending before the Treaſury. That 
lud Cathcart immediately on this Information, appli- 
&, by this Examinant, to Mr Villiams (e) and Mr Mon/on's 
Offices for a Meeting. His declared Purpoſe in pro- 
curing this Meeting, was, if poſſible, to get the Troops 
nid in a more advantageous Manner, for he did not appre- 
zend that the Contract was already paſs'd, but only that it was 
then depending. That at this Meeting, which was at Mr 
filliams's Office, between the 4th and 13th of Fu, 1740, 
there were preſent Lord Cathcart, Mr Hanbury Williams, 
Pzymaſter of the Marines, Mr Burrell, Mr Briftow, and 
this Examinant; Mr Pelham was then in Yorkfoire with 
Mr Arundel, as he believes. Lord Cathcart took Notice of | 
the Inconveniences which might ariſe by paying Men only 
120 J. Jamaica Money for 100 J. Sterl. when, by the con- 
curing Reports from Jamaica, and of Merchants, the Ex- 
change was at 135 to 140. That he hereupon mentioned 
vhat he had obſerved in Armies Abroad, particularly what 
uppened at Ghent and Bruges in 1712, where the 'I'roops 
nutiny'd on Account of ſome ſmall Deductions for Camp 
Neceſſaries and Bread, which were taken from ſome Regi- 
nents and not from others. That this Examinant ſaid at 
te ame Time, that as the Troops from North America, un- 
fer Colonel Blakeney, were paid at the full Currency of the 
luchange in thoſe Parts, he apprehended, that if they re- 
ceived leſs Money, when they join'd Lord Cathcart, than 
wat they had before, they might begin a Mutiny, and by 
nforming Lord Cathcart's Men, might occafion Diſcon- 
tents and Mutiny amongſt them alſo. The Contractors an- 
ivered to this, that the Difference of Currency in the North 
rovinces of America, from whence Colonel Blakeney's 
Troops came, was rather more to the Advantage of thoſe 
Troops than the intended Payment of 120 J. per Cent. That 
de Contractors explained themſelves on this Particular, in a 
Manner that this Examinant could not anſwer, nor indeed 
ucerſtand, That Lord Cathcart was filent. The Con- 
tors reckoned up ſeveral Articles of the Charge it would 
to them, ſome of which were the Inſurance of the Mo- 
r, the Freight, the Commiſſion which they were to pay 
cer Correſpondents in Jamaica, with other incident Charges 
which 
Member in this Parliament for the County of Monmouth. 
] Member in this Parliament fer Lincoln. 
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An. 18. Geo. II. which this Examinant cannot remember. All theſe | 
Prot, than what they ſhou by paying 120// Fame; 
ca Currency, for 100 J Sterl. There was ſome other Talk 
upon this Affair, which all ended in MeMeurs Burrell and 
Briſfew (but thinks it was Mr Burrell) declaring, that they 
had made an Agreement with the Treaſury already upon 
theſe Terms, and that they could not do it for leſs Profit. 
That this Declaration of Mr Burre{/s put an End to the 
Debates, and the Meeting, for Lord Cathcart acquieſced in 
what the Treafury thought fit, as he was under Orders. He 
was a polite Man, and did not chooſe to fignify his Difap- 
probation when it was of no Conſequence: 80, on the ſaid 
Declaration, he ſaid he was to be determined by ſuperior 
Powers; but in private Converſation afterwards with this 
Examinant, he wiſhed it had been better. That this Exa- 
minant cannot, of his own Knowledge, ſay what Steps had 
been taken with the Treaſury with Relation to the krſt in- 
tended Inſtructions, nor does he know of any publick 
Notice given by the Treaſury for receiving Propoſals, nor 
has he heard of any Propoſals from others but Meffieurs 
Burrell and Briflow : But he is not in the Way of Treaſy- 
ry Affairs. | 
Being further examined on the 27th Day of April 1742, in 
Relation to the rough Draught of the Inſtructions mentioned 
above, ſaid, That Mr Pe/bam, in Converſation with Lord 
, Cathcart, when this Examinant was preſent, delivered it 2s 
his Opinion, that the Troops might be ſupplied in the Man- 
ner there laid down, eſpecially as he ſuppoſed that Mon 
would be brought into Jamaica by taking of Prize. 
That the rough Draught was delivered to Lord Cathcart af 
ter theſe Converſations. That it began with the Style cf 
Inſtructions, in the ſame Manner as was cuſtomary to give 
to all Deputy Pay-mafters Abroad, impowering him to take 
up, and draw Bills for the Supply of the Troops, &c. 
'T hat it was written in a running Hand, and, as he thin} 
in two Sheets of Paper, Folio-way, but all the Sides were 
not filled. That as it was to be peruſed by Lord Cathcart 
as a Plan, on which, if approved of, Inſtructions were tt 
be formed, there was Room left for Additions and Alterat- 
ons; but that Lord Carkcart findirg, that fo far asit te- 
lated to himſelf, it was complete, and wanted none, neitl 
Lord Cathcart nor this Examinant made any therein, bo 
returned it to the Pay- Office unaltered. That this Exam- 
nant believes Lord Cathcart's Secretary carried it back, 
4 perhaps Mr Pelham's Deputy might call for it. That this 
Examinant ſaw the final Inſtructions given to the ** 
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Pzy-maſter, but he only looked over it tranfiently ; however. An. 16. Geo; II. 
he read ſo much as to be ſure, that the Power of drawing 7742. 
ypon the Pay-maſter in Caſe of Neceſſity or Diſappointment, 
was therein contained, tho” he cannot to 
thoſe Words. This Examinant adds, That he n in- 
formed by one of the Clerks of Mr Viiam's Office, that 
Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſſo did enſure the Money they 
ſent to Jamaica, but he does not know at what Rate. 

AxEZAN DEX WIIsox. 


m 
is zoth Day of April, 1742, ſaid, That Mr Burrell re- 
T 
fom the Houſe of Commons, he was asked by Sir Robert ment of thoſe. 
Walpole, if he, this Examinant, or his Acquaintance, had Troops. 
ary Money in the Northern Colonies. That about Three 
Weeks or a Month afterwards, he told Sir Robert that he 
could not meet with any Perſons, whom he could depend on, 
who had. And Sir Robert then replied, he believed there 
would be no Occaſion for any. That as ſoon as it was pu- 
blickly known that Troops were going to Jamaica, this 
Examinant took Occaſion from this Incident to apply to Sir 
Rebert Walpole, and to acquaint him, that as he, this Exa- 
ninant, had Correſpondents in Jamaica on the South-Sea 
Company 


Place, this Examinant 
nent as well as any Body, it Money : | 
which the Examinant then received no poſitive Anſwer. 
That after this, this Examinant conſidering with bimfelf 
the great Importance of this Aﬀair, he thought it too much 
Hazard for himſelf alone, and thereupon asked Mr Briffoz:s, 
if he thonght it could be undertaken without a great Riſque. 
That when they had conſulted together, they agreed on the 
Forms on which they would propoſe it, and about the Month 
of June, the Parliament being then prorogued, they waited 
on Sir Robert Walpole at Chelſea, and made an Offer of 
furniſhing any ſach Sums as might be wanting for the Pay- 
nent of the Troops, on the fame Conditions, which were 
iterwards agreed to by the Treaſury. That Sir Robert 
Taps asked them, if thoſe were the loweſt Terms, and 
doped they would not ask more than what was reaſonable, 
or what any Body ſhould complain of. And the Exami- 
1742. h nant 


* Sub-Governor of the South - Sea Company. 


58 APPENDIX io the Farther Reportz Ac. 
An, 16. Oeo. II. nant aſſured him, that, upon the beſt Calculation, 


* 


| ; they 
1742. had not. That he would not take it upon bimfelf,. but de. 


— {ſired them to make their Propoſals to the Treaſury. - That a 
few Days after this Converſation. with Sir Robert Wall. 
they did lay this Propoſal before the Treaſury, without any 
Thing elſe paſſing between them and Sir Robert Walpole in 
the Interval; nor had the Examinant any Canverſttion with 
any other Lord of the Treaſury before he offered his Propo- 
fal to the Board. That on Delivery of theſe' Propoſals, he 
does not recolſe& whether he was called in or no, nor can he 
ſay when he received the firſt Notice of his Propoſal being 
accepted, nor by whom he was informed of it; but he 
thinks, if any Thing particular had happened on this Occz. 
fion, he muſt have remembered it; nor does he recollett of 
meeting Mr Hanbury Williams the Morning this Propaſal 
was delivered. This Examinant does indeed remember that 
he one Morning met Lord Cathcart, or Capt. Vigor, who 
defired a Meeting at Mr Hanbury Williams's Office, but he 
is not ſure that this was the Day of his Contract's 
agreed to, but rather believes it was a Week or a Fortnight 
after. That the ſame Day this Meeting was defired, Mr 
Briflow and this Examinant met Lord Cathcart and Capt. 
MWilſor, and Mr Hanbury Williams, who came after. That 
this Examinant does not conceive, that Lord Cathcart would 
deſire a Meeting, or could have . 4 to do with this 
Examinant and his Partner, but as Contractors; and there- 
fore he thinks this Meeting was after the Contract was paſſed; 

and that he ſuppoſes the Intention of this Meeting was, that 

Lord Catheart might be ſatisfied, that the Troops would 

not be diſappointed, but that due Care would be- taken to 

ſupply them with Money when Abroad. That at this Meet- 

ing Lord Cat heart talked to Capt. Viſſon of the Manner in 

which the Troops were to be paid; ſaying to them, that if 

the Troops going to Jamaica were not paid at the ſame 

Rate of Exchange as thoſe from North America, it might 

occaſion Diſcontents, as he remembered a Mutiny had like 

to have happened in Flanders, on the like Account.” That 

they ſaid they had nothing to do with the paying of the 

Troops, what they had contracted for, was to deliver the 
Money at ſuch a certain Rate. That this Examinant takes 
it for granted, that Lord Cathcart by his Enquiry, wanted 
to know in what Specie the Troops ſhould be paid, and not 
at what Rate the Mone wzs to be ſurniſhed to the Deputy 
Pay maſter. That this Examinant does not remember there 
were any Diſputes at this Meeting, whether the Contract 
was a good or a bad Contract, or indeed whether there was 
Mention made about it ; and he believes at the Beginning of 
the Converſation Lord Cati cart knew of the Contract 3 
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cauſe the Gentleman who is gone over Deputy Pay-maſter, 


Affair, and he was intimate with Capt. Hin. That this 
Examinant does not remember to have told Capt. Villſn that 
the Contract was paſſed, but if he had met him, he believes 
de ſhould have told him, but he takes it for granted, that it 
vas underſtood to be done in their whole Converſation at that 
Meeting; and he does not remember that either Lord Catb- 
cart or Capt. Wilſon ſhewed any Surpriſe at that Time, on 
hearing it was done; and that he thinks that this Meeting 
with him and Mr Bri//ow, was on the Footing of their be- 
ing Contractors for the Money. That Lord Cathcart asked 


they would ſend Foreign Gold ; but this Examinant cannot 
remember if there was any Talk about Inſurance, Freight, or 
other Items. That in this Converſation, which he does not 
know laſted half an Hour, many Things of another Nature 
were talked of between Lord Cathcart and Capt. Wilſon, 


this Examinant had contracted at 20 / he does not recollect, 
that the Rate was mentioned at this Meeting. 'The Reaſon 
for fixing the Price at 120, was upon the Conſideration of 
the probable Fall of the Exchange at Famaica, when fo 
great a Demand muſt be made, upon the Payment of ſo 
large a Body of Troops. That as the Exchange had advan- 
cd fince the laſt War from 111 to 135, during which Time, 
there not having been any extraordinary Demand for Money 
in that Iſland, the Reverſe might reaſonably be expected when 
2 Demand of Money was made, that greatly exceeded the 
natural Currency. This plainly appeared upon Col. Bla e- 
10s Arrival with but 3000 Men, who, with great Difficul- 
tes, raiſed between 9g and 10,000 J. at 120, and could not 
tare procured more at above 110, at leaſt that was the De- 
mand from thoſe who had Money by them. In regard to 
the Par of Exchange between Jamaica and London, | am not 
informed by what Rule that Caicolation is made, unleſs it be 
from the Value they have ſtamp'd on the Silver Specie of 
this Kingdom, a Shilling paſſing there current for Fifteen 
ence, which anſwers to the Exchange of 125 J. for 100 J. 
From the Uncertainty of obtaining Money at Famaica, I 
deſired Mr Colebrooke to enquire at what Rate he could pro- 
core Bills on that Place; and he informed me, he could not 
pet Bills at any fixt Rate, not even at 120 J nor any other 
Price, than what ſhould appear. the current Exchange of the 
Iſland, as the ſame ſhould happen to be, at the Time their 
Bills ſhould appear there. We had then no ocher Reſort, 
1742, | h 2 : but 


vas informed by the Examinate with every Step taken in this 


them how they would ſupply the Money; and they told him 


33 about the Embarkation of the Troops, &c. That tho” 1 


paſſed ; and he is perſuaded that Capt. Wi//on knew it, be- An. 16. Geo. II. 


1742. 


An. 16. Geo. II. but to ſend out ſome Specie to ſupply the Want of - Currency 


"0742+ 


40 


tion, if the Ships had been ordered to Cartbagena, or any 


been at the Mercy of the Inhabitants, and in ſuch a Caſe, [ 


© ligations, and as he had Money and Effects at Jamaica, le 
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in Jamaica, and in that there was no Certainty as to iu Va, 
lue, as whatſoever was the nominal Price there no 
Act of Council to oblige any one to receive itz] and the Va. 
luation is ſo out of that no Man could conceive it 
to be made but by Chance, as a Moida of 27 is above 3 
per Cent. higher than a Moida of 36 8. in ion to the 
intrinſick Value of each ; which ined us to buy heavy 
Portugal Money of the Rank, not only to prevent any Com- 
laint, if received by Tale, but to anſwer their full Value, 
if received by Weight. The firſt Parcel ſent being heavy 
Money of 36 5s. each, which if had been obliged to ſell at 
Jamaica by the Ounce, would have rendered Loſs inflead of 
Profit to the Contractors. The Inſurance of this was 
at 2 4 per Cent. which went by the Men of War with the 
Troops, but we apprehend we had the Riſque of. a Devia- 


ETEFTFEFETCEELPEREAT 


other Port but to Jamaica, which would have thrown the 
Riſque on us; but if from any Accident the Ship where our 
Money was had not arrived with the Troops, we bad then 


would willingly have co ed for 10 per Cent. Loſs. We 
bor rags: £m — for all but what we ſeat 
with the Troops, but we are informed one of the Captains 
has ſued our Agems for a Freight of 2 + per Cen. The 
Charge of Shipping is put at one per Cent. for the Expence 
of Guards, Iron Cheſts, Servants, and Coaches to attend it, 
and for the Riſque and Charges of ſending the Money in a 
Boat from Port/mouth to St. Helens. | 
That in regard to the nominal Value of the Gold Species 
at Jamaica, at a Medium, deducting the Commiſſion and 
Charges, we allow there doth not remain a Profit of 4 pr 
Cent. upon the preſent Contract. That no other Perſons but 
Meſſieurs Barrel and Brio were conſulted or concerned in 
the Contract, when they firſt engaged in it;; that aſter the 
firſt Imbarkation, and this Examinant believes after the ſe- 
cond, but before the Contract was raiſed to 125 L Sir Robert 
Walpole ſpoke one Day to this Examinant and told him, that 
Mr Hanbury Wilkems had defired him to aſk the Contrac- 
tors, that a Friend of his, a ef. India Merchant, might 
have a Share in the Remittances. But he added. Youwe 
to do juſt as you pleaſe: I don't aſk you to let any Body 
in; for the Contract is your's. That ſome little Time 
afterwards Mr Hanbary Williams ſpoke to this Examinant 
and Mr Briſtow, telling them, that he had a Relation, one 
Mr Hanbury a Weft India Merchant, to whom he had Ob- 


dsſired he might be concerned, for the Future, * 
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ij concerned das fourth fart in wha, —— > 
neat of the Troqps in Mr Heabury Williams's Office. — 
ur Hazbury had ” 83. he told the Examinant, to 
breondena at Jansica, that in Cafe, any Maney 
nating, he it into the Hands of their 
eins ches BY ſor th 9 j 
tat though Mr Ha wrote, no Uſe has 
L That before this Sir Robert Maple ever 
Ker 
Lnowledge of any one that was ; but that ſome 
be Contract was paſſed, be (che Examinant) ;aſked 
, Deputy Pay-maſter to Mr Pelham, . 
ake one fourth Part of it 3 telling him, that though 
Profits might not be great, — ſome unſoreſeen Acci- 
int happened the Loſs could not be mach. That Mr Man- 
j accepted of it, and has one fourth Part of the Contract, 
far as it relates to the Payment of the Troops in the Of. 
ke where he is Deputy. And beiog aſked if Mr Mr Manſan had 
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uf his own Share to his Brother, aod a Gentleman engaged 
a Bafineſs with him; but they thought it too great a Riſque 
ir them to run. He likewile mentioned it to another Gen- 
tenan, who would not accept of it. That theſe Refuſals 
were very early, before any Thing was done in it, more: 
un palling the Contract; and that he mentions them to 
ley that he though 2 eat Bargain of it. A Co- 
y of a Minute of the Treaſury lying before the Committee, 
ated the 2gth of Fanwary 1740-1. relating to the Refuſal: 
« the Agents of the Contractors at Jamaica to ſupply the 
Troops under Col. Gooch and Blakency with a Sum of Money, 
ang read to the Examinant, and it being therein faid that 
* burrel! agrees, that thoſe Troops were always underſtood 
ad intended as contained and included in his and Mr Bri- 
frr's Propoſal to the Treaſary ; this Examinant ſaid, that 
laute had miſtaken their Meaning; for their 

w for the Troops under Lord — — 
ad at Jamaica; and that this Examinant never underſtood, 
wt the Troops under Col. Gooch and Col. Blateney would 
included in the Contract before the Arrival of Lord Catb- 
wt at Jamaica. That this Examinant believes, that it was 
t Tune or Ju 1741, that he had the firſt Account from 


nave of the Ref of bis A 's to comply with the 
gent | — m—_ 
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An. 16 Geo. II. 
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Demands of the Deputy Pay- maſter. That the Ovatiae 
—— from Jamaica, that there was no' Mone 
the I and that it was propoſed,” ies 
ſhould have a Currency, they had applied to the Treaſury 
for the Advance of a ſecond | Bain + 1 Desde toi 
lowing there being a ſecond Imbarkation, they 

third Sum from the Treaſury on Account ofthe Conive 


they had of ſending it. 


And being further examined, this r of 
ſaid, That Mr Colebrooke, the Deputy 1 Dep Near 
with Lord Cathcart, ſupplied the —— an nd bes the 
Examinant and the other Contractor; and that Mr Colebroul; 


had a Commiſſion of one per Cent. only. Aud, be added, 


that there never had been any Money advanced to the Con. 


tractors, without their delivering a Memorial to the Treafur, 


Examination of 
Mr Briftow, re- 
lating to the ſaid 
Contract. 


Jaw 29: ' - F. Burrell 


Jobn Briftlow. Eſq; + being examined in the moſt- folemn 
Manner, this zoth Day of April, 1742, faid, That the fri 
Notice he had, relating to the Remittances, was from Mr 
Burrell, who told him, that probably there would be'a Con- 
tract for ſupplying the Troops under Lord Cathcart with 
Money; and he thinks Mr Burre// mentioned his having 
talk d with Sir Robert Walpole about it, but he cannot be ", 
ſitive. That Mr Burrell aſked him; (this Examinant) if he 
would be concerned. To which he agreed ; and then, be- 
tween them, formed a Propoſal to be laid before the Lords 
of the Treaſury. That previous to their laying of it before 
the Treaſury, they waited on Sir Robert Walpole, who um 
then at Chelſea, the Seſſions, as this Examinant believes, be- 
ing ended. 'That in this Propoſal, he thinks, rhey mentioned 
120 per Cent. as the Rate at which, they would agree to fur- 
niſh the Money. Sir Robert ſaid, that he expected they 
ſhould offer it at a reaſonable Profit, that the Publick may be 
well ſerved. That this Examinant cannot recollect any other 
Converſation that paſſed, either with Sir Robert Walk, or 
any Body elſe, before their Propoſal was communicated to 
the Treaſury, nor does he believe that they ſpoke about it to 


any other Lord of the Treaſury. That Kang it was laid be- 


\ 


fore the Treaſury, he does not remember whether they went 
with the Propoſals themſelves, but is inclined to believe'they 
did, and that they delivered it to ſome Perſon in Office, who 
carried i it in. That he cannot remember, whether there were 
any Debates about it, nor whether he was called in or 003 
but from a Copy of a Minute of Treaſury lying _ the 
Table before the Committee, he thinks the 

immediately accepted ; and he is oy. ſure he had Now 


+ Deputy Governor of the South-Sea Company 
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of it when it was accepted, 
or can he be ſure that at that Time he acquainted Mr Han- 
ky Williams he had agreed. That he remembers the Meet- 
ng of Lord Cathcart, Mr H. Williams, and Capt. Wilſon, 
t Mr H. Williams's Office, where Mr Harrell was likewiſe 
weſent ; but he is pretty ſure no Body from Mr Pelbam's 
Once was there, and believes it was in Fuly 1740, and be- 
leves it was after the Contract was paſſed, tho he cannot ſay 
#it was that Day; nor can he remember who firſt propoſed 
is Meeting, tho' he believes Lord Cathcart ; nor where or 
vhen the Agreement to meet was made. That the Subſtance 
of the Converſation, at this Meeting, was the Manner in 
zbich the Troops were to be paid. That Lord Cathcart 
alked about the Pay of the Troops, but this Examinant can- 
zot tell if Lord Cathcart ſuppoſed the Contract to be paſled, 
to be only a Propoſal, though he apprehends that the Con- 
rt was then made, and that Lord Cathcart knew it was 
made, becauſe otherwiſe they, as Contractors, could have 
wthing to do with Lord Cathcart, That this Examinant 
telieves it might be poſſible Lord Cathcart might except to 
the paying of the Troops at a low Rate. That this Exami- 
unt and his Partner ſaid in Subſtance, that the Rate the 
Troops were to be paid at was no Concern of theirs. That 
their Buſineſs was only to ſupply the Money at a certain 
Rate; bat this Examinant does not apprehend, that the 
Troops were to be paid at a lower Rate than what they had 
watrated for. That this Examinant thinks Lord Cathcart 
tired to know in what Specie they intended to ſend out 
heir Money. That they told him in Portugal Gold. That 
hte Contractors propoſed the Rate of 120 J. Jamaica Mo- 
ty, for 100 J. Sterling, for the following Reaſons ; that 
they were to farniſh Money in a Place where there was not 
nuch; that therefore in caſe a conſiderable Sum was demand- 
tat once, the Owners of the Money would make the moſt 
te of it they could, and lower the Exchange under the 
Rate of 120 J. at which they had contracted; for that Colo- 
il Blakeney, before Lord Cathcart's Arrival, drew on the 
.- Office for a ſmall Sum, and this with Difficulty, as he 
heard, at or under 120; and had he wanted a larger 
um, ke muſt have doubtleſs drawn even {till lower. That 
las put them under a Neceſſity of ſending out Funds or Mo- 
* to ſupply the Want of Currency in that Place. That as 
en of Buſineſs, it was natural for them to conſider the ſe- 
rr! Species of Money, which might be proper to ſend thi- 
er. That in this they found a great Variety. That they 
wald not find there was any Law to ſettle the Currency of 
arent Species of Coin, and the different Species of Coin 
dere actually at different Proportions of Value in their Cur+ 

rency I 


he cannot ſay by whom, An. 16. Geo. II. 
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Shilling Pieces were there before ; and they were up 


* 


when the Diſproportion ſhould come to be conſidered in d 


the Treaſury. That ſoon after Lord Cathcart's 
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rency ; the Guinez in particular being ut u lo Wer Rute th 
the Thirty-Six Shilling Pieces, and both theſe lower thin) 
Twenty- ſeven Shilling Pieces. That this Extiminant is ne 
ſure, that any confiderable Sum of Mpidores or Thirty 


t the Sum ſent out by the Contractors, which u 
Part in Thirty-ſix Shilling Pieces, and the tell! 


five, 


the 
Moidores, might on its Arrival at Jamara, be reduced t 


an Equality with Guineas ; and in order to prevent in fon 
Meaſure the Loſs, which muſt attend an Alteration in th 
Value of theſe ſeveral Species, which was not improbable 


Iſland of Jamaica, the Contractors fent the r Part « 
the Supply by the Fleet under Sir Chaloner Ogle, in weigh 
Portugal Gold of Thirty-ſix Shilling Pieces, that at all Event 
they might be the Value in Gold. That the Contraftc 
ſent their Money on board three Men of War, and inſaret 
it ; but notwiſtanding this, they were liable to many Riſque 
and Accidents ; for had the Men of War been ordered t 
any other Place, this would have been a Deviation from ti 
Voyage, and would have vacated the Inſurance ; and t 
the very Want of Money at Jamuica, or even what wu 
board one Ship only, though it had not been loſt, would ha 
ſank the Exchange; and that this was no improbable Acc 
dent, for three or four of the capital Men of War were ac 
tually ſeparated from the Fleet and driven to Lisboa 3 anc 
had the Money been on board either of theſe Ships, the Cor 
tractors would have been under great Diſadvantages, as tl 

muſt have rais'd it at Jamaica, at a great Loſs; and a 1 
was, all the Money ſent out had, upon the Arrival of t 
Fleet, no more Effect than to raiſe the Exchange to 130, a 
ima]! Sums ſoon after got up to 135 and 140. Soon aſe 
which the Contractors came to a new at 125 
That they have been told lately that the Victualling and N 
vy have drawn at 135 and 140; but this being for Store: 
and Proviſion is not like Money, but is really no Exchany 
at all. And this Examinant did not inform himſelf of thi 
Rates at which the Navy and Victualling drew, when be 
was deliberating about his own Contract. He added, that h 
has fir.ce been told, that the Independant Companies at fe 
maica are paid at 125. That he believes, that he mig 
communicate a Memorial, containing the Reaſons for un 
the Currency at 120, to Lord Orford, before this Run 

nant's Memorial of the 5th of Febuary laſt was laid beſon 
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Meflrs. Merewwether and Manning , their Co - 
a Miſunderitanding, did refuſe to furniſh Money for the 
Troops, but the Deputy Paymaſter, Mr Cotebrooke, drew © 
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Mr Pelham. That od. — bellevas 8 n 
un of the Refuſal of their Agents, was their thinki TR; « of 
could make a greater — of their Money from the 
Neceſüty of the Public, than what they could get by com- 
phing with our Commiſſion. The Reaſon urged by them, 
gas the indefinite Demand of Mr Colebrooke, who refuſed to 
ſpecify either the Sums, or the Times when they would be 
yanted. That as the Coatractors were to pay the Difference 

of theſe Bills drawn on Mr Colebrooke, if they had been un- 

der 120 or 125 per Cent. they thought they had a Right to 
thoſe Bills, when drawn at a higher Rate, and they accord- 
ngly took them up and paid them as ſoon as due, with Mo- 
zey they received from the Pay- Office; but theſe Bills are 
fill in Diſpute, and our Contract does not ſubſiſt any longer; 

for the Lords of the Treaſury have within this Day or two 
pren Order to the Deputy at Jamaica to draw on the Pay- 
maſter : That no Perſons were concerned with them in their 
Contract till after it was made ; but that now Mr Monſon, 
Deputy Paymaſter to Mr Pelbam, and Mr Hanbury, a Mer- 
chant, are Sharers. Mr Monſon has One fourth Part of 
what is paid in the Office where he is Deputy; Mr Hanbury 

has from a certain Time been intitled to One fourth Part of 
vhat relates to the Marines, which are paid in Mr H. Wil- 
lam;'s Office. That the Offer to Mr Mon/on was made joint- 

ly by the Contractors, on their own Motion, and without 

the Deſire or Knowledge, as he believes, of any other Per- 

fon whatſoever, and before any Remittances were made; 

ud he never offered a Share to any Perſon but Mr Mon/or. 
That as to Mr Hanbury, Sir Robert Walpole mentioned to 
them, that Mr H. Williams defired his Relation, Mr Han- 
ly, ſhould have a Part. That Sir Robert had been ſpoke 

to by Mr Williams about it ; but he (Sir Robert) told the 
Contractors, he left it to themſelves ; and it is moſt proba- 
ble Sir Robert Walpole mentioned this to the Contractors be- 
fore Mr H. Williams ſpoke to them. That neither Mr 
Minſon nor Mr Hanbury have advanced any Money on this 
Afair, nor indeed have the Contractors themſelves properly 
advanced any Money; for on delivering their Bills drawn at 
digt on Jamaica to the Paymaſter here, he furniſhed the 
Money for them, as is the conſtant Practice of the Pay-Office, 
whenever Bills of Exchange are furniſh'd payable in foreign 
Parts by the Drawers of ſuch Bills, or by Draughts from 
Jamaica on the Pay. Office, to make good ſuch Sums, as 
we raiſed for the Service in the Iſland. 

And being further examined this Twenty-ſecond Day of 
Jez 1742, ſaid, that the Contractors allowed to Mr Cole- 
late, who carried out the Money ſent with Lord Cathcart, 
ae fer Cent. Commiſſion ; but the further Sums, which have 
1742. i been 


= 


„ 6. 


_ * 
* * — 
X a „ Cp n 4 
4 * 1 1 1 N * * K N 


* a ” * 
4 Ha” 4 A l 
= * : TE mY : 2 
- 


66 APPENDIX to the Farther Report, kit. 
An. 16, Geo, IT been ſince ſent out, and all other Tranſactions relating to thi 
174% Affair, have been managed by their Agents at Famaics," 1s 
whom they are to pay two per Cent. n 
And further ſaid, that an y_ has been * 
inſt their Agent at Jamaica by . Knowles for 21 
Cent. Freight, for as Money Intel he carried out 5 
Time of Lord Cathcart's going on the Expedition, for which, 
as the Examinant is informed, Capt. XKzowwles has obtained x 
Verdict; which if the Contractors ſhall be obliged to pay, 
will be a Precedent for other Captains of Men of War, by 
whom Money was ſent out at the ſame Time. 
FOHN BRISTOF. 


TS Pires 


| "I 


8 Harles Hanbury Williams, Eſq; being examined in the 
Mr — 2 moſt ſolemn Manner, this zoth Day of April, 1742, 
Williams, relat- faid, That on the gth Day of Jah laſt, as he thinks, being 
— — faid jn his Chariot, he met Meffieurs Burrell and Briftow, who 
"My told him, that they had made an Agreement with the Trea- 
ſury for remitting Money to pay the Troops, at the Rate of 
120 J. Jamaica Money for 100 J. Sterling. That after meet. 
ing Meflieurs Parrell and Briffow, he went to the Treaſury, 
and he thinks he ſaw Lord Cathcart in one of the Rooms 0 
the Treaſury, and thinks he talked of what Meſeurs Barre 
and Briftow had told him to Lord Cathcart, but he is not 
poſitive. That the ſame Day there was a Meeting at his Of- 
fice in Scotland-Yard, at which were preſent Lord Cathcart, 
Capt. Alexander Wilſon, Mr Burrell, Mr Briflow, and this 
Examinant, but he cannot ſay any one elſe in particular: 
He cannot ſay Mr Monſon was preſent. That this Meeting 
was defired that Morning either by Lord Cathcart, or by 
Capt. Wilfr, at his Inftance, but he cannot tell which. H 
thinks they all met at the Treaſury, and went from thence 
to the Office. That the Converſation, which laſted tw 
Hours, turned on the proper Means of carrying Meſheurs 
Burrell and Briftow's Contract into Execution, and preve 
ing the Troops frem being diſappointed for want of Money 
That he inclines to imagine, that Lord Cathcart knew that 
the Agreement was made. This Examinant aſked Metern 
Burrell and Friese what Money they had ſent over, and 
what Credit they had eſtabliſhed for this Parpoſe ; but tha 
this was a Queſtion arifing from his own Care and Cunt 
only. That he believes Lord Cathcart faid, he had heard, 
that the Exchange in the City was 130 or 135 ; thatift 
Troops were paid at 120, the Difference might occaſion 1 
Uneaſineſs amongſt them. That what Lord Cathcart fax, 
was rather repining and diſliking the low Rate of Excaange 
they had agreed for, than diſputing about it. That 
coni-quence of this Diſlike of Lord Cathcart's, 
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Li lk. 
adcavouring from thence to ſhew, not = 
v remit cheaper ; but this Examinant did not underſtand all "Y 
they ſaid upon this Head. That Meflieurs Burrell and Bri- 

tv talked of their Agreement as made, but whether at the ; 
xginning or End of the Meeting he cannot ſay. That he 

annot ſay III, CH Burrell, 75 1 

Converſation them, agreed with Treaſury ; 

wr can he ſay, that he heard Lord Cathcart mention the 

fztrican Troops, as then paid at a higher Rate of Exchange. 


N. B. Charles Hanbury Williams, Eſq; being now at Bath, 
could not fign his Examination, but it was read over to 
the Committee twice, and was found to be agreeable to 
the Minutes then taken. | ; 4 


Nums. IV. 


Ames Knight, Eſq; being examined in the moſt ſolemn pr mination 
Inner his Thick Day of May, 1742, faid, That he Mr Knight - 
Ind many Years in Jamaica , from whence he came to lating to the 
g/ard about five Years, and that he has many Effetts, , k 
Rents, and a Plantation in that Iſland. That when he Rd ns 
there, he ated as a Factor to the Gaine Merchants, and 
ks ſold ſeveral Cargoes of Negroes to the Seuth-Sea Com- 
my, which were paid for in Bills of Exchange at Landon, 


2A 


E 


hr: had, by his Employments, the Means of being acquaint- 
ting d with the Remittance from that Iſland, both in Specie and 
r by = Bills. That the Exchange between Famaice and London 


m, for ſeven Years paſt, varied little, being from 
140 to 135, but generally 140, very few Bills being drawn 
acer that Rate, excepting particular Contracts in the Sales 
« Negroes, Eſtates, or other Effects, when the Exchange 
= ſometimes been agreed on at 35, and ſometimes at 37 2, 
de Difference in Exchange being confidered in the Purchaſe. 
Tie Seutb-Sea Company in particular ſettled their Exchange 
* zj fer Cent. at which Rate they drew for confiderable 
— and in Conſideration of — and = Num. 
* of Negroes they ht, they em at a Price ac- 
oxingly, the E. 35 and 36 per Head, in Bills 
© 45 per Cent. and 38 and 40 J. in Sugars, or other Pro- 
ae of the Iſland; when the Company, by Means of their 
Es being at a lower Exchange, furniſhed the Merchants at 
il and 32 J. per Head, Jamaica Currency. That he has 
us Bill of 600 J. drawn on the Ordnance at 140, and he 
= had two others of 500 J. each drawn on the ſame Of- 
, and other publick Bills as well as private, at the fame 
1742. 1 2 Rate, 
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An. 16. Geo. II. Rate, within the laſt twelve Months. That the Tndepet. 
, 274%.  dant Companies conſtantly draw at 140, as he has heard and 
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believes, except one or two Offiters, Who have had Credit, 
That he believes, before the War, the Bills remitted from 
Jamaica to England, including thoſe drawn by the South- 
Sea Company, may have amounted to 100,000 4 Fer Amun. 
That there are beſides great Sums ſent from thence"to Fae. 
land in Specie. That before the War, it was common for 
ſingle Men of War to bring 40 or 50,000 J. from thence ; 
ing he believes, including the Money ſent over by the Soxth. 
Sea Company, upwards of 500,000 J. per Annum in Specie, 
was uſually remitted from Jamaica at a Medium before the 
Commencement of the War. That the Spetie In Jamaica 
conſiſts chiefly in Spani/ Coin: There are ſome Span pi. 
ftoles and Doubloons, That there is a Law in Jamaica, 
made about the Year 1681, which aſcertains the Currency cf 
Spaniſh Money, and makes it Felony to diminiſh or falſify it; 
tho* he has known Perſons tried upon the Law, yet it is not, 
in general, much obſerved, the Coin being commonly clipt 
and diminiſhed of its true Weight, and the Portugal Money 
is not included in it, becauſe EY was then none upon the 
Iſland, That when this Examinant heard that the Troops 
were going to Jamaica, he enquired how they were to be 
paid; and on being told, that the Treaſury would contract 
with private Perſons for that Purpoſe, he did himſelf intend 
to make an Offer for the furniſhing of the Money neceſſa- 
Ty ; butin very few Days he heard, that the Treaſury had 
agreed with Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſtow, at the Rate of 
120 J. Jamaica Money, for 100 J. Ster/. That this Ex- 
minant does not believe, that the Treaſury ever gave Notice, 
that they intended any ſuch Contract. That indeed be 
does not know, that a formal, publick Notice has ever been 
given by the Treaſury on ſuch Occaſions; but he has heard, 
that in Queen Anne's War, the Treaſury, when they had 
ſuch Contracts in View, have communicated their Intentions 
to Merchants, which was, in Effect, the ſame Thing, and 
was what this Examinant expected in the preſent Caſe ; and 
had this been done, this Examinant believes, that ſeveral 
others beſides himſelf, would have propoſed to have forniſh- 
ed the Government with Money at Famgica. That thy 
Examinant would have furniſhed the Money at 130 per Cent. 
provided he could have obtained the ſame Advancement, 
which he has heard was made to Meſſieurs Burrel and Bri- 
floww ; for in Proportion to his Advancement, he propoſed 
to have made his Offer of furniſhing the Troops with Mo- 
ney, otherwiſe he could not have afforded ſuch an Exchange, 
and ſhould have thought it a good Bargain. That he ſhould 
have thought himfelf ſecured againſt any Diſappointment'v 
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the Want of Currency at Jamaica, by ſ 
gecie one third Part of what he might be ſuppoſed to wan 
in Six Months Time; for that he the only Dif- 
iculty would have been at firſt, when the People there, on 


wur to lower the | 
doubt, but he could have contracted with People on the Iſland, 
to have furniſhed the Money at the Rate of 137 f per Cent. or 
ty other Means provided the Money to anſwer the Occafion. 
That if the whole Money was advanced to him here before- 
hand, and he was only to ſend it over, and ſo forniſh the 
Money at Jamaica at the Rate of 130 per Cent. he ſhould 
think that he might make 12 or 15 per Cent. per Annum, of 
the Money which he thus ſupplied, becauſe he could return 
the ſame Money twice in the Compaſs of one Year. He 
aided, that he believes the Inſurance of Money on Men of 
War from London to Jamaica might be done at 2 per Cent. 
to pay 84. That the Commiſſion which he pays to his 
Agents at Famaica for tranſacting his Affairs, is 5 per Cent. 
but if He was to negotiate 30 or 40,000 J. for the Govern- 
nent, he would have done it, when at Jamaica, for 2 £ 
jer Cent. with all his Heart ; and doubts not but other Per- 
ons of Credit and Reputation in Jamaica, would have un- 
dertaken the ſame for the like Commiſſion, or leſs. 
James Knicar. 


de Arrival of ſo great a Number of Troops, might enden - 
W that afterwards he does not 


ing over in An, 16. Geo. . 


o 
„ 


** Nu uz. V. | 

Ex: BY n Right Honourable the Lords Commiſſioners of his Ma- 

tice, | Jefty's Treaſury, 

| he May it pleaſe your Lordſbi ps, . 

been R Burrell, one of the Contractors for the Remit- Repreſentation 

ArC, tances for the Marines to Jamaica, hath delivered from the Deputy 
hal BY de Letter hereunto annexed, into the Office of the Pay- — of the 
tions arines to the 


par um of 9,500 J. may be iſſued for Subſiſtance to the Ma- Treaſury, for 
** rines going on the intended Expedition. I humbly pray 9, 5300 l. 

i your Lordſhips will be pleaſed to order the ſaid Sum to be 

a this ſued to the Pay-maſter of the Marines, for the Uſes here- 

IS ier to be appointed, wiz. | 

Tk | / [A | > i 

5 On the Order for 118,214 1 — 7125 

"ſed On the Order for 33,429 o — 2375 


Pay Office, 23 Sept. 3 
1740. | L. 9500 

All which is humbly ſubmitted. 
| EpMuND JoNEs, oy. 
» 


maſter of the Marines; wherein he propoſes that a farther Lords of the 


. 4 bs, 
* * 


— * 
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An. 16. Geo. n. 81K. r aer * ) 2229 « 
x? — 1 T HE Troops under the Command df Lord Cail x 
A” th being detained fo long 4 Portſmouth, that the Mo. wh 
Letter on the hey ſent by them will become due before they tan arrive a Bl ;, 
fame Occafion, Jamaica; we therefore beg Leave to reprelent to you, tha 2 
we apprehend it will be for his Majeſty's Service, that an ad. ,; 

ditional two Months Pay may be ſent by them, that at all .. 


Events they may be ſecured from any poſlible  Diſappoint. 
ment. | ror 
athens Toy Laney ay: that a further Sum of 
9,500 J. may be advanced to us, for the better enabling ys 
to forward ſuch Supply. i fs Me RL 
We are, for Mr John Briſtow and Self, _ 
Your moft Humble Servants, 


PeTer BurnELL, 


To the Hen. Charles Hanbury 
Williams, Paymaſter of 
the Marines. 


London, Sept. 23, 1740- 


— — 


Wurrz-H ATL, Treaſury- Chambers, Sep?. 24, 1740. 
| | PRESEN T, DEE ve; 
Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord Sanden, 
Mr Earle T. 
SSUE alſo out 3 ſaid Funds to the 8 of 
1 the Marines the Sum of 9,500 J. upon Account for the 
— Subſiſtance of the ſaid — to anſwer the Value of 
Bills of Exchange to be given by Meſſieurs Burrell and 
Briftoxw, according to their Agreement in that Behalf, 
for their furniſhing Money at Jamaica for the Expedition 
under Lord Cathcart. 3 7 


— 
th * 
e 


_— 


To the Right Honourable the Lox ps Coumss10NERs.0 


| His Mazje5TY's Treaſury, N »h 

The PRoPosaL of Peter Burrell and Jahn Briſinw. e 

HAT the Forces under the Command of the Lord "A 

| — — — Catbeart intended for an Expedition to the Weff E. ber 
— Lords Lier, having been detained fo long at Portſmouth by cot v the 


of the Treaſury, Winds, it is apprehended, that apon their Arrival at Ja- & fl 
— adn 


* Then Member for Weſtminſter. 
+ Then Member for Malmesbury. 
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wica, a farther Sum will be wanting, than what is already Au 16. O.,. 

emitted for that Service to the 24th of December 1740. 1742. 
That they are ready to furniſh their Bills for 12,000 J. 


e de Command of the Lord Cathcart, from the 25th of De- 
that „ber 1740, to the 23d of February following, at the Rate 
ad. io Sterling for every 120 J. paid at Jamaica in the Cur- 
cy of nd. & ace 


Which is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordfbips, 

Fer John Briſtow and. Self, - - | 

lar, Sent. 25, Para BunnELL. 
1740. | | 


_— 
— 


Wnirz-Ha rt, Treaſury- Chambers, Sept. 26. 1740. 
PRESENT, 
Mr Chancellor of the Exchequer, Lord $*»dez, Mr Earle. 

IV Lords, upon reading a Memorial from the Pay- Order for Pay- 
maſter of the Forces, dated the 25th Inſtant, for ins them 
crying on the Subſiſtance of the Forces under the Lord 11,924 * 
(uthcart, from the 25th of December 1740, order 11,024 1. 
j 5 4. 4 to be iſſued to the ſaid Paymaſter on the Order 
a his Name, for Part of the 200,000 J. appropriated to the 
Extraordinaries of the War, to be appointed towards the 
rice of the Expedition to the Weft- Indies. | 


— —— 


g a 
WuIiTE-HATL TL, Treaſury- Chambers, Dec. 19, 1740. 
PRESEN 1, | 


Hr Chancellor of the Exchequer, Mr Winnington *, 
lard Sundon, Mr Treby F. 


Y Lords agree to a Propoſal now read, of Peter Bur- And alſo 210001, 
rell and John Briftoww, dated the t, for more. 
plying a further Sum of 21,0007. at Jamaica, for the 

ty of his Majefty's Forces gone upon the Expedition with 

lord Cathcart, finding that the Rate of their Bills is the 
ane as was agreed to upon their Propoſal of the gth of July 

ﬆ 4iz, in Bills payable in Jamaica at Sight, at the Rate 

« 120 /. Jamaica Currency, for every 100 J. Sterling. And 

tir Lordſhips order a Copy of this Minute to be tranſmitted 

v the Paymaſter of his Majeſty's Forces and Marines, ſo as 

& ſaid Sum of 21,000 J. may be iſſued for the ſaid Bills ac- 


rdingly. 

| NUMB. 
e Then Member of Parliament for Droitwich. 
+ Then Member of Parliameat for Plympton, 


An.16. Geo, II. 


174 · 


DOurrency, when their Pay ſhould become due, would be at 
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Extracts and Copies of Letters from Bri- 

| 28 General Wentworth and M- 
Colebrooke. we 


* CHICO - 
Extract of a Letter from Brigadier General Wentworth 
| to his Grace the Duke of Newcaſtle. 
Jamaica, Jan. 20, 1740-1 

Muſt beg Leave to repreſent to your Grace +, that the fx 
ing of the Payment of the Troops at 1 20 Jamaica Cur 
rency, will, I apprehend, be attended with Inconveniencies 
Upon the Money's being tendered to the Paymaſters, preat 
Diſcontent was expreſſed by the Officers, and ſome aQuall 
refuſed to receive it ; of which being immediately apprized 
I have taken Meaſures to put a Stop to any further Com 
plaints. But as we ſhall have a Detachment from the Inde 
pendant Companies who are paid at 125 per Cent. I believe 
it will be difficult to prevent the Diſcontent from getting a 
mongſt the private Men. As the Exchange is always fluctu 
ating, the Payment of the Troops according to the exat 


3 


tended with great Inconveniencies. But was there a prope 
Medium fixt, (even ſo low as 125 per Cent.) I believe 
would be made eaſy. 1 


(B) n 
Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PELHAM? 


STR, King flon, Jamaica, Feb. 20, 17401 
OU will certainly have learnt from Meſſieurs Burr 
and Briſtow, before this Time, that their Correſpon 

dents, Merewether and Manning, had declined executin 
their Orders to pay to the Deputy Paymaſter ſuch Sums c 
Money, as thoſe Gentlemen had by their Contract with i 
Lords of the Treaſury agreed to furniſh here for the Servic 
of the Expedition; but it is probable thoſe Gentlemen 
not informed, that the Motive of that Refuſal was, tl 
theſe FaQtors had a View of appropriating the Profits ! 


+ One of his Majeſty's Principal Sectetaries of State. 
* Pay-maſter General of his Majeſty's Forces, 


— 8 , a wnw 


FX 
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wiſe by ſuch Supply, to themſelves. W 


may have given to their Prix I cannot ſay 2 but at this 
2 e. = 5 * aid na roo. 

dure, t ey | | / . e 
Mr to allow them. a ſufficient Commiſhon or Provifien ; * — it 


vas not worth their while to undertake it for a Conſideration 
of One per Cent. to 17 of them. The Truth is, they 
vere dazzled with the an 15 or 20 inſtead 
of 2 per Cent. and reckoning that a much greater Sum than 
thoſe Gentlemen receiv'd from the Treaſury, in Jah, would 
te due to the Forces before they arrived here, finding Nowe 

ur almoſt out, they made their Calculation, that they hould 
be able to ſet their own Price upon what they imagined the 
Deputy Paymaſters would be under a Neceſſuy of taking 
from them. But the further Supply you iſſued to Meſheurs 
Burrell and Brijlow in September, and for which they gave 
their Bill upon me, has put me in à Condition to anſwer all 
Occaſious hitherto, and diſconcerted all their Meaſures. 

[ perceived the General inclined to think fayourable of the 
Intentions of theſe Perſons, and yet it was not till the 25th 
of January, that he appeared convinced that they never in- 
tended to furniſh Money upon the Account of the Gentle- 
nen in England; at which Time Mr Manning declared in 
expreſs Terms, in the Preſence of General Weztworth, Mr 
itrwart, Lieutenant-Governor of this Iſland, and other 
Gentlemen, that they would not anſwer Meſſieurs Burrell and 
Brifoww's Credit. This was the 16th Day after I delivered 
Mefieurs Burrell and Briftow's Letters of Credit to them, 
nd made my Demand on them. What paſt between me 
and them, and with General Wentworth, in that Interim, 

will pleaſe to ſee by the Copies of the Letters I ſend 
th 


Upon the Refuſal of Merezwether and Manning to furniſh 
Money, General Wentworth defired me to ſtay in this Place, 
ud endeavour to raiſe Money for the Uſe of the Troops, 
which I have undertaken, purſuant to the Iuſtructions you 
hure honoured me with; and I hope my Zeal for His Ma- 
kty's and your Seryice, will receive your Approbation. 

I have Reaſon to think, that as Merewetber and Manning 
apected to ſupply what Money the Troops might have Oc- 
alon for, at an immoderate Profit to themſelves, that I ſhall 
ret with all e Oppoſition from them and their Adhe- 
ents, otherwiſe I could not have failed of finding all the Mo- 
tex I can poſſibly want for Bills. What the Event will be 
l cannot ſay with ſufficient Certainty, more than that my 
Endeavours will be faithful, and, I hope, cffeQual. 

Meſſieurs Merexwether and Manning :cquainted me the 
Wa of Januar, that they had fo long ago as the End of No- 

1742. K vember, 


Reaſons they An. 16. Geo, M. 
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An. 16.Geo. II. vember, wrote to Meſlicurs Burrell and Briftow, to tell them, 
e. that whatever Sums were wanted here for the Forces, *mug 
wee ſent in Specie from England. They knew that an An. 
5 ſwer to thoſe Advices could not me back to this and 
till pril or May, and expected in the mean Time to have 
ſapplied Money to the 'T upon their own unjuſt Term, 
This faithleſs Treatment of their Principals, muſt hive afto- 
niſhed and deceived Meſſieurs Burrell and Briffow, till the 
g Truth comes to be by ſubſequent Letters; and 
; upon what you will have heard from them, yon have cer- 
tainly been induced to ſend over more Specie, a Thing that 
would have in no Caſe been neceſſary, if theſe Perfons had 
not enter'd into the moſt ungrateful and unnatural Combi. 
nation, to diſcredit their Benefactors, and diſtreſs the pu- 
blick Service; and inſinuating to Brigadier Blatexg, ha 
themſelves only were in a Condition to ſupply the Troops, 
which, for the Sake of the Service, as an Act of great Me. 
rit, they would find Means to do at the Rate of 110, this 

Currency, for 100 /. Sterl. "W141 


1 


erste v OM. 
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| 
DO 


(e oats 
Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PELHAM. 
 Kingflon, Feb. 24, 1740. 

SIR, 


Gave Notice that I had Occaſion for a Supply of Money 
I for the Service, and offered my Bills at 130 Jamaica 
Currency, for 100 J. Sterl. and notwithſtanding ſeveral 
Things combine to make Money ſcarce, I have made a Be- 
ginning, and paſſed Bills upon you for 1250 J. Sterl. as 5 
noted at the Foot. | , 


L. 500 to Fobn Hamilton, Eſq; Value of the fame. 
200 to Robert Wilſon, Value of Joa Hamilton. 
300 to Jobn Eaft, Value of Samuel Spofforth. 
100 to Samuel Spofforth, Value of the ſame. 
150 to Jacob Mendes da Cofta, Value of David Brow. 

L. 1250 all under this Day's Date, payable at three Days 

a Sight. Which Sum of 1250 J. Ster/. at the 

Rate of 130, making 1625 J. Jamaica Cur- 
rency, I paſs to the Credit of the Right Hon. 
Henry Pelham, Eiq; 


— x pag. n 


Mr 
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my (D) | 
Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PELHAM. 
SIX, King ſton, Famaica, March 23, 1740. 


Have now the Pleaſure to acquaint you, that the Combi- 
nation that had been formed here to reduce the Price of 
Bills for the Publick Service to 110, is entirely diffipated. 
The Confederates lately made a new Effort to put a Stop to 
the Supplies of ns which they found coming into my 
Hands, by endeavouring to borrow all the Money they could 
hear of; bat I have now happily overcome all Oppoſition, 
ory can aſſure you on good Grounds, that whatever Money 
may be neceſſary to be raiſed for the Service, will be found 
here for Bills on you at 130 and upwards. I ſay this with 
Confidence from the State and Courſe of the Trade here ; 
—— dare aer to adviſe you not to ſend any more Mo- 
land in Specie, upon Account of any Doubt of 
my af nd that can "oflibly be wanted for the Uſe of his 
Majeſty's Forces ; and T think I am not miſtaken in my 
Concluſion, if a War ſhould break out with France, I ſhall find 
Money at 140 this Currency, for every 100 J. Ster/. becauſe 
the Riſque of ſending Money Home will be greater, the 
Premium of Inſurance muſt riſe in Proportion, and People 
will give a greater Price for ſuch Bills of Exchange, as they 
ind by Experience are regularly diſcharged. 

Here-under is an Account of all the Bills I have paſſed 
upon you; the 24th of February, for 1250 J. at 130, is 
1625 /. the gth of March for 2420 /. at 130, is 3146; and 
the 18th of March, for 1285 J. Sterl. at 130, is 1670 J. 105. 
fr all which Sums I make myſelf Debtor according to the 
reſpeftive Dates. 


ills drawn by John Colebrooke, for the Uſe of bis Majeſty's 
Forces in America, upon the Right Hon. Henry Pelham, 
E; Pay-Mafter General of bis. Majeſty's Forces. 


ith. 24. NO. 1. 500 J. Sterl. Order John Hamilton, Eſq; 
Value of the ſame. 


John Hamilton, Eſq; 
3. 300 J. Order John Eat, Value of Sa- 
muel Spofforth. 
4- 100 J. Order Samuel Spofforth, Value of 
the ſame. 
5. 150 J. Order David Mendes da Cofta, 
— Value of David Bravo. 
1250 /. Sterl. at 130, makes Jamaica 
Currency — 1625 J. 
1742. k 2 March 


2. 200 J. Order Robert Wilſon, Value of 


An. 16, Geo, II, 


1742, 
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* Geo. II. March 9. No. 6. 500 4 Sterl. Order Edward Trolews 
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1242. Eſq; Value of the fame, 
8 | 7. 1⁰%%ẽỹj Jolh FRA 


the fame. 
8. 250 * Pat. Taylor, Valae of il 
ame 
9. 200 J cer Joe Don, Vale Js 
| tete 
10, 500 1. Order Juda Swpino and Son, Va 
due of Fac. Pareira Mendes. 
11. 500 J. Order James Douglas of Londur 
Value of Murray Crimble. 
12. 300 J. Order James Murray, Value of 
the ſame.- 
13. 50 J. Order Jeſ. Note, Value of the 
— ſame. 


2420 l. Sterl. at 1 30, makes Currency at 
Jamaica, — 3146 


Mar. 18. No. 14. 200 J. Sterl. Order Strachan and Wil 
5 „Value of the ſame. 
Order Papillon and Benjamin Ball, 
Value of Murray Crimble. 
16. 200 J Order John and James Porter, 
Value of the ſame. * 
17. 100 J Order Robert de Lap and Comp. 
Value of the ſame. 
18. 80 J Order James Taylor, Value of 
the ſame, 


19. 130 J. Order Alexander Barclay, Value 
of David Barclay. 

20. 325 J. Order Robert and Fohn Hamilton, 
Value of the ſame. 

21, 50 J. Order Matthew Cleveland, Value 

— of Robert and Jobn Hamilton. 

1285 J. Sterl. at 130, makes Jamaica 

Currency — 1670 K 10. 10 5. 


15. 200 L, 


$49; 


Total 6441 : 
( 2 ) Hr, 
Mr COLEBROOKE oMr PELHAM. $; 
S T7 X, King flon, Jamaica, May 1, 1741. 


Adviſed you of the 23d of March, of having drawn 
upon you 21 Bills of Exchange, under ſeveral Dates, 
«mounting to 4955 . Sterl, 
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1 have fince drawn 7757 l. 115. 2 4. in other 24 Bills, An. x6. Ges. II 
u here-under, "gh myſelf Debtor for the refoettive 1742. 
aims under each Date. 
[ am now quite ſare of 
unde, to any Amount that „ provided a . 
roper Notice is given. 


haunt of BI LLS drown by John Colebroke, upon 
the Right Honourable Henry Pelham, E; 1 
General, for the Up ofthe profent Expedition 


N Sterl. Alexand Campbell, Val 
[1 22 300 to er ue 
3 ? of the ſame. 
. $*3 100 to Ditto Ditto 
1500% QY24 100 to A Van Haare, Fobn Ha- 
| milton. 
25 1000 to David Tavares himſelf. 


April 6. 6 500 to'Pandeſo and Paniero them- 
fp ſelves. 
27 200 to Jobs Ferguſon, Tho.Stratton. 
28 50 to Jobs Hamilton himſelf. 
129 100 Ditto Ditto. 
30 150 Ditto Dito. 
31 400 Daniel Dias Fernandes, A. and 
S. Dias Fernando, | 
132 300 Aaron Louſada, J. and B. 


. 


nk ters; at 130 J. and up- 


4 Louſada. 
(407 11 0 33 450 Samuel Stork, Jubn Cartia. 
34 1000 Tſaac Fuertado himſelf. 


35 200 Ab. de Fonſeca, M. and A. La 
Mera. 


36 150 Pereira & Lima, A. La Mera. 
137 207 11 2 Jacob Brandi himſelf. 
38 $800 Daniel Mendes da Cofta himſelf 
59 50 Ju Spine and Son, l/aac 
| P. Mendes. 
| 40 200 Pat. Taylor himſelf. 
bk. . 
41 200 Ditto — Ditto. 


il 24. £42 100 William Groves himſelf. 

43 209 Fac. Mendes da Cofta, David 
Bravo. 

44 350 Je. Polander himſelf. 

45 200 Taylor and Jackſon themſelves. 


Which Sums of ,1500 J. Sterling, drawn the 24th of 
Merch, and 5407 J. 11 4. 2 d. the 6th of April, and 850 / 
the 
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2 11. the 24th of April, I paſs to the Credit of the R 


T: purſuance of your e in the ſecond Fa 
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L 
- nourable Herry Pelham, Eſq; at the Räte of '130 Janaid 
Currency for 100 J. Sterling, in his' Account of P Bs 
ee Fr 39 208 

| Jenn Cournecome. 


bn —_— — 


e CT dai , 
Mr COLEBROOXE to Mr PELHAM 
8 1K. v7 * | Dated Sepe 1, 194. 


of your Letter of the Twenty-fifth of May, about t. 
iſcontent of the Troops, on Occaſion of their being p 


at the Rate of 1201. Jamaica Currency, for 100 J. a T 
ling, it is my Duty to acquaint you, that the Par of . $ap 
between England and Jamaica 1s, : [ 

1 lahe 

Piſtoles at — © 16 8 ster. 4 

Guineas at — 1 1 " 

Moedas —— 1 — Gun 

Portugal Pieces 1 16 — In 

To which adding 6 per Cent. for Freight and Inſurmꝗ lei 
from Jamaica to London; the Medium upon Gold is 149 ite 

Pieces of 8, 75. 3d. per Ounce Famaica [i 
5 5. Od. London Par. — — * 130 e 
Small Pieces 7 5. 2 d. 5s. 6d. 134 eie 

Medium 135 3 to which adding 6 per Cent. for Fre 
and Inſurance as before upon Silver, is 143 Lig 

I mentioned in my laſt of September 12, that the Offic de 
of the Independent Companies here draw for their Pay ac 
cording to the Courſe of Exchange, now 140, and pay tl 
private Men at 125. 

I have learnt, that when the Regiments of Cope and Ha 
arrived in this Ifland, the Aſſembly, in Conſideration of th Mr 
Dearneſs of all Neceſſaries, then paſſed an Act to mak 
them an Allowance of Proviſions at the. Country's Expence 0 
and I am well informed, that Proviſions are at this Time T 
an; per Cent. dearer than they were then. | 

I confirm, that the Officers of the Independent Coma 
nies, have an Allowance of twenty Shillings, and each pri 
vate Man five Shillings per Week, for- which 10,000 /. {rd 
raiſed annually by the Aſſembly. bis ( 

My Duty requires me to ſecond your Zeal in his Mays th 


zelty's Service to the utmoſt of my Ability, in the * 
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wot you have 


4 of Money iſſued by you, and brought to this Place in 
gecie, the Combination entered into to diſtreſs me in raiſing 
yoney for the Uſe of the Troops by lowering the Exchange, 
ys been entirely broken ; and from thence, and the State 
of the Trade to the \ Spani/s Coaſt, there is Reaſon to be 
fred that the Exchange will keep up to 140, not without 
Probability of its being raiſed higher by proper Manage- 
nent; and as this favourable Circumſtance may be the 
Means of producing very conſiderable Relief to the Troops, 
y paying them at à higher Rate hereafter; I hope you 
fil look upon it as an Inſtance of my Ambition to make 
Services agreeable-ro you, that L offer myſelf to under- 
tke to draw Bills upon you at the beſt Courſe of the Ex- 
The Intereſt of the Merchants ſending Goods to Jamaica 
z2painſt the Riſe of the Exchange, but I perſuade myſelf 
| hall be as ſucceſsful in this Attempt, as I have been 
litherto in your Service; and I am ſo well aſſured of what 
[adyance, that ſhould you prefer the having a certain Price 
it, I am ready to furniſh any Sum of Money wanted for 
h Majeſty's Forces at 135 certain Price, without any 
(urge, and that my Bills bear no leſs Term than four 
Konths after Date, or ſixty Days after Sight; and that 
[vill not trouble the Office with ſmall Bills, but paſs one 
atwo Months, or one Month the ofteneſt. 
[ ſent farther to Mr Pitt, for the Uſe of the Forces on 
(wa6285 J. 15 5. by the Defiance, Capt. Trevor, which ſailed 
leterday. Ian, Sir, | \ 
Your moſt Obedient, and ' 
lag an, Jamaica, moſt humble Servant, 
Sept. 1, 1741. Jou Cor EROOx E. 


(G) 


Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PELHAM. 
IX, | Dated Jamaica, Sept. 7, 1741. 


HE Diſſatisfaction of the Officers receiving their Pay 

at 120 this Currency, for every 100/. Sterling, in- 
tales every Day, and now I have found Means to bring 
Exchange to 140, they complain of it as a very great 
ladſhip. I had formerly repreſented to the General upon 
bs Occafion, that the Price of 120 was fixed by Contract 
ne Treaſury with Meſſrs, Burre/l and Briffoww. That 
. your 


pleaſed to bonour me with and it is with 3% 26 Geo. M. 
that I can 10form'you, that by Occaſion of the great 37% 
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hn" oy which anſwers to 125 Currency for 100 
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$0 Abe 


kn te: . 
T to at a Exchange than 
Price fixe with the Contractors; but that as the: Cont 
was not anſwered by the Agents of | Barrell and Nin, 
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Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PELHAM 
J King flon, Jamaica, Sept. 12, 174 


I Have the Mortification to acquaint you, this Diſconte 
of the Troops increaſes every Day, the more, as f 
come to underſtand that the is brought co 14 
and that the private Men of the I ompanie 
I one Royal, or 7 1 Pence this 


the Officer draws his — to th 
Exchange, which is now at 140. Beſides which, the 
ſembly in Conſideration of the Dearneſs of all Nereſſaric 
allows every Capt. and Lieut. 20 Shi Currency, ar 


every private Man 5 . a Week additional Pay, called he 
Country Subfiftance. 
This puts the Condition of theſe Independent Cc 


on ſo much better F — he Bu 
tion, that theſe latter are continually expreſſing 
eafineſs on the Com 

I can now aſſure you, that you may depend apart 
keeping up the Exchange to 140, and raifing 
Sum may be wanted for his Majeſty's Forces, and that Bi 
upon you will have the Preference of all private Bills, 
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Mr COLEBROOKE toMr PELHAM. 


4 | Kingflon, Jamaica, Oct. 8, 1741. 
$ I , ' 


Here is ngthing talked of ſo much among the Officers 
of the Army, as the Hardſhip of being paid at 120, 
when the Exchange is at 140. Every one of them is be- 
came a Calculator, and complains, that he loſes 16 J. 65. 
n every 100 J. For 120 Jamaica Currency is paid with 
6: Moidores at 38 7. 9d. each; which 62 Moi is no 
nore than 83 J. 14 s. Sterling, and I have been told, that 
naſt of them have wrom to Ee Friends at bans to apply 
fr Redreſs, finding themſelves very much ſtraitened in a 
Pace, where every Neceſſary is exceſſive dear. 

As the General ſeems not inclined to order the Payment 
of the Troops, otherwiſe than Sums of Money upon Ac- 
count, notwithſtanding his ſtrict Injunctions to me to be al- 
mays ready, it is probable I may not be obliged to take up 
Monies ſoon ; which I ſhall be very glad of, that I may be 
witrafted by you, whether I am to receive Money from 
Meſſieurs Gray and Woolley, as now offer, at 125, or 
paſs my Bills to the Publick at 140 ; on which Price, and 
my finding all the Money that may be wanted for the Ser- 
rice, you may hence-forward depend. 


(K) 
Mr COLEBROOKE to Mr PELHAM. 


 Kingflon, Jamaica, 12 Feb. 1741-2. 


Have received the Honour of two of your Letters of the 
18th of Jah, and the iſt of O#. with a Copy of the 
Lords of the Treaſury's Agreement with Meſſicurs Burre// 
and Brie. Your Order that it be complied with, has 
teen already executed, and the Additional 5 per Cent. upon 
il Payments for Subſiſlance from the 24th of Avril, has been 
pad to the reſpective Paymaſters, and the Payments ſince 
de 25th of Dec. made at 125 /. | 

I have this Day paſſed my Bill on you for 4800 J. No. 
93, at 30 Days Sight, payable to Peter Barrell and John 
briffow, Eſqrs. for Value of Meſſ. Gray and Woolley, at 125, 
boo Jamaica Currency. 


142. ] Extra# 


| An. 16. Geo, II. 
679 . 


An. 16. Geo, II. 
1742 · 


Mr Pelham's 


Memorial to the I of three Letters lately received from Mr Jobs Colebroul, 
Treaſury, relat- at Jamaica, the Perſon deputed by me to pay the Troops em- 


ing to the Con- 
tract with Mr 
Burrell, &c. 
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been ſettled at 125 J. it would have done better, which 
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Extract of a Letter to the Pay maſter of the Marines, fron 
bis Deputy in Jamaica, Aug. 22, 1741. 

Eneral Guiſe has wrote to Mr Colebrooke, that it is his 

Opinion, he ought not to take the Money from Mr 

Gray at 120 for 100 J. Sterling, when he. can draw at 130 

and 135. That as the Agents of Burrell and Briftow. would 

not ſupply Money according to the Contract with the Trea- 

ſury, that it is void ; and that he ought to keep draying till 

he hears from Mr Pelham. There is great Murmaring a- 

mongſt the Troops being paid at 120. I think if it had 


would have anſwered to the Currency of Silver here, 7 4 for 
6 4. Sterling. 

I don't doubt, but if I was to take all Opportunities for 
drawing, but I could be always ſure of ſupplying at 
130 J. Ec. | | 


K FS. 2198 a. g tm mes nn o=©® os 


| rer 
May it pleaſe your Lord/hips, 4 


Humbly beg Leave to lay before your Lordſhips, Copies 


ploy'd upon the Expedition to America, relating to the 
Exchange of Monies between London and Jamaica; which 
I thought proper to communicate to your Lordſhips, with 
a Repreſentation of . this Affair, as the ſame appears to me. 

That your Lordſhips were pleaſed, by Minute of the gth 
of Fuly 1740, to contract and with Meſſieurs Burrell 
and Briſtogu, to furniſh Money for the Payment of the faid 
Troops, at the Rate of 120 J. Jamaica Currency, for e- 
very 100 /. Sterling ; in Purſuance whereof, my Deputy 
was inſtructed to take up Money from the Agents of the 


ſaid Contractors or Remitters at Jamaica, and draw his i 
Bills upon me payable to them for the ſame. | Fre 
That upon a Repreſentation from Major General Vent. "5 
<vorth, Commander in Chief of the Forces upon the faid a 
Expedition, ſetting forth the Difcontent among the Troope, Pal 
occaſioned by their receiving no more than 120 J. Famaice 
Currency, for every 100 /. Sterling ; your Lordſhips were 
pleaſed, by Minute of the 5th of June, 1741, to make 2 Pa 


new Agreement with the ſaid Meſſieurs Burrell and Briſru, 


that the Money ſhould be furniſhed by them, at the Rate of 
8 125 


4 
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125 J. Jamaica Currency, for every 100 J. Sterling, and that An. 16. Geo.I1; 

the Troops ſhould be paid at the ſame Rate. 27. 
That my Deputy, upon his Arrival at Jamaica, did a- 

ply to Meflieurs Merewerher and Manning, Agents for tbe 

Contractors, who refuſed to ſupply the Money that might 

be wanted for the Service of the Expedition, at 120 J. Ja- 

naica Currency, for 1007. Sterling; and that the ſaid Con- 

nactors did upon notice thereof, in the Room of Meſſieurs 

Merewether and Manning, appoint Mr John Gray, their 

Agent, who made an immediate Offer of all Sams as were 

or ſhould be wanting for His Majeſty's Service; but, pre- 

nous thereto, my Deputy, apprehending a Combination was 

enter d into, among ſome monied Men of the Ifland, to 

prevent his getting. any more than 110 l. Famaica Cur- 

rency, for 100 J. Sterling, found himſelf under a Neceſſity 

of making uſe of the Credit and Power given him by his 

laſtructions, to draw Bills upon me, as Pay-maſter-General, 

it the beſt Rate of Exchange that he could obtain; and 

hath actually drawn Bills upon me to the Amount of 29,216 J. ; 

. 3 d. at 130, 135, and ſome at 140 J. Famaica Cur- 

rency, for 100 J. Sterling, and makes no doubt but he ſhall 

de able to draw for all Monies that ſhall be wanted for the 

Service of the Troops, for the future, at 140 J. Jamaica 

Currency, for every 100 J. Sterling; which is confirmed by 

lrigadier- General Gui/e, as his Opinion alſo, in a Letter of 


» 8 =YSE RF. 


TE 


tz. 
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ar the 4th of September, a Copy whereof is hereunto annexed. 
w_ That he hath kept a diſtin Account of the Profit of 
the Difference between the Rate, at which the Troops have 
hich been paid, and the Rate at which his ſeveral Bills have been 
ith dawn according to his Inſtructions; but that the ſaid Re- 
42 nitters have been furniſhed with Money from my Office, to 
* tke up, and diſcharge the Bills ſo drawn by my Deputy 
Pl won me; they concluding, that by Virtue of their Con- 
Kad taft with your Lordſhips, they have a Right to the ſaid 
17 profits or Difference, and expect that the e ſhould be 
carried to their Account, and paid over into the Hands of 
pri their Agents at Jamaica. 
bis therefore humbly pray your Lordſhips Orders and Di- 
e rftions, whether the ſaid Profit, or Differences, ariſing by 
11 Exchanges, ſhall be accounted for and paid to the Agents of 
wy the ſaid Contractors, or reſerved in the Hands of my De- 
17 puty, for the Uſe and Benefit of the Publick. 
vet Which is humbly ſubmitted to your Lordſhips. 
* Pa; Office, Horſe Guardi, | | 
* I5ta Dec. 1741. | H. PeLnav. 
"y 12 Brigadier 
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een Brigadier GUISE to Mr PE HA 


1742. 


Meffieurs Burrell 
and Briſtow s 

Repreſentation Majeſty's Forces, dated the 15th of December laſt, 
to the Treafury à State of the Tranſactions at Jamaica. 


_ Friating to their change, and Pay of the Troops there, and referring to . 


J 2 : _ * 
a . 0 o 7 9 * 


ade: old N 
Kingflon, Jamaica, Sept. ich 1741. 

FF # © 2 enn 
bagena, I arrived in this 


Fter the Expedition of Car: 
Place, and had a violent Fit of Sickneſs, that I was 
in a Condition to ſerve in the Expedition in the Iſland 
I find that Mr Colebrooke can have Money e. 
nough at 140 Currency, at 60 Days Sight. | 

e have had great Number of Officers ſick here, and 
tis incredible the Expence they have been at ; and they flat- 
ter themſelves, that fince Money can be had at ſo eaſy a 
Rate, they may reap the Benefit of it. I am, with 


Reſpect, | 


STR, | 
N Tour moft humble Servant, 
J. Gui. 
Nuns. VIII. 


it pleaſe your Lordbips, | 
having received, by Order of your Lardſhips, 2 
Copy of a Memorial from the Pay maſter-General of bis 


laſt, containing 
relating to the Ex- 


veral Letters from his Deputy in that Iſland, dated the if, 
7th, and 12th of September laſt ; alſo a Letter from Briga- 
dier General Guiſe, dated the 4th of September, to all which 
your Lordſhips are pleaſed to require our Anſwer; in Obedi- 
ence thereto, we beg Leave to lay before you, in che iin 
Inſtance, the Reaſons upon which our Contract was founded 
in its original Price of 120, and Augmentation afterwards 
to 125. The Rule for fixing any Price of Exchange could 
only found by the Probability of the Rate at which 
Money might be raiſed in Jamaica; and in order to attain 
that Knowledge, we endeavoured to procure Bills here on 
amaica, but could not ſucceed even at 120 /. It is well 
nown the Iſland of Jamaica has no Species of its own, but 
is ſupplied chiefly, if not entirely, by what it draws from 
the Spaniſh Meß. Indies for Balance of Trade, and of this a 
very ſmall Quantity does or can remain in the Iſland; for 
this Reaſon, becauſe Silver, in which that Balance is paid, 
bears a higher Price in Erg/axd, in Proportion to the Ex. 
change, than it does at Janaica; and the Currency — 


F 
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2 


* 
med to be 125 J. for every 100 J. Sterl. but as the Ex 
any two Places depends upon many Conti 


tween Ungencies 
— vl Incidents, no fixt Price or Courſe can be aſcertained, but 
and e at one Place or the other, 
| Woot cternally The nge might be at 125 or 
; Ader, whilſt the of Famaica retnained on the 


ſwting with regard to Eag/and, which it had been for ma- 
y Tears; but the Moment England was obliged to pay fo 
a Sum in Famaice, for Subſiſtence of the T * 
maſt alter, as it did with regard to Colonel B , 
ibo, before the Arrival of the Forces under General Vent - 
17th, could, with Difficulty, raiſe a ſmall Sum for Subſiſ- 
ce of the American Regiment at 120 ; and had not this 
nevitable Conſequence been foreſeen by us, and the Money 
ir the Whole to have been raiſed upon the Iſland, no Man 
a ſay at what Rate the Perſons in Poſſeſſion of the Cur- 
racy would have given it, or what Price the Exchange 
wald have fallen to; but if a Judgment may be formed 
um the above Inſtance, it muſt have been greatly under 
120, The Pay of an Independent Company cannot bear a 
Puallel with the preſent Caſe, as there is no Proportion in 
de Sums to be raiſed. Upon theſe Confiderations it became 

ncumbent on us, for the publick Serviee, as well as for our 
own Safety, to remove the > Difficulties, which attended the 
nüng the Money there. And the only Expedient left to 
woid the Impoſition of the Perſons, who were in Poſſeſſion 
« the Currency, was to provide a new one, in ſome Mea- 
of them. This we did, by ſending out, 
x our own Riſque and Charge, the proper Funds for that 
And your Lordſhips were pleaſed to direct the 
ment of a Sum of Money to us, upon our furniſhing the 
maſter-General our Bills at Jamaica for the Amount; 
rich was accordingly done, and the Bills punctually diſ- 
charged. The Recerpe of this Money at Jamaica had the 
leüred Effect, as it broke a Combination, which was aRoal- 
entered into, to lower the Exchange and diſtreſs the Ser- 
nce, and by which Monies were ſoon raiſed by Draughts 
m thence at W oe ORE IT 
10 to 12 

had 6s this dd was the ſole Cauſe of fu the 
ichange in the Beginning, ſo to that, together with what has 
en ſince ſent out, and the great Reduction of the Pay 


tom the fatal Mortality a the Troops, muſt be attri- 
ed the further Riſe of the Rackenge to 135, and 2 


* 


1271 


NET. 


* 
a 
8 


EA TEA 5 


. K 


LF 


- 0 | 4 8 - 
TTL PF FCS * 3 


[? 
by 
4 
* 
. 


86 4Þ Þ EXD IX wth Fes 


An.16.Geo. 11. And we beg Leave to remark, * 285 

2742 by us miſcarried, the Exchange mut * 

e arbitrary Will of the Perſons p e 

of the Iſland. 4 " 
- Meſhieurs Fan and Mz t G 
our Agents at Jamaica, did refuſe to 3 ply with a De 
mand made on them by Mr e ſor Fd immedia 
Payment of a Sum of Money, tt alſo what might be fu 
ther wanted for the Service of the Expedition, at 120; ar 
the Reaſon alledged for this Refyſal, was, Mr Calebrooke's 


Nn 


8 


HRA 2 


\ | ſolute Denial of their Requeſt to be informed what Part « 
| the Money brought out by the Deputi had been if 13 
| © what Sums were then wanted, and what Sums would bb 11 
! ceſſary from Time to Time. to be raiſed for carrying oi 
i the Service. This Denial of Mr Co/ebrooke, and his perempf . 
tory Demand without Limitation, we conceive muſt ha 
been calculated to deter our Agents from the Execution oil» 1 
our Orders, and he thereby get the Tranſaction ol U 
whole Affair into his own Hands. be [ 
As ſoon as we received Notice of what had happened b te 
tween the Deputies and Meſſieurs Merewether and (altb 
we made an Alteration in our Agency, acquainting youll i: 
Lordſhips therewith, and in the Room of the former er 
pointed Mr John Gray our Agent, who made an immediat Mol 
Offer of all ſuch Sums as were or ſhould be wanting 4. *F 
_ Majeſty's Service, at 125, agreeable to a new Engapet 
we had entered into with your Lordſhips. Guin 
As Mr Colebrooke could no longer pretend Refuſal on i "= 
Part of our Agents, of the Payment of any Sum of Mar dm 
which he ſhould require, he pleads the want of Orders, and 
that our Contract was at an End, notwithſtandi > Th 
was given him of the new one made with yo io /. 
ſhips at 125, and under theſe Pretences he refuſed Nec cer Dec 
of the Offer made him by our Agent, and continues to da 
himſelf on the Paymaſter-General. 1. 
The Aſſurance that Mr Colebrooke gives to che Pay maſt | 
General, that the Exchange muſt be kept up at 140, appe: | 
to us moſt extraordinary, as we think nothing in Natur ; 
can be more precarious or uncertain than the Courſe of tl * 
Exchange. | 
The Computations made by Mr Colebrooke in his Lett 100 
of the iſt of September are erroneous in Part, and extreme! 
fallacious in the whole. Piſtoles, inſtead of the Price whic The 
he mentions of 16 5. 8 4. are not to be bought under 17 57 
2 4. and Moidores of 27 5s. not to be found for. any = oh 
Som, the Non-Coinage of this Particular Specie for man den 
Years having render'd it very ſcarce. The Addition of 5 0 


5 
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y Cent. to 2292 plated CEA and Na 8 Geo. II. 
um Jamaica to on, is directly contrary to 1742. 
phat 2 to be. It is à neceſſary Charge upon the — 
emitter, who ſends it from hence, and at whoſe Expence' ' 
;got thither, and by which Means alone the Exc 
jars any Price at all. His Computation'on Silver is y 
moneous ; the Price which he mentions to be 5 5: 69. in 
f/and, has been, fince the Commencement of the War 
jth 5pain, and will probably remain ſo during the Conti- 
wnce of it, from 5s. 7 d. to 55. 74d. for Pieces of 
lhe, and ſo in Proportion for ſmall-Pieces; which upon 
Medium of 75. 3 d. and 75. 2 d. 2—— Currency, 
ums an Exchange of about 128 4 per Cent. 
Mr Colebrooke, to complete the whole, ventures, in his 
letter September 7, to write to the Pay-maſter Genera], that 
y his Succeſs, his Majeſty's Troops had been ſupplied 20 
» 30 per Cent. better or cheaper than they would have 
ken by our Agents. In order to give your Lordſhips all 
t Light in our Power, we beg leave to lay before you 
te real State of the following Species mentioned in Mr 
(ubrooke's Letter, in reſpect to their Price here, their Va- 
in Jamaica, and what the Produce is to the Remitter, 
ter Deduction of the Charges they paid for the ſame, viz. 


Holes at 17 s. 2 d. each Sterl. paſs in Jamaica at 1. 35. 

4 is for 100 J. Sterl. 108 4 
Jamaica Currency. 

baneas at 1 I. 15. Ditto. 1/. $5. 9d. 13652 

Noedas at 1 7 Ditto. f: 0. 1434 

forts 3 36 Ditto. 2. © 1384 


The Medium of the above Species produce for every 
50 J. Sterling Jamaica Currency about 1394 
Deduct there out the following Charges paid by us on 
lenittances to Jamaica: 

L. 1 per Cent. Shipping and other Charges in England. 
2; per Cent. Inſurance. | 
per Cent. Freight to Jamaica. 

3 oor Cent. Commiſſion » we pay in Jamaica. 


1.71 7er Cent. — on 1 3910 the above Medium 
bt — —_ 10 4 


The Price contracted for now being 100 J. Sterling 12 
j Jamaica, deduct the ſaid 125 


Then their remains a Profit, Jamaica Currency the Sum 
*:/. on 139 4 not quite 3 per Cent. which we preſume 
" rot be thought by your Lordſhips unreaſonable, con- 
fidering 
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1742. 


F * * 


the before - mentioned Combination taken Effect, and t 


humbly ſubmit it to your Lordſhips, that we are in Equi 


Mr Daniel's Let- I Ncloſed is the Affidavit as deſired. I ſhould be glad 


ter relating to 
the Corporation 
of Colcheſter, 
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ſidering the Truſt we are obliged to put in Agents, at ü 
Diſtance, and the great Hazard that attends all 'Tranſagi 
ons in thoſe Parts ; to which we muſt again x | 
as the Riſe of the Exchange enti 
Money ſent only by us, had 
muſt have felt the Inconveniency | 
the Subſiſtance of the Troops, | 
Mercy of thoſe Perſons, who were engaged 
tion to make their Advantage of it, and 
made, no way equal to what we muſt in 
ſuffered. And this leads us to take 


will give Orders, and Directions, for diſpa | | 
for Difference by Exchange, on the Bills drawn upon bit 
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THE HISTORY and PROCEED: 


INGS of the Houſe of LORDS. 
From the RzsToRtATION in 1660, to the Diſſolutiom of the 
Loan] 40 * 

4, Contalr * „ =" 3 
1 Orcs, d | 
Reſolutions 3; together with all the PxoTzsTs n 
and the Numbers Pro and Con upon each Diviſion. 
With an Account of the Promotions, Removals and Reſignatiom 
of the ſeveral Peers, and the State of the Peerage in every Reign. 


Connected with the Tranſactions of the Commons, and Hiſtoty of 
Obſervations. 


Together with the Dabutes inthe Pleas of Scotland rang 
the Union. + 


To each VOLUME: is ed an INDEX of .the-| Ndines of 
the ſeveral Sr EAT EAS, and alſo of the Lords PxoTzSTORS, 


References to each reſpective PxoTzEsST. 
Printed for Exznzzzz TIUI EIL AND, in Ship-Yard, Temple- 
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As l is at itt Time a'large Bud of 
Britiſh Forces in Flanders, and Embar- 
kations thither ſtill, continued; we 


ſume the fo Account of- "the 7 — 


Monies. veted by Parliament during the 
Courſe of Queen Anne's _— yup 1702 
to 1712, will be accept ab 


The ſeveral ears Proviſions are — from the 
printed Votes, "except in one Imflance in the Year 1710, 
where thoſe Prints were erroneous, as appears by Com- 
paring the Fournals, in the Caſe of 20,200 l. 

H voted for Augmentation Troops in 
Flanders. 


| Z. 
e 1702. 3,000,000 
Anno 1703. 


ry 40,000 Men for Sea Service — nes 


For the Ordinary of the Navy —— 129,314 
For 40,000 Land Forces — 823.826 
Ordnance ſor Land Service — 70973 
dobſidies to the Allies | — e 


for 10,000 additional Forces 178,180 


For Guards and Garriſons — — 350, ooo 


bf 3.694.136 

„ Anno 1704- — 

For 40,000 Men for Sea Service ———— 2,080,000 

The Ordinary of the Navy not provided for 

forty Thouland Land Forces | > —— 884,072 

Ten Thouſand additional Forces 178,180 
Vor. XII. 9 Subſidies 


. 


For 40,000 Men for SeaSorvice — —_— 
For the Ordinary of the Navy — 100 o 
For Ordnance Stores for Sea · Serviſee— 49,000 
For buildivg a Wharf and Storchauſe at Per 110,000 


For 40,000 Land-Farces | women 693 


For 10,000 Additional Force: 177511 
For 10,000 Men to ferve in Portugal  — "222,379 
Subfidies to the Allies | 1 ie 3 


Subſidy to the Duke of Savoy 
Recruidin Horſes loſt at Schell 


od 3 — 2 

Diteo for u Troops in Fg Pay 
For an additional on the Portege! F | $ 147 
For Surgeons for the oſpital in Portugal 244 
5 — in Ta "REC of Your — "BI 
E aer * 8. 
or g ooo augmentin — 11,54 
Dire their Pay | — e 3 $7,125 
For Guards and Gatriſons.!ůüũ“.U e 
For circulating Exchequer Bills — ſ 4,000 
| 4.670, 86 

Anno 1506. . 


For 40,000 Seamen — — 
For Ordinary of the Narỹ— 
For Guards and Garriflas = '/ 
For 40,000 Land-Forces. — 


Far Wharf and Storehouſe at Portſmouth - 
Four Ordnance for the Land- Serviee 
For Tranſport Serviſe— — 
For eirculating Exchequer Bills —_ — 
For Subſidies to the Allies - - — 
For Ordnance Stores for 8 dem Ships for 3 18,238 
loſt in the great Storm ; 
For 10,210 Men to act in Portugal 
For 5,000 more in Catalonia =» 7 
For Subſidies to the Allies — — . 
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> During Rio Agnes Wit, * 
For Bounty Money to the Tops. that rah 65,000 | 
500 For additional Charge of the Hanover Troops « due A. 
362 Fer Cie Olean go ncies in a 17¹5 31 
200 ; For Levy Mos for Hories e90 Tak Compynn ” ig,6 77 

| or to O 15,2 

80 For the 9 Proportion 8 . 

"i W 250,000 
200 \ es 8 2 | 5.075.757 
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For * Men for the Sea-Service —— 2, 080, ob 
For Ordinary of the Navy .  ——, . 120,000 
For Guards add Garriſonngnmĩt?;uͤ 357,000 


For 40,000 Men for Land-Service 3s 
For 10 SIS 5 
3000 Palatine  ——— — 21,762 
For Intereff Debentures — 49,000 
For Wharf and Storehouſe at Portſmouth —— 10,000 
135 For Ordnance for Land- Service 120, 00 
for Tranſport · Service — — 1 44,000 
For circulating ' Exchequer Bills — 33,500 

The Queey's Proportion of Subſidies to the King 

of Denmark —— 37,500 
of 13,000 Men in Portugal Seryice . 1 o, o 
of Subfidies to the Duke of Sev ,000 
of 8,000 Men ſent to the B. of . bs 


Subſidies to the Landgr. of H Cadet 5.952 

to the EleQtor of Triers — 5.952 

to the EleQtor Palatine —— 4,761 
For 20,562 Men to ſerve in Spain and Portugal 445,350 
For 8,833 additional Forces for the ſame Service 186,296 
To the Duke of Savoy, expended in Defence of Tarin 50,000 
Loan to the Emperor laſt Year =— 47 350 
Levy, Ce. of the Forces under che Earl Rivers 3. 
Pay of General Officers in Port wal. —— 3014 
The Queen's Proportion 242 palatines laſt Year 26,692 
Agio Bread and Forage for the Praſſiens — 37,012. 
Duto laſt Year — 19,755 


Lery Money for Horſes killed i in Nlander: - 7. A073 

For Horſes + 2 Engliſh, Dani and Haneverian, . 
1705 Pars 30,701 

Proſecuting King Charks's Succefles i * ow — 150,000 


Garriſon at Gibraltar — 33.520 
Additional Subſidies to Heſſe c | 72 5 20, oo 
kipences on the Hai an Troops laſt Year — 11,750 


q 2 5.540, 167 
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Ordinary of the Navy = En 
Forty Thouſand Land Forces — 
Ten Thouſand additional TOPS — : 1 1 


hep 
The * tign of 3000 Palatines bf 
by * hos” : 2 Saxony — = 
| BY. thinay's Regiment n 
The Forces i in Spain ind Þ Portugal — forc 
Subſidies to the Allies of — 5 a K 
Augmenting the Duke Sevoy's — $00,000 
Goards and Garrilons . — «i 1,734 ſran 
Extraordinary Subſidies to the Duke of gave „ etz 100,000 duct 
Heart employ'd in 1 — 
. ̃—— 
Intereſt of Deben ture — „86 
Wharf and Storehouſe at Port/mouth —  - 10,0 Fr | 
Circulating Exchequer Bills . man Ordi 
Tranſport-Service — IIe fort) 
Ordnance for Land- Service — Prop 
A Debt to Capt. Roche — 
Anno 1709. Ten 
For 40,000 Men for Sea- Service Gaar 
Ordinary of the Navy — — ' 120,000 0 
Forty Thouſand Land- Forces — gory hater 
Proportion of 3,000 Palatine: — —— = 34451 bla 
of 4,639 Ca — — 43% ferce 
of Bothmar's Regiment — 9 For | 
Augmentation Troops in Flanders —_.. 220,000 
Extraordinary Charges in War _ 310,745 
Sabfidies to the Allies — — , F,4 
Guards and Garrifons ' — — 549235 
Ordnance for Land- Service — — _ 180,000 For | 
| Intereſt of Debentures —— — 9 ¹⁰ Odi 
Circulating Exchequer Bills — 36300 Reco 
Forces in Spain and Portugal — 1,081,003 — 
— — 
Tranſport Service | -  _ 144,000 * 
6,457,830 For | 
| [hind 1710. — Force 
For Forty Thoufand Men for Sea -Service — 2,080,000 ws 
Ordinary of the Navy 120,000 w 


Forty Thouſand Land- Forces — 


1,992 
** Tea 


banner dener. 
doportion © 3,000 ier | 
of 4,000 5 r 2 | 

of Bethmar's egiment — 9 
roops in Flanders Long 
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whhdies to the Allies — — 
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Gards and Garriſouns— Te — * 
mop for the Land- Service Nea 
Spain and Portagal = — 
Expences in the War —— 
ktereſt of Debentures — 


ſunſport Service 5 — — — 
Gelating Bachoquer Bll... —> -4 "_- 
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Anno 1711. 


Ten Thoaſand additional Forces ß 
Guards and Garriſons — — 
(rdnance for Lapd Service e 
tereſt of Debentures — — 
Tnnſport Servies _ ð· 
kblidies to the aue * — 
forces in Spain and Portug — 

for N 45,000 /. per Au to 1714, 


for N R — 

Arno 1712. | — — 
for Forty Thouſand Men for ee 2,080,000 
Ordinary of the Navy 180,000 
lecoinage for Scotland, and 8 e 4,615 
Ixereſt on South-Sea tc -: 535˙332 
Forty Thouſand Land- Force — — 836,223 
* Thouſand additional — 2 — 177,511 
tor 15,178 Troops of Augmentation — 260, 993 


Forces in Spain to Lady dg — — 225,385 


litto the other three Quarters —— 250,000 
Forces in Portugal — — 196,452 
Grinance for Land-Serriese — 111,983 

| Fortifications 
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"Aire, The watt killings and Ness being s 
ted, a competent additional Sum muſt be allow'd 
for thoſe Fractions of a Pound. 5 
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| Total forthe Pe - paths 


dae has regent ber Troops 1 WE 129458 
daa for Game — — 42000 


tains for the Field — — 87458 
Lab ar Trp = 72497 


Total for the Field 159655 


b bn —— * 58305 


þ that Exgland has furniſh'd more ore than her Pro- 


— r ak _ . 72197 

lubo' Holland ng in Propartion ought | to 

have farniſh'd for the 7243 108295 
chat Holland has forniſh'd leſs than their Pro- | 

—— —— 837 
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| Remains as aboye 87458 
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, they muſt neceſſarily take up a 
of Men than the firſt 42000, which 

ces the Number for the Field, and 
ond Snid'd by Zeplend mare. then 
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In 1711, 9 Battalions, 12 Squadrons in Exgiib Pay 9013 
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"And the Deficiency of Troops by Hollaxd more + [ 
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* 4 State of the wr Ne. 2703 and 1704. 
Bs > Yi." 115 i Al 
Eleven Bacalions, cight Squadrons n— 6 Io 
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e of one third T 
till the Battle of Almazze, but fince that they have + 
not ſent one Man to Portugal, whereas 2 h 


Ws. * 5 9405 
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In all 21025 


IX 


_ >. Datch. ue 
Dean 
to bring into the Field 12900 Foot and 3000 * ; 4 


Account. 

And, in Canfideration of a Subfidy of a Million of ] 
coons a Year, (whereof the Queen to pay two Think, a 
the States one Third) that King was to 13000 
more ; but the whole Body of his ab. 
amounted to the leaft of thoſe Numbers. 


A State of the War with Spain. * 


Englif6 Forces in 1705 and 1706 1373 
In 1708, Forelgn Troops in Fay —_— 16 00 


Total, 44 34 Squadrons \ — 34031 
In 1709 Foreign Troops — — 11084 


Total 51 Battalions, 36 Squadrons © — 45115 
In 1710, 5 Battalions more — 3845 


Total, 65 Battalions, 48 Squadrons — 357971 
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þ 1710 the Durch promis d 0 ſend 4 Battalions, but never 


The States in 2238 * 
14 Squadrons in ai. — 
keen. 


hn Account of Subfidies rr 
to the_reſpefive Treaties, from 
War in the Tears 1701, ee, 1704, 1705, vs : 
1707, 1708, 1710 1711, amounting - 228 , 
whole to 25,2 70,657. "Ore p 


At the Beginning of the the War, the Subfidies were to be 
paid between England and Holland by equal Portions. 


the . | . 
But by « Wal we 15,790,361 
And by Holland ———— 9.480.296 
| Makin together 25,270,657 


So that E more 
than Saler 


3,155,324 


the War, paid more than in Pro- 
7 3 


8 EA SERVICE. 

By the Treaties between the Crown of Great Britais and 
the States General, their Proportion of Ships of the Line of 
lattle, to act in Conjunction with thoſe of this Kingdom, 
in the Channel, and in and about the Mediterrexear, ought 
to be three to five, 

And as to the Number of Ships of the Line of Bactle, 
which the States General have each Year, during this War, 
pined to her Majeſty, on the aforementioned Services, the 
ane will appear, hy the following Account, which hath been 
. 


vill bear, vix. 
In the Year 1702. 


Her Majeſty had Ships cxoployed in the Channel aod 
Vor. XIII. we - Sound- 


35,3284 - 
1 amounts to { 0 15,790,361 
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There were 74 pe SIE 
which ſhould have P 


Serenty-ping Ships of N 
but 20 Dutch, EF x 


Seventy- eight Ships of her . were eue and 
% nn inſtead of 46. 
car 1707. 
vec of he ee we employ, td 
27 of the S. inflges of 8. 
4 fn, gr thee: a, 4 * 
nine af the Queen's N 
e inſtead of 43. 
In the Year 1709. . 


Sixty-ſeven of the $ men and bat 
11 of the States, prope 7 


In the Year 1710. 
Sixty-two of the Queen's Sie were emply'd db 
i5 of the States, inſtead of 37. 
In the Year 1711. 
Fifty-nine of the Gees Stet der es nend ts th Me 
diterrancan, and were join'd by no more than 12 of the 
States, inſtead of 35, and not ſo much as one Ship allow'd 
by the r thoſe of her Majeſty's &- 


* * 33 * 0 
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gaink the Enemies Ships, at ird, and in the Channel 
; S. Brac 
— 21 Jan. 1702. W. Das. 
* n of their Lordhbips, J. Wiens. by 


J. BuzcuegTrT. GO. CLank 


* B. The Queen fitted out, n 713 is 
of the Line. 
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En ard that ; is more expenſive thay” 
* 125 V ralfin che a- Number of Men e Ti: 
. Officers, we d give our *Eneinies any {if 


Intereſt rather than the Debt. Weak Minds are 


— de cut off, a Garriſon forced, Ex. 
ene, rendered fruitleſs, or the War protraQted but A few 
nchs, where will be the Advantage of this admired" Fru- 
gality ? What would be the Conſequence, but the fame of a 
rExpence, not to gain Advantages, but to repait Loſſes 
and obvlate the Effects of our former Parſimotiy ? 7? 
In private Life, Sir, it — — — 0 
themſelves.in Expence anly by avoiding 
at greater Charges than ads Ges 1 by bal and W yam 


the Mention of extraordinary Efforts, and dec fl Ut 
though Securicy and future Affluener ker bl purchaſ- 
ed by them ; as tender Bodies ſhrink from ſevere | 
r they are the certain Methods of reftoring' 
3 The Effects of this Timidity are the ane fk 
rein p impaired inſenſibly, and the Body! 
egrees, till no Remedy tan be applied. 
NR les, Sir, are frequent, and the Folly OY 
ting them is therſork ater, — who' Ee Den 
Track by which he has feen others led to Nor 
need we ſearch for. remote Tllatrariobe to Arey the deftroc- « 
tive Tendency of unſeaſonabte Tenderneſs for the Publick 
for T _ the 8 of the Wars of Kin mw 
will prove,'t t hat too Cloſe an ttention to Parfimony Ee 
ſiſtent with, s great Atchievements. VEG 
It ma 1. 85 pecded that I Who cannot cla m at 
in this Dada . from thy own Experience, ſh | 
ſome decifive Evidence in — of the Method which T have 
taken upon me to deſend; this Expectation 1 ſhall endeavour 
to fatltty by alledging ths: Authority of the gteateſt vue. 


thoſe Soeteſs is abet Proof of che Soatdneſs of 


” 11 7 11 $01 4 1% A 


__ / 
that the whole Force bro the French ed in 
the Number of the Officers, and that — ant +00 
them in the Field, it was neceſſary to form. our Troops nearly 
pon the ſame Plan ; to this Scheme he conformed in his Prac- 
ice of War, and how much eee 
„ 

« As I pretend not to determined myſelf on this Queſ- 
ton, otherwiſe than by: Authority, and as: I know not any 
Authority equal to that of the Duke of Mariborough, I can- 
not —— the wands. pops by my Country, 

than by propoſing, that on this Occaſion we 
ges w grun: to his Majeſty the Sum calculated for rig | 
the new Regiments, as I believe that Method of A 
ation moſt likely to produce Succeſs in our Undertaki 


dannn ſpeedy Conclufipa:of the War. 
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Houſe, and have fo often attended to the El 
Right Honourable Gentleman, that I am never ſtartled: at 
— — Jean now hear with 
d- wry — of Place- 


— 
to Hiſtory, nor with Culculations drawn up without Regard 
o the Rules of Arithmetick ; I know that there are Perſons 
in this CE —— themſelves obliged to ſpeak even 
vben in their o pi — — arent mr panes | 
or with — come hi uſt the 
Shame of Confutation, and determined not to N 
To reaſon witli ſuch Men, Sir, is indeed no pleaſing 
Taſk, it is to fight with enchanted Heroes upon whom the 
common Weapons of Argument have vo Effet, and who muſt 
why ds vr 493, 1s | 
with any Proſpect of Succeſs. 
© There are ſome, however, of whom I am willing 
lere that they diſpote only for Truth, and enquire with the 
View of attaining a Solution of their Doubts. For the ſake 
of theſe, Sir, I think it neceflary to declare my Sentinients, 
In nnr 
t 


Hiri 


u Parry ſpoke next 0 u. aut 6. 1 Mr, Pulteney 


entirely to the preſent Quel. 

_ but lay before the Houſe my Thoughts upon ſome Parts 
f the Eſtabliſhment, which may perhaps —— a Reform, 
i ö i . gh 


ago, Sir, declared, what therefore it is ſearcely 
of any Uſe to repeat, that I know not any Advantage to be 

from a Standing Army, nor can diſcover why the 
ableſt and moſt vi of the Inhabitants of this Kingdom 
ſhould be ſeduced from the Loom, the Anvil, and the Plough, 
only to live at eaſe upon the Labour of Induſtry, only to in- 
ſalt their Landlords, and rob the Farmers. I never could 
find why any Body of Men ſhould be exempt from the on- 
mon Labour of focial Duties, or why they ſhould be ſapported 
by a Community, who contribute neither to its Honoar nor 


I doubt not, Sir, but I ſhall hear on this Occaſion of the 
Service of our Troops in the Suppreſſion of Riots 3 we ſhall 
be told, by the next pompous Orator who ſhall riſe up in 
Defence of the Army, that they bave often diſperſed the 
Smugglers, that the Colliers have been driven down- by the 
Terror of their Appearance to their ſubterraneous Fortiſca- 
tions, „ß;ĩ?7'7ͤ„!‚ 

and Oppreſſion excited, fled at their Approach, that they 
gens, — ed the Price of Batter, 
and fometimes, in the utmoſt Exertion of heroic Fury, broken 
thoſe Eggs which they were not ſuffered to at their 


own Terms. 0 27 
© Some one of more Penetration, may inforry us of 


the Uſe which has been made of them at EleRtions, whet? 


the ſurly Burgeſſes have been ſometimes blind to the Merit of 
thoſe worthy Gentlemen, whom the Soldiers have knowd bow 
to Efteem according to their Deſert ; nor indeed do I fee how 
thoſe can refuſe their Votes in Favour of our T who 
are indebted for the Power of giving them, to their kind la- 
tion. 

To theſe Arguments, Sir, I ſhall content myſelf with 

anſwering, that thoſe, who are verſed in the 1 
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many Pear before > Standing 


ahm nd that it is, nevertheleſs, no where recorded that any 
other Lings were depoſed by thoſe formidable Bodies of ben, or 
teadi- 
nion 
para- 
— Arm is eons 
arts y we 
orm, "Mfandivg the 3 i 
ugh ef the Weavers. 
inion «* Bat I muſt own, Sir, See e e ende for 
| there is fomewhere, yet in Exiſtence, a Perſon that lays Claim 
rcely o the Dominion of theſe Kingdoms, and pleads an beredi- 
o be «bt bom, ere 
the . 
If any Foreigner, Sir, unacquainted with our Affairs, were 


2 


to be at preſent at our Debates, and hear with what Ardour 
ve animate each other to an obſtinate Refiſtance of this Pre- 
tender to the Throne, how often he is age» gen] Pn 
nz over us, and how often we have caught a general Panic, 
and imagin'd ourſelves upon the Verge of Deſtruction, how 
often our moſt zealous Patriots take Opportunities of declar- 
ng their Reſolation to die in the Defence of their Liberties, 
ind how pathetically our moſt elegant Declaimers have ex- 
C 
tould leave — T_ under the Oppreſſion of abſo- 
kte Power, what be his Opinion of this Pretender, 
vhom he ſaw fo perpetually dreaded, againft whom ſo many 
Alliances were formed, ſo many Armies were levied, and fo 
many Navies equipped? 

Would be not believe him to be ſome formidable Tyrant 
n a Neigh Country, the Lord of wide Dominions, 
xd the of numerous Armies and powerful Fleets ? 
Would he not imagine that he could afſemble half the Con- 
ident at his Call, that he was ſupported by powerful Al- 
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s of lances, and that nothing but a fair Wind was required to 
here lad him on our Coaſts at the Head of Millions? And would 
it of le not, even on that Suppoſition, be inclin'd to cenſure us as 
ow timezous, as ſomewhat regardleſs of the Honour of our Na- 
how tion, and condemn us for giving Way to ſuch Suſpicions 
ho ad Exclamations as have a natural Tendency to heighten the 
In- 3 of Danger, and depreſs the Spirits of the 
cople ? 
rich I But what would be his Concluſion, Sir, when be ſhould 
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de told, what in reality is true, that this dreadful Pretender is 
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that he i; 


4 


has dei 
watched by 
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Britih Spies; and that the few. Friends rem 

ſupport the Farce of a Court, are ſuch only as dare not return 
to their Native Country, and are therefore without Fortune, 
and without Dependants ? , _ | iN 
What could a wiſe Man conceive of a Natian held in 
continual Alarms by an Enemy like this ; of a Nation al. 
ways watchful againſt an Invaſion from a Man who has bei- 
ther Dominions to ſupply, nor Money to hire, à fingle Re- 
ment ; from a Man whoſe Title all the neighbouring 
Princes diſown, and who is at ſuch a Diſtance from them, 
that he cannot be aſſiſted by them without open Preparations, 


of which we cannot fail of having Intelligence, and which tion 
may be defeated, ae Dinars, by the Veflels regularly 
ſtation'd on our Coaſts ? 1 rf wit] 

Would not any Stranger imagine, Sir, that we were 2 nac 
Nation infected with a general Frenzy, that Cowardice had WW the 
perverted our Imaginations, filled us with Apprehenfions of , 
impoſſible Invaſions, raiſed Phantoms before our Eyes, and Dec 
diſtratted us with wild Ideas of Slavery and Tyranny, Oppreſi - cha 
on and Perſecution ? „ whc 

© I have dwelt thus long on this Point, becauſe I know the WW ind 
Pretender is the laſt Refuge of thoſe who defend a Standing WW Pra 
Army; not that I propoſe to convince any Man of the Folly WW Co. 
of ſuch Apprehenſions, or to fortify him againſt ſuch Terrors i 
for the Time to come; for if any Man, in reality, now dreads ef 
the Pretender, Fear muſt be his Diſtemper, he is doom d to Wl the 
live in Terrors, and it is of no Importance whether he dreads ue 
an Invaſion or a Goblin, whether he is afraid do diſband the WW : tr: 
Army, or to put out his Candle in the Night, his Imagination Ho: 
is _— and he muſt be cured, not by Argument, but by WW our 
Phyſick. | urpe 

* the greateſt Part of thoſe who diſturb our Conſultati- WW dat 
ons with the Mention of the Pretender, are Men of a ven 
different Character, Men equally unconcerned about his De- ur 
figns, or his Motions, with thoſe who are moſt defirous of N E 
ſetting the Nation free from the Burthen of an Army, and our 
very often ſuch as we may diſcover, from their Conduct, to be pref 
determined to comply with every Government, and ſuch * ible 
have therefore nothing to fear from a Change of Maſters. l 

The Men for whoſe ſake I am now ſpeaking, Sir, langh N tat 
as much as I do at the Apprehenſions of thoſe whom they 4 

a contri 


„ ER Woe 
contribute to terrify ; they know too well the Impotence of 
the Pretender to dread an Invaſion from him, and affect only 
0 continue their Ougeries, that they may not be deprived of 
Topic, on which, by long Practice, they have attained an 
mcommon Facility of Haranguing, which they know how 
to diverſify with various Combinations of Circumſtances, and 
how to accommodate to any emergent Occaſion without the 
Pain of torturing their Inventions. | 

© It may be ofefol, Sir, to inform theſe Men, that their 
Diſguiſe ought at laſt to be thrown off, becauſe it deceives no 
longer, and that the Nation cannot be cheated, but at the Ex- 
rence of more Cunning than they are willing, or perhaps 
wle, to diſplay, A Maſk muſt neceſſarily be thrown aſide, 
gan of concealing, it diſcovers him by whom it 
; uſed. 

* Thoſe who are attempting, Sir, to deceive others, and 
whoſe Character is exalted, in their own Opinion, in propor- 
tion to the Succeſs of their Endeavours, have ſurely a Senſe 
of Shame, though they have none of Virtue ; and cannot 
vithout Pain, find their Artifices detected, and themſelves 
nade the Objects of Ridicule, by thoſe Stratagems which 
they employ for the Deception of others. 

* I hope, therefore, Sir, that, for their own Sakes, theſe 
Declaimers on the exploded Story of the Pretender, will 
change their Bugbear, that if it be neceſſary to frighten thoſe 
whom they want Art or Eloquence to perſuade, they will 
ind out ſome other Object of Terror, which, after a little 
practice in private Meetings, they may firſt produce in the 
Court, and then turn looſe in the Parliament. 

* The World, methinks, allows them a ſufficient Choice 
of Tyrants more formidable than the Pretender. Suppoſe 
they ſhould revive the Hiſtory of the Mohocks. The Mobocks 
ze a dreadful Race, not to be mentioned without Horror by 
z true Lover of his Country, and a ſteady Adherent to the 
Houſe of Hanover; they might then very eaſily encreaſe 
cur Army, or inhance our Taxes ; for who would not be 
uged by his Wife and Daughter to agree to any Meaſures 
tat might ſecure them from the Mohocks ? \ 

* But as an Army is at preſent likely to be kept up for 
vr Defence againit an Enemy leſs formidable, it may be more 
aſonable to propoſe the Regulation than the Diſmiſſion of 
car Troops, and to mention thoſe Evils which ariſe from the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, rather than thoſe which are inſepar- 
idle from the Expence of a ſtanding Force, 

If it be neceſſary, Sir, to ſupport Soldiers, I ſuppoſe 
lat it will not be denied by the Advocates for an Army, that 
ke ought to levy ſuch Troops as may be of uſe ; yet in their 
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March, or ſtand unactive in the Battle. 
Nor is much more Service to be expected, Sir, from their 
Riders than from the Horſes, for there are very ſew of them 


acquainted with the firſt Elements of their Profeſſion, or who 
and 
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have ever learned more than a few Poſtures of Exerciſe, 
the Meaning of a few Words of Command, but have a Num- 
ber of Officers with large Appointments. | 

The French Troops, Sir, if they are doubly officer'd, are 
officer'd and maintain'd at a leſs Expence, and to greater 
Effect; for the Soldiers are better inſtructed, and the fame 
Number of Men coſt not, perhaps, much more than half the the 
Charge of a Britif6 Regiment. 

The Guards, Sir, that are maintained about this Me- 
tropolis, for no other Purpole than to keep up the Splendor 
of a modern Court, coſt the Nation yearly tuch a Sum a 
would be ſufficient to ſupport an Army of Frenchmen, for 
the Protection of their Frontier Towns, or the Invaſion of 
neighbouring Countries. 8 

For my Part, I cannot fee what Injury would be done 
to the Nation by aboliſhing an Eſtabliſhment, at the fame 
Time both uſeleſs and expenſive, and employing that Money 
which is at preſent ſquandered upon Idlers without Effect, 
upon Levies of uſeful Soldiers for marching Regiments, who 
might be employed, when Occaſion ſhould require them, in 
the Service of - their Country. _ 

© It will doubtleſs be objected, that the Officers of this 
Body of Men, many of whom are Perſons of the higheſt 
Merit, and who have generally purchaſed their Commiſhons, 
might very juſtly complain of being deprived, without 2 
Crime, of that which they have bought at its full Vale, aud 
to which therefore they imagine themſelves intituled, till they 
ſhall forfeit their Right by ſome Offence againſt the Laws, or 
ſome Neglect of their Duty. ; 

I ſhall not, Sir, at preſent enquire into the Juſtice of this 
Plea, nor examine, whether he who purchaſes an Employ- 
ment, which he knows to be uſeleſs, and therefore burthen- 
ſome to the Public, deſerves, that the Public ſhould be ſolicitous 
to ſupport him in the Enjoyment of it: But I ſhall declare, 
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If theſe Gentlemen, Sir, might, in the Regiments that 
hould be raiſed by diſbanding the Guards, be advanc'd to 
higher Commiſſions, though with ſome Diminotion of their 
Pay, they would imagine themſelves abundantly compenſated 

the Happineſs of becoming uſeful Subjects, and ſerving 
that Nation by which they have been hitherto ſupported only 
to fill up the Pomp of Levees, and add to the Magnificence 
of Drawing Rooms, to loiter in Anti-Chambers, and to 
quarrel at Gaming-Tables. 

If this Scheme ſhould not be approved, the Method 
eligible, in the next Degree, ſeems to be, that of incorpora- 
ting our new Levies into the Regiments already raiſed, that 
being aſſociated with Men already acquainted with Diſcipline, 
they may learn their Duty much more expeditiouſly than in 
ſeparate Bodies, where one Officer will be obliged to at- 
tend to the Inſtruction of t Numbers, and where no 
Man will be excited ts Application, becauſe no Man will fe 
any Degree of Excellence, which he may be ambitious of 
attaining. | 

, [ have, indeed, heard no Reaſon alledged for the Neceſli- 
ty of new Levies, which appeared likely to convince even thoſe 
by whom it was produced. It a to me that our preſent 
Army is more than ſufficient for the ick Service without 
an Augmentation, and that ſome of our Regiments might 
immediately embark, not only without Danger to the Nation, 
bat with far greater Hopes of Succeſs, as our Enemies would 
have lefs Time to hen their Fortifications, and colle& 
their Troops, and as diſciplined Forces are more formi- 
dable than Troops newly levied ; for Diſcipline muſt be of 
great Efficacy to the Succeſs of military Undertakings, or all 
Arguments which have been uſed in the Defence of a Stand- 
ing Army fall to the Ground. 

In Anſwer to this Propoſal, we ſhall probably be once again 
ntimidated with an Invaſion, whether from the Pretender, 
the Spaniards, the French, or any other Power, it is of no 
great Importance. An Invaſion is a formidable Sound, the 
Seck of Towns, the Deſtruction of Villages, the Captivity of 
car Children, the Ruin of our Fortunes, and the Deſolation 
of our Country are frightful Images, and may therefore be 
acceſsfully produced, on this Occaſion, to perplex our 
Thoughts, and embarraſs " Enquiries. 1 
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without any other Force than the Regiments generally flat: 


136 ) 
To remove 9 this Panic, and to 
ever, the Phantoms of Invaſion, I will lay before the Banz 
the Opinion of the Great Commander whoſe Name has al. 
ready been introduced in this Debate. In the late Reign, on a 
Day when the great Officers of the Crown, and many of the 
Council, were at a publick Feaſt in the City, 'a Report waz 
ſuddenly ſpread, that the Duke of Ormond had landed in the 
Weſt with two thouſand Men. This Account was in. Appear- 
ance well atteſted, and univerſally believed; all Jollity was 
therefore at an End, the Company departed, the Council 
was ſummoned, and every Man offered ſuch Expedients ag 
his preſent Thou hts, confuſed and oppreſſed with the 
Proximity of the | nd ſuggeſted to him. One propoſed 
that a Body of Troops ſhould be ſent to a diftant Part of the 
Kingdom, to reſtrain the Seditions of the Populace; another 
apprehended more Danger from a different Quarter, and ad- 
viſed that the Inhabitants ſhould be awed by another Detach- 
ment ſent thither ; the moſt experienced eaſily ſaw the Un- 
profitableneſs of the Meaſures propoſed, but could not ſo &- 
ſily ſtrike out more efficacious Expedients, and therefore (at 
in great Perplexity. Lord Somers particularly ſhook his 
Head, and ſeemed to conſider the Kingdom as in the Hands 
of the Invaders, and the dreadful Pretender as ſeated on the 
Throne. 

At laſt the Duke of Marlborough, who had hitherto ſat 
filent, ask'd calmly, whether they were certain that any Forces 
were really landed ? and was anſwered, that though it might 
not be abſolutely certain, yet they were to conſult and ſend Or- 
ders upon that Supoſition. Then, ſays he, I will lay down 
this great Rule to be obſerved invariably, whenever you are in- 
vaded. Attend only to one Point, nor have any other Pur- 
poſe in view than that of deſtroying the regular Forces that 
ſnall be landed in the Kingdom, without any Regard to petty 
Inſurrections, which may be always eaſily quelled, and which 
will probably ceaſe of themſelves, when the Army, by which 
they were excited, is cut off, For this End let it be your 
Rule to keep your Army undivided, and to make no Motion 
but towards the Encmies, fight them with the utmoit Expe- 
dition, before they can fortify themſelves to receive Re-in- 
forcements from the Continent. By the Obſervation of this 
Plain -Method of Operation, continued he, I will - engage 


oned about the Capital, to put a Stop to any Troops that ſhall 
be landed on the Coalt of Great Britain. 

* So far was this great Officer, who was acquainted with 
the whole Art of War, from ſinking into Aſtoniſhment at the 


Sound of an Invaſion, and ſo far from thinking it * | 
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that the Nation Thould be harraſſed by Standing Troops, to 
preſerve it from being plundered by a foreigi-Army. 
| © But though our Troops, Sir, ſhould not be to 
prevent an Invaſion, they may be uſeful in Services of equal 
Importance: The Miniſtry may think the Votes of the Of- 
— _ ſervic 774 —— and may be more 
afraid o * ves than Nation b De- 
tachment of their Forces. | | E wit ny 

Such is at preſent, Sir, the State of this unhappy Coun- 
try, that neither in Peace nor War are any Meaſares taken, 
but with a View of enereaſing or confirming the Power of 
the Miniſtry ; for this Purpoſe thoſe Troops, whoſe Officers 
have Seats here, are to be retained at home, and the Fate 
of our Weft India Settlements to be committed to new le- 
vied Forces without military Skill. 

For this Reaſon is an Army to be raiſed without Ne- 
ceſſity, and raiſed in a Manner that may furniſh the Court 
with an Opportunity of extending its Influence, by the Diſ- 
poſal of great Numbers of new Commiſſions. By this Plan 
every Family that is burthened with a Relation, whoſe 
Vices have ruined his Fortune, or whoſe Stupidity diſqua- 
lives him for Employment, will have an Opportunity of ſell- 
ing, for a Commiſſion, their Intereſt at the approaching Elec- 
tion; Dependance will be propagated, and the troubleſome 
Spirit of Liberty be depreſſed. | 

To little Purpoſe will it be objected, that Soldiers and 
Officers will be equally Ignorant, that Diſcipline is not in- 
fuſed inſtantaneouſly, that a military Dreſs will not make 
a Soldier, that Men can only know their Duty by Inſtruc- 
tion, and that nothing is to be hoped from Ploughmen, 
and Manufacturers commanded by School-boys. The Suc- 
ceſs of the Expedition is not ſo much conſidered by thoſe 
who have the Direction of the Levies, as that of the Elec- 
tion, and while they keep their Poſts they are very little 
concerned about the Affairs of the Veſt Indies. 

© In Defence of this Method it has, indeed, been affirm- 
ed, that it was preferred by the Duke of Mar/borough ; but 
we are not informed to whom, or upon what Occafion he 
declared his Opinion, and therefore are left at Liberty to 
doubt, whether his Authority is not produced for a Method 
which he did not approve, or approved only at ſome particular 
Time for ſome extraordinary Service. 7 5 

It is urged that he recommended it by his Practice, and 
that his Succeſs is a ſufficient Proof that his Practice was 
founded upon right Maxims. But if it be remembered what 
was, in that Time, the Method of obtaining Commiſſions, 
and who it was that had the Diſpofal of them, it will ap- 


pear, 
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not abſolutely certain, that his Praftice 
uced as 4 decifive Proof of his Opinion. 


ought to be 
f the Succeſs of Troops be properly urged as an Ar. 
gument for the Form of — Hes the 
ictories of Prince Eugene afford a Proof, equally convincing 
that a few Officers * ſufficient ? And 57 the A 
which ariſe from Succeſs are equal on both Sides, onght 
not the Neceſſity of ſaving the Publick Money to turm the 
n N be 1 
War, Sir, is in its own Nature a Calamity very grie- 
vous to the moſt powerful and flouriſhing People, and to a 
trading Nation is particularly deſtructive, as it at once ex- 
hauſts our Wealth, and interrupts our Commerce, at once 
drinks up the Stream and choaks up the Fountain. In thoſe 
Countries, whoſe Affairs are wholly tranſacted within their 
own Frontiers, where there is either very little Money, 'or 
where their Wealth is dug out of their own Mines, 
are only weakened by the Loſs of Men, er by the Dimi- 
nution of their Dominions, and in general can only ſuffer 
by being overcome. | FW 
© But the State of Great Britain is far different, it is not 
neceſſary to our Ruin that an Enemy ſhould be ſtronger than 
ourſelves, that he ſhould be able to pour Armies into our 
Country, to cover the Sea with Fleets, to burn our Villages 
by Incurſions, or deſtroy our Fortreſſes with Bombs; for he 
that can ſecure his own Dominions from our Attacks, to 
which nothing but Diſtance and ſome Advantages of Situa- 
tion are neceſſary, may ſupport a War againſt us ; and he 
that can fit out Privateers to interrupt our Trade, may, 
without obtaining a Victory, reduce us to Diſtreſs, 
Our Situation; Sir, as it preſerves us from the 
of an Invaſion except from that powerful Monarch the Pre- 
tender, who is indeed always to be dreaded, has likewiſe 
the Effect of ſecuring other Nations from being invaded by 
us, for it is very difficult to tranſport in one Fleet, and to 
land at one Time, a Number ſufficient to forte their Way 
into a Country where the Ports are fortified, and the Inha- 
bitants in Arms. N | 
Our Wars, Sir, are therefore to be determined by naval 
Battles, and thoſe Nations have very little to fear from us 
who have no Trade to be diſturbed, and no Navies to be 
deſtroyed ; if they can only fit out Cruiſers which may al- 
ways be done by granting Commiſſions to foreign A 
turers, they may ruin our Merchants by Captures, exhauſt 
the Nation by the Neceſſity of Convoys, and give neutral 
Traders an Opportunity of eſtabliſhing their Credit at thoſe 


Markets, which have been hitherto ſupplied by our Manu- 
lactures. 
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at leaſt requires our Conſideration: And we ought to make 
War with the utmoſt Frugality againſt a P whom no 
Hoſtilities can really impoveriſh, whoſe Commeree may be 
aid to lie at reft rather than to be ſhackled, as it will rife 
into greater Vigour at the End of the War, and whoſe 
Treaſures, though the Want of them is a preſent Inconve- 
nence, 'are only piled up for a Time of Security. | 

As the only Method, Sir, of reducing this Nation muſt 
te that of invading its Cdlonies, and diſmembering its Pro- 
vinces, by which the chief Perſons will be deprived of their 
Revenues, and a general Difcontent be ſpread over the 
People, the Forces which are levied for this Expedition, (an 
Expedition on which the Honour of our Arms and the Proſ- 
perity of our Trade muſt ſo much neceffarily depend, 
ought to be ſelected with the greateſt Care, and diſcipli 
vith the exatteſt Regularity. | 

On this Occaſion, therefore, it is ſurely improper to em- 
ploy Troops newly collected from Shops and Villages, and 
jet more irrational to truſt them to the Direction of Boys 
called on this Occafion from the Frolicks of a School, or 
forced from the Boſoms of their Mothers, and the Softneſs of 
the Nurfery. It is not without Compaſſion, Com 


far extended, that I conſider the unhappy Striplings doom'd 


toa Camp, from whom the Sun has hitherto been ſcreen- 
ed, and the Wind excluded; who have been taught by many 
tender Lectures the Unwholſomeneſs of the Evening Miſts 
ad the Morning Dews, who have been wrapt in Furs in 
dummer, who have lived without any Fatigue but that of 
Dreſs, or any Care but that of their Complexion. 

© Who can forbear, Sir, ſomt of Sympathy, when 
be ſees Animals like theſe takin ir laſt Farewel of the 
Maid that has fed them with Sweet-Meats, and defended 


them from Inſects; when he ſees them dreſt up in the Ha- 


dliments of Soldiers, loaded with a Sword, and inveſted with 
a Command, not to mount the Guard at the Palace, not to 


üiſplay their Lace at a Review, not to protect Ladies at the 


Door of an Aſſembly Room, nor to ſhow their — rg at 
i Country Fair, but to enter into a kind of Fellowſhip with 
de rugged Sailor, to hear the Tumult of a Storm, to My 
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the Change of Climates, and to be ſet on ſhore, in an Bug 


my's Dominians ? 


muſt have hardened his Heart beyond the common 

of Cruelty, and it may reaſonably be expected, that he who 
can propoſe any Method by which ſuch. Hardſhips may be 
eſcaped, will be thought entituled to Gratitude. and Praiſe, 

For my Part, I ſhould imagine, Sir, that an eaſy Method 
might be diſcovered of obviating ſuch Miſery, without leſſen- 
ing that Number. of Officers, which perhaps, in Oppoſition 
to Reaſon and Experience, ſome Gentlemen will continue to 
think neceſſary, and I hope that this may be no improper 
time to declare my Opinion. . NY 

© I have obſerved, that for ſome time, no private Sentinel 
has ever riſen to any Rank above that of a Serjeant, and that 
Commiſſions have been reſerved as Rewards for other Services 
than thoſe of the Camp. This Procedure, J cannot but 
think at once impolitick and unjuft. „ 

It is impolitick, Sir, as it has a natural Tendency to ex- 
tinguiſh in the Soldiery all Emulation and all Induſtry. Sol- 
diers have an equal Genius with other Men, and undoubted- 
ly there might be found among them great Numbers capable 
of learning and of improving the military Sciences ; but they 
have likewiſe the ſame Love of Eaſe, and the Deſire of Hon- 
our and of Profit, and will not condemn themſelves to labour 
without the Proſpe& of Reward, nor ſacrifice their Time to 
the Attainment of that Knowledge, which can have no other 
Effect than to make them diſcover the Stupidity of their Com- 
manders, and render their Obedience more difficult, as it 
will deſtroy that Reverence which is neceſſary to Subordina- 
tion. 

It is unjuſt, Sir, becauſe it is not to be doubted, that 
ſome Soldiers by the natural Force of their Faculties, or by a 
laudable Activity of Mind, have extended their Knowledge 
beyond the Duties of a private Station, and he that excels in 
His Profeſſion has an equitable Claim to Diſtinction and Pre- 
ferment. To advance any Man in the Army, becauſe his 
Father is an Orator in Parliament, or the Leading Man 
of a Borough, ſeems not more rational, than to make another 
Man a Judge becauſe ſome of his Anceſtors were ſkilled in 
Gunnery ; nor would the Lawyers have juſter Reaſons for 
Complaint in one Caſe, than the Soldiers in the other. 

It is therefore, Sir, in my Opinion, neceſſary to the Ad- 
vancement of military Knowledge, that as a Sentinel is, for 
| excelling in his Profeſſion, advanced to the Degree of a Ser- 
jeant, the Serjeant, .who continues his Application, and 
performs his Duty, ſhould, in time, be honoured with a 
Commiſſion. | 8 It 
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ſo fortunate as to gain Eftates, could never be of any uſe 
the R tives of a Borough; and to what Purpoſe ſhould. 
thoſe Men be advanced, who can only ſerve. their Country, 
but can contribute very little to the Support of the Court? 

This is, I own, Sir, an Objection which I deſpair of an- 
ſwering to the Satisfaction of thoſe by whom it will be raiſed. 
The hardy Serjeant would never cringe gracefully at a Levee, 
would never attain to any ſucceſsful Degree of 


Addreſs in 
ſoliciting Votes, and if he ſhould, by mere Bribery, be deputed 
iber, © would be unable to defend the Conduct of 1 B. 
retors. | 1 

In Vindication of the preſent Scheme, I believe few of 
thoſe rugged Warriors would find many Arguments; they 
would not recommend to the Nation a Troop of Boys, under 
the Command of Boys, as the molt proper Forces to be ſent to 
make Conqueſts in diſtant Countries; nor would imagine, that 
unk ilful Soldiers could, under the Direction of rs C- 
qually ignorant with themſelves, attain the Knowledge of 
their Duty in the ſame Time as if they were incorporated 
with regular Troops, in which every Man might receive In- 
truction, and learn his Buſineſs from his Comrade. 

I had lately, Sir, the Opportunity of hearing the Opinion 
of one of the greateſt Generals in the World, on this Subject, 
"0 declared with the utmoit Confidence of Certainty, that 
n Troops could be diſciplined in a ſhort Time, only by be- 
ing incorporated with thoſe that had been already taught 
their Duty; and aſſerted, that with an Army ſo mixed, he 
ſhould think himſelf ſufficiently enabled to meet any Forces 
of the ſame Number, and ſhould not fear to acquit himſelf 
lucceſsfully, either in attacking or defending. 

* Such are the Sentiments of this great Man, to whom I 
know not whether any Name can be oppoſed, that deſerves 
equally to be reverenced. He has had the Honour of de- 
ſending the Rights of his Country in the Senate, as well 
a in the Field, has fignalized himſelf equally in the Debate 
and in the Battle, and perhaps deſerves leſs Regard for having 
_— his Life, than for having been diveſted of his Em- 
ployments, | 

* Since therefore, it is apparent that great Numbers of 
Officers are by no means this to Succeſs in War, ſince 
they are dangerous to our Liberty in Time of Peace, fince 
they are certainly expenſive, and at beſt not certainly uſeful ; 
and fince the greateſt General of the preſent Age has de- 
clar'd that our new Levies ought to be mingled with our 

Vol. XIII. t Stand- 


| Standing Forees, I. ſhall chink it my Duty, ü 0 


the ſame Numbers to the a Army 


| depart from the Methods eſtabliſhed in my Vouth; Methods 
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the preſent Scheme of raiſing how Romans and hall acres 
to no other Supplies than ſuch as may be ſufficient for adding 
| 4 2 


General Wade then ſpoke as follows. ee 
Sir, | . e ene; 
© Though I cannot pretend to purſue the Honourable 
Gentleman through the whole Compaſs of his Argument, hor 
mall attempt to ſtand up as his Rival, either in Extent of 
Knowledge, or Elegance of Language ; yet as my Courſe of 
Life has neceſſarily furniſhed me with ſome Obſervations re- 
lating to the Queſtion before us, and my preſent Station in 
the Army, may, in ſome Meaſure, be ſaid to make it my Duty 
to declare my Opinion, I ſhall lay before the Houſe a' few 
Conſiderations, with the artleſs Simplicity of a plain Soldier, 
without engaging in a formal Debate, or attempting to over- 
throw the Arguments of others. 
It is obſerved, Sir, that for the greateſt Part, the farther 
any Man has advanced in Life, the leſs Confidence he places 
in Speculation, and the more he learns to reſt upon Experi- 
ence, the only ſure Guide in human Affairs; and as the 'Tranſ- 
actions in which he is engaged are more important, with the 
greater Anxiety does he inquire after Precedents, and the 
more timorouſly does he proceed, when he is obliged to re- 
gulate his Conduct by Conjecture or by Deliberation, * 

* This Remark, Sir, though it may be juſt with Regard 
to all States of Life, is yet more conſtantly and "certainly ap- 
plicable to that of the Soldier; becauſe as his Profeſhon'is 
more hazardous than any other, he muſt with more Caution 
guard againſt Miſcarriages and Error. The old Soldier, 
therefore, very rarely ventures beyond the Verge of Experi- 
ence, unleſs in Compliance with particular Accidents, which 
does not make any Change in his general Scheme, or in Situa- 
tions, where nothing can preſerve him, but ſome new Strata- 
gem or unprecedented Effort, which are not to be mentioned 
as Part of his original Plan of Operation, becauſe they are 
produced always by unforeſeen Emergences, and are to be in 
imputed, not to Choice but to Neceſſity; for in Conſequence WW r0u 
of my firſt Principle, an old Soldier never willingly involves the 
himſelf in Difficulties, or proceeds in ſuch a Manner, as that BW van 
he may not expect Succeſs by the regular Operations of WW Ar: 
War. | Off 

It will not therefore be ſtrange, if I, who, having fat: 
ſerved in the Army in the Wars of King Wilkam, may 
juſtly claim the Title of an old Soldier, ſhould not eafily 
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by whith their Effects have ſhewn me, - that they at leaſt an- 
ſwer the Idtention ſor which they were contrived, and which 
therefore I ſhall be afraid of rejefting, leſt thoſe which are 
propoſed to be ſubſtituted in their Place, however probable 
in Specalation, ſhould be found defeftive in Practice ; and 
the Reaſonings, which indeed I cannot anſwer, ſhould be 
confuted in the Field, where Eloquence has very little Power. 

The Troops of Great Britain, formed according to the 
preſent Eſtabliſhment, have been found ſucceſsful ; they have 
preſerved the Liberties of Europe, and driven the Armies 
of France before them ; they have appeared equally formi- 
dable in Sieges and in Battles, and with Strength equally 
irreſiſtible, have preſſed forward in the Field, and mounted 
the Breach. It may be urged, that this Vigour, Alacrity 
and Succeſs, cannot be proved to have been produced by 
the Number of Officers who commanded them ;. but 
ſince, on the contrary, it cannot be {hewn that the Num- 
ber of Officets did not contribute to their ViRories, I think 
it not prudent to try the Experiment, which, if it ſhould 
ſucceed, as it pbflibly may, would produce no great Advan- 
tage; and if it ſhould fail, and chat it may fail no Man 
will deny, muſt bring upon us, not only the Expence, which 
we are ſo ſolicitous to avoid, but Diſgrace and Loſſes, a 
long Interruption of our Trade, and the Slaughter of great 
Numbers of our Fellou- Subjects. | 

Thus far, Sir, I have proceeded upon a Suppoſition 
that the Balance of Argument is equal on both Sides, and 
that nothing could be alledged on one Part, but Experience, 
or objected to the other, but the Want of it; but as I am 
now called to declare my Opinion in a Queſtion relating to 
my Profeſſion,” a Queſtion of great Importance to the Pub- 
lic, I ſhould think that I had not diſcharged my Duty to 
my Country with that Fidelity which may juſtly be expected 
from me, if I ſhould omit any Obſervation that my Me- 
mory may ſuggeſt, by which the Houſe may be better en- 
abled to proceed in this Enquiry. 

* I think it therefore proper to declare, that we not only, 
in the laſt great War, experienced the Uſefulneſs of nume- 
rous Officers, but that we have likewiſe felt the Want of 
them on a Signal Occaſion, and that the only greateſt Ad- 
vantage which our Enemies obtained, was * over an 
Army, rendered weak by the Want of the uſual Number of 
Officers. Such were the Forces that were defeated at the 
fatal Battle of Almanxa, by which almoſt all Spain “ was re- 


covered from us. And it is, Sir, the Opinion of very ſkilful 
CY ; Com- 


* General Wade, at the Head of two Battalions, repulſed twenty twa 
Nudrons of the Enemy in that Action, being then Colonel of a Regiment. 
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8 chat the Soy ly by hen fehr of 
ficers than the French, did not ſuc Tong” and 
obſtinate Battles of Parke and Gaaftalla.” . 29 
0 e ne, that a 


geeder Netber 
of Officers maſt prom eee e "Hi 
led by AEK. and 17 is of uſe to every Man 
to have his Leader in his View. Shame at one Tine md 
Affection at another, my Eg the FffeQts of Coorige, 
where it is wanted, and thoſe may follpw their Commander, 
who are inclined to deſert their Duty for 1 is ſeldom 
known, that, while the Officers a per confident, the Sol. 
diers deſpair, or that they think o eee bur alter the 
Example of their Leaders. 

« Where there are only few Officers, it is apparett, thit 
more is left to Chance, in which it becomes not a wiſe Min 
to place any Confidence ; for if the Officers dre "killed at 
the Beginning of the Agion, the Soldiers muſt become un 
"uſeleſs, defenceleſs Herd without Order, without Unaniinity, 
and without Deſign ; but, by the preſent Method,” if an 
Officer happens to fall, his Place i is immediately fopplied by 
another, the Action forward, and the Evemy receives 
no Advantage. from Confufion or Delay. | 

I am therefore of Opinion, that in raifing T rohs for 
the Expedition now intended, the eftablifhed Method 
to be followed, and that we "ought not to hazard the Succeſs 
of our Attempt, by new Regulations, of which no buman 
Sagacity can foretel the Event. 

* Tho' it cannot be denied, that ſome” Addition 
be made to our Companies without any viſible or 2 * 
convenience, yet the Augmentation now intended, is too 
numerous to be ſo incorporated without ſome Neglect of Dis 
cipline, as the Officers would be charged with more Men than 
they could properly ſuperintend. 

* There is indeed, Sir, another Method of Incorporation, 
by adding new Companies to each Regiment; but of this Me- 
' thod the Advantage would be ſmall, becauſe the Number of 

Captains and inſeriour Officers muſt be the ſame; and the Pay 
of only the Field-Officers would be ſaved, and this trifling 
Gain would be far over-balanc'd by the Inconveniencies which 
Experience has ſhown to ariſe from it. There have been Re- 
giments formed of thirteen Companies inſtead of ten; bat it 
was found, that as the Officers of a Company may be over- 
charged with Soldiers, ſo a Colonel may likewiſe have more 
Companies than he can conveniently inſpect, and the antient 
Regulation was reſtored, as the lealt liable to Difficulties and 
Objections. 


Having thus endeavoured to vindicate the Manner in which 
our 
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= by Boys, have u better Reaſon ſor 
ity, (were fiation'd on our Conlts to repel the Veterans of the - 
-an French ? Would not ſuch Meaſures animate our Enemies, 
by and invite an Invaſion ? eg de aut 885 

ves It may be 

. are ſent into the M e Indies, are more likely to ſucced in their 

ſor Deſign, than i ie . | 

ght Danger to be feared in that Part of the World, is not from 

cola the 7 but the Climate, with which young Men are moſt 

nan able to contend, — ee NED qualified for 

Attempts, in which is equaliy with Vigour. 


I am convinc'd; Sir, that this War has hitherto been 
proſecuted with Ardour and Fidelity, and that no Meaſures 
ve been taken but ſuch as Experience and Reaſon have 
ſupported, and therefore affirm, without Scraple, that if we 
are not ſucceisful, our Miſcarriages muſt be imputed to the 
Chance of War, from which no Prudence can exempt us. 


Sir, | oi, rer 
© Having but very lately had the Honour of a Seat in 
this Houſe, I am confcious how little I am acquainted with 
either the Subjects or Forms of Debate, and ſhould therefore 
continue to liſten to the Sentiments of Perſons more experi- 
enced, with filent Veneration, did I not obſerve with how 
much Indulgence they are heard who mean well, however de- 
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ore ficient in Knowledge, or in Eloquence. | 
ent As the honourable Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, Sir, pro- 
and feſles to have form'd his Opinion rather from Facts than 


Arguments, I hope I ſhall be indulged by the Houſe in an At- 


* Now Earl of Litchfield, 
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ſuſficient to pport Poſitions, 

imnuſt therefore be eftabliſh'd: 12 wer beate dae 

Deciſion of this Queſtion can them. dy 
With to his Experience, * undoubtedly 
| fall Degree of Veneration is due, he confeſſes that we have 
tried only one of the two Forms of Eſtabliſument hom in 
Competition, and that therefore, though he has had Renſon 
to approve that with which he is moſt acquainted, he hg 0 
certain Proofs of the Inefficacy or ImpetfeRtion of the diba 
© But . eee 
our own pe onal Tranſactions, and may very juſtl compre- 
hend thoſe Obſervations which we have dad © 4 ities 
of making upon the Conduct and Succeſs of others. Th 
Gentleman, though he has only commanded in the Artnies.of 
(Great Britain, has ſeen the Forces of other Nations, bas 
remarked their Regulations, and heard of their Actions he 
has 13 y ated in Conjunction with our Conſederatts in but 
War, and tho' it is known that they diſſer from us in de 
the Proportion of Soldiers and Officers, he has mentioned ud im 
Diſadvantage which might be ſuppoſed to ariſe from! their Wl bor 
Eſtabliſhment, and therefore, I ſuppoſe; he cannot deny that Off 
their Behaviour and Succeſs was the ſame with _ wag ſo 


T 
The Battles of Almanza, Parma, and Guaſtalla, which inf 
he has particularly mention'd, were loſt, as he informs : 
us, by Armies not officer'd according to the Eſtabliſhment Wl en 
which he recommends to us ; but it is obſervable that his At- are 
gument is deſective in an eſſential Part; for though he af. $a 
firms that the Armies which were defeated had fewer Officets Wl for 
than the Enemy, he has neither ſhown, nor attempted. to-ſhow, 
that the Want of Officers occaſioned the Defeat, or that tie be 
Loſs would have been prevented by a greater Number. equ 
© Theſe Inſtances, therefore, can be of no Effect on the Cor 
Determination of the preſent Queſtion ; for though it is cer- WI Co! 
tain that at A/manza, and at other Places, Armies, with few mid 
Officers, have loſt the Battle, it is not leſs common ſor thoſe ons 
Troops that are more liberally ſupplied to be owe 4 
others which are differently model'd. offe 
* With Regard, Sir, to the Troops of Germany, [ have Ind 
heard them praiſed in many Parts of Europe, as not inferior BW * it 
either to thoſe of France, or of any other Nation, and have poſ 
been informed that their ill Succeſs, both at Parma and cha 
Guaſtalla, may be jultly imputed to other Cauſes than the «1d 
want of Officers. dan 
There has, perhaps, Sir, ſeldom been an Example of Firm- Wl of i 
neſs, Diſcipline and Reſolution, beyond that which was * has 
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Beginning of the 
they continued the Fight for eleven Hours, and at laſt retired 


by the Number of their Officers, but by their Situation, by 
Woods, Caffines, Ditches and Intrenchments, ; 

* Nor do I diſcover, Sir, what can be inferred from his 
Obſervation of the Influence of Example in time of Action, 
but that Officers ſhould be ſelected with great Care, and not 
de promoted by Favour, Intereſt, or Caprice; ſor an Ex- 
ample of Cowardice in a Leader muſt be pernicious, in Pro- 
portion, as that of Bravery is beneficial ; and as, where more 
Officers are ſuppoſed neceſſary there is leſs Room for Choice, 
ſo it muſt be allowed that the Troops, which have more 
Officers than other Forces, are in more Danger of being 
infected with Cowardice. 

* It appears therefore to me, that the Expence of the pre- 
ſent Eſtabliſhment is a certain Evil, and that the Advantages 
ue very doubtful ; and I think it demonſtrable, that the preſent 
State of the Nation requires Frugality, and therefore I ſhall vore 
for the Incorporation of our new Levies with the old Regiments. 

* By this Incorporation, Sir, our new levied Troops will 
de no longer diſtinguiſhed from our Veterans; they will be 
equally acquainted with Diſcipline, and will learn from the 


Contempt of Danger ; we may then employ Forces equally for- 
midable in all Parts of the public Service, and invade the Domini- 
ons of our Enemies, without leaving our own Country deſolate. 

* The Arguments which the honourable Gentleman has 
offered in Defence of ſending our younger Troops to the Vet 
ladies, which may likewiſe be uſed againſt an Incorporation, 


poſes, what will not be granted, that a cold Climate may be 
changed for a hotter, with more Safety by a young, than an 
od Man. I have been told on the contrary, that ſuperabun- 
Gant Heat is the great Diſeaſe of Youth, and that the Want 
of it produces moſt of the Infirmities of Age ; and every one 
tas known the Lives of Perſons, languiſhing with Age, pro- 
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Converſation of their Aſſociates, a Spirit of Enterpriſe, and a 


„ in my Opinion, Sir, far from being concluſive; for it ſup- 


ung d by a Removal into warm Countries. I am therefore 
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+ Hewe + ſpoke next in Saban as follows, 


Oy Before I engige in a Diſcuſſion of the Quaition, 1 . 
but think it neceſſary to obſerve, that the honourable Gentle. 
man, who ſpoke the ſecond in this Debate, has been. very far 
from conſulting either Policy or Juſtice in his 
and that he deviated from the Subje&t only e ridicule" his 
Conntry, to exalt our Enemies, and depreſs our Efforts... - 

« He has deſcribed, Sir, the Britih Youth, the Sous of 
noble Families, and the Hopes of the Nation, in Terms too 
contemptuous to be heard without ; he has amuſed 
himſelf with diſplaying their Ignorance and their Effeminacy, 
and has indulged his Imagination in a malignant Kind 
Gaiety, which, hower it may divert himſelf, is very far from 
contributing either to the Reformation or Prevention of 
thoſe Practices which he cenfures. | 

I believe, Sir, it will be granted, that nothin ought to 
pleaſe but in Proportion to its Propriety and Truth ; and if 
we try the Satire that we have lately beard by this Teſt, it 
will be found to have very little Claim to Applauſe ; for our 
Armies muſt be compoſed of the Youth of the Nation : And 
for my Part, I cannot diſcover what Advantage we ſhall gain 
over the Spaniards by informing them how little our Troops 
are accuſtomed to Danger, how ſhort a Time they have been 
acquainted with Fatigue, how tenderly they have been nurſed, 
how eafily they may be frighted, and how certainly they will 
be conquer d, if they but meet with Oppoſition. 

Nor, Sir, is ſuch an Account of the Youth of Briteis 
more true, in my Opinion, than it is prudent. I am far from 
diſcovering any ſuch remarkable Degeneracy in the Age, or 

any great Prevalence of Cowardice and unmanly Delicacy ; 
nor do I doubt of hearing, that our Youth, if they are ſentup- 
on any Expedition, will ſhew, that the Briti6 Courage i 
not vet extinguiſhed, and that, if they are ranged on the 
Plains of the Weft Indies, they will diſcover — the 
Sons of thoſe that forced the _ _ * 

That the Degeneracy of che 72 outh is, at not 
univerſal, we have juſt now, Sir, received an inconteſtible 
Proof from the Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, and ſpoke with ſo 
much Elegance of Language, and Juſtneſs of Reaſoning, as 
ſhews, that there are to be found, among the Youth of Great 
Britain, Perſons very well qualified for the 2 15 
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| have ede deus that's Poſt in the Army required greatet 
Abilities. | He el 
The Pleaſure, however, with which I have attended 
to his Remarks, has not ſo far prejudic'd me in Favour of 
his Opinion, as that I ſhall eafily conſent to change that Me- 
thod of 338 to which our Troops have been accuſtom- 
ed, and of which we know by Experience, that it is at leaſt 
not leſs efficatious than that of any other Nation. Cuſtoms, 
if they are not bad, are not to be changed, becauſe it is an 
Argument in Favour of a PraQtice that the People have ex- 
periene'd it, and approv d it, and every Change is diſagreeable 
to thoſe who judge only jadice, of whom I need not 
ay how great is the Number. 

Many Arguments may, Sir, in my Opinion, be added to 
our Experience in Favour of the preſent Eſtabliſhment. The 
Number of Officers But I find myſelf unable to pur- 
ſue my Deſign, becauſe I can't read my Notes, which, being 
written by another Hand, are difficult to make out, as tis 
the Dusk of the Evening — I ſhall therefore only make 
ome Obſervations upon the Speech of the Gentleman who 


allowed to'deviate from the principal Queſtion, fince I do 
it only in Purſuit of another. | | 

He has obſerved, that our Troopers are mounted upon 
Horſes that are of no Uſe ; a Remark, Sir, which I never 
heard from any other Perſon, and for which, I believe, no 
Authority can be produced: They are mounted, indeed, up- 
on Horſes very different from thoſe which are uſed by other 
Nations, becauſe ſcarcely any other Country breeds Horſes of 
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will BY «qual Size and Strength, and therefore, as I am inform'd, the 
v4 French have purchaſed Horſes from this Iſland, and I be- 
0018 n live that all the Cavalry of Europe would be mounted upon 
from N our Horſes, if they could procure them. I have been in- 
©, r formed, that their Preſſure in the Shock of Battle is ſuch as 
ICY 3 SY to Forces in the World are able to ſuſtain ; and that it was 
up- tot leſs by the Strength of our Horſes, than the Spirit of our 
e * Soldiers, that the Squadrons of France were, in the Battle of 
o the Den beim, into the Danube. 2 
e Nor do I leſs diſapprove his Cenſure of the Choice 
x which has been made of the Troops intended for the Jt 
„det lan Service, which, though I ardently deſire its Succeſs, I 
ftible E anno think of equal Importance with the Defence of our 
ch ſo Bc Country, for tho! we may be diſgraced by a Defeat, we 
12, an be endanger'd only by an Invaſion ; and therefore I think 
Cd | neceſſary to retain thoſe Troops on which we may belt rely 
1 br the Security of this Illand, leſt our Enemies ſhould take 
oo - Advantage of their Abſence, and ſet the Pretender on the 
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ſpoke the ſecond in this Debate, and hope that I ſhall be 


| 1 


* * * 
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Sir William Yonge roſe next, and ſpoke to the Effect fil. 
h lowing : | | „ 354 
Sir, Nn CEE 7 
Sir Will. Yonge, | It is a ſtanding Maxim, both in private Life and public 
Tranſactions, that no Man can obtain great Advantages, who 
is afraid of petty Inconveniences ; and that he that will hope 
to obtain his End without Expence, will languiſh for ever in 
fruitleſs Wiſhes, and have the Mortification of &eing the Ad. 
venturous and the Liberal enjoy that Felicity, which 
it is within his Reach, he is afraid of ſeizing. 
When the Depredations of the Spaniards became firf 
the Subjects of our Debates, nothing was heard amongſt us 
but Threats of Vengeance, Demands of Reparation, Aſſertions 
of Sovereignty, and Reſolutions to obtain Security: The Im- 
| portance of our Commerce, the Neceſſity of rigorous Mea- 
| ſures, the Danger of Puſillanimity, the Meanneſs of Negotia- 
. tion, and the Diſadvantages of Delay, were thundered from 
| every Part'of the Houſe. Every Man ſeemed to imagine 


3 that there was no Mean between Victory and Ruin, and that 
not to humble Spain, was to betray our Country to Inſults, 
| Ignominy and Slavery. | | 

| Far was I then, Sir, from ſuſpecting, that when the War, N 
ö thus vehemently urged, ſhould be declared, that the Proſecu- 87 
6 tion of it would produce any Debates. I doubted not but 
| that every Man would be defirous of ſignaliaing his Zeal for 
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the Proſperity of Commerce, by expediting the-Supplies, and th 
forwarding the Preparations, and that the only Contention a» 0 
mong us would be, who ſhould appear the moſt ardent 5 
Enemy of Spain. Bi tio 
But no ſooner are Hoſtilities begun againſt this inſolent ha 
and oppreſſive Nation, than thoſe who expreſſed moſt Refent- du 
ment at the Prudence and Moderation by which they were i ** 
delayed, thoſe that accuſed every Attempt for an Accommo- me 
dation, of Cowardice, and charged the Miniſtry with con- | 
niving at the Rapine of Pirates, begin to enquire into the Ne- * 
ceſſity of the Expences occaſioned by the War, to — 2 du 
on the Advantages of Parſimony, and think it of more Im- tha 
portance to eaſe our Taxes, than to ſubdue our Enemies. fort 
In purſuance of this new Doctrine they are now en- . : 
ry 


deavouring to embarraſs the Meaſures of his Majeſty, that 
they may ſave, according to their own Computation, only 8 
Thirty Thouſand Pounds, which in reality I can eaſily ſnew to Dif 
be no more than Fifteen Thouſand. 8 BY . 
For the Sake of this important Sum our Army is to be and 
modelled by a new Regulation, and the Succeſs of the War | 
is to be impeded, the Security of our Commerce to be hazard- his 


ed, and our Colonies are to be endanger'd. J 
* Progality 


to be practiſed on proper Occaſions : To compute Expence 
icety in Time of War, is to prefer Money 


the Whole for the Preſervation of a Part. 

The Gentlemen, Sir, who have moſt endeavoured to 
diſtinguiſh themſelves as the conſtant Opponents of the Ad- 
miniſtration, have charged it, on all Occaſions, with giving 
Encouragement to the Spaniards, but can charge it with no- 
thing ſo likely to raiſe the Confidence and confirm the Ob- 
ſtinacy of the Enemy, as the Objections which they them- 
ſelves have made to the preſent Scheme of levying Forces ; 
for to how great a of Poverty muft they believe that 
Nation reduced, of which the warmeſt Patriots ſtruggle to ſave 
a Sum ſo inconſiderable, by an Experiment of ſo much Un- 
certainty ? and how eaſily will the Spaniards promiſe them- 
ſelves, that they ſhall gain the Victory only by obliging us 
to continue in a State of War, a State which, by our own 
Confeſſion, we are not able to ſupport ? | | 

* Had any other Argument, Sir, been produced than the 
Neceſſity of Parſimony, it had been leſs dangerous to have a- 

to this new Scheme; but to adopt it only for the Sake 
of ſparing Fifteen Thouſand Pounds, would be to make our- 
ſelves contemptible, to intimidate our Allies, and to unite all 
thoſe againſt us, who are inclined to trample on Miſery, and 
to plunder Weakneſs. 

I am inclin'd to judge fo favourably, Sir, of the Inten- 
tions of thoſe whom I am now oppoſing, that I believe they 
have only uſed this Argument, becauſe they were able to pro- 
duce no other, and that if either Reaſon or Experience had 
been on their Side, the Poverty of the Nation had not been 
mention'd. iy | 

* But the honourable Gentleman, who has been ſo long 
engaged in military Employments, has ſhewn that all our 
Succeſs has been obtained by the preſent Eſtabliſhment, and 
that the Battle in which we ſuffer'd moſt, was loſt by our un- 
fortunate Deficiency of Officers. 

Nor do his Reaſons, Sir, however modeſtly offer'd, de- 
ſerve leſs Regard than his Experience, for he has ſhown, that 
2 greater Number of Officers naturally contribute to preſerve 
Diſcipline, and excite Courage, and it is not neceſſary that 
a Man ſhould be much a Soldier to diſcover, that Diſcipline 
and Courage united, muſt generally prevail. 

* To the Examples which he has produced in Favour of 
his Opinion, it has been objected, that Victories equally 
wonderful have been gained with fewer Officers, and, by the 


Honourable Gentleman that ſpoke the ſecond on this Occa- 
u 2 ſion, 
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ferr'd to that which is now ſo warmly recommended, and 1 


ſion, the Actions of Exgene were oppoſed to thoſe of the Duke 
of Marlborough. own iionsd % e . 8 80 
That Victories have been gained by Troops differently 
regulated, I cannot deny: Victories haye likewiſe been gain- 
Ad Sir, under every Circumſtance of Diſadvantage : Victor: 
have been gained by inferior Numbers, and by raw Troops, 
over yeteran Armies, yet no prudent General ever produc'd 
theſe Inſtances as Arguments againſt the Uſefulneſs of Diſei- 
pline, or as Proofs that Superiority of Numbers, wWas no 
Advantage. | "IG N TT 
* TheSucceſs of Prince Eugene in the late War, was far from 
convincing the Briti& General that the German Eſtabliſh- 
ment was preferable to our own; for he required that the 
Het an Troops, which were paid by Great Britain, ſhould be 
officer'd like our national Troops. In this he could be in- 
fluenced only by his own Opinion; for he neither nominated 
their Officers, nor could advance his Intereſt at home by 
creating new Poſts to which he did not recommend; he could 
therefore only regard the Succeſs of the War, and changed 
their Model only becauſe he thought it defective. 
The German; themſelves, Sir, are far from imagining that 
their Armies might not be made more formidable by ap- 
proaching nearer to the Brit; Methods; for one of their 
Officers, a Man of great Reputation and Experience has 
informed me, that they were convinced of their Deſect, and 
that nothing hindered them from adding more Officers, but the 
Fear of Expences, that they imputed all their Defeats. to the 
Neceſſity of Parſimony, that their Men wanted not Courage 
but Leaders, and that their Enemies 2 Advantages mere- 
ly by the Superiority of their Purſes, 
© In the late War it was common for the auxiliary 
Troops, when they were ſent upon any Expedition of Impor- 
tance, to be ſupplied with Officers either from their other 
Regiments, or by the Britiſh Forces; ſo neceſſary did the 
Duke of Marlborough think a larger Number of Officers in 
time of Action, that where he could not alter the Eſtabliſh- 
ment, he deviated from the common Methods of War, and 
transferred his Officers. occaſionally into Troops over which 
they had no ſettled Authority. | 
It is therefore moſt evident, Sir, that the Model on which 
our Troops are formed, was, by this great Commander, pre- 
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know not why we ſhould recede from hig Practice, if we are 
deſirous of his Succeſs. / E: . 
Nor can I diſcover, Sir, any better Method of ſelecting 
Officers than that which has of late been followed, however 
ſome may cenſure or ridicule it. To advance Gentlemen to 
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he has perhaps had 
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an Advantage 
dered as a Reproach. ee . Fo 
For this Reaſon, Sir,. Men chearfully obey thoſe to whom 
their Birth ſeems to have ſubjeted them, without any ſcru- 
pulous Enquiries into their Virtues or Abilities ; they have 
been taught, from their Childhood, to conſider them as plac- 
ed in a higher Rank. than themſelves, and are therefore not 
diſguſted at any tranſient Burſts of Impatience, or fudden 
Starts of Caprice, which would produce at leaſt Reſentment, 
and perhaps Mutiny, in Men newly exalted from a low Sta- 
tion. The more attentively, Sir, we look upon the World, 
the more ſtrongly ſhall we be convinced of the Truth of theſe 
Aſſertions, and the more evidently ſhall we diſcover the In- 
fluence which operates, in a Degree ſcarcely credible, even 
to thoſe who have experienced its Power, and which is indeed 
_— the chief Means of Subordination, by which Society is 
together. | 
6 Ne an Officers of Birth, Sir, to be preferred to Men 
who are recommended by nothing but military Service, only 
becauſe they are more chearfully obeyed, but for another 
Reaſon of equal Impartance. It has obſerved, that, in 
reality, they diſcharge the Duty of Commanders in a Manner 
more likely to preſerve Dignity and encreale Reverence ; 
that they diſcover, on all Occaſions, a Senſe of Honour and 
Dread of Diſgrace, which are not eaſily to be found in a 
Mind contraſted by a mean Education, and depreſſed by 
long Habits of Subjection. ty 
It is not indeed, Sir, univerſally and unvariably certain, 
that a Man raiſed from Meanneſs and Poverty, will be inſo- 
lent and oppreſſive; nor do I doubt but there are many now 
languiſhing in Obſcurity, whoſe Abilities might add new 
Luſtre to the higheſt Honours, and whoſe Integrity would 
very faithfully diſcharge the moſt important T'ruſt ; and in their 
Favour, where ever they can be diſcovered, ſome Exceptions 
ought to be made; but as general Rules are generally to be 
followed, as well in military Regulations as other Tran(- 
actions, it will be found upon the exacteſt as” $4 
ns 
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Means improper to advance Gentlemen to Poſts of Command, 
rather than private Sentinels, however ſkilful or courageous. 
+ © It is to be conſidered, Sir, that the preſent State of the 
7 has for many Years made it neceſſary to f 

Army even when we are not engaged in an actual War ; 
that this Army, tho" of late it has, for the Eaſe of the 
People, been ſometimes encamped during the Summer, is for 
the greateſt Part quartered in Towns, and mingled with the 
reſt of the Community, but governed at the ſame time by the 
Officers, and ſubject to the martial Law. It has often been ob- 
ſerved by thoſe who have argued againſt ſtanding Forces, that 
this Difference of Government, makes different Societics, 
which do not combine in the ſame Intereſt, 'nor much fayour 
one another ; and it is indeed certain that Feuds are ſome- 
times produced, that when any private Quarrel happens either 
by Drunkenneſs, or Accident, or Claims really diſputable, 
between a Soldier and any other Perſon, each applies ſor 
Support and Aſſiſtance to thoſe in the ſame Condition with 
himſelf ; the Cauſe becomes general, and the Soldiers and 
1 are not eaſily reſtrained from Blows and Blood - 
© Tt is true likewiſe that the Rhetoric of the Patriots has 
been ſo efficacious, that their Arguments have been fo cla- 
morouſly echo'd, and their Weekly Productions fo diligently 


' diſperſed, that a great Part of the Nation, as Men always wil- 


lingly admit what will produce immediate Eaſe or Advantage, 
believe the Army to be an uſeleſs Burthen impoſed upon the 
People for the Support of the Miniſtry ; that the Landlord 
therefore looks upon the Soldier as an Intruder forced into 
his Houſe, and rioting in Sloth'at his Expence ; and the 
Farmer and Manufacturer, have learned to call the Army the 
Vermine of the Land, the Caterpillers of the Nation, the 
Devourers of other Mens Induſtry, the Enemies of Liberty, 
and the Slaves of the Court. | | 
| © Tt is not to be ſuppoſed, Sir, that the Soldiers entertain 
the ſame Ideas of their Profeſſion, or that they do not con- 
ceive themſelves injured by ſuch Repreſentations: They un- 
doubtedly conſider themſelves as the Bulwark of their Coun- 
try, as Men ſelected for the Defence of the reſt of their 
Community, as thoſe who have engaged at the Hazard of 
their Lives to repel Invaſion and repreſs Rebellion, and who 
contribute more than their Part to the general Felicity, by 
ſecuring Property and preventing Danger. 4 
© Tt is not to be doubted, Sir, but Sentiments ſo widely 
different, muſt produce an equal Contrariety of Claims, and 
Diverſity of Conduct; the Trader imagines, that the Man 


who ſubſiſts upon the Taxes which are raiſed only from his 
| Labour, 
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Labour, ought to confider himſelf as his Inferior at leaſt, if 

not as his Hireling and his Servant; the Soldier wonders how 
he can ever conceive himſelf ſufficiently grateful to him that 
has devoted his Life to his Defence, and to whom he muſt 
fly for Protection whenever Danger ſhall approach him, and 
coucludes that he has an inconteſtable Right to the better Part 
of that, of which the Preſervation of the whole depends upon 


him. | 

Thus does Self- love magnify every Man in his own Eyes, 
and ſo differently will Men determine when each is to judge 
in his own Cauſe. Which of theſe Competitors thinks moſt 
juſtly of his own Station and Character, or whether both are 
not miſtaken in their Opinion, I' think it by no means ne- 
ceſſary to decide. This at leaſt is, evident, that to preſerve 
Peace and Harmony, between two Bodies of Men obliged to 
live together with Sentiments ſo oppoſite, there is required 
an uncommon Degree of Prudence, Moderation, and Know- 
ledge of Mankind, which is chiefly to be exerted on the Part 
of the Soldiers, becauſe they are ſubject to more rigorous 
Command, and are more eaſily governed by the Authority 
of their Superiors. 

Let us ſuppoſe any Diſpute of this Kind, Sir, to happen 
where the Soldiers were commanded only by private Sentinels, 
diſguiſed in the Dreſs of Officers, but retaining, what it can- 
not be expected that they ſhould ſuddenly be able to lay aſide; 
the Prejudices which they had imbibed in the Ranks, and all 
the Ardour of trifling Competition in which their Station had 
once engaged them. What could be expected from their 
Councils and Direction? Can it be imagined that they would 
enquire impartially into the original Cauſe of the Diſpute, 
that they would attend equally to the Parties, endeavour by 
Mildneſs and Candour to ſoften the Malevolence of each, and 
terminate the Diſpute by ſome addreſsful Expedient, or decent 
Accommodation ? He ſurely maſt be very little acquainted 
vith the vulgar Notions of Bravery and Honour, that could 
form any Hopes of ſuch Conduct. 

* The plain Soldier, Sir, has not accuſtomed himſelf to re- 
pulate his Motions by Reaſon, nor has learned any more of 
Honour, than that it conſiſts in adhering invariably to his Pre- 
tenfions, even though he ſhould diſcover that they are falſe, 
and in reſenting Aﬀronts with the utmoſt Rigour, even when 
they were provoked by himſelf ; he is taught, that it is his Bu- 
neſs to conquer in whatever Cauſe, and, that to deſiſt from 
any of his Attempts, or retract any of his Aſſertions, is un- 
worthy of a Man of Honour. 

Warm with ſuch Notions as theſe, Sir, would ſuch Offi- 
cers, as have been recommended by the honourable Gentleman, 


apply 


3 K 
apply themſelves to the Termination of Differences, without 
any Knowledge of the Laws of Society, without amy ſettled 
Ideas of the different Rights of different Perſons ; they would 
| have nothing in View but the Honour of their Profeſſion, 
nor endeavour to ſupport it by any other Method than that of 
Violence. If a Soldier was affronted by a Farmer, they would 
1 probably lay his Territories waſte, and ravage his Planta 
tions like an Enemy's Country ; if another diſagreed with 
his Landlord, they would adviſe him to make good bis Quar- 
ters, to invade the Magazines of Proviſion ' without Re- 
ſtraint, to force the Barricadoes of the Cellar, and to forage 
in the Stables without Controul. | | 
© But Gentlemen, Sir, are proper Judges of Debates between 
the Army and the reſt of the Community, becauſe they are 
equally related to both Parties, as Men who poſſeſs or expect 
Eſtates, or who are allied to thoſe whoſe Influence ariſes from 
their Property. As Men bred in Aﬀuence and Freedom, and 
acquainted with the Bleſſings of our Conſtitution, and the 
Neceſſity of civil Government, they cannot willingly contri- 
bute to the Increaſe of the military Power, and as Members of 
the Army they cannot but be deſirous to ſupport their own 
Rank, and to hinder their Profeſſion from ſinking into Con- 
tempt ; it is therefore their Care to repreſs Inſolence on one 
Part, and to prevent Oppreſſion on the other, to ſtop Dil. 
ſentions in their Beginning, and reconcile all the different Pre- 
tenſions of the People and Soldiers. 
I am indeed ſurprized, Sir, to hear the Promotion of 
Serjeants recommended by the honourable Gentleman, who 
has ſo often ſtrained his Lungs, and exhauſted his Invention, 
to explain how much our Conſtitution is endangered by the 
| Army ; how readily thoſe Men will concur in the Abolition of 
l | Property who have nothing to loſe, and how eaſily they may 
| be perſwaded to deſtroy the Liberties of their Country, who 
are already cut off from the Enjoyment of them who, there- 
fore can only behold with Envy and Malevolence thoſe 
Advantages which they cannot hope to poſſeſs, and which 
produce in them no other Effects than a quicker Senſe of 
their own Miſery. | 
Upon what Principles, Sir, any Gentleman can form 
thoſe Notions, or with what View he can ſo long and fo ſtu- 
diouſly diſperſe them, it is his Province to explain, for the 
only Reaſon that can be offered by any other Perſon for his 
inceſſant Declamations, the Deſire of ſecuring his Country 
from the Oppreſſion of a ſtanding Army, is now for ever over- 
thrown by this new Propoſal ; which, if it were to be re- 
ceiv'd, would in a very few Years produce an Army proper 


to be employed in the Execution of the moſt — 
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| 6. 62) | | 
ſigns, an Army that could be of no ather Uſe than to gratify - 
an ambitiogs Prince or a wicked Miniſtry, as it would be 
commanded, not by Men who had loſt their Liberty, but by 
Men who neyer enjoyed it; by Men who would aboliſh our 
Conſtitution. without knowing that they were engaged in any 
criminal Undertaking, Who have no other Senſe of the En- 
joyment of Authority than that it is the Power of acting with- 
out Controul ; who have no Knowledge of any other Laws 
than the Commands of their Superiors. 

* To Men like theſe, Sir, to Men raiſed up from Poy 
and Servility to Rank and Power, to Ignorance inveſted with 
Command, and to Meanneſs elated with Preferment, would 
any real, Patriot, any zealous Aſſertor of Liberty, any inflexi- 
ble Enemy to the Corruptions of the Miniſtry, conſign the 
Protection of his Country, and intruſt to theſe our Happineſs, 
our Properties and our Lives ?, | 

* Whether the honourable Gentleman has changed any of the 
Sentiments which he has hitherto appeared to admit with regard 
to the Army ; whether this new Determination is only an In- 
ſtance of that Inconſfiſtency which is ſcarcely to be avoided in 
the Vindication of a bad Cauſe ; or whether he was betrayed 
to it only by his Hatred of the Adminiſtration, which would 
prompt him to recant hisown Advice, if it ſhould happen to 
be approved, I will not pretend to determine: But I muſt la- 
ment on this Occaſion the Entertainment which the Houſe 
will loſe, by the eternal Ceſſation of any Harrangues on 
the Army, ſince he cannot now declaim on either Part with- 
out contradicting his former Declarations. 

Nor will the honourable Gentleman find leſs Difficulty 
in proving, that Juſtice rather than Policy requires the Pro- 
motion of Serjeants to Commiſſions. Military Preferments 
are always at the Diſpoſal of the Crown ; nor can any Right 
be pretended to them but ſuch as ariſes from the Cuſtom 
which has been generally followed in conferring them, which 
is not 'only variable at Pleaſure, but has never been at any 
Time regularly obſerved. The Order of Rotation has been 
ſuffered ſometimes to proceed, becauſe of two Perſons other- 
wiſe equal, he that has ſerved longeſt may plead the moſt 
Merit; but the Plea of Service has been always over-ruled by 
Birth or powerful Recommendation. And tho', Sir, it is 
natural for Men diſappointed to complain, yet as thoſe Offi- 
cers, whoſe Preferment has been delayed, were not thought 
in reality to haye received any Injury, their Murmurs have 
been the leſs regarded. 4 

* It might be expected, Sir, from a Patriot, a Lamenter of 
the Degeneracy of Mankind, and an inflexible Opponent of 


Corruption, that he ſhould confider rather Facts than Perſons ; 


that he ſhould regulate his Deciſion by the invariable Princi- 
Vor. XIII. x 0 ples 
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ples of Reaſon and Juſtice, and gat therefor be hol; 
applaud at one Time what he condemns at another. 

"© But this Gentleman ſeems to have eftablihid ſhine ow 
Maxims of Conduct, and perhaps upon new Notions ef Mo- 
rality ; for he ſeems to imagine, that his Friends may ſeize 
as their Right, what his Adverſaries cannot touch without 
Robbery, t ogh the Claim of both be the ſame. © 

It is well known, Sir, to the whole Army, that a noble 
Perſon whoſe Abilities are ſo loudly celebrated, whoſe Vir- 
tues are ſo liberally praiſed, and whoſe Removal from his 
military Employments is fo ſolemnly lamented as a\publick 


Calamity, obtain'd his firſt Prefermemis by Pretenfions very 
— fre 


different from military Merit; and that at the Age 
Seventeen, a Time of Life in which, whatever — 
Abilities, very little Prudence or Experience = niſin Ws 
ed, he was advanced to the Command of a R 

exalted above many Officers whoſe known Bravery and fe 
quent Hazard entitled them to Favour. 

I do not affert that he was undeſervedly promoted, or 
condemn thoſe who either ſolicited or granted his Commiſ- 
ſion. I maintain only that what was then reafonable and juſt, 
is not now either iniquitous or ridiculous, and different per- 
ſons in the ſame Circamſtances have a Right ad the: _ 
Treatment, 

In the Reign of Queen Ah, a Reign, Sir, A ee 
Briton recollecis with ſo much Satisfaction, and 'wbich wi will 
for ever afford Examples of the wiſeſt Councils, and moſt 
ſucceſsful Wars, when new Regiments were to be raiſed it 
was far from being thought neceſſary to obſerve this Gentle- 
man's favourite Method of Rotation ; Poſts were filled, not 
with the Officers of other Regiments, that Room might be 
left for the Promotion of Serjeants, but with Gentlemen who 
had never ſeen a Battle, or learned any Part of the military 
Diſcipline. 2 

But tho', Sir, the Regulation of our Army ; by thus vio- 
lently attacked, the greateſt Crime of the Miniſtry is, in this 
Gentleman's Opinion, that of levying new Troops, when 
we have no Employment for our Standing Forces; of laying 
unneceſſary Impoſitions upon the Nation, and alarming them 
with the Fears of an Invaſion, only that the Army uright be 
encreaſed. 

© On this Head, Sir, a Declaration of the Duke of Mar/- 
borough has been produced, with a great Pomp of Circum- 
ſtances, and ſuch a ſeeming Accuracy of Narration, that the 
Attention of the Houſe was engaged, and the Account was 
receiv'd with all the Solemnity of univerſal Silence, and with 
the Veneration due to ſo high an Authority i in a Queſtion of 
fo much Importance. Ide 
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© 'The SubjeR is indeed ſo worthy of Regatd, that I thinks 
e ing it up ; and 
therefore" take the Liberty of adding to the Honourable 
Gentleman's Relation, what I hope will be heard with equal 
Curioſity, the Method by which that great Commander pro- 
poſed to put a Stop to an Invaſion with ſo ſmall a Number. 
He was: very far, Sir, from imagining that be ſhould 
be able to repel them by open Force ; he was far from being 
ſo confident of his Superiority in military Skill, as to imagine 
that he — 2 them by Stra ; and therefore he 
defigned; ing the Villages deſtroying the Coun- 
try, © deptive them of the Mere of —ͤ—ͤ—ñö' and harraſs 
them with Famine ; to hover at a Diſtance, and cat off thoſe 
Parties which Neceflity ſhould force out to forage, till a Body 
of Troops could be afſembled ſufficient to overthrow them in 
a Battle, or to drive them back to- their Ships. f 
Such was the Scheme, Sir, as I have been inform'd, of 

this great Man, nor perhaps, can any other be ſfruck out by 
human Abilities, where greater Numbers are to be oppos d 
by ſmaller. But this Scheme, though preferable, in the laſt 
Extremities, to Slavery, is ſuch as cannot be mention'd with- 
out Horror, and of which the Execution ought to be avoid- 
ed by every Expedient that can be praftisd without the 
Danger of our Liberties. We ought certainly not to reje&t - 
a nauſeous Medicine, by which that Health is preſerv'd, 
which, if loſt, can only be reſtor'd by the Amputation of a 
Limb. | 3 

As it was therefore neceſſary, Sir, to ſecure our Coaſis 
from an Invaſion, it was neceſſary to raiſe new Troops for 

the Weſt- India Expedition; nor did this Method produce 
any Delay, for the Regiments were compleated a long Time 

before the Ships of War, and the Tranſports were ready to 
canvoy and receive. them, nor could the utmoſt Ardoar and 
Diligence diſpatch them ſooner from our Coaſts. 

* The Ships, Sir, were by the Violence of a Froſt, 
ſcarcely exampled, retain'd for a long Time in. the Har- 
bours, without a Poſſibility of being put to Sea; when they 
were all aſſembled at the Place appointed for their Conjunction, 
they waited for a Wind; all the Delay that can be objected, 
was produc'd by the Seaſons, of which the Regulation was 
in no Man's Power. Tack 
But the Time, Sir, which was unwillingly ſpent in the 
Camp, was not however loſt or miſemploy'd, for the Troops 
were, by the Order of the General, every Day exercis'd, 
and inſtructed in the Art of War, ſo that what was loft in 
Time, was more than recompens'd' by the Advantage of 
better Diſcipline. 


TEE EY? ASF AFS AFS TEPERIIAET ST OTE +> 


X 2 Nor 


vedctives and ludicrous Deſcriptiqns ; there were not 4 
among them many grey headed Warriors, nor were 


Tg) 


© Nor did theſe Troops appear an Herd ſo 
elende, as they have been — by m 


former Campaigns and paſt Exploits, the Subjects of . 
Converſation ; but there was not one amongſt them Who 


did not appear ready to ſuffer, in the Cauſe of his Country, 
all that the moſt harden'd Veteran could undergo, or whoſe 
Alacrity and Eagerneſs did not promiſe Perſeverance in the 
March, and Intrepidity in the Battle. 

Their General, Sir, who ſaw them neſs their Riter- 
ciſes, declar'd how much he was ſatisfied with their Profici- 
ency, applauded their Appearance, and expreſs'd his Conk- 
dence in their Courage ; nor do I doubt, but our Enemies 
will find, that it is not neceſſary to ſend out our moſt formi- 
dable Forces to humble them, and that the Youth of Great- 
_ will compenſate their Want of Experience by their 


Gif. I, Sir, have been drawn aſide from the preſent Que- 
* it is by following, perhaps, with an Exactneſs too 
ſcrupulous, the Hon. Gentleman, whoſe Propoſitions I have 


now ſhewn to be erroneous, and whoſe Reproaches will, 1 


believe, now appear rather the Effects of Diſappointment 


than of Zeal ; and therefore I think it now neceſſary to retum 


Mr Greenville, - 


as he thinks, and to act as his Conſcience dictates. ; 


to the Buſineſs before us, the Conſideration of the preſent 


'Eftabliſhment, from which, as it was approv'd by the Duke 


of Mar/borough, and has been defended with very 
Arguments by .one of the moſt experienc'd Officers of the 
preſent Age, I cannot think it ſafe or prudent to depart. 


Mr Greenville ſpoke next to the following Effect: 
Sir, 
* As a noble Perſon has been frequently hinted at in this 
Debate, to whom my Relation is well known; and whom, 
as I know him well, I have the ſtrongeſt Motives to reve- 
rence and honour, I cannot forbear to give, on this Occaſi- 
on, an Atteſtation which he will be allowed to deſerve by 
all thoſe whom Intereſt has not blinded, and Corruption de- 
raved. 

l It will be allowed, Sir, that he is one of thoſe who are 
indebted for their Honours only to Merit, one whom the 
Maiice of a Court cannot debaſe, as its Favour cannot exalt ; 
he is one of thoſe whoſe Loſs of Employments can be a Re- 
proach only to thoſe who take them from him, as he can- 
not forfeit them but by performing his Duty, and can only 
give Offence by ſteady Integrity, and a Reſolution to ſpeak 


— 


It is ſurely, Sir, no Loſs to the noble Perſon to be de- 
barred from any Fellowſhip with Men like theſe. Nothing 
can be more unpleaſing to Virtue. than ſuch a Situation as 
lays it under a Neceſſity of beholding Wickedneſs that can- 
not be reformed ; as the Sight of a Peſt-houſe muſt raiſe 
Horror, though we ſhould ſuppoſe the Spectator ſecure from 
the Contagion. | 


Then Mr Ord ſtood up and ſpoke as follows: 
Fir, | 

* As I cannot approve the Scheme now propos'd for aug- 
menting our Forces, I ſhall endeavour to ſhew why the As. Mr Ord, 
guments, by which it has hitherto been ſupported, have fail- 
ed to convince me, ' and ſhall lay before the Houſe ſome Rea- 
ſons againſt it, to which I ſhall expect an Anſwer, before I 
ſhall think that I can agree to it, without ſquandering the 
Money which my Conſtituents have intruſted me with the 
Diſpoſal of. | 

* The Argument, Sir, with which this Motion - was in- 
troduc'd, which is indeed the ſtrongeſt that has yet been of- 
ſer d, was, that this Eſtimate is leſs expenſive than one that 
was laid before the Houſe in a late Reign, and that therefore 
it could not reaſonably be charged with Extravagance. 

* Let us now confider this Argument with that Care 
which is required by the Importance of the Queſtion ; let us 
inquire what Conſequences will follow from it, and to 
what previous Suppoſitions it muſt owe its Force. 

The Argument, Sir, evidently ſuppoſes that the Eſti- 
mate in the Reign of King William, was drawn up without 
any Intention to deceive the Houſe, or to raiſe Money for 
Purpoſes different from thoſe, for which it was really expen- 
ded. But if we ſuppoſe that Eſtimate to be fraudulently 
calculated, this may contain the ſame Fallacies in a lower 
Degree, and the only Merit that can be claim'd by the Au- 
thors of it, will be, that they are not the molt rapacious 
Plunderers of their Country ; and that however they may be 
charged with Profuſion of public Money, they are yet more 
modeſt than ſome of their Predeceſſors. 

But it is known, Sir, that in the Reign of King Willi- 
en, very ſew Eſtimates were honeltly computed * is 
. | own 
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a to their Demands, 


Authority, though they might ſometimes pa 

without Cenſure; for it is to be confidered, that 
quency of new Elections, the Part of the Mem 
were often unacquainted with the State of publick A 
and that an Army was fo little known to this Kingdom, that 
the true Expence of it might eaſily be concealed. 

Nor is this, Sir, the only Fallacy of this Argument; for 
it ſuppoſes likewiſe, that the Nation 1s no leſs wealthy than in 
the Time when that Computation was offered, with which 
this is ſo triumphantly compared. For every Man knows 
that publick as well as private Expences are to be proporti 
oned to the Revenue by which they are ſupplied, and that 
the Charges which are eaſily ſupported at one Time; | may 
threaten Ruin at another. 5 | 

But unhappily, Sir, it is evident, that, ſince the Days of 
that King, the Nation has been exhauſted by a long and 
waſteful War, and ſince, by a Peace equally deſtructive; it 
is embaraſſed with an enormous Debt, and intangled in Tres 
ties, of which the Support may call every Day for new Ex- 
pences ; it has ſuffered fince that Time a thouſand Loſſes, but 
gained no Advantage, and yet the Expences of that Time are hic 
mentioned as an Example to be compared with thoſe which vil 
are propoſed in this. 

* The Difference of the Condition of the Brit Nation Aa 
at thoſe two Periods of Time, Sir, is not leſs than that of the lecic 
Strength of the ſame Man in the Vigour of Vouth, And the Expe 
Frigidity of old Age, in the Fluſh of Health and the Langvot f cc 
of Diſeaſe, of the ſame Man newly riſen from Reſt and Plenty, ls, 
and debilitated with Hunger and Fatigue. ; 

* To make ſuch a Compariſon, Sir, betrays at leaſt a very By 
criminal Inſenfibility of the public Miſery, if it may not be oft 
charged with greater Malignity. I know not whether thoſe Wl dere 
who ſhall hear of this Debate, may not impute ſuch Reflexi- Wl de ac 
ons rather to Cruelty than Negligence, and imagine that thoſe n N 
who ſquander the Treaſure of the Nation, take Pleaſure in Nun 
reproaching that Poverty which their Counſels produce, and Wl dee 
indulge their own Vanity by contemplating the Calamities 
from which they are themſelves ſecure, and to which —— nd « 

| inde 


3 1 
indebted for 'their own Fortunes, 
and an or Oppranitt of rege, that an Eſti- 
mate which requires leis than that which has been-mention- 
ed, Fn Cnr many. | Nation can now raiſe, with- 
out - Apt py — 9 
the Ad can be our new Forces. 
Nor is. it ſufficient- — thoſe of former 
Times ;*for/as it ought to be the Care of the Government 
to preſerve che Eaſe and Happineſs of the People, it ſhould 
be — . * eee the national 
Wealth. | 
© The Right honourable Gendeman 'qonfeſſs, Sir, that 
Frugality ta Virtue, and his A , that to con- 
ta is an Argument of prudent Meaſures ; why 
then is He afraid of carrrying Virtue to a greater Height, of 
making the Burthen till more light, and 77 the 
> Eſtimate that can be propoſed, when it is aſſerted by thoſe 
whoſe Authority is moſt worthy of Regard, that it will — | 
10 Weakneſs in our Trepe, nor give our Enemies any Su- 

, | 
724 2e pretend any other Skill bey Afﬀairs,” than 
may be gained by caſual Converſation with Soldiers, and by | 
a curfory Obſervation of daily Occurrences ; but I ſpeak with 
rreate# Confidence on this Occaſion, becauſe I do not think 
iy other Qualifications neceſſary for the Determination of 
this hn, than a Habit of juſt Reaſoning and Freedom 
from the Prejudices of - Intereſt. | 

Every Man knows, Sir, without a military Education, 
that it is imprudent to purchaſe any thing at a greater Price 
which may be at a leſs; and that when the ſame Sum 
vill buy two Things, of which one is evidently preferable to 
the other, the beſt ought to be choſen. 

* If the Application of either of theſe two Pofitions will 
decide this Controverſy, there will be no need of recurring to 
Experience, of citing the Authority of foreign Commanders, 
of comparing the Actions of the Germans and Brit Gene- 
als, or of enquiring how Battles have been Joſt, or to what 
Cauſes ViRtories are to be aſcribed. 

It is evident, Sir, that the Scheme now propoſed, is twice us 
coſtly as that which is recommended in Oppoſition to it; and 
therefore unleſs it will produce twice the Advantage, it muſt 
acknowledged to be imprudently choſen. The Advantage 
n War is to be rated by comparing the Strength of different 
Numbers in different Circamſtances, and enquiring what De- 
fee of Superiority will be found. 

If we ſuppoſe, Sir, two Bodies of Men equally armed 
define oppoſed 19 each oxeryithou any Adr me 
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- 8:40 cangot be abjetted to this Seggolinn, Ker, that no ſach 
Event is recorded in Hiſtory, becauſe! in War many Cauſes 
really act which cannot'be-eftimated ;- one Army may confift 
of Soldiers more cou and more confident in the Juſtice 
of their Cauſe, unforſeen Accidents may operate, Orders ma 
. be miſtaken, or Leaders may be miſinformed 3 but all: 
Conſiderations ars to be ſet aſide in Speculation, becauſe te 
may equally be alledged on either Part. 

Two Bodies of Men, Sir, equally numerous, being there- 
fore ſuppoſed equal, it is to be enquired how either may be 
ſuperior to the other. It is propoſed on one Part to produce 
this Effect by doubling the Number of Officers rather than 
increaſing — of the Soldiers; and the other, to double the 
Soldiers under the ſame Officers, the Expence being the ſame 
of both Methods. 

When two Armies modelled according to theſe —— 
Schemes enter the Field, what Event can be expected ? Ri- 
ther five Thouſand Men with a double Number of , Officers, 
muſt be equal to ten Thouſand differently regulated, or the 
Public has paid more for Aſſiſtance of the Officers than its real 
Value, and has choſen of two Methods equally n ol 
which is leaſt efficacious. 

This, Sir, is the State of the Queſtion now before " 
our preſent Deficiency is not of Men but Money, and we may 
procure ten Thouſand Men regulated like the foreign. Troops, 
at the ſame Expence as five Thouſand in the Form propoſed; 
but I am afraid that no Man will be found to aſlert, that the 
Addition of Officers will be equivalent to a double Number of 
Soldiers. 

© Thus it is evident, Sir, evident to Demonſtration, chat 
the moſt expenſive Method is at the ſame time, the leaſt ad- 
vantagious, and that the Propoſal of new Regiments is intend- 
ed to augment the Strength of the Miniſtry ee than of 
the Army. 

If we ſuppoſe, Sir, what is more chan any Foreigner 
will grant, that the additional Officers raiſe a Body of five 
Thouſand Men to an Equality with fix Thouſand, is not the 
Pay of four Thouſand Men apparently thrown away ?.and do 
not the Officers receive a Reward which their Service cannot 
deſerve ? Would it not be far more rational to raiſe ſeven 
Thouſand, by which our Army would be ſtronger by 3 
ſeventh Part, and as the Pay of three Thouſand would 'be 
ſaved, the Publick would be richer by almoſt a Third. 

125 Surely, Sir, numerical Arguments cannot but deſerve 
ſome Conſideration, even from thoſe who have leaned 

ng 


| | | ( 65 ) | ; 
Praftice to explain away mere Probability at Pleaſure, 


to Queſtions, and 
ew tht which may b product in Por of cher 
nions 4 * 
"In the preſent Queſtion, Sir, there is very little Room 
for Fallacy, nor do I fee what remains to the Deciſion of 
it, but that thoſe Gentlemen, who have been acquainted 
with military Operations, ſhould inform us, what Degree of. 
Superiority is conferred by any aſſignable Number of Officers ;. 
that we may compare their Service with the Price, and diſ- 
2 whether the I not n greater 
Advanta F 
The Experience of the late War may inne, Sir, that 
thoſe Troops which have the greateſt Number of Officers 
are not always victorious ; for our Eſtabliſhment never ad- 
mitted the ſame, or nearly the ſame Number with that of 
the French, our Enemies; nevertheleſs we. ſtill boaſt of 
our ViRries ;' nor is it certain that we might not have 
been equally ſucceſsful, cho the Number of our 2 had 
been yet leſs. 
a Foreigners, Sir, are very far from diſcovering the De- 
feft of their own Eſtabliſhment, or imagining chat they 
ſhould become-more formidable by imitating our Methods. 
When I travelled, I took Opportunities of converſing with 
the Generals of thoſe Nations which are moſt famous ſor 
the Valour of their Troops, and was, informed by them, 
that they thought a Multitude of Officers by no Means uſe- 
ful, and that they were ſo far from 338 their 
own Regulation changed, that they ſhould make no Scruple 
of recommending it to other Nations, who in their 
nion, ſquandered their Treaſure upon aſeleſs Commiſſions, 
and increaſed the Calamities of War by unneceſſary Bur» 
thens. 
f hope no Man will think it ſufficient to reply to theſe 
Arguments with general Aſſertions, or will deny the Ne- 
ceſſity of Frugality, and extol the Opulence of the Nation, 
the Extent of our Commerce, and the Happineſs: of our 
Condition. Such indeed, Sir, is the Method of Argumen- 
tation made uſe of by the Hireling Scriblers of the Court, 
who, becauſe they feel none of the publick Calamities, re- 
prefent all Complaints as criminal Murmurs, and charge 
thoſe with Sedition who petition only for Relief. Wretches 
like theſe would celebrate our Victories, though our Coun- 
try ſhould be over-run by an Invader, would praiſe the 
Lenity of any Government by which themſelves ſhould be 
ſpared, and — boaſt of the Happineſs of Plenty, when 
half the People ſhould be languiſhing with F amine. 
Vor. XIII. y 1 
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Proſtitutes like theſe has any Effect here, nor ſhould [ 
thought them worthy of 'the leaſt Notice, had it not been 
proper to enquire, whether thoſę may not be juſtly, fi 
ed of ſome Inclination to deceive, even in this Hou! e, by 
whom the moſt profligate of Mankind are openly 
the Promulgation of Falſhood, and the en by 
ruption. 3a 2 

1 is indeed, Sir, artful, in thoſe who. are... ly 5. 
pairing our Honour and Influence, to endeayour to, co 
from the People their own Weakneſs, that Weakneſs | 
is ſo well known in foreign Countries, that every. Wien is 
encouraged to inſult us ; and by which it may reaſonably 
g's that new Enemies will, in a ſhort, Time, be 
rai 

The late Changes 4 in our military Regulations have in ins 
deed taken away all the Terror of our Arms; - thoſe Troops 
are now no longer dreaded, by which the, Liberties, af 
Europe were recover d, and the French reduced 80 abandan 
their Schemes of univerſal Empire, for the Defence of their 
own Country, becauſe the Officers by whom they were 
formerly conducted to Glory and to Victory, are now diſ- 
miſſed, and Men advanced. to their Poſts, who are neither 
feared nor known. 

© When the Duke of 4rgy/e was lately deprived, of, his 
Command, the Spaniards. could not conceal their Satisfac- 
tion; they beſtowed, however. unwillingly, the bigheſt E © 
negyric upon his Bravery and Conduct, by ſhewing that he 
was the only Briton of whom they were afraid. Nor di 
their Allies the French diſcover leſs Exultation z 2 
them it was declared, that the Nation was now diſarm 
that either no War was intended, or that none could be 
ſucceſsfully proſecuted, ſince, as they made no. Scruple to 
aſſert, thongh I know. not whether I ought to repeat it, we 
have no other Man capable of commanding Armies, or con- 
ducting any great Deſign. 

* I am informed that this illuſtrious Warrior, whoſe Abi- 
lities are ſufficiently atteſted by thoſe Enemies that have 
felt their Prevalence, is of Opinion, that the . Number. of 
Officers now required is not neceſſary, and has declared that 
he ſhould with equal Confidence undertake either Invaſion 
'or Defence, with Forces modelled after the German Caron, 
And ſince I have ſhown that ;unleſs the Troops ſo regula 
are equivalent to a double Number added to 1 
Regiments, Part of the Expence of the Officers is evidently 
ſquandered, I ſhall vote againſt the Motion, , unleſs it be 
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oak which I believe will not WAA 
bod of & Regiment is doubled by doubling the Officers 


Gaal Wads ſpoke next to the following Effet: 
__— 
6 © The learned Gentleman who ſpoke laſt, muſt be ac: General Wade, 
ledged to have diſcovered. a very ſpecious Method of 

= oning, — to have carried 1 Enquiry ag far,as Spe- 

without Experience can hope to proceed, hut bas in 
— Opinion admitted a falſe Principle, by which al his Ar- 
gument has been perplexed, - | 
* He ſuppoſes that the Advantages maſt be always in 
Proportion to the Money expended in procuring them, and 
that therefore if ſive thouſand Men, raiſed at any given Coſt 
will be equal to ten Thoufand, they ought, if they are re- 
gulated according to an Eſtabliſh ment of Touble the Charge, 
to be able to encounter ten Thouſand. 
© But in this Suppoſition, Sir, he forgets, chat che Poſſi- 
bility of Eoſs is to be thrown into the Balance againſt the 
Advantage of the Expence ſaved; and that tho' the Stren a 
of the Troops be not encreaſed in Proportion to the 
creaſe of the Coſt, yet the additional Security againſt a 
great Loſs may juſtly entitle the maſt expenſive Regulation 
to the Preference. 
© Suppoſe five Thouſand Men to be brought, into the 
Field againft fix Thouſand, if they can by multiplying their 
Officers at a double Expence be enabled to engage ſucceſs- 
fully a Body ſuperior in Number by only 'a ſixth Part, the 
Nation may be juſtly ſaid to gain all that would have been 
loſt by ſuffering a Defeat. _ 
That we ought not to chuſe a worſe Method when 
we can diſcover a better, is indiſputably true, but which 
Method is worſe or better, can be diſcovered only by Expe- 
rience. The laſt War has taught us, that our Troops in 
their preſent Eſtabliſhment are ſuperior to the Forces of 
France, but how much-they might ſuffer by any Alteration | 
it is not poſſible to foreſee. 

Succeſs is gained by Courage, and Courage is produced 
by an Opinion of Superiority ; and it may eaſily be ima- 
gined, that our Soldiers, who judge of their own Strength 
only by Experience, imagine their own Eſtabliſhment and 
Diſcipline advanced to the higheſt Perfection; nor would 
they expect any other Conſequences from an Alteration of 
it, but Weakneſs and Defeats. It is therefore dangerous to 
change the Model of our Forces, becauſe it is dangerous to 


depreſs the Spirit of our Soldiers. 
y 2 Tho? 


Mr Henry Fox. 


| 
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 Tho'it is confeſſed, Sir; that the French, bes wake 
are ſtill more numerous, have been conquer'd by our Troops, 


it muſt be likewiſe alledged, that they had us far 
eaſier Victories had their Officers been wanting; for to 


them are they indebted for their ſts wherever 
have been ſucceſsful, and for their Reſiſtance wherever they 


have been with Difficulty defeated ; their Soldiers 'are a 


ſpiritleſs Herd, and were they not invigorated by the Example 
of their Leaders, and reſtrained by the Fear of inſtant Pu- 
niſhment, would fly at the Approach of any Enemy, with- 
out waiting for the Attack. 

I cannot therefore, Sir, but be of Opinion, that the Ne- 
ceſſity of a large Number of Officers may be learned even 
from the Behaviour of thoſe Troops which have been un- 
ſucceſsful; fince it is certain, that tho' they have been oſten 
overcome, they have generally reſiſted with eng 
and retired with great Order. 
© Tf thoſe who are only ſpeculative Warriors ſhall i imagine 
that their Arguments are not confuted, I can only repeat what 
I declared when I firſt attempted to deliver my Sentiments in 
this Debate, that I do not pretend to be very ſkilful in the 
Arts of Diſputation, I, who claim no other Title than that 
of an old Soldier, cannot hope to prevail much by my-Ora- 
fory ; it is enough for-me that I am confident of confating 
thoſe Arguments in the 4 ield, which I oppoſe i in Parliament. 


Henry Fox, Eſq; ſpoke next to the following Effect. 


Sir, | 
I am far from thinking that this Queſtion has been hither- 


to fully explained by thoſe who have either conſider u it 
only as a Diſpute about Money, or a Queſtion merely ſpecu- 


lative concerning the Proportions between different Degrees 


of Expence, and Probability of Succeſs. In a War of this 
Kind Expence is the laſt and loweſt Confideration, and where 
Experience may be conſulted, the Conjectures of Speculation 
ought to have no Weight. 

* The Method, Sir, by which our Troops have hitherto 
been regulated, is well known to have produced Succeſs be- 
yond our Expectations, to have exalted us to the Arbitration 
of the World, to have reduced the French to change their 
Threats of forcing a Monarch upon us into Petitions for 
Peace, and to have eſtabliſhed the Liberties of almoſt every 
Nation of the World that can call itſelf free. 

Whether this Method, Sir, ſo ſucceſsful, ſo eaſy, and 
ſo formidable, ſhall be changed; ; whether it ſhall be changed 
at a Time when the whole. Continent is in Commotion, and 


every Nation calling Soldiers to its Standard; when the 
French, 
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ok A Time the our Army ſhall be « 
to ſave, upon — Computation only thirty d 


Pounds, is the preſent 


Bs On ſuch a Queſtion, Sir, | cannot wheres, without Alto: 
Pu- niſhment, any Man deliberati le Moment 10 


for a fan 

ſuſpend our Opinion in this Gile, w be to balance our 
Lives, our Liberties, our 8 and our Poſterity, a- 
gainſt thirty thouſand Pounds. 

© The Effects of our preſent Method, Sir, are well known 
to ourſelves, our Confederates, our Enemies, to every Man that 
has heard the Name of Blenheim and Ramelies ; the Conſe- 
quences of the Eſtabliſhment, now contended for, our moſt . 
experienc'd Commanders own themſelves. unable to foreſee, 
and I am far from believing that theoretical Diſquiſitions can 


Ve- 
ven 
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hat enable any Man to make great Diſcoveries in Military Affairs. 
in Our own Inexperience of the Method which is ſo warmly | 
the recommended, is not the ſtrongeſt Objection to it, tho” eve: 

hat this ought, in my Opinion, to reſtrain us. from trying it a 

= this hazardous ConjunQure. But ſince Arguments, LED 
ing negative, may be thought overbalanced by the Proſpect of 


ſaving eo I ſhall lay before the Houſe, what Effects the 
Want of Officers has — with R to thoſe Nations, 
whoſe Poverty has laid them under a Neceſſity of parſimoni- 

ous Eſtabliſhments. 

When the Germans were defeated by the French in the 
late War, I was at the Court of 7 urin, where the Battle 
was, as it may eaſily be ſuppoſed, the reigning Subject of Con- 
verſation, — where they did not want Opportunities of in- 
ſorming themſelves minately of all the Circumſtances which 
contribute to the Event; it was there, Sir, univerſally de- 
termined, that- the Germans loſt the Day merely for want 
of Officers. 

It was obſerved alſo, Sir, that ſome Troops which were 
once courted and feared by all the neighbouring Potentates, 
had loſt their Reputation i in latter Times, of which no Rea- 
ſon could be alledg'd, but that they had leſſened the Number 
of their Officers; ſuch is the Change in the Model of the 
Walloons, and ſuch is the Conſequence produced by it. | 


5 I am very far, Sir, from thinking, that Reaſon is not 
nd to be conſulted in Military Operations as in other Affairs, 
ed and have no leſs Satisfaction than the learned Gentleman 


who ſpoke laſt but one, in clear and demonſtrative Deduc- 


tions; but in this Queſtion, Reaſon itſelf informs me, that 
Regard 
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therefore, Sir, make no Enquil 
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yrinto the Abi 
of 190 Generals by whom theſe cont lions are” Qe. 
ended, S r Actions of their 


nowiedge It is ſufficient for mie that the one 4s 
pong 8. _— ders, and that the Opinion of the other can 
N of King William, 


'the Duke of Msr. 
hors 7 9 8865 of the lat War. 

et, Sir, if Parſiniony be a Virtue"at this Time: i 

4 rr deen it may be urged in Favour of this Eſti. 

mate, that it will be leſs expenſive than thoſe that have been 

fotmerly offered; and that as afl Changes dught to be l 

this may be confidered as the firſt * towards a a le. 


duRtion of the publick Charge. El 
Then Mr. Alderman Heathcote ſpoke coth following Purpoſe 
Sir, 


8S5 


Mr, Heathcote, It was not without Aſtoniſhment that T heard the le 
rable Gentleman Who ſpoke lately, conclude his Remarks 
with an Attempt to renew our Apprehenſions' of the Pre- 
tender, a chimerical” Invader, and an Entity in che Clouds, 
without Spirit, and without Forces, without Dominjons; 
without Money, and without Allies ; a miſerable Foyitive 
that has not a Friend in this Kingdom, or none but ſuch'as 
are exaſperated by thoſe, whom the Men, that mention him 
with ſo much Terror, are attempting to vindicste. 

The Vanity, Sir, of ſuch Fears, the Folly of Ain 
them if they are real, and of counterfeitin — if they are 
falſe, has been ſufficiently expoſed in this | Freon by my ho- 

| able Friend; but as he thought it unneceſlary to employ 
uments in Proof of what cannot be denied, and believed it 

22 ient to ridicule a Panic which he ſuppoſed-merely po- 
8 I Who judge, perhaps, more favourably of the Sin- 
cerity 'of ſome, and more tenderly of the Cowardice of others, 
ſhall endeavour to ſhew, that the frequent Revolutions which 
have happened in this Nation, afford us no Reaſon ſor ſear- 
ing another equally ſudden and unforeſeen i in Favour of r 
Pretender. | 

The Government, Sir, is always fronger, as it is com- 

plicated with the private Intereſt of more Individuals ; be- 

cauſe, though there are few that have Comprehenſion ſufficrent 

to diſcern the general Advantage of the Community, almoſt 

. every Man is capable of attending to his own ; and tho 
not many have Virtue to ſtand up in Oppoſition to the Ap- 

| proach of general Calamities, of which every one- may * 
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MES ia pray Hl oma: Lolly 
own Confeſſion, 3 ine, to 
it the Direction of another, Sentiments whic 
ie never conceived, and whick e 
Concluſion, to t with very 
SR e 6 now the 
G 'w hich he was to aſſert, or to im pon his Me- 
mory thoſe A its to which he was to a the Sand ĩon 
. his 2 He ſeems to have boldly promiſed; 5 
to have inquired what he was to fay, Ye 
12 eman often declaimed here with all the appa- 
parent Ardour of Int ey. and hoon beyrd prick that Reguen 
vhich,is only due to Virtue and Independence, 
Some of * operons are ek ſuch, however, as require 
Confutation ; Whie rhaps, „ fince he has 
produced an Ks them, A of thoſe who 
leard him, may think of much greater Weight than his own. 


'S 


He affirms, That we can fabfr Gy by an ffn an, and H: 
tom his Poſition, e 
* Lam of an Opinion very different, and having 
upon myſelf. to receive Notes 8 my 
* on, cannot forbear to ſpeak what 1 I and what the 
brace & 
or 


pblick. Proſperity requires to be n. 
larely ſuffer by many other Ca 
Treachery, or Cowardice of the Linde b | 
r ly 
ndebted for his Notes. We may ſuffer, by the Loſs of our 
gar Colonies, which may be juſtly valued at ten Milli- 


„ Theke Plantadions, which afford us almoſt all the. prafi- 
able Trade that is now left us, have been expoſed to the In- 
llts of the Enemy, without any other Guard two 
Ships, almoſt untl f Service. They haye been left to the 
rotetion of Chance, with no other. Security, at a Hm 

when 


r | 
when the Spaniards had fitted out dtn, © infet and 
FRY our Weft-Indian Colonies, | 
he Admiral, who was fent into e N t any 
e for almoſt n Year in the Ports, without Forces, 
Ships, or Ammunition, which yet Bai have been ſent in a 
few Months, had not Pretences of Delay been ſtudiouſſy in- 

vented, had not the . been obfiruied by clan- 
deſtine Expedients, and had not Man been tacitely aſ- 
| ſured, that he ſhould recommend inlet to his Soperion, by 
raiſing Difficulties,” rather than by removing them. 
'© Such was the Conduct of thoſe! who. now ſtand up "i 
the Face of their Country; and, without Diffidence or Shame, 
doaſt of their Zeal, their Aſſduity, and their Diſpatch ; who 
proclaim with an Air of triumphant; Innodehce, that no Art 
or Diligence could have been more expeditious, and' that 
| the Embarkation was only impeded by the Seaſons and the 
in 
Wich Aſſertions equally intrepid, and Arguments equal- 
ly contemptible, has the ſame Perſon, who boaſted his Ex- 
Buna endeavoured to defend the Eſtabliſhment of nem 
egiments, in Oppoſition to the Practice of foreign Nations, 
and to the Opinion of the greateſt General among us ; and, 
to ſhew how little he fears Confutation, has recommended 
his Scheme on Account of its Frugality. 

It is not to be wondered, Sir, that ſuch an Orator ſhoild 
undertake to defend the Model of the Troops ſent” to the 
Ve Indies, that he ſhould prefer Boys to Veterans, und aſ- 
ſert the Propriety't of intruſting new Levies to ' unexperien- 

ced Commanders ; for he has given us in this Debate ſuch 

Proofs of controvirkal Courage, that nothing can be ** 
imagined too arduous for him to attempt. 
His Strength, Sir, is indeed not equal to his Spi Und 
. he is frequently unſucceſsful in his moſt vigorous Efforts ; bat 
it muſt be confeſſed that he is generally overbarn only by the 
. Fotce of Truth, by a Power which few can reſiſt fo reſo- 
15 lutely as himſelf, and which therefore, though it makes no 
| Impreſſion upon 'bim, prevails upon others to leave him fome- 
times alone in the Vindication of his Poſitions. + -- 

* The Examples, Sir, of thoſe noble Perſons wie were 
advanced early to' Commiſſions, will 'be produced by him 
without Effect, becauſe the Caſes are by no Means parallel. 
They were not inveſted with Command till they had ſpent 
ſome Time in the Service, and exhibited Proofs of their Cou- 

rape and their Capacity; and it cannot be doubted,” but ſom 
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Men may diſcover at Seventeen more Merit, than ock in — 
the full Strength of Manhood. yo 
But, Sir, thete is another Conſideration of more Impor \ 


tance, 


N 1 | 
tance, which will annibilate the Parallel, and de ſtroy the 
Argument founded upon it. At the Time in which theſe 


Perſons were preferred, the Nation had bat newly ſeen an 


Army, and had therefore very few old Officers whoſe — 


rience could be truſted, or whoſe Services required to be re- 


warded :. The Miniſters were obliged to ſele& thoſe, who, 
though they did not underſtand the Military Sciences, were 
likely to attain them in a ſhort Time, and the Event has 
ſufficiently proved, that in the Choice no greater Regard was 
paid to Intereſt than to Judgment. 

It was prudent likewiſe, Sir, to chooſe young Perſons, 
ſuppoſing their Abilities equal with thoſe of others, becauſe 
the Nation was likely to poſſeſs them longer, and would not 


be reduced by an Interval of Peace to make War again - 


with raw Forces under the Direction of ignorant Comman- 
ders. | | | ; 

But this Provision, however reaſonable, the Wiſdom of 
this Miniſtry has found Means to defeat, -by detaining at 
home the diſciplined Troops, and depriving the moſt experi- 
enced Generals of their Commands, at a Time when they 
are moſt neceſſary, at a Time when the whole World is in 
Arms, when the Ambition of France is reviving its Claims, 
and the Spaniard: are preparing to invade our Colonies, 

But, Sir, though our Generals are diſcarded, we are 
ſufficiently inform'd, that it is not becauſe we are imagined 
to be in a State of 'Safety ; for the Encreaſe of our Army 
betrays our Fear, of which whether it will be diſpell'd or 
encreas'd by ſuch Meaſures, it is not difficult to determine. 


©An Army thus numerous, Sir, is, in my Opinion, and of. 


every honeſt Briton, of every one that reveres the Conſtitu- 
tion, or loves his Liberty, an Evil more to be dreaded, than 
any from which we can be defended by it. The moſt un- 
popular Act of the moſt unpopular of our Monarchs, was the 
Eſtabliſhment of a Standing Army ; nor do I know any 
Thing to be feared from the Advancement of the dreadful Pre- 
tender to the Throne, but that he will govern the Nation 
with an armed Force. 43 
If our Troops continue to be increaſed, which we may 


reaſonably ſuſpect, ſince, if Arguments like theſe be admit- 


ted, Pretences for Augmentations can never be wanting, the 
Conſequences are eaſily foreſeen ; they will grow too nu- 
merous to be quarter'd in the Towns, and, with an Affec- 


tation of eaſing them of ſuch unwelcome Gueſts, it will be 


propoſed, that after having ſpent the Summer in a Camp, 
they ſhall retire in Winter to Barracks. Then will the Bur- 
then of a Standing Army be impoſed for ever on the Nation; 
then may our Liberties be openly invaded, and thoſe who 

Vor. XIII. 6 now 
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now oppreſs us: by the Power only of Money, will chen throw 
aſide the Maſk, and deliver themſelves from the Conſtraint 
of Hypocriſy ; thoſe who now ſooth us with Promiſes and 
Protefiations, will then intimidate us with Threatenings, and, 
perhaps, revenge the Oppoſition of their Schemes by Perſe- 
cution and Sequeſtrations. 4.32 . 


Lord Gage ſpoke next, to the Claus Eft: 
Sir, | 

If the Weakneſs of Arguments proved the Inſincerity 
of thoſe who produce them, I ſhould be inclined to ſuſpect 
the Advocates for the Eſtabliſhment, of new Regiments, of 
Deſigns very different from the Defence of their 'Country ; 
but as their Intentions cannot be known, they 'cannot be 
cenſured, and [I ſhall therefore confine-mayſelf to an Examina- 
tion of their Reaſons, which they have offered, and the Au- 

thorities which they have cited. _ 

The German General, who has been mentioned on 
this Occaſion, with ſo much Regard, is. not leſs known to 
me than to the honourable Gentleman; nor have I been leſs 
diligent to improve the Hours in which I enjoy d his Friend- 
ſhip and Converſation. Among other Queſtions which my 
Familiarity with him intitled me to propoſe, I have aſked 
him to what Cauſes he imputed the ill Succeſs of the laſt 
War, and he frankly aſcribed the Miſcarriages of it to the 
unhappy Diviſions by which the German Counſels were at 
that Time embarraſled. 

Faction produces nearly the ſame Confuquenay: in al 
Countries, and had then influenced the Imperial Court, as of 
late the Court of Great Britain, to diſmiſs the moſt able and 
experienced Commanders; and to intruſt the Conduct of the 
War to Men unequal to the Undertaking ; who, when they 


- were defeated for want of Skill, endeavoured to perſuade their 


Patrons” and their Countrymen, that they loſt the Victory 
for Want of Officers. 

* They might, perhaps, think of their Countrymen, what 
our Miniſters ſeem to imagine of us, that to gain Belief a- 
mong them, it was ſufficient to aſſert boldly, that they had 
not any Memory of. paſt TranſaQions, and that therefore 
they could not obſerve, that the ſame Troops were victori- 
ous under Eugene, which were defeated under the Directi- 
on of his Succeſſors; nor could diſcover that the Regulation 
was the ſame, where the Effects were different. 

Thus in every Place, it is the Practice of Men in Power, 
to blind the People by falſe Repreſentations, and to impute 
the publick Calamities rather to any. other Cauſe than their 
own Miſconduct. It is every where equally their Practice, to 


oppreſs and obſcure thoſe who owe their Greatneſs * wan 


3 N 

Virtue or Abilities, beca | 
blind Obedience, or taught to be Creatures of the Miniftry ; be- 
cauſe Men who can diſcover Truth, will ſometimes ſpeak it, 
and becauſe thoſe are beſt qualified to deceive others, who can 
be perſuaded that they are contending for the Right. | 

* But it is furely Time for this Nation to rouze from Indo- 
lence, and reſolve to put an End to Frauds that have been fo 
long nown. It is Time to watch with more Vigilance the 
Diſtributian of the publick Treafure, and to conſider rather 
how to contract the National ces, than upon what Pre- 
tences new Offices may be erected and new ences cre- 
ated. It is Time to confider how our Debts may be leſſen- 
ed, and by what Expedients our Taxes may be diminiſhed. 

Our Taxes, Sir, are ſuch at preſent, as perhaps no Na- 
tion was ever loaded with before ; ſuch as never were paid to 


raiſe Forees againſt an Invader, or impoſed by the Inſolence 


of Victory upon a conquered People. Every Gentleman 
pays to the Government more. than two thirds of his' Eſtate 
by various ExaQtions — This Aſſertion is receiv'd, I ſee with 


Surprize, by ſome whoſe ample Patrimonies have exempt- 


ed them from the Neceflity of nice Computations, and with 
an affected Appearance of Contempt by others, who inſtead 
of paying Taxes, may be-ſaid to receive them, and whoſe In- 
tereſt it is to keep the Nation ignorant of the Cauſes of its Mi- 
ſery, and to extenuate thoſe Calamities by which themſelves 
are enriched. | | | 

But, Sir, to endeavour to confute Demonſtration by a 
Grin, or to laugh away the Deductions of Arithmetic, is 
ſurely ſach a Degree of Effrontery, as nothing but a Poſt of 
Profit can produce; nor is it for the Sake of theſe Men, that 
I ſhall endeavour to clear up my Afﬀertion, for: they cannot 
but be well informed of the State of our Taxes, whoſe chief 
Employment is to receive and to ſquander the Money which 
ariſes from them. 

It is frequent, Sir, among Gentlemen, to miſtake the A- 


mount of the Taxes which are laid upon the Nation, by paſ- 


ſing over in their Eſtimates all thoſe which are not paid imme- 
diately out of the viſible Rents of their Lands, and tmagin- 
ing that they are in no degree intereſted in the Impoſts upon 
Manufactures or other Commodities. They do not conſider 
that whenever they purchaſe any Thing of which the Price is 
inhanced by Duties, thoſe Duties are levied upon them; and 
that there is no Difference between paying ten Shillings a 
Year in Land-Tixes, and paying five Shillings in Land-Tax- 
es, and five Shillings to Manufactures, to be paid by them to 

the Government. 
* It would be in reality equally rational for a Man to 
Fats # a pleaſe 


uſe they can never be reduced to 


\ * 
ö 


* 


. 176 . x * 3 
eaſe bimſelf with his Frugality, by directing half his Ex. 
er his find and the Bunt bs ſack © 


might be expected from ſuch a Method of OEconomy : Foras 
the Steward might probably bring in falſe Accounts, the 
Tradeſman commonly adds two Pence to the Price of his 
Goods for every Penny which is laid on them by the Govern- 
ment; as it is eaſy to ſhew, ages in the Prices of 
thoſe two great Neceſſaries of Life, Candles and Leather. 
Now, Sir, let any Gentleman add to the Land-Tax, 
the Duties raiſed from the Malt, Candles, Salt, Soap, Lea- 
ther, diſtilled Liquors, and other Commodities uſed in his 
Houſe ; let him add the Expences of Travelling ſo far as 
they are increaſed by the Burthen laid upon Innkeepers, and 
the Extortions of the Tradeſmen which the Exciſes have oc- 
caſioned, and he will eaſily agreee with me that he pays more 
than two Thirds of his Eſtate for the Support of the Govern- 
ment. | Y 
© It cannot therefore be doubted that it is now nece 
to ſtop in our Career of Expences, and to enquire how much 
longer this Weight of Impoſts can poſlibly be ſupported. It 
has already, Sir, depreſs'd our Commerce, and over-borne 
our Manufactures; and if it be yet increaſed, if there be no 
Hope of ſeeing it alleviated, every wiſe Man will ſeek a 
milder Government, and enliſt himſelf among Slaves that 
have Maſters more wiſe or more compaſſionate. , 4 
We ought to conſider, Sir, whether ſome of our preſent 
Expences are not ſuperfluous or detrimental, whether many of 
our Offices are not merely Penſions without Employment, 
and whether Multitudes do not receive Salaries, who ſerve 
the Government only by their Intereſt and their Votes. Such 
Offices, if they are found, ought immediately to be aboliſhed, 
and ſuch Salaries withdrawn, by which a Fund might be 
now eſtabliſhed for maintaining the War, and afterwards for 
the Payment of our Debts. 2, * 2x8 
II It is pow, Sir, in my Opinion, a Queſtion whether we 
ſhall chooſe the deareſt or the cheapeſt Method of encreaſing our 
Forces, for it ſeems to me not poſſible to ſupply any new Ex- 
pences. New 'Troops will require more Money to raiſe and 
to pay them, and more Money can only be obtained by new 
Taxes z but what now remains to be taxed, or what Tax can be 
encreaſed ? The only Reſource leſt us is a Lottery, and 
whether that will ſucceed is likewiſe a Lottery; but tho 
Folly and Credulity ſhould once more operate according to 
our Wiſhes, the Nation is in the mean time impoveriſhed, 
and at laſt Lotteries muſt certainly fail like other Expe- 
dients. When the Publick Wealth is entirely exhauſted, 
Artifice and Violence will be equally vain. And ny the 
| ro ops 


S U 8 


* 
E E F 


2,7 FN 


3 


8 LE Fs 


5 8 


ESS SEA 


. 
IX \ 


can hope to receive their Half- n 

For my Part, Sir, I think Queſtion ſo e 
decided, that I am aſtoniſhed to ſee it the Subject of a De- 
bate, and imagine that the Controverſy might be ended only 
by aſking the Gentleman, on whoſe Opinion all his Party 
appear to rely without any Knowledge or Conviction of their 
ownz Whether, if he were to defend a Nation from its 
Enemies, and could procure only a ſmall Sum for the War, 
he would not model his Forces by the cheapeſt Method. 


Mr Sloper * ſpoke next. | 
Sir, N was Ne? 125 
I cannot, without the higheſt Satisfaction, obſerve any 


4. yet 
be 


Advances made in uſeful Knowledge, by my Fellow - Subjects, Mr Sloper. 


as the Glory of ſuch Attainments muſt add to the Reputa- 
tion of the Kingdom which gives Riſe to ſuch elevated 
Abilities. | | 

This Satisfaction I have received from the Obſervations 
of the Right Honourable Member, whoſe accurate Compu- 
tations cannot but promiſe great Improvements of the Doc- 
trine of Arithmetic ; nor can I forbear to ſolicite him, for 
the Sake of the Publick, to take into his Conſideration the 
preſent Methods of Traffick uſed by our Merchants, and to 
ſtrike out ſome more commodious Method of ſtating the 
Accompts between thoſe two contending Parties Debtor and 
Creditor. This he would doubtleſs execute with great Re- 
putation, who has proved from the State of our Taxes, 
that new Forces require new Funds, and that new Funds 
cannot be eſtabliſhed without a Lottery. 
© am indeed inclined to differ from him in the laſt of 
his Poſitions, and believe the Nation pot yet ſo much 
exhauſted, but that it may eaſily bear the Expence of the 
War ; and ſhall therefore vote for that Eſtabliſhment of our 
Troops which will be moſt likely to procure Succeſs, with- 
out the leaſt Apprehenſion of being cenſured either by the 
preſent Age, or by Poſterity, as a Machine of the Miniſtry, 
or an Oppreſſor of my Country. 


General Wade ſpoke again, as follows : 

„ 

Since the Right Honourable Member has been pleaſed 
to inſinuate, that by anſwering a plain Queſtion I may put 
an End to the Debate, I am willing to give a Proof of my 
Deſire to promote Unanimity in our Councils, and Diſpatch 
in our Affairs, by complying with his Propoſal. 5 
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* Deputy-Cofferer of the Houſhold, 


General Wade, 


Mr Vyner. 


with a confaſed 


of the Houſe upon this Queſtion, becauſe I think it inore ne- 
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If I wen 4 with 15 im Sym to nig gg 
* Ki Defency oh 8s Kingdom, I thoyld de 
ceed with the areal Frag "but this noble Perſgn's £ 
of Frugality would, pe Fa very different from mine 


haps, 

he would think eſs. Reed ſuperfluous, which to 
would ſeem cory "arms neceſſary, and thopgh we i 
both intend the Preſervation af f the Country, we ſhould 
provide for its Security by different Methods. 
* by we. employ. the W in ſuch a wet as 
mig ht procure the greateſt Numbers ; I ſhould make my 
firſt Enquir * after the moſt cilful Officers, and ſhould ima- 
gine Kt obliged, by wy Fidelity to the Nation, that 
entruſted me with its Defence, to e wn their Alliance, 
_ at a high Price. 

t is not eaſy for Perſons who have never ſeen'a Battle 
or à Siege, whatever may be their natural Abilities,” or 
however cultivated by Reading and Co to CON» 
ceive the ae Diſcipline and Regularity, which is 
ſach, that a ſmal! of Veteran Troops will drive before 
them Multitudes of Men, perhaps equally bold and reſolute 
with themſelves, if they are unacquainted with the Rules of 
War, and unprovided with Leaders to direct their Motions. 
I ſhould therefore, in the Caſe which he has mention- 
ed, prefer Diſcipline to Numbers, and rather enter the Field 
with a few =_ well governed and well inſtructed, than 

ultitude unacquainted with their Duty, 

uuable to conduct themſelves, and without Officers 9 con· 
duct them. 


Mr. Vyner ſpoke next to the following Effect. 


Sir, 2:3 
© I am not very ſolicitous what may be'the Determlaition 


ceſſary to reſolve againſt an Augmentation of the Army, than 
to enquire, whether it ſhall be made by-one Method or a. 
nother. 

Every Addition to our Troops I conſider as ſome Ap- 

h towards the Eſtabliſhment of arbitrary Power, as it 
1s an Alienation of Part of the Britif People, by which they 
are deprived of the Benefits of the Conſtitution, and ſabj 
to rigorous Laws, from which every other Individual is 
exempt. 

The Principal of theſe Laws, which all the reſt are in- 
tended to inforce, requires from every Soldier an unlimited 
and abſolute Obedience to the Commands of his Officers, who 
hold their Commiſſions, and expect Advancement by the ſame 
Compliance with the Orders of the Miniſtry, 1 
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eas WY bitraty Determinations of their Officers, has been al = 
ne $ nor . 
— have taken this Occahon of recalling it to the Attention of 
uld che Houſe, but that I think it a Confideration, to which, in 
vid WY ll Debates on the Army, the firſt Regard ought to be paid. 
ns Ns CT Arias pple eee a 
my ir, 15 . 
ma- © The Odjection which the Honourable Gentleman has 
hat Wl raiſed, will be moſt eaſily removed, by confideting the Words Cob, Merdannts 
ce, of the Act by which the Military Authority i eſtabliſh'd; 
f where it is by no Means declared, that either Officers or 
ttle Soldiers are obliged indiſcriminately to obey all the Orders 
or which they ſhall receive, but that ſhall, on Pain of the 
on- Wl Puniſhiments there enacted, obey all the /awfu/ Orders of 
b is their Commander. on | 


« The Obedience therefore, Sir, required from a Soldier, 
is an Obedience according to Law, that of any other 
Briton, unleſs it can be imagined that the Word [awfi/ is 
in that Place without a Meaning. Nor does his Condition' 
differ from that of his Fellow - Subjects by an Exemption from 
any Law, but by a greater Number of Duties, and ſtricter 
Obligations to the Performance of them ; and I am not able 
to conceive how our Conſtitution can be-indanger'd by aug- 
menting an Army, which, as it can only act in Conformity 
to it, can act only in Defence of it. | oh 


The Queſtion at laſt was put, That the new rais'd 
Troops be incorporated into the ſtanding Corps, but it paſſed 3 


in the Negative by 232 againſt 166. fir removing Sir 


"+ R, Wal 
The following SPEECHES on the Motion to remove * 
Sir Robert Walpole from his Majeſty's Councils and Pre- 
fence, have been communicated ſince the Publication of our 
former Volumes. es 
Mr. Sandys, (whoſe Speech we gave at large, Anno 14. 
George II. P. 65) was ſeconded by Lord Limerick, who ſpoke 
to the following Effect. - 
Sir, 43 | 
* As I have been for ſome Time a conſtant Opponent of WE” 
the Meaſures by which the Motion now offered has been ag Aar 
duced, I ſuppoſe it will create no Surprize, either in the Vin- 
dicators or Adverſaries of the Gentleman to whom it relates, 
that I ſtand up to ſecond it. To add any Thing to the Re- 
preſentation which you have already heard of the — 
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of the Nation will be equally difficult and unneceſſary. 

is known to all, that we are rs N in- 
volved in War, that the War has been hitherto unſucceſsful 


and ignominious, that our Fleets have-been mann'd by Vie 
bee te „ n 


ſe es, 
that our Trade has been at once diminiſh'd by Impredies, and 


- 


betrayed by the Denial of Convoys.. 


© If it were neceſlary, Sir, to give any other Proof of the 


Difficulties and Diſtreſſes to which we are reduced, let it be 
remembered, how lately the Right Honourable Gentleman 
himſelf declared, in the Midſt of our Deliberations upon the 
Ravages and Inſults of Spain, we were not able to engage in a 
War, that we were without a fingle Ally to ſupport us, and 
that our own Strength was not ſufficient. Either this Ac- 
count of our Condition was true or falſe. If it was true, 
what can be ſaid in Defence of the Perſon who has deſtroyed 
thoſe Ties that conjoined our Intereſt with that of the Powers 
on the Continent ; who has broken the Union which Nature 
ſeemed to have formed, and which Religion had confirmed; 
who has conducted our Affairs with ſo much Ignorance or 
Perfidy, that he has diſguſted one Party without gratifying the 
other; who has drawn equally upon the Nation the Hatred 
of France and her Enemies, and whom neither the Houſe of 
Bourbon nor of Aufiria can be expected to favour ? 

How this could have been effected, Sir, it would not be 
eaſy for any Man but our Miniſter to diſcover ; nor would 
even his abſurd Policy, and perverſe Subtilty, have been ſuf- 
ficient, had he not aided his own Abilities by French Councils, 
and concurred with the inveterate and implacable Enemies 
of Great Britain, to involve his Country in Diſtreſs. _. 

If his Account of the Condition of the Nation was falſe, 
this Falſhood alone is a ſufficient Motive to the Propoſition 
which has been offered; for ſurely that Man ought to be re- 
moved from his Majeſty's Councils for ever, wh when his 
Country was harraſſed by the Attacks of a contemptible 
Enemy, when its Commerce was every Day obſtructed, and 
its Honour impaired, was ſo far from encouraging bis Fel- 
low · Subjects to the Aſſertion of their Rights, the Revenge of 
their Loſſes, and the Reparation of their Honour, that he 
endeavoured to fink them into Cowardice, to depreſs them 
with falſe Compariſons of the Strength of their Enemies with 
their own, and whoſe Counſels have no other Tendency than 
to encourage new Inſults, and prepare the People for ſab- 
miſſive Slavery. 1 

« Such Counſels, Sir, muſt proceed, in my Opinion, from 
other Motives than Regard to publick Felicity, and ſince no- 
thing is more evident than that no Man, who prefers * 
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of fan rd ren neceſſary to propoſe, that the O 

our ink, it to t the Order 
of the Houſe be ſtrictly obſerved, which is well known to re- 
quire, that every Member againſt whom an Accuſation is 
brought, ſhould retire out of this Aſſembly, while his Con- 
duct is examined. 
1 This Procedure which is eſtabliſhed by immemorial Cu- 
ſtom, and confirm'd by innumerable Precedents, is founded 
likewiſe apon ri ht Reaſon ; for as any Member of this Aſ- 
ſembly may be to be here tried by his Aﬀociates, by Men 
with whom hs bes ot a erred publick Affairs, and 
with whom he has been more intimately converſant, 
it is proper to free our from thoſe Prejudices, which 
n the Preſence of a Man, who tas ben 
long regarded with Friendſhip or Eſteem by thoſe who are 
now become his Judges : To . baniſh that Tenderneſs which 
may be. produced by the * of 1 an Ac- 
quaintance perplexed and diſturbed ; and perhaps ſometimes 

to ſuppreſs that Awe which may be raiſed in Part of this 
Aſſembly by a ful Offender, 8 Looks may upbraid 
ſome, with the Benefits which they have —4 received 
from him, and whoſe Eyes may dart Menaces upon thoſe 
who are on his Favour. 
It is evident that to preſerve Impartiality in our En- 
quiries, and Integrity in our Deciſipns, all private 
muſt be laid afide ; and that therefore Objefts which may im- 
preſs or inforce them, ought to be carefully removed ; and as 
the Preſence of the Perſon accuſed may exaſperate or intimi- 
date his. Adverſaries, or encourage his Friends, or awe his 
Followers, I move that, while this Queſtion is debated, 
Sir Robert Walpole be _—_ to withdraw. 


t Methods of Trial, and the Wer 

ouſe, that I cannot but ſecond it as 

us to the principal Queſtion. 

Practice of this is Houle 3 is only to be proved by Pre- 

a which are indeed ſufficiently numerous; but becauſe 
Var, XIII. a A | to 


Propriety. of this Motion becomes the Subjekt bi- Wortley. 


to the rigeſ Maxims of Mr. Gybbogs 
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to fecite all che Laſtapces which might be ſound in our bur. 


nals, would onneeeMrily retard he Bofineſs of chu Day; 1 
ſhall ſelect only ſome of later Die, which may ſhew- beyond 
Controverſy, that our immediate Predeceflors did not deviate 
in this Reſpect from the Cuſtom of antient Patfiaments, ani that 


this Method of Procedure was found too uſeful to be laid aſide. 


the Second, when Mr. Cole 
Expreſſions diſreſpectful to the 
King, white the Houſe was deli 


ing upon his Offence, 

be was ordered to withdraw. —_ en 
* When in the following Reign, among other Captains of 
the Navy, Captain Churchill, a Member of this Honſe was 
accuſed of taking Money from the Merchants whoſe Ships he 
was appointed to convoy, he was firft heard in his Plate, and 
then withdrew ; ſo far as it appears, without waiting for'an 
Order which he knew the Practice of the Houſe would re- 
gularly produce. - e | NCAW b 
© When in the Examination of Francis Rainsord, the Oum- 
mittee for receiving the public Actounts, having reported 
that Lord FauM/and had withdrawn a Letter which hat been 
written by him, a Debate aroſe upon the Nature of the DF- 
fence, and the Puniſhment which it might be proper to fbflict. 
Lord Faullland having ſpoken in his own Vindication; with: 
drew, and afterwards being call'd in and heard a ſecond Time; 
withdrew again. And another Diſpute atiſing on a ſacceeding 
Day concerning two thouſand Pounds irregularly reteived by 
Lord Fau#land from the King, he again withdrew, after ha- 
vity made bib De. wen 
In the ſame Reign Mr. _— being charged with in- 
decent Expreſſions uſed by him in the Debate upon the Pro- 
ceeding againſt Sir Jobs Ferwick; when the Debate begun 
he was required to withdraw. Wi an mg 
More Inſtances, Sir, might eaſily be collected, if more wert 
neceſſary; but as theſe are ſufficient to ſhew whit' has been 
the Practice of this Hoaſe, and as that Practice may be job 
tified by Reaſon, I hope we ſhall be careful nbt to depart 
from it on this Occaſion. Yom? W 11 


dee THE 


* Mr Coke's Words were theſe, © hope We are all Engliſinen, and 
e hot to be frightened out of our Doty dy a ſew high Wotds.?! AT Which 
Exceptions being taken by Lord Preſton, he. was, after Debate, order d to 
withdraw. The whole Proceedings upon this Affair are 2 td be met 
with in Chandler's Hiftory of the Commons, Anno 1685, P. 193. No 
other Collection of Debates having taken the lexft Notice of 
ings of King James's Parliament. The other Precedente cited by Mr. 
Gybbon are alſo to be found in Chandler's Hiſtory of the Commons, dur- 
ing the Reign of King Willam, ——— 
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C. I am very far from beit convine'd either b the Argu-Mr. Bromley. 


ments or Precedents which have been produced, that che 
ha ht Hon. Gentleman, to whom this Motian relates, ought 
required to withdraw. 
I All the Perſons mentioned in the Precedent which have 
been alledged, and all thoſe that have been forbidden to be 
preſent -at rat Debates relating to themſelyes, have been 
ch with ſome known Crime, and are to be conſidered 
for their Trial. But the Queſtion in the preſent 
Caſe, is not whether the Right Hon, Gentleman has been 
guilty of the Actions imputed to him, or the Author of any 
particular Counſels, but U. thoſe Actions are in them- 
ſelves, Criminal, or thoſe Cpunſels really Pernicious. He is 
not charged with any Word or A& which the Laws of 
Coun 208, determined to deſerve Puniſhment ; 3h 4 
Conduct which his Enemies propoſe firſt to prove Criminal, 
and then 8 uniſh by a new Method of Proſecution. 
In the kakances Sir, which have been mentioned to ſup- 
port this Motion, the Offenders have been allowed to hear 
their SEES , and to make their Defence in their Places; 


nor can coyer how any Man's Conduct is impartially 
ere he F, not allowed to ſpeak in his own De- 
Pan ar how any Man can defend himſelf who i # 1 per. 


mitzted tg egr the Charge agajoſt him. 
| Mr, Hewes ſpoke next to the following k, 


Sir, 


. Theſe Precedents are in my Opinion, ſo * bon prov- Mr, Howe 


ing what is intended by them, that they ſeem to me not to 
have any Relation to the preſent Queſtion, of which I have 
not yet been able to diſcover how it differs from, the common 
Enquiries that are made in this ig 1 

Whenever we enquire into the Expediency of paſt Mea- 
ſures, our Diſquiſitions cannot but affect thoſe by i ma they 
were conducted or adviſed j yet they are not therefore re- 
quired to withdraw during our Deliberations, but are Serena 
to juſtify their Counſely, to explain their Moti ves, and excuſe 
their Miſcarriages. 

*'The Charge, Sir, a againſt the right honourable 4 97 
man, is only a political Enquiry into che Conduct of the Mi- 
niſtry for many Years ; nor yy it been urged in ſuch, 2 man- 
ner as to relate particularly | to im. There js there ore no 
Reaſon for requiring him to withdraw, which vill not * 
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ly ſhew that all thoſe ſhould retire at the ſame Time, who 
have concurred in the Meaſures diſapproved by the Gentle- 
man that made the Motion; who may then fafely promiſe 
himſelf Victory, when all thoſe from whom he expects Op- 
poſition ſhall be baniſhed from the Houſdmq. 


* Ereſtine then ſpoke to the following Purpoſe. 
ir, A 
Ereſkine © 1 am not ſurprized to find that on this Occaſion the 
2 _— Friends of the Miniſter have Recourſe to their uſual Arts of 
Sophiſtry ; and that they endeavour to prote his Perſon by 
the ſame Fallacies with which they have always vindicated 
his Meaſures ; that they Jabour to perplex our Enquiries by an 
artful Confuſion of diſtin Queſtions, and that they are de- 
; ſirous to exclude Light when it will only diſcover what it is 
their Intereſt to conceal. (oe 
© In their firſt Fallacy, Sir, they have not indeed been very 
ſucceſsful; Whether their Anxiety for the Event of the Day 
has diſconcerted theit Sophiſms, or whether their Cauſe will 
in reality admit of no better Defence, their preſent Plea is 
ſuch as Men celebrated for the Acuteneſs of their Penetration, 
and the Readineſs of their Invention, might have been ex- 
pected not to have alledged in a Debate of ſo mach Impor- 
tance to the Nation, a. what has always more ſenſibly af. 
fefted them, to themſelves. Having had 88 of the 
Storm that was hanging over them, they ſhould have pro- 
vided themſelves with ſome Shelter againſt it that might not 
be eaſily thrown down ; and not have thought it ſufficient to 
aſſert, what they can never hope to prove, that there js no 
Diſtintion to be made between this and any other political 


uiry. | 
* There. is the ſame Difference, Sir, between this and o- 
ther political Enquiries, as between national and perſonal 
Tranſactions, between Conſultations and Trials.” The Queſ- 
tion in other Debates relates equally to every Man in the 
Houſe ; this affects one Man of this Aſſembly in a particular 
Manner : And ſurely it will not be again aſſerted that it is an 
Enquiry of the ſame Nature, whether a Member ſhall be expel- 
led this Houſe, or whether Peace ſhall be concluded with Spain. 
* That this Queſtion will incidentally produce political 
Debates, may reaſonably be expected, becauſe the Errors or 
Crimes charged upon this Gentleman are chiefly political i and 
when the principal Queſtion is perſonal, that Man to whom 
it relates ought to be withdrawn while it is debated. 


4 Bladen ſpoke next to the Purpoſe following. 
, | | 


Colonel Bladen, * I Know not upon what Arguments it is ſo CM 
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© I have always hitherto 23 that thoſe Debates 
which are ly political in the Intereſt- of the Pablick, is 
the Odject of airy ; and as 1 know caly two Motives that 
— and he Oratificr 


> ite" Pit in —ů— of the Nation. ed © 
Of this, Sir, indeed I was 'perſuaded; by the Oblerva-. 
tions with which the Motion was introduced; for to what o- 
ther Purpoſe were all the Diſappointments, Misfortunes and 
Errors, whether real or pretended, of near twenty Years ſo 
laboriouſly enumerated ? For what End are we informed of 
the long continued Inſolence of the Spaniards, of our deſtruc- 
tive Alliances with the- French, of the Decline of our Com- 
merce,' and the Weakneſs of our Arms ? Why elſe are the 
Loſſes of our Merchants ſo pathetically exaggerated, and why 
are we told once more of the Load of our Taxes, and the 
Diſcontent of the People ? 

If it be not imagined, Sir, that our Compliance with the 
Motion will remedy theſe Calamities ; and that the Removal 
of one Gentleman from his Majeſty's Councils, will revive our 
Trade, and invigorate our Forces ; awe our Enemies, and 
animate our Allies ; this long, this elegant Declamation, 
has been nothing more than an Effuſion of oftentatious Elo- _ 
quence, without any Intention of informing us; it has been 
only an Overflow of Malice, a Torreſſt of Invectives. | 

Bat if, as we ought to imagine, thoſe by whom this Mo» 
tion is made and defended, are perſuaded, that the Counſels 


of one Man have ſunk the Nation into Diſgrace, and that by 


depriving him of his Influence, they ſhall reſtore the publick 
Honour and Felicity, the Debate, like all others, is an Enquiry 
whether the Meaſures which they propoſe will produce the 
Conſequences expected from them. 

In the Precedents | cited to ſupport the ſecond Motion, 
Sir, there is not-the leaſt Appearance of à Parallel with the 
preſent Cafe. They were Perſons who had either committed 
an Offence in the Preſence of the Aſſembly by which they were 
to be judged, and againſt whom it was therefore unneceſſary 
to produce Evidence; or Men convicted of Offences by legal 
Teſtimonies, and whoſe Puniſhment was therefore the only 
Subject of Deliberation. 

Nothing is more reaſonable, Sir, than that 5 in theſe Cir- 
cumſtances the Offender ſhould withdraw; for to what Pur- 


poſe 


Mr. Gybbon, 
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_ 2 ini ent R 
voting Right has ceal- 
. ; fince it would be abſurd to conſult any Man . — 
nah + , 
ul 
Bet, Sir, with Regard to the ] 
mentioned in the preſent Motion, — Co 
whether any of the Meaſures objected | o 
ſelves criminal; an Euquity at which he has the ſame Right I Pr. 
to be preſent with any other Member, and may claim more Wil Per 
juſtly a Right to ſpeak in the Vindication of, as be is of 
ſuppoſed to have been principally the Author of them, and nt 
conſequently to be more than others acquainted 9 * * — 
tives which influenced him in his Advice. 1s 4 
If it ſhould appear, Sir, which can 
even by thoſe who have been long 2 to — — to 
themſelves with ſanguine ExpeQations, and whom a but 
Train of Defeats hath not awakened from Aheir m.of Wl the 
Succeſs, that theſe Meaſures have been really pernicious, and Wl ba. 
that the Authors of them deſerve Puniſhment ; muſt not thoſe Pla 
Authors be diſcovered ? Will not any particular Perſon be at Ml 
Liberty to deny the Guilt imputed to him, and may be not 5 


claim the common Right of a Britiſb Subject to and Face 
to Face againſt his Accuſer ? _ 

That this may be juſtly demanded by him, Sir, ap- 
pears even from thoſe Precedents which have been produced 
to prove that he ought to withdraw ; for all the Offenders 
were allowed to vindicate themſelves in their Places : And if 
it be allowed that theè Rt. Hon. Gentleman againſt. whom 
the Motion is directed, may hear his Accuſation, and offer 
his Defence, I doubt not. but his Innocence will be evidently 
ſhewn, and that therefore there will be no Room jor deli- 
g on his Puniſhment. 


Mr. Gybbon then ſpoke to the following Purpale. . 
Sir, 

© If it be only required that the Gentleman to whom thi 
Motion relates ſhould hear his Accuſation, that Privilege has 
been already enjoyed. He has already been accuſed of al- 
moſt every Crime which miniſterial — could enable him 
to commit: he bas been charged with deſtroying the Segur- 
ty of thoſe Alliances which it is the invariable Intejeſ of this 
Nation to preſerve ; with contributing to the of 
that Houſe, which has never formed any Deſigns but for the 


Alain 
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tection of our Commerce, and betraying our Merchants 
Plunder, and our Seamen to Slavery ; . with concealing and 


our Rights ; and with obſtrafting the Operations of the War 
by treacherous Delays, and hindering its Succeſs by denying 
our Commanders the Liberty of Action. 
The Accuſations, Sir, with Regard to his domeſtick 
Condact are ftill more atrociqus. He is taxed as an Enemy 
to our Privilages, and a Violater of cur Conſtitytion ; as the. 
Projector of /a. military .Eftabliſhment- by Which the molt 
pernicious Meaſures may be defended ; and à the Corruptor 
of that Alſembly to which the Rights of the People are 
intruſted. He has been openly charged with betraying his 
Country, and with attempting to enſlave it; and, after this, 
is it de manded that he may hear bis Accuſation ? i 
What other Crimes thoſe who know bim beſt expect 
to hear alledged againſt him, I am not able to conceive ; 
but by their Demands they give us Reaſon to imagine that 
they are yet afraid of ſome heavier Charge, that to. 
have ſupported the public Enemies, or to have formed a 
Plen of grayral Slavery, is not the higheſt Inſtance of his 
Ehud any 21043 ifs , 15 , 
But whatever Crimes, Sir, his Favourites may have 
had Opportunities of remarking, as their Fidelity is too well 
known to afford any Hopes that they will diſcover them, 
ve ſhould proceed to conſider the Facts already mentioned; 
he may therefore now produce what he may have to urge 
in hi own Defence; after which it is allowed by all, that 
be ought. to withdraw. | | 


Hereapor Mr Pultency * ſpoke in Subllance as follows. 
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do not ſuffer ourſelves to be diverted from the principal 
Queſtion hy Conſiderations of ſmall Im and that 
we do got in the Prelimjoaries of our Diſquiſitions weary 
that Attention, and ſquander thoſe Moments which. ſhould 
be reſgry d for higher Purpoſes, in the Parſuit of obſcure 
Inquiries, and the Explication of intricate Reaſonings. 


Juſtice, that the Gentleman ſhould retire, I cannot ſud- 
denly determine; but ſince we ought not, in the Proſecution 
of an Oppreſſor, to make Uſe of thoſe Arts which we are 
endeavquring to prevent; and fince to inſiſt with much Ve- 
hemence on his Abſence may be imagined to betray __ 


Fare 


* Since made Earl of Bath, 


palliating the Inſolence of our Enemies, and the Violation of 


© In all Debates it ought. to be our firſt Care, that we ir. 


© Whether it is not required by the Rules of ſtrict 


Pulteney. 
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to a laboured InyeQtive ; I do not, Sir, pretend to difplay 
any uncommon Strength of Memory, Readineſs and Ap- 
prehenſion, or Command of on — 9 — 
for as I have heard nothing new, I have 3 
reply. As the Charge is only 'a Complication of 
Pamphlets,' or a Recollection of former Debates; the An- 
ſwer can WIN in thi Hoa ba n of thoſe-Ar- 
ts, whic in _ 
But have beard with Conviion.””* hl A ”, 
"'s I was loddad, Sir, very Tar From! ſuſpeQing title; 
whom this Motion has been made and ſupported, af un 
tempt to prevail u N r 
their own Conduct, and to proſecu . ir 
for Meafures which l e 1 
but that a Motion ſo uncommon, aroſe from ſome 


tion with our Enemies, an 
Def inſt our Liberties. 
| all Sir, 
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tion was introduced; and while we were told 

Cauſes the Diſcontent of the Nation Lg 
were warned againſt the Continuance o = rity, evi 
informed of the daily Increaſe of the Power 

of the Houſe of Bourbon, and the hourly Raviges" of the m: 
Spaniards ; while the Oppreſſions of hy. Exciſe were " 

played, and the Errors of the Convention enumerated,” I 
could ſcarcely forbear to call out for The Charge for the 


new Topick of Accaſation, to which I confidered this long 
Detail of Ceaſures as only preparatory i and — 


Then one of the Chief Clerks of the Dan diaet c 


it has hicherto been neceſſary to ſhew the Done and Uſe- 

| preſented. as dange- 
rous or unprofitable ; to obvlate Objections which the Ne- 
ceſſity of concealing private Intelligence, or immature De- 
ſigns, did nog, always allow to be fully confuted 3 and to 
juſtify by long Reviews, and difficult Explications of the 
ſecret. Connection of Events, thoſe” Meaſures which, conſi- 
dered with. Regard to the Circumſtances which attended 


them, might ſeem raſhly or imprudently concerted. _ 
_ © But in debating the -preſent Queſtion all that can pro- 
duce Perplexity or Heſitation, muſt be the Diſtraction uf the 
Mind by different Methods of Apology, equally proper, and 
for the greateſt Part equally eaſy : For the Motion appears 
to be unjuſt, whether, thoſe that oppole it ſhall evince, as 
they have often done, the Propriety of the Meaſures on 
which it is intended to fix an indelible Cenſute, or ſhall 
ſhew that the Perſon againſt whom it is directed did not 
tranſact them, or not without the Concurrence of the other 
Miniſters, or the Approbation of Parlament. 
With Regard, Sir, to the Treaty of Hanover, the Dif- 
ficulty of this Choice will immediately occur; for though it 
might be eaſily diſpatched by a Declaration which almoſt 
every Man in the Nation knows to be true, that it was tran- 
ſafted at Hanover; and though the Right Hon. Gentleman 
may with great Security defy his Enemies to prove that be 
was the original Author of it, or that he promoted,it other- 
wiſe than any. o her of the Council ; yet fince ſome may de- 
fire a fuller Account of that important Affair, which as it 
was tranſacted in the laſt Reign may not be otherwiſe known 
to ſome of the Members of this Houſe, than by wander- 
ing Reports, or partial Repreſentations, I ſhall endeayour to 
Vor. XIII. ys; hes ' ſhew 
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ew, that tho? it has been long the Occaſion of grogt 
Clamours, that it was not only prudent but 115 

* To place this Affair in its proper Li 


' 
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plac Light, n may de ne- 
coeſſary to recapitulate ſome Occurrences whith preceded it, 
and to conſider the State of the Nation from the Beginning 


of the late King's Reign. 


- © The Difficulties with which the Eſtabliſhment of the 
Rope Family in theſe Kingdoms were embarraſſed, are 
we 


known and univerſally remember d. Our late King had 
no ſooner taken Poſſeſſion of a Throne, to which he was cal- 
led for the Defence of Religion and the Preſervation of Li- 
berty, than Diſcontent, and Jealouſy were ſpread over the 
whole Country: The People were already corrupted with 
idle Doctrines, which had no other Tendency than to facili» 
tate the Introduction of the Pretender, by teaching that an 
Hereditary Right is not to be forfeited, and that the Acts of 


Parliament, by which he was excluded, were empty Forms, 


without Validity and without (ua, Theſe Teriets 
were aſſiſted by artful Calumnies, and 1 
tives to ſuch a Degree of Frenzy, that they imagined them- 


ſelves obeying the DiQates of their Religion, while they 
were endeavouring to expel or deſtroy the Monarch by whom 


it was ſupported ; and imagined that their Liberty could only 


be preſerved by the Advancement of a Prince who would be- 
lieve it his Duty to perſecute, and his Right to enſlave them. 
«© Infatuated, Sir, with theſe wild Notions of Juſtice and 
Policy, a great Part of the Nation thought. it neceſſary to 
refuſe Obedience to the Government; to ſet the Laws at De- 
fiance ; and to declare their Adherence to another Prince for 
whoſe Service Armies were levied, and whom a Foreign Mo- 
narch, celebrated for Romantic Valour and Chimerical Expe- 
ditions, was invited to eſtabliſh. So little did theſe Madmen 
in the Heat of' their Zeal regard the Welfare of their Coup- 
try, that they willingly expoſed it to the Plunder of tapacious 
Mercenaries, and to all the Devaſtations which were to be 
expected from Troops accuſtomed to all the Cruelties of W ar 
reſtrained by neither Tenderneſs nor Intereſt, and who could 
only enter theſe Kingdoms with a Deſign to load themſelves 
with Plunder, and live at Eaſe in their own Country upon 
the Wealth of Great Britain. | 
That this Diſturber of the World was ſnatched away by 
the Chance of War, in the midſt of new Schemes for the 
Ruin of Nations, and new Deſigns of augmenting his Power; 
and the Army of the Rebels, for want of Diſcipline and 


Commanders was eaſily overthrown ; and that both Juſtice 


and Lenity were employed to influence the People, I need 
- _ nor 


| nſinuations of perni- 
cious Deſigns ; and the People were wronght by various Mo- 
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any C in Opinions, or that thoſe whoſe Deſi 

been defeated believed them anjuſt, becauſe they 
unſucceſsful. It might be with Juſtice ſaſpeted, that thoſe 
who durſt clamour no longer openly, murmured in priva 


Hands, w not fail to ſnatch them 
could promiſe themſelyes ſtronger Support, or more 
A np tne 
* Such, Sir, was iſe the i all F Prin- 
ces of the State of Great Britain, which fy creed as 
governed by a King to whom more than half of his People 
were ſgbje& - by Force, and whom it was eaſy to em- 
barraſs with Inſurrections whenever he ſhould interpoſe' in 
the Aﬀairs of the Continent. They conceived the two Par- 
ties in this Kingdom to be in an Equipoiſe, and believed that 
any neighbouring Power might 'turn the Balance. 
Ie has been obſerved, that with regard to Governors and 
Subjects, Power ſubſiſts upon Opinion, and the ſams Remark 
may be extended to the Competition between different States. 
To be thought weak, and to be weak in Reality, may ſome- 
times produce the ſame Conſequerices. Enemies in either 
Rar gt an or 4 —.— and —— — nn 
though they ma etimes meet with Reſiſtanee which 
did not * likewiſe ſometimes in the Uncer- 
tainty of human Schemes be conducted by Error to the End 
which they propoſed ; and ſucceed by a Concurrence of fa- | 
vourable Accidents in Enterprizes, which they were induced 
to undertake only by a weak Confidence in falſe Reports. 
« Thus, Sir, our Diviſions naturally impaired the Influ- 
ence of the King, and weakened his Government even when 
all real of a Revolution had teaſed, when Reaſon 
had ts Influence, and the Phantoms of counterfeit 
Loyalty had been diſpelled by the Light of Truth. It was 
the Intereſt of Foreign Princes to believe him ſtill ſartounded 
by Enemies, and 'tis well known how difficultly Opinions are 
eradicated which are complicated with favourite Paſſions. 
There was in the Nation a numerous Faction who under va- 
rious Denominations, and upon various Motives favoured the 
Claim of the Pretender; this Faction was ented ' far 
more numerous, more powerful, and more r than it 
was; and thoſe Princes whom Chance or Ambition made the 
Enemies of the King of Great Britain, imagined that they 
had Allies in his own * Armies would (dart up 
3 2 en 


ed 
and that whoſe Swords had been wreſted 
again, 
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out — Towns and Villages at the Promiſe of Altflaves, 
and that they might oblige him to ſubmit to any Terme, or 
| . * or i Death, a the Expence of his own 
Subj 
4 och, Sir, was the Opinion which prevailed i in all the 
Courts of Earope, at the Time when our late King was in- 
formed that a Confederacy had been formed againſt him by 
the Courts af Madrid and Vienna; in which nothing leſs was 
deſigned than the Deſtruction of our Trade both in the Indies 
and the Mediterranean, the Subverſion of our Liberties, and 
the Advancement of the Pretender to the Throne. Againſt 
this Confederacy he ſecured the Nation and himſelf by an 
Alliance which counterbalanced it, and by entering into the 
Treaty of Hanover with France, divided the Power of the 
Houſe of Bourbon. 

The Confederacy of the Germans with the King of 
Spain, has been often ridiculed as improbable and imagina- 
ry; and thoſe who could not deny its Reality have repre- 
ſented it as an airy Project, a Scheme which it was not poſ- 
fible to execute, and which it was therefore not —— to 
obviate by any extraprdinary Meaſures. 

But the Probability of ſuch an Alliance appears from i 2 
View of the State of the Nation, and of the Opinions of Fo- 
Teign Princes at that Time. It was natural to project the 
Introduction of the Pretender into theſe Kingdoms, becauſe 
it was believed that he would be welcomed at his Arrival by 
the Acclamations, and ſupported in his Enterprize by the 
Arms of the People. It was rational to believe that they 
ſhould be able to deprive us of our Trade, becauſe the Ne- 
ceſſity of eſtabliſhing a new Monarch would divert the At- 
tention of our Government from Foreign Affairs, and it was 
not likely that any thing would be denied by — to ſuch 
kind Aſſiſtance, and ſo uſeful Allies. 


That the Spaniards were convinc'd of the Poſſibility of 


this Project, we may be aſſured, Sir, from the Confidence 
with which they expoſed a ſmall Body of their Troops, to 
be ſlaughtered, by landing them on the northern Part of this 
Iſland. No Man can imagine that they expected from them 
alone either Conqueſts or Reſiſtance ; and it is therefore evi- 
dent that they expected them to be joined by the Inhabi- 
tants, and imagined the Diſaffection ſo general, and the 
People ſo warlike, that to ere a Standard and to raiſe an 
Army, would be the ſame. 

+ Nor will it be difficult to conceive that this Opinion 
might be communicated with little Labour to the Court of 
Fienna, if we reflect how readily every Prince hearkens to 
Accounts that flatter his Inclinations, and how welcome 
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every Report will always be found, that encreaſes our own 
Dignity and Power, by repreſenting our Competitors as 
unable to ſtand before us. | weine By je 

© I am, Sir, indeed far from believing that the united 
Power of Germany and Spain could have driven our Mo- 
narch from his Throne; or that the Nation would even at 
that Time have received the Pretender ſupported by a foreign 
Power: But to infer that no ſuch Deſign was formed, be- 
cauſe it would probably have failed in the Execution, is by 
no means rational, It is to ſuppoſe that Men are never 
blinded by their Paſſions, or deceived by their Intelligence; 
that oppoſite Parties ſee the ſame Objects in the ſame Light, 
and that every Man proportions his Undertakings to his 


Strength. 1 ' = 
K The Error, Sir, of thoſe Princes was far from being 
ſuch as could diminiſh their political Reputation; if we ſup- 
them zealous for their 17 the Force of Enthu- 
aſm has been often ſeen; if we ſuppoſe their Heads heated 
by Ambition, it is eaſy to conceive that they might be hur- 
ried forward to imaginary Conqueſts which their Armies 
could never have atchieved ; if we confider them as corre- 
ſponding with the diſaffected Part of our own Nation; we 
know how readily every Man perſuades himſelf that his own 
Party will prevail, how he exaggerates in his own Mind 
its Numbers, its Wealth, and its Unanimity, and confident- 

ly affirms to others what he has learned to believe himſelf. 
From all theſe Cauſes, co-operating at once, what De- 
rees of Infatuation may not be expected? what may not 
onarchs be capable of undertaking, who being infected 
with Luſt of Dominion, imagine that their Happineſs will 
be encreaſgd as their Empire is extended; who think their 
Ambition authoriſed by Religion, and are aſſured by thoſe 
whom it is the higheſt Act of Impiety to diſbelieve, that 
they ſhall fight under the Banner of Omnipotence ? That 
Heaven will aſſiſt thoſe Forces which are levied for the Ex- 
tirpation of Hereſy, and that they are appointed to put an 

End to the Prevalence of Schiſm ? 2 

„When to theſe Motives, Sir, it is added, that the At- 
tempt is in itſelf without Danger, and that they are only to 
aſſiſt the greater Part of the Nation in butchering the leſs ; 
is it to be imagined, that Opportunities ſo favourable will 
not be imptoved ? That any Monarch will forbear to give 
an Inſtance of his Piety, when he may ſhew it by gratify- 

ing his Ambition? Or that he will not engage in a Deſi 
at once pleaſing, eaſy and meritorious ? | | 

Perhaps theſe Conſiderations, Sir, may induce the Houſe 
to allow that his late Majeſty, neither deceived the Parlia- 
ment 


enquire what was really to be dreaded from them. 
© It is well known, Sir, that the Favourers of the 
tender were at that Time ſufficiently numerous to diſturb 
the Nation, though not to inſlave it; and that theit Diſcon- 
tent was ſuch as might naturally haye incited them to a 
Rebellion, by which, though it would probably have ended 
in their Defeat, our Country might have been harraſſed for 
a long Time; and the Hon. Gentleman will ſcarcely affirtn 
that 'a Civil War is not a Calamity to be very cautiouſly 

avoided, what Party ſoever may be likely to prevail. 
If it is not to be imagined that Troops could have 
been landed on our Coaſts in ſuch Numbers as might have 
threatned Conqueſt, they might at leaft have burnt our VII- 
lages, and deſtroyed the Inhabitants ; they might have ra- 
our unfortified Towns, laid whole Counties deſolate, 
filled apt pry ho or wh preg} —_— 

our Armies at length deſtro m, the Injur | 
be revenged indeed, but could not be repair'd. wag * 
From ſuch Miſeries, Sir, if we were preſerved by a 
ſeaſonable Alliance with France, can the Author of it be 
cenſured as an Enemy of Great Britain? Can it be affirmed 
that Invaſions and Civil Wars are to be preferr'd to a 
Alliance by which no Claim was ps, and in which 
mutual Security was honourably ſtipulated upon equal Terms 
If we conſider, Sir, what has been urged againſt this 
Treaty, we ſhall be able to recolle& only violent Invectives 
without Proof, and noiſy Declamations without Reaſon, We 
have been told that France is the irreconcileable Enemy of 
Great Britain, that her Reſentments are never to be extin- 
guiſhed, and that her Intereſts are invariably oppoſite. We 
are told that to enter into Alliances with France is to deſttoy 
at once that Plan of Power, that our Anceſtors have ex- 
hauſted their Treaſures to eſtabliſh, and to ſacrifice all the 
Advantages of the laſt War. | 3 
 _ © Thele, Sir, are indeed pompous by which 
the Imagination may be warmed, but which have little 
Efficacy to convince the Reaſon ; Sounds which may raiſe 
Commotions in a popular Aſſembly, but can not have much 
Influence upon a Parliament. That our Anceſtors have ON 
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Policy. , 
poſe that Nation with moſt Vigour from whom we have 
moſt to fear ; not to enquire whom our Anceſters hated or 


— ES - Power, and vary our Politics as diffe- 
rent Exigencies may ha to require. 
We might at ſeaft, Sir, be expected from thoſe who- 
have declaimed for ſo many Years againſt the Treaty of 
Hanover, that they ſhould have ſhewn us what ill Conſe- 
quences have been produced by it; what Part of our Trade 
we have relinquiſhed, or what Pretenfions we have reſigned. 
It might not be unequitable to require, that they ſhould 
prove this Tranſaction to have brought upon us greater Evils 
than thoſe from which we were reſcued ; the Horrors of an 
Invaſion, and the Miſeries of a Civil War. 

* The Sir, of Deſerting our Ally js eaſily refuted, 
ſince that Ally was not deſerted till he had formed Schemes 
for our Deſtruction: That we contributed to aggrandiſe the 
Houſe of Bourbon, though it has been echoed round the King- 
dom, has not been proved; ſince no Man, however conh- 
dent in his Aſſertions, or vehement in his Invectives, has 
undertaken to ſhew, that the Treaty of Hanover either in- 
creaſed the Wealth, extended the Influence, or enlarged the 
Dominions of France. She gained nothing by it but a 
Neutrality, which, without any ſuch previous Stipulation, 
it had been our Intereſt to obſerve; but which, perhaps, bad 
not that Alliance been concluded, would have appeared the 
Effect of Cowardice or Weakneſs. | 

It was faid indeed by the Honourable Gentleman, that 
the French have given us no Aſſiſtance; but it does not ap- 
pear that we wanted or required it, or that by the Treaty 
of Hanover, we had a Right to demand it. Our Enemies 
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were diſcouraged from an 


no longer expect SucceſgG6. | 

- ©. Is it not, Sir, ſome A 
elated to a Degree of Inſolence, that incited him to. form 
Deſigns upon our Country, to plan the Subverſion of our Con- 
ſtitution, and doom us to irrecoverable Slavery, was reduced 


to confine his Reſentment to petty Ravages, and Inſults ra- 


ther malicious than dangerous? That inſtead of ſpreading 
Deſtruction over Britain, he was content to 255 For- 
treſs * with- held from him in his own Territories. 
Some have aſſerted in the Heat of their Animoſity, when 
irritated by frequent Defeats, and oppreſſed by Arguments 
to which they were unwilling to yield, tho' they found 
themſelves unable to confute them, that the Rapine and In- 
ſolence of the Spaniards have been always ſecretly encou- 
raged/by France: This, Sir, is an Inſinuation of which it 
does not appear to me, that the Importance is proportioned 
to the malignant Pleaſure with which it is produced 3 for 
how can it affect the Conduct of the Miniſtry, whether it be 
true or falſe ? <> 
If the French, Sir, did in reality exaſperate the Sani- 
ards againſt us, at the Time when they engaged with the 
utmoſt Solemnity to aſſiſt us againſt them; if while they 
were exchanging Ratifications, and redoubling Proteſtations 
of Friendſhip, they endeavoured to embarraſs our Govern- 
ment, and obſtrut our Commerce, what can be inferred 
from their Conduct but their own Perfidy ? And by what 
Law is a Miniſter of Great Britain to be puniſhed for thoſe 
Crimes in which he did not concur ? , | RY 
© In Political as in private Tranſactions mutual Tyuſt is 
unavoidable ; nor can any more be required from, either 
Party than to preſerve his own Faith, and watch that the 
other does not make uſe of an Appearance of Friendſhip. to 
injure or betray him. No Man ought to ſuffer-but for his 
own Wickedneſs or Negligence, becauſe no Man can regu- 
late the Conſcience of another. | „ 
But it is not neceſſary, Sir, to have Recourſe to the ſe- 
cret Operation of remote Agents for the Explication of 
Events, of which the immediate Cauſes may be ſo eaſily aſ- 
ſigned. The Spaniards, though they found their Scheme of 
an Invaſion no longer practicable, had yet ſo much Conſi- 
dence in the Accounts which they had received of the Vio- 
lence of our Factions, and the Ardour of our Animoſities, 
that they imagined us to be in a State that would not allow 
us to regard our Honour or our Commerce, and believed 
that they might without Danger inſult our Flag and plun- 
der our Merchants. 
© That 
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of the Spani/e Territories made it eaſy for the Governors to 
elude the Orders of their Maſter, or to deceive him with 
falſe Repreſentations, which could not always he confuted by 
our Miniſters before their Attention was diverted by ſome 
new Controverly. The Delays in the Spani& Forms of Pre- 
ceeding, well adapted to favour any fraudulent Deſign, of- 
ten made it impoſkble to re Proof of an unjuſt Seizure, 
for the Maſter of a Veſſel was perhaps dead, and his Crew 
diſperſed, before his Cauſe was determined. £7 

It might indeed be ſuſpected that theſe Ravages were 
not committed by the ** of Spain without the Conni- 
vance of their Court ; and that the Orders ſent to Spain would 
not have been ſo long eluded, had the Officers believed that 
Compliance would have been more likely to procure Favour 
or Promotion: But as their King nat only diſowned their 
Proceedings, but promiſed that Juſtice ſhould be rigorouſly 
obſerved ; and as War is always the laſt Remedy which a 
wiſe Government employs, it was thought more prudent to 
preſerve our Claims by frequent Repetitions, and to wait for 
ſome Opportunity of obtaining their Confirmation, than to 
aſſert them by Force, and load the Nation with the Expences 
of a War. 3 | wh 
When the Project was formed of eſtabliſhing Don Carlos 
in /taly, we thought the Opportunity obtained which we 
had ſo long deſired, and therefore readily complied with the 
Propoſitions which were made us for eſtabliſhing a laſting 
Peace with Spain. This indeed we did not ſubmit to pur- 
chaſe at a high Rate, for the Tranſportation of Don Carlos, 
though it gratified the Ambition of his Mother, was no great 
Sacrifice on our Part. 'There was no Enemy to encounter, 
no Danger to fear ; and the Expence which alone can be 
complained of, ought to be compared with that of a War 
which it was probable we might avoid by it. 

« Yet the Miniſtry, Sir, by this Step furniſhed their Ad- 
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yerſaries with a, new Theme for Declamation ; they have 
been charged with throwing Weight into that Scale of Power 
which was too heavy before, with a un the Influence 
of the Houſe of Bourbon thro" the whole ontinent of Europe, 
and with endangering our future Commerce by in 
them with the Dominion of the Mediterranean. '' 

But before theſe Invectives are indulged, it ought to be 
_ that we granted ſome Advantage which it was impo- 

itick to grant, and which it was in our Power to deny ; 

that we could have hindered the Spaniards from the Acqui- 
fition of that Part of Hay, or have hindered them without 
more Expence and Danger, than our Intereſt in the Tranſac- 
tion could induce us to incur. 2 

© Tt ought to be examined, Sir, whether it was not more 
prudent to procure a Reconciliation of long Diſputes, by 
afliſting them in an Enterpriſe which they could have exe» 
cuted by their own Strength; and by appearing to favour 
Deſigns which we could not effectually obſtruct; than to ex- 
aſperate Hatred and inflame Quarrels by needleſs Oppofition, 
and to harraſs ourſelves with a War of which it was impoſ- 
ſible to foreſee the Succeſs, or fix the Duration. 

© It was faid by the hon. Gentleman, that our Compli- 
ance had no other Effect upon the Spaniards than to heighten 
their Inſolence, to harden their Obſtinacy, and to confirm 
their Contempt ; that therefore our Money was laviſhed 
without Recompence, and our Alliance offered only to 'be 
llighted. 
'E I confeſs, Sir, that neither the Policy nor the Gratitude 
of the Spaniards, could induce them to improve the Advances 
which were made at Seville into a firm and laſting Friendſhip ; 
that their Inſolence had not been abated, or their Pretenſions 
remitted ; and that their Depredations after a very ſhort Su- 
ſpence were renewed with equal Rapacity and equal Cruelty. 
Of this the Parliament itſelf has complained in its Addrefles 
ta the King, nor does the Cauſe of which I have undertaken 
the. Defence, require that any Truth ſhould be denied or 
diſguiſed. | | 

* Theſe Ravages and Cruelties, Sir, are Facts of which 
no Man will diſpute the Certainty or palliate the Injuſtice ; 
but it appears to me, that every impartial and candid En- 
quirer will diſcover, that they cannot rationally be charged 
on the Miniſtry : For how can it be imagined that they could 
willingly promote the Diſappointment of their own Mea- 
ſures, or what Intereſt can they be ſuppoſed to adyance by 
increaſing the Diſcontent. of the People? The Conduct of 
the Spaniards mult be therefore attributed only to themſelves ; 


nor can it be expected that we ſhould-undertake to 2 
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* their Folly: or their 'Wickedneſs, or to teach them either 
is Politicks or, Gratitude. __ , ADE 
* * I cannot but obſerve, Sir, that in the Charges made by 
* the Hon. Gentlemen, the Crimes of Mankind are amaſſed 
* together and thrown. upon a fingle Perſon, who is ſo unfor- 
8 tunate in his Situation, that he is equally to be accuſed of 
be the Miſconduct of his Friends and of his Enemies; of Tranſ- 
actions by which his Influence is apparently diminiſhed, as 
well as thoſe by which it may ſeem to be advanced: He is 
a repreſented as the general Dictator of Guilt, nor is any 
at Man imagined to deviate from the Right, but by his Inſti- 
on or Connivance. | 1 
Unhappy ſurely is the Lot of that Man, from whom an 
Account is required of the Conduct of thoſe whom he has 
ngt Power to direct; whom neither Diſtance nor Ignorance 
can ſecure from being an Aſſociate in every AR of Wick- 
edneſs.; and whoſe Innocence can only be preſerved by a 
Reformation of the Univerſe. ' | eb 
* That the Miniſtry, Sir, have been inſenſible of the Suf- 
ſerings of their Country, that they have ſeen without Con- . 
cern the Obſtruction of our Trade, and heard without Com- 
the Complaints of our Merchants ; that they have 
ſat at Eaſe in the Enjoyment of their Salaries, while their 
Fellow - ſubjects were languiſhing in Diſtreſs ; and inſulted or 
neglected thoſe Calamities which their Indolence, Unſkil-, 
fulneſs or Cowardice had brought upon the Nation, are In- 
ſinuations which ought not to be credited, becauſe they 
cannot be proved. | | 
Their frequent Remonſtrances to the Court of Sgain 
afford ſufficient Evidence, that they did not forget their Duty 
or neglect it; their Aſſertion of our Rights ſhew that they 
had no Intention to reſign them. And the Charge of In- 
3 Negligence, and Corruption, muſt be reduced at 
laſt only to this, that they thought Succeſs more likely to 
be obtained by Negotiation, which others expected only 
from Violence and Slaughter. | | 
© Had the Spaniards, Sir, been perſuaded at length. ta. 
attend to the Remonſtrances of Juſtice, to reſtore what they 
could not retain without Robbery, and admit what they 
cannot deny without the Violation of the moſt ſolemn Trea- 
ties; had the Pacific Acts of Negotiation terminated our 
Diſputes, procured Security to our Trade, opened the Seas 
of the Weft-Indies, and eſtabliſhed, upon equitable Terms, 
that Concord which is neceſſary to the Happineſs of both 
Nations; Would thoſe allow themſelves Criminal who had 
ſo long ſounded the Trumpet of War, who had called out 
inceſſantly far Repriſals and Revenge, and who had 3 
e e 2 
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ied their Floquenics to ioflarie the Reſentiient of the N- 
tion, and to incite the Parliament to Impatiente and Vie- 
be 


lence ? Would they have admitted, that they 
defervedly cenſured as the _ of their Coun — 
endexvouring to precipitate us into an unneceffary Wat, 
and for 46685 Havock, Bloodfhed ard Confuſiom ? 
Would they not have arged that they had only give 
their Opinion, with that Liberty which is allowed in Patti: 
mentary Debates, and with that Sincerity which Patriotiſm re- 
quires ? That they were deceived by falſe 1 — or 
hurried on by a Zeal too impatient of the Injuries of the 
Publick ? That they did not lay any Claim to ience or 
Infallibility, and that 1 * Errors could never be 
jaſtiy puniſhed, becauſe they could not be avoided ? And 


would not this Plea have fatisfled the moſt rigorous Enqut-' 


rer, and pacified the warmeſt Refentment ? _ 

© Whoever, Sir, admits the Validity of chis Excuſe, 
which he that denies has no great Regard to his own Ho- 
nour or Safety, muſt allow, that it may be now urged; with 
equal Jaffice, in Vindication of the Miniſtry. If they have 
been miftaken in their Choice of Meaſures, they have been 
betrayed into Error only by their Caution; nor did'their 
Delays profeed from any other Cauſe, than the Fear of en- 
creaſing the Expences of the Pubſick, and hazarding the 
Quiet of Europe by precipitate Reſolutions. EE 

I ſhall not infiſt at this Time on the Probability that 
contrary Meaſures, if they had been perſued by the Miniſtry, 
would have been oppoſed with equal Vehemence, and their 
Abfurdity aggravated with the fame Violence of Declama- 
tion : That the Miniftry would have been ented as Men 
hardened againſt all the Impulſes of Humanity; who Took'd 
with Satisfaction on Slaughter, Devaſtations and Crdelty ; 
who were delighted with embroiling the World, and em- 
ploying one Nation in the DeftruQtion of another; who had 
involved their Country in foreign Wars only to divert the 
- Attention of the Publick from their own Miſcarriages and 
Corruption; and who would prolong it without End, as it 


might give them Opportunities of gratifying their Friends 


and expoſing their Adverſaries. 

That ſuch would have been the Outcries of the Oppo- 
ſition, if more violent Meaſares had been perſued, I do not 
affirm, Sir, whatever F may believe. I do not affirm it, 
becanſe I think that every Aſſertion ought to be ſupported 
by Evidence, and that Poſitions and Conjectures are to be 
carefully diſtingurſhed. I will however declare with great 
Confidence, that this Accuſation had been more juſt and 
more plauſible ; and that the Vulgar, upon whom * In- 
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Inſolence and Rapacity of the ard, againſt whom 
therefore War has been proclaimed, and proſecuted in ſuck 
a Manner as was moſt likely to attain the End for which 
War ought always to be made; the Redreſs of Wrongs and 
Re-eſtabliſhment of Peace. 9 

But the Miniſtry, Sir, have been no leſs unfortunate in 


their Conduct of the War than in their Methods of Neg 
tiation'; for their Opponents appear reſolved to be equally 
diffatisfied on every Occafion, and to diſcover 2 
Cowardice, or Corruption, whatever Meaſures are 1 
- © 'The War has indeed had already one Effect that they 
may, without want of Candour, be ſuſpected of defiring. It 
has furniſhed them with numerous Topics of Accuſation 
which they could not have obtained in Time of Peace. 
It has given them an Opportunity of diverſifying their In- 
vectives, and enlivening their Harangues ; and enabled them 
to fubſtitute new Calumnies in the Place of thoſe which, 
though no wag credited, they had been hitherto forced to 
repeat. The Exciſe, which had with unwearied Eloquence 
been for many Years echoed from one fide of this Houſe to 
the other; the Dangers of a Standing Army which had been 
exaggerated with all the Zeal of ardent Patriotiſm ; and even 
the Convention which, tho' a later Subject, had been diſ- 
cuſſed till it was no longer a Terror but a Vexation to 
Mankind, gave way to more ſplendid Themes ! Themes on 
which the Imagination might expatiate without Labour, 
and Eloquence wanton without the Aid of Invention : They 


harangued now on the Bravery of our Sailors, the _— 
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Weakneſs of Spain. _— „% e IC 
But when they had amuſed themſelves with the Dis- 
- play of our Power, and gratified their Love of their Country 
| by a Recollection of her ancient Glory, they always con- 
cluded with a pathetical Lamentation of our preſent Mi- 
ſeries ; they complained that our Force was reſtrained by 
the Corruption of our Governors ; that the Courage of our 
Sailors was of no other Uſe than to heighten their Impati- 
ence of the ignominious Inactivity to which they were con- 
demned ; that our ancient Honours were tamely ſuffered to 
be torn from us; that we were no longer courted, rever - 
enced, or feared ; that the Spaniards, howeyer weak, how- 
ever contemptible, were yet ſucceſsful in the War ; and that 
we perceived no other Effect of our Armaments than Ex- 
pence and Diſappointments. 4 F A 
When they were aſked. from what Cauſes theſe Com- 
plaints proceeded, what Dominions had been taken from us, 
or what Battles we had loſt, it was anſwered, that not to 
have conquered in ſuch a War was to be overcome; that 
it was expected by the People of this Nation, that a ſingle 
Fleet ſhould have reduced Spain to Submiſſion, and. that 
one Effort of the Britiſb Force might put us in Poſſeſſion of 
the Mines of the Veſt Indies. 6 
Such Expectations indeed it is common for the People, 
to form at the Commencement of a War; and it has not been 
unuſual for Governors to promote them, though perhaps with- 
out ſufficient Regard to Juſtice or to Prudence ; neither of 
which could ever countenance the Propagation of Falſhodd. 
For if the People are perſuaded to think too highly of, their, 
own Strength, what can be expected but that they will demand 
Succeſs proportioned to their imaginary Force? And that the 
Blame of every Defeat will fall upon the Government? 
Such Expectations, Sir, were therefore never raiſed by the 
Miniſtry, becauſe they knew that they could only be gratified 
by Chance, in which no wiſe Man will put any Confidence: 
But they were eagerly excited by the Boaſters of Patriotiſm. 
who knew that Succeſs would be received as a Confirmation 
of their Predictions, and would eſtabliſh the Reputation of 
their Sagacity; but that any Defeat would be imputed to 
the Miniſtry, and blow up the Flames of publick Hatred ; and 
that in the mean Time they gained every Day the Favour of 
the Populace, to whom nothing is more grateful .than exag- 
gerate Repreſentations of their own Strength. 
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They therefore called out inceſſantly far a vigorous Pro- 
ſecution of the War; they required that Inſolence ſhould no 


longer be born without Reſentment, nor Ravages without 
Repriſals ; 
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Repriſals ; they demanded that Fleets ſhould be equipped, 
chat Commerce ſhould be protected, and Spain hambled.” 
“ Ships were N put into Commion, now Veſ- 
ſels were built, the Workmen in the Docks were 'enjoined 
double Labour, nayal Stores were purchaſed and Contract 
for Provifions made every Day ; but our Fleets com- 
pletely rigged remained in our Harbours' for warit of Men, 
and our Enemies roved at large over the Ocean, while we 
were ſoliciting our Sailots to engage in the Service of the 


For removing this Obſtacle, Sir, at which the Oppo- 
nents of the Miniſtry were for the greateſt Part content to 
clamour ; without any Endeavour or perhaps any Deſire to 
ſurmount it, becauſe they found ſpecious Reaſons for im- 
pating it to the Adminiſtration, many Schemes were offer- 
ed : But they were almoſt always oppoſed with the utmoſt 
Obſtinacy, by Men who had wearied the Parliament with the 
Juſtice and Neceflity 'of the War, with the Diminution 
of our Trade, and the Importance of an uninterrupted Na- 
vigation. | | | 5 | 
© When one Project was diſapproved, another was pro- 
ſed ; and nothing was left unattenipted that might contri- 
ute to that Succeſs which all appeared to wiſh, though 
only the Miniftry endeavoured to procure it. But to every 
Propoſal that could be formed, to every Method that In- 
vention or Experience could ſuggeſt, ſo many Inconveniences 
were objefted by the zealous Guardians of the Liberties of 
the People, that much Time was waſted, and Loſſes ſuffered 
by the Merchants. « / x 
But that Sagacity, Sir, which always enabled them ta 
improve every Accident to their own Advantage, ſuggeſted 
to them that they might now accuſe the Miniſters of delay- 
ing the Preparations for War, detaining the Ships ' which 
were to guard the Coaſts, and expoſing the Merchants by 
Negligence or Defign to the Rapacity of the Saniſb Privateers. 
At length, Sir, our Fleets in the Veit Indies began 
Hoſtilities ; the Spaniards were confined to their Ports; their 
Colonies were kept in continual Terror ; and one of their 
moſt important Settlements was laid in Ruins. Who would 
not now have thought that the Miniſtry had given ſufficient 
Proofs of their Sincerity in the Proſecution of the War, and 
that there could be no longer any Pretence for Complaints? 
But even this Advantage Del only to ſhew, how a vigilant 
and ſagacious Patriot can improve every Occurrence to the 
Propagation of his Tenets and the Support of his Cauſe. The 
Miniſtry, Sir, was on this Occaſion once more loaded with 
Calumnies ; they were now accuſed as ſecretly chagrined = 
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For this Purpoſe, Sir, they did not fal | 
the iſe, and magnify the Advantages that were to 


expected | | tion 
that it formed no Ideas but of the Conquelt 2 
Indies, and the utter Deſtruction of the Yaris Dominigns. 
The Friends of the Government, tho' pleaſed with the 
Succeſs of the Expedition in proporyiep to its Importance, 
diſcovered no ſuch Raptures of Exultation : They rejoiced in- 
deed, but with that Moderation whieh accompanies. true 
Greatneſs of Mind; they praiſed the Bravery and Prodence 
of Yetnon, but without exalting him above all his Predeceſ- 
ſors ; they thought that to give way to an Exceſs of Praiſe 
or Joy upon any flight Advantage, had a Tendency to lefſen 
the Reputation of our Arms, as it might be inferred by 
1 that our Exultation was produced only by our 
Whatever, Sir, were the Motives of their Conduct, it 
may be imagined that in a Nation where Freedom is fo la- 
viſhly boaſted, every Man might plead an Exemption from 
the Neceſlity of joining his Voice to Shouts of which be did 
not know the Reaſon, or which he thought too loud far the 
Occaſion which produced them ; and that no Man would ac- 
cuſe him of Diſaffection to his Country, becauſe he did * 
0 


evaporate in uſeleſs Congratulations, and wild Effuſions 
ollity. | We 
; But as Men reſolv'd to cenſure can never want a Fund 
of Accuſation, no ſooner were the Miniſters ſtigmatized as 
Enemies to Vernon, than they were diſcovered to have form- 
ed a Plot for his Deſtruction in Concert with the Spaniard: 
and French; whoſe Fleets had found an Opportunity of unit - 
ing, while our Admiral was cruifing on another Part of the 
Caaſt, and guarding a Fortreſs of which the Importance has 
been formerly one of the popular Subjects of tion, 


They indeed failed immediately to the LEY before 
there was any Opportunity of interrupting their Courſe L999 
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is well known. If it be true, that they failed with the Cou- 
ſent of our Miniſters, as inſinuated by the hon Gentleman; 
it muſt be allowed, that they were trapan'd by them iato 
uſeleſs, Expences and unproſitable Fatigues ; and that they 
have at length Reaſon to complain of that Friend, by whom 
they are ſaid to have been ſo favoured and aſſiſtet. 
hut what Defence can be made of the Conduct of the 
Miniſter, when it is urged that the French are now, in Op- 
poſition to all the Faith of Treaties, buſy in the Reparation of : 
the Port of Dizkirk; and that they are eſtabliſhing an Aſylum 
for Privateers, and preparing to diſpute: the Command 
the Channel? What, but that by confeſſing that they a 
in Contradiction to Treaties, it is granted that the Miniſtry 
is to be acquitted ; for let me once more remind thoſe who - 
may be inelined to patroniſe the Motion, that no Man is to 
be puniſhed for the Diſhoneſty of another. 
-« Such; Sir, is the Charge againſt the Adminiſtration of 
foreign Affairs, and with ſo little Difficulty is that Charge re- 
fated. "Whether the Conduct of domeſtick Tranſactions will 
not admit of a Vindication yet more clear and eaſy, remains 
now to be examined. 6 | | 
As it is never grateful to my Diſpoſition; to think or 
ſpeak with Contempt of any Man, I am not without ſome 
doubt whether I ſhould not paſs over the Exciſe in Silence; for 
who can reſtrain his Imagination from ſome Sallies of ſatirical 
Merriment,' when he ſees Men reſolved to accuſe without any . 
Subject of Accuſation ; and finds Malice reduced to the Ne- 
ceſſity of gratifying itſelf with Dreams of imaginary Hard- 
ſhips ahd mere Poſſibilities of Guilt. | N 
L“eet us ſtate the Queſtibn ſo far as it relates to the Exciſe 
with Coolneſs and Impartiality. About eight Years ago the 
Right Hon. Gentle man was /aid to have formed a Scheme 
which was proved to be advantageous to the Revenue, and ſaid 
to be detrimental to the People. This Scheme was laid be- 
fore this Houſe, and approved by the greater Number; but 
was thrown aſide by him to gratify the People ; and it is 
now moved that the ſu Author of this Scheme ſhould 
be for ever excluded from his Majeſty's Counſels: h 
« Such, Sir, is the Crime, and fuck is the Puniſhment. A 
Perſon diſtinguiſhed for his Abilities and famous for his Ar- 
dour for Liberty, long honoured with the Favour of his S800 
vereign, and long intruſted with the moſt important Employ- 
ments, is to be branded with Infamy and deprived of Truſt ; 
for having been ſuppos'd to form Meafures which were 
ſuſpected of a pernicious Tendency, and from which that 
Suſpicion induced him to deſiſt. W e ee ; 
Vor. Ann, | d d Ilia 
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« Had the Scheme bien rially 


and really redu 
that the — 
bation of the Parliament would have — him — 244 2 
ſecution ; but this Approbation, it ſeems, is on: 29; I 
to be pleaded, becauſe the Parliament is no longer the 
preſentative of the People 3; this Houſe is only a Herd of 
— hired to 


low · Subjects. 


That this Charge, Sir, is known by the Part of 


this Houſe to be falſe may eaſily be conceived ; but it will 


appear an Aſſertion ſomewhat daridg ta declare that it is 
known to be falſe by thoſe that produce it; and yet why elſe. 


do they produce it, much more why, do they produce it here? 


Can they expect that any Man ſhould concur in his own Ruin; 
that a Houſe of which the Majority vote for Pay, will de- 


tect or puniſh that Corruption by which they are influenced; 


or that any Man who has received a Bribe will inform 


againſt the Hand that gave it 


When they apply to this Houſe for the Detection or - 


niſhment of Bribery, they muſt believe that the greateſt Num- 


ber is not influenced by Money; and yet if that be their Opi- 


nion, they. muſt retract their Charge. 

© It has been urged i in Juſtification of the Motion, that who 
ther Miſcarriages in publick Affairs ariſe from Error or from 
Deſign, they equally prove the Neceſſity of removing him, by 


whom they were tranſacted, from Places of Truſt; becauſe the 
Publick may be equally injured by Incapacity or Treachery. 


Will it not in the ſame Manner appear, that 7 ots wb have 


produced this Charge ought to be excluded from the Manage- 


ment of publick Affairs, whether it be true or falſe; ſince if 
it be true, their Conduct can be the Effect only of Madneſs, 
and if it be falſe, of Wickedneſs. 

But whatever be at length determined with regard, to the 
Facts which have been ſo often examined, whether the Treaty. 
of Hanover was beneficial or detrimental to the Nation, whe- 


ther the Spaniards have been oppoſed or ſupported in their. 


Inſolence, whether the French have incited or reſtrained them, 
whether the Exciſe was a Scheme of Oppreſſion, or a rational 
Method of preventing Abuſes, and whether the Parliament 
be corrupt or honeſt, haw can the Propriety of the Motion be 
be evinced ?. Why is it directed againſt this Perſon? And, 
why are not others included in the fame Cenſure __ 

The only Reaſon of this Motion which can be openly. 


avowed, mult be the Deſire of puniſhing the Author of the | 


publick Miferies, and deterring others from the ſame Crimes 
by an Example of Juſtice and Severity. But it has in all 
former Times been thought neceſſary to prove Guilt 1 


for their Maſter, and to give up to his 
Diſpoſal the Rights, the Properties, and Lis of thei bet 
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propoſed before this Day that the 


In the 2 Caſe, Sir, it is aſſerted that the Nation is 
redueed to 1 and Diſtreſs ; that it is oppreſſed by an 
unneceſſary- Army, and loaded with Taxes, of which it does 
— appear how they can be employed but to corrupt the Par- 
liament; and it is demanded therefore, not that the Enquiries 
ſhould be made into the State of the Publick, not that the 
Army ſhould be diſbanded, or that our Taxes ſhould be re- 
duced, but That Sir Robert Walpole be e from his Ma- 
Jefty's Preſence and Counſtls. 

Such a Propoſal could be dictated only by the Rage of 
diſappointed Oppoſition, which has at length collected all its 
e and exerted all its Malice in one d Effort; and 
which is now too much irritated to obſerve any longer the 
Rules of Decency, or to pretend any longer a Zeal for pub- 
— — an Ardour for Liberty, or Tenderneſs for the 

eo 

© Had this Motion, Sir, boos qrodeced by laudable De- 
ſigns, it would have been recommended otherwiſe than 
vehement Iuvectives and general Aſſertions; for as the 
is, ſuch generally are the Means: And it is not eafily that 
a wiſe Man is perſuaded of the Juſtice of that Intention, 
which he fees promoted either by Violence or Fallacy. 

The Fallacy of the Argument uſed on this Octafion is 
too groſs not to be diſcovered, and too contemptible not to 
be derided, were not the End propoſed by it ſo atrocious as 
not to admit of the Prevalence of any Paſſion bat Horror and 
Deteſtation. The Fallacy, Sir, conſiſts in ſuppoſing, what 
is principally-to. be proved, that the Right Honourable Per 
{on on whom the Cenſure is to fall, has been for themy 
Years not only the Chief but the Sole DireQor of all Foreign 
and Domeſtic Affairs; that he has at ones levied Armies and 
raiſed Taxes, enacted Laws and ratified Treaties, and go- 
verned at the ſame Time the Council and the Parliament. 

If, Sir, the Right Honourable Gentleman has not been 
the chief Adviſer and Dire&or of all National Affairs, the 
Motion muſt be without the leaſt Degree of Juſtice: or Pro- 
priety; beeauſe it will tend to fix an unjuſt Cenfure, and to 
puniſh one Man with perpetunl Infamy for the Crimes of 
another. It will tend to harden the principal Agent, who- 
ever he may be, in the @ontinuance of his wicked Practices; 
fince he wilt ſuppoſe the publick Vengeance already ſatisfied, 
and wilt nd chat he is fafe from Poniſhment, by being free 
from Suſpicion. 

* If the Right Honourable Gentleman be not che Sole Au- 
thor of theſe fatal Meaſures, it is evident that the Motion 


has ariſen not from publick Spirit, not from à virtuous _— 


d 2 
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teflation of corrupt Conduct, not from a 
Abuſes, and reſtoring to the Byitib Name its ancient Digni- 
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ty; but from narrow Views, and ſelfiſh Deſigns, from ſordid 


Intereſt, or virulent Maleyvolence. For why is ond Man 
ſingled out for Vengeance among ſo many Aſſociates in the 


ſame Crimes? Why is not the proportioned to 


. the Guilt ? and 'why is publick Juſtice defrauded: or ob- 


© Of ſuch Procedure, Sir, no other Account can be given, 


than that one Man is more feared or hated than the reſt; 


nor can this Fear or Deteſtation be imputed, to any other 
Cauſe than the Number of his Friends, or' the Superiority-of 
his Abilities 3 for fince his Wickedneſs appears not more 
enormous than that of others, he muſt be diſtingui from 
the Crowd by ſome other Qu 

Happy would the Briti 


lities 


Nation be, if this Ardour of 


| Proſecution, proceeded from any other Cauſe ; if the Perſons, 


who have ſo long declared themſelves Enemies to the Right 
Honourable Gentleman, were not incited againſt him only 
by his Importance to the State, by the Vigour of his you 
ſanding, and the Extent of bis Knowledge; that - 
ſanding which has enabled him to diſcover and diſconcert 
all the Schemes, by which they have hitherto endeavoured 
to riſe upon his Ruin; and that Knowledge which has been 
ſo ſuccebfully employed, in defending the Meaſures of the 
— and demonſtrating the true Intereſt of the 
2 «They have long diſcovered, or imagined themſelves to, 


1 have diſcovered, that they are hindered from ſucceeding” in 


their Deſigns only by his Induſtry, Influence, and Capacity ; 
and have therefore determined at any Rate to procure his 
Removal. What their real Deſigns are I ſhall not pretend 
to inform the Houſe ; but if we take a View of the diffe- 
rent Perſons who have concurred in the Oppoſitien, and re- 
fle& upon the Contrariety of their Principles, Habits, and 
Conduct, it will not eafily be ſuppoſed that they can be ce- 
mented either by Affection to the preſent Government, or by 
any uniform Principle except that of Intereſt ; nor can it be 
conceived that they propoſe any other Changes, than ſuch as 
may increaſe their own Fortunes, by inveſting them with 
the chief Poſts of Profit and of Truſt, 1 
Such Suſpicions, Sir, which muſt naturally ariſe 


* 


the firſt View of this Chaos of Oppoſition reduced to Order 


and to Form, has been every Day confirmed by the Effects 
which have ariſen from its Coalition; by an inceſſant Ob- 
uction of the juſteſt Meaſures, by a reſtleſs Turbulence of 
mene, which has always animated their Ene by 
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— ery aber nj re atmoſt Effort 
havſted with fruitleſs Endeavours to, diſturb the by, 
and corrupt the Loyalty of the People: Aud tho', there is a 


Degree of Wickedueſs of which it is ſcaxce--realonable to 


hope for a Reformation, yet I cannot bat flatter myſelf 
theſe Gentlemen, after having ſeen their laſt Expedient 
fled," and their moſt vigorous Aſſaules born with Patience, 
and repulſed with Eaſe, will at length deſiſt ſor their own. 


Sakes from oppoſing what they cannot prevent, and from 
5 „ cy Ver ee to be over- 


come. 1 1 
I cannot but hope, Sir, that they may be Ar on 

by the Conſideration of their own, Eaſe, to concur with the 

Meaſures of the Government; and that by a ſhort Experi 


ence 
of the Satisfaction of Virtue, and the Peace of Loyalty, they 


may be induced to perſeyere with Sincerity in that Conduct, 
in which they were at rl engaged ny by Wearineſs, Vex: 
ation or Deſpair. 

This at leaſt I will 2 them, that they will more 
probably attain, by ſuch a Change of their Schemes, thoſe 
Advantages! which they are ſuipected of purſuing, with as 


much Ardour at leaſt as, the Intereſt of their Country; and 


that no Remembrance of paſt Injuries will incite the Gentle- 
man againſt whom their Malice is this Day directed, to em- 
ploy his Authority or Abilities againſt them; ſince I am con- 
vinced 'that he has hitherto rather pitied than hated them, 
and that he will be immediately reconciled to chem upon 
their Return to their Duty. 

This, Sir, I can boldiy promiſe upon Un Acquaintance 
with him, and frequent Experience of his Tenderneſs, Equi- 
ty, tion and Candour : Qualities of which 1 am not, 
on this Occaſion, either aſhamed or afraid to declare, that 
they have endeared him to me; and which if bis Enemies 
had poſſeſſed in the ſame Dana, this Motion had never 
been offered. 

\ © But whateyer Influence perſonal Motives may have upon 
others, I find Reaſons of a very different Kind, which have 
determined my Opinion on this Queſtion: Reaſons which 


ariſe only from Regard to Liberty, to Juſtice, -and to Truth. 


The Meaſures Which have been mentioned, as proper Grounds 
far the ſevereit Cenſure;-are ſuch as have hitherto app 
and I find not any new Arguments offered, by which. 1 


* be induced to condemn what I formerly deſendęed. 


? I find, Sir, the ſuppoſed Guilt of all theſe rr Miſ- 
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p 
whoſe Purity of Intention, and Simplici 
ſent the Arts by which they were deluded into & Concur- 


IT. eafily foreſee, chat if this Motion be admitted, s Ju- 


ftice of Parliamentary Cenſures, and by Conſequence their Au- 
thority and E is at an End ; fince it will at any Time 
be in the Power of a Majority, inflamed by Faction or Re- 
ſentment, to putiiſh thoſe whom no Evidence is 
to convict; and therefore, I declare, that I . IG 
this Motion, and any orher of the ſome * 151 


Then Mr rin poke to the ERR following : 


Fir, | 

« As ie has bees obſerved tha doſe, who have 
approved the Meaſures of the Gentleman into whoſe” Con- 
duct we are now inquiring, cannot be expected to diſavow 
their former Decifions, unleſs new A ts are produced 
of greater Force than thoſe which have formerly been of- 
fered ; ſo the ſame Steadineſs muſt be excuſed in thoſe who 
have oppoſed them, unleſs hy can now hear chem better 
defended. 

It is an eſtabliſhed Maxim, Sir, chat a Time is the 
Teſt of Opinions, Falſehood grows every Day weaker, and 
Truth gains upon Mankind. This is more eminently juſt 
in political Aſſertions, which often reſpect future Events, 

the remote Conſequences of Tranſactions; and there- 
fore never fail to be, by Time, inconteſtably verified or un- 
deniably confated. On many Occaſions it is impoſſible to 
determine the Expediency of Meaſures, otherwiſe than by 
ConjeQure ; becauſe almoſt every Step that can be taken 
may have a Tendency to a good as well as to a bad End: 
And as he that propoſes, and thoſe that promote icmay con- 
ceal their Intentions, till they are ripened into Execution, 
Time only can diſcover the Motives of their Demands, and 


the Principles of their Condu&, + 


For this Reaſon, Sir, it may eaſily ; be expected that bad 
Meaſures will be condemned by Men: of Integrity when their 
Conſequences are fully diſcovered ; tho* when they were pro- 


poſed, they might by plauſible Declarations and ſpecions 


Appearances, obtain their Approbation or Applauſe, "Thoſe, 
ty of Morals, ex- 


them to Credulity and implicite Conkdonee; moſt” re- 


rence 9 te their Country 3 dic 
IC 


produced 
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which he Teer Ka an cool 5 
or Win arent, n | 

ith Regard to ſuch DT oe e e of - 

licical Stodies had not. them to Abe the Que 

tions. when they. were rit debated; in giving 
their Su 2a. were, e f mach. dicted By their on 
Compiction, as. by the 2 of Men, whos Experience 
and Knowled edge they knew to LN aud whoſe CORY 
they bad hitherto. found no. to diftruſt, | 
naturally expected that, when they ſes thoſe Rae Auch 
were recom as bees 7 23: 
ductive only of uſion el and Di 8 . 
ſhould acknowledge their Error forſake. their Guides, 
whom they —_ now. diſcover to. have been either ignorant, 
or n e their former 
Decifions, endeavour C they 
have n to 5 their Country. 


The Extent en of, political ien 
och has no Man can Jul aſhamed. of havin | 
ſometimes miſtaken in Ty Ta ay and the Fram n- 
ſity of the — to Confidence and Friendſhi 155 

great, that every Man, 1 cautious, however 
ous, or however experi expoſed ſometimes to the 
Artifices of Intereſt, — 700 ehen of Hy 1 burt 


it is the Duty, and ought to be the Honour, of every Man 
to own, his Miſtake, whenever he diſcovers, it, and to warn 


e thoſe Paada which have bees a focegbiully | 


« Iam ond cy, inclined to hope that every, Man 
will not be equally pre determined in the 12 Debate 
and that as I ſhall be ready to declare bation of 
ET 
I have. ruꝑtion 3. | 
will e cenſure Wickedneſs and Erxor, though 
they ſhould be detected. in that Perſon, whom they have 1 
been taught to reverence as the Oracle of 2 
„ rr 

In tes Time always ces new 1 
Time can in theſe Enquiries never be neutral, but muſt al- 
ways acquit or condemn, Time indeed, may not os 
produce new Arguments againſt of — becauſe ä 
its Conſequances might be originally fore ſeen and expoſed ; 
but it muſt, always confirm, them, and ripen Conjectures 
ns — Though it 2 * truly OM: 
( not 1s urged in which. was not be- 
fore — rejected, it will not prove that becauſe 


the Arguments are the 23 they ought to produce — 
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1 if Time Meet 90 Vindication 6f thoſe Min: 
ſares, Which were once ſuſpected of Imprudence or of 'Treas 
chery ; it muſt be at length zeile that thoſe Suſpi- 
cions were juſt, and that what ought then to have been 
wget ought now to be puniſhed. 

'© This, Sit, 72 for the moſt Part the state of the pre- 

ſent Queſtion.” "Thoſe Meaſures which were once defeuded 

by ophiftica Reaſonings, or palliated by warm Declarations 
of Sincerity and diſintereſted for the publick Happy 
neſs, are found to be ſuch as were repreſented by thoſe 
who oppoſed them. It is now diſcovered, that the Treaty 
of Hanover was calculated only for the Advancement of the 
Houſe of Bourbon ; that our Amtes are kept up only to 
multiply Dependence, and to awe the Nation from the Ex- 
ertion of its Rights ; that Spain has been courted only o 
the Ruin of our Trade; and that the Convention was little 
more than an Artifice, to amuſe the People with an idle 
Appearance of a Reconciliation, which our Enemies nevi 
anten | 

Of the Stipulation which the Wc | 
Treaty of Hanover, the opecbat ies was often urged; but 
the abſolute Falſehood could not be proved but by the De- 
claration of one of the Parties. This Declaration was at 
length produced by Time, which was never favourable to 
the Meaſures of our Miniſter ; for the Emperor of Germany * 
* with the utmoſt Solemnity that no ſuch Article was 

r propoſed, and that his Engagements with Spain had no 


rr 


Ten ency to produce any Change in the Government of ed 
this Kingdom. ed 
Thus it is evident, Sir, that all the Deren, which the of 
Apprehenſion of this Alliance produced, were merely the tag 
rations of Fraud upon Cowardice; and that they were out 

y raiſed by the French, to diſunite us from the ¶ ing 


Fo only Power, 21 which it is our Intereſt to cultivate an 
| inſeparable Friendſhip. This Diſanioti therefore may jult- 

ly 2 cha wry u . Miniſter, who has weakened the 
. — his Country, and endangered the Liberties of 


x . it be aſked, Sit, how he could have diſcover6d the 
Falſhood of the Report, before it was confuted by the 
late Emperor? it may be eaſily anſwered, that he might 
have diſcovered it by the ſame Tokens which mung 


| 

| * See the Memorial of N. de Palm, the Imperial Reſident, to thi 
| - Purpoſe, in the Apprndix to Chandler's Hide, Vol, VIII. 
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mies without Naval Forces; © 
make him the Slave of France —— 
than ad, that theſe 


. 
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worthy of ee and moſt 
eaſures, which even an 


ited by ofts into 

Invahon ond 1 karl the juſtified, was At a Proof 
of a Capacity not formed. by ature for Adminiſtration 
of. 8 and which it is therefore the here 705 
to reduce to 'Its proper Sphere, and to level w 
wn reſt of the Community 

Tf i it be air'd — 5 Advantage was pint by i this 
T to the French, and to what Inconveniences it has 
ſub [yp Nation ? An Anſwer may very juſtly be re- 
faſed, till the Miniſter or his Apologiſts' ſhall explain his 
Cond) in the laſt War with Spain and inform us why 
the Plate Fleet was ſpared, our Ships ſacrificed to the Worms, 


pace, Kel bon | but to 


and out Admiral and his Sailors poiſoned in an unhealthy 


Ae Why the Spaniards i in full Security laugh d at our 


ts, and triumph'd i in our Calamities ? | 
„The Lives of Hozier his Forces, which were ſquander- 
ed by Coimpliance with Frafce, are now juſtly to be demand- 
ed m this Man; he is now to be ed with the Murder 
of theſe unhappy Men, wh whom he expoſed to Miſery and Con- 
tagion, to pacify, on .one hand, the Britons * called 
out for War, and o fy, oh the other, the French who 
infiſted that the & Treaſures ſhould not be ſeized. 
The Miniſter who negleQs any juſt Opportunity of pro- 
moting the Power, 'or enc the Wealth of his Country, 
is to be conſidered as an Enem to his Fellow · Subjects but 
what Cenſure is to be upon him who betrays that 
A to a Defeat, by which Victory might be obtained 5 
poveriſhes the Nation, whoſe Affairs he is intruſted to tranſ- 
hoe Expeditions which might enrich it m who levies 
rmies only to be expoſed to Peſtilence, and compels them 
8 periſh in Sight he of the their Enemies without moleſting them? 
It cannot ſurely be denied that ſuch Conduct may juſtly 
Vol. XIII. e e | pro- 


Mr Howe. 
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Be e Grave, who has co-operated oh h foreign Powerz 
Country, Who has protected i Bene and ail diſhoi 
ics Arms, ſhould be Jevrived not only of 5 Honours bal 

his Life ; that hie ſhould be at * ſri) d of thoſe Riches 
which he has amaſſed during ies of ofpezous 
Wicked nefs ; and not barely be dd from ma ing new 


W and encreaſing his ain by multiplying Hs 
rĩmes 

But no ſuch Penalties, Sir, are now W 4 hoſe, 

have long Rood up in Oppoſition to el rel 
this Motion, that they were not incited 5 

lice'; fince they are not provoked to pro 5 arb 
Cenſure, nor have recommended, what might be 1 
by his own Practice, an Act of Attainder, or a Bill of Pains 


and Penalties. They defire nothing farther than that che 


Security of the Nation may be reſtored, and the Diſcontent 
of the People pacified, by his Renal from that Truſt 5 
he has ſo long abus d. 

* The Diſcontent of the People i is in itſelf a Reaſon For 
agreeing to this Motion, which no Rhetorical Vindicator of 
his Conduct will be able to counterballance ; for ſince it. is 
neceſſary to the Proſperity of the Government, that the Peo- 
ple ſhould believe their Intereſt favoured, and their Libertiey 
protected; fince to imagine henley nee ected, and to be 
neglected, in reality muſt produce in them ſame Suſpi picions 
and the ſame Diſtruſt, it is the Duty of every faith” ral Sub- 
je& whom his Station qualifies to offer Advice to his Sove- 
reign, to perſuade him for the Preſervation of his ownHonour 
and the Affection of his Subjects, to remove from his Coun- 
ſels that Man, whom they have long conſidered as the Author 
of pernicious Meaſures, and a Favourer of arbitrary Power. | 


| Mr Howe anſwered i in Subſtance as follows. © | I n | 


Sir, 
Whatever Opinion I may have formed, by long Obſerva: 


tion and Experience, of the Moderation of the 8 by which 
this Motion is ſupported, I could not have prevailed upon 


myſelf to expect that they would have mentioned it as a Proof 


of their Lenity and Forbearance; or that while they were en- 
deavouring to puniſh without the leaſt Evidence of a Crime, 
they would have added Inſults to their Cruelty, and have ri- 
diculed him, whom they were perſecuting, with Panegyricks 
on their own Mercy. | 

* That they are now endeavouring, that Puniſhment 


may precedo Conviction, is evident, ſince they have not _ 
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ed that any of the ne 


repreſent as Pernicious IR OE RP adviſed by 
the Perſon. 


9 inſt wham they direct their Malice; nor do 


they appear foli diſcover the Criminal, ſo they mag 
be permitted to deſtroy an Adverſar + — 


For this Purpoſe, Sir, they have for many ö 's loaded 
him with Accuſations, Nene eee of. 
thoſe Miſeries, which were entailed upon the Nation in the 
laſt Reign, by a long War and a diſhonourable Peace 3 they 
have Charged him with exalting, by the Treaty of Hanover, 
that Houſe which owes the Continuance of its Power to the 
Peace of Utrecht; and have taugbt the Nation to believe that 
thoſe. Debts, which it has been his conſtant Endeavour to: al- 
leviate, were encreas'd by his Profuſion or continued by his 
Artifices. | | | 2 1 a ” 

* Having, by a continual Series of ſubtle Calumnies, aliena- 
ted the People from the Government, and filled the Nation. 
with Diſtruſt, Suſpicion, and Reſentment ; having exalted the 
Rights of the Subject, till every Borough imagines itſelf in- 
titled to dictate to the Parliament; and ſo long imputed every 
Calamity to the Miniſtry, that they are now charged with 
every Inconvenience that is felt or imagined to be felt by the 
Nation, whatever Cauſe may produce it ; they at laſt throw 
aſide their. Diſguiſe, and diſcover for what End they have fo 
long flattered the Paſſions and corrupted the Opinions of the 
People, by declaring that the Diſcontent which they have 
raiſed, is a ſufficient Reaſon for this Motion; and that the 
Man whom they have ſo long accuſed ought to be doomed 
to Infamy and Obſcurity, becauſe he is at laſt ſuſpected by 
thoſe, who have no Opportunity of knowing his Character, or 
of examining his Conduct. | | 

The Buſineſs, Sir, of the Parliament is to hold the Bal- 
lance between the Court and the People, and to preſerve at 
once the Dignity of the Crown, and the Rights of the Na- 
tion; nor are we to ſuffer the Servants of the King to be 
torn from him by popular Fury, any more than the Liberties 
of the People to be ſacrificed to the Ambition of a Miniſter. | 

* That the People are generally-diſcontented, may per- 
haps be true ; but what is more common than popular Com- 
plaints without Cauſe, or for Evils, which could not have 
been prevented. That they are enraged againſt this Gentleman 
though it has not been proved, I ſhall not at preſent deny; be- 
cauſe it is neceflaty that before their Reſentment is gratiſied it 
ſhould be proved to be juſt, and till ſuch Proof is produced, 

I ſhall oppoſe the Motion. 
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Gun it ther) be aſked in this” the 
end againſt this Perſon; and wh ng $44 ne 70 
any Provocations to Reſetitment'? Can Procf' be be tute pf 
the Ardour, with which the whole Nation willes Hs De 


charge? And can it be doubted,” whether his Continddhce I 
Power is inconſiſtent with the Security e Me read 


Kingdom, the Preſervation of Peace, andthe 
Loyalty ? 


To 3 conceal i jodickl Enquiries, what is known to thats 


who profeſs to declare their Sentiments, is at lealt got 


Jptak the whole Trath, and may be cetfured as 4 Proof” 4 


Partiality : To affect Ignorance of publick Fact, in k6pesthilt 
their Opponents may happen to forget them, is not ohe 


difingenuous than contemptible, when they are ſo fecent, 


that they cannot but be remembered, or bo atrocioas that they 


cannot be forgiven. 
« To little 1 Sir, therefore, has the Geutlenau, 


who has ſo zcaloully attempted, with whatever Intettibn, to 
ſecure the Fayour of the N inifter, appeared ipnorant of the 


open Declarations of the People in alf Parts of the R 


| when the execrable Scheme of Excife was lately Gd: 
Time which the Enemies of Liberty do not Lille 


lect, but which will always be celebrated as the X 
Reſcue from Stavery, by thoſe who know the importance of 
Commerce, or the Bleflings of Freedom. | 

* At that Time this worthy Minifter, this amiable Bebe- 


factor of Mankind, was ſtigmatized with the higheft bee 
py" 


of Infamy, which the People cou'd expreſs ; ; he was Ura 


along the Streets in Effigy through the Shouts of inmutmera- 


ble Crouds, with the univerſal Triumph of afl Ran and 


Orders of Men, and was thrown into the Fires ki in | 


every Town to celebrate the Deliverance. 


* If therefore, Sir, it be granted, that * neral Hart 
of the People is ſufficient to juſtify an Addreſs for the Remo- 


val of a Miniſter, this Motion can admit of *y bong | - 
bate ; for he who doubts whether this Perſon be genera 

deteſted ; he who does not know that his Name is never men- 
tioned, but by bis Vaſfals, without Execrations ; that his 
Counſels are conſidered by every honeſt Man as the Cauſes 


of our Miſery and all our Diſgrace; and that the Time of his 


Degradation or Deſtruction would be added to thoſe Feſtival 
Days on which the Overthrow of arbitrary and republican 
Schemes are annually commemorated, muſt live in utter Ig - 
norance of the State of his Country ; and muſt hare paſt his 
Days without Inquiry, and without Obſervation, N 
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moſt zealous for the Cauſe which" he has undertaken to 
oe, did be not employ it to conceal — 
ilguife, and to palliate Meaſures in Defence of which, 
artful Eloquenee muſt be exhauſted in vain. 
That theſe Meaſures ate really not cafily.to wot 
cated, he has indeed implicitely corifeffed, by thidiking it 
to deny, that his Friend cim be cred 
n 


as the Author of them; and by requ 
What Man in the Nation kitew 
know to row, he be e r e TOE OY 
chief Dieter of all Foreign and Domeſtick Meaſttts.”.. 
« Sarely that Cauſe muſt be deſperate that can require # 
Defence like this; ſurely he can have little Confidence in the 
Integrity of that Man, whom he endeavours to ſhelter from 
Examination, by denying what he is conſcious that every Man 
knows and almoſt every Man can prove. 

The preſent Motion is only for an Addrels ts Bis Ma 
jeſty, not that any Criminal ſhould be puniſhed, but that a 
Man ſuſpected of Crimes ſhould be removed from Truſt : And 
therefore this Addreſs may juſtly be promoted by every Man, 
whom his own Obſervation or the Aſſertions of others hive in- 
daced to form ſuch Suſpicions, even though they ſhould not 
be confirmed by ſuch Evidence as might be required in the 
lower Courts. 

| © Thoſe who have urged againſt this Motion, that it is not 

ſupperied by any Precedent, ſeem to have forgotten, or per- 
ps hope that others may forget, a Precedent, which canriot 

be 2 eluded on this Occaſion, becauſe it was eftabliſh- 


ed 
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Parliament, and to have been ratified after 
a very great Majority, a Majority, which, the 


{coat 10 In 
Aly dhe: Lnduenan of: Wr boſs Oude . * 


now called to examine. 25 
of The: Peace of Lurrehs, and all A Scher 


which: were carried on duriag the, Adminiſtratipn; io 5 4 


of Oxford, are well known. co have been conſidered in de 
Debates by 
iniſter could. 
not be. Char with gaining by Bribes, or retaining by Pen- 
figns : A Majority of Members elected without pecuniary In- 
fluepce, and voting without any other apparent Direction 
than their own Opinions 3 and who, though they are now 


generally imagined to have been miſtaken, were never yet 


Charged with being corrupt. 


Let was not this Sanction ſufficient to, 3 te noble 
Lord in the next Reign, from the Violence of Proſecution, 
and the Rigours of Impriſonment : Proſecutions incited by this 
Gentleman's Malignity, and Impriſonment promoted. by his 


Counſels. In Defence of this Precedent, I ſhall only urge, 


that if ſuch a Proceſy;'was equitable at that Time, it may, 


Mr. E Harley. 


Lord Cornbury, 


ſafely be, imitated ; and that though it ſhould be acknowledg- 
ed even by thoſe that then countenanced and defended it, to 

have been Precipitate and Cruel, it may juſtly be praftiſed. 

on this Occaſion; ſince it is abe that the Authors of 

evil Counſels ſnould feel the Effects of their own Schemes, 

and that every Man ſhould find that Treatment which others 

have received from him. 

- © 'Such Severities, however, are not intended by the Ad- 
vocates for the preſent Motion, who are content to put an 
End To the Miſeries of the Nation, without puniſhing E; to 
whom they think them juſtly imputed ; who intend. not 
Vengeance but Security ; and who by removing the Miniſter 
from the Preſence of his Sovereign, from which he has long 
driven every Man that oppoſed him, and from thoſe Coun- 
ſels which he has always directed to the Detriment of the Na- 
tion, - propoſe not to gratify Reſentment, but to prevent De- 
r 

Hereupon the Hon. Mr Edward Harley flood up, and 
ſpoke as in our Twelfth Vorume, p. 100, and then left the 
Houſe ; and was follow'd by Mr Robert Harley. 8 

Lord Cornbary ſpoke next in Subſtance as follows. 

f ir, q 7 

© I doubt not but it will be expected by thoſe who have 
made and juſtified the Motion, that I who have generally op- 
poſed the Meaſures of the Adminiſtration, ſhould readily 
concur in cenſuring the Man to whoſe Counſels they are im- 

puted, and by whole Influence they are ſuppoſed to have ob · 
45 Approbation; and perhaps it may not be without in- 


curing ſome Suſpicion of criminal Inconſiſtency, that I declare 
my 
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PET 4 hoſe Meaſures wrong | 
ved to be right ; but in 3 it bd ore not 
2 the Law, that every Man ſhall be ſuppoſed Innocent till 
it. is ſhown. by Evidence that lie is Guilty. In oppoſing 
Meaſures therefore, I am at Liberty to require Evidence ; 
attacking Perſons, am obliged to produce it ; nor does the 
Man whom I accuſe of Miſconduct, need to make any other 
Defence than, that of denying the Charge. | 
In the preſent Caſe, Sir, a Rig ht Honourable Member 
of this H cal of gas his Sovereign, of be- 
ing hi Th fluence, embarraſſing - 


criminal, and which = beer e to be e 
by the ſtrongeſt Proof. 
But inſtead of Evidence produced to prove the particular 
Articles of this complicated Accuſation, we have heard hither- 
to only florid Declamations, which may amuſe but canngt'con- 
vince, and violent Invectives which may fire the Paſſions for 
a Moment, but which can have no laſting Effect upon al 
Judgment. Theſe haye been anſwered by — 
engaging, and Aſſertions equally conſiſlent; but to whi 
Laws have given this Advantage, that we are obliged to Ty 
mit them ll they are confuted, and by Conſequence to reject 
thoſe of the Accaſer till they are proved. 
© That thoſe, who have hitherto diſtinguiſhed themſelves 
by an invariable Oppoſition to the miniſterial Schemes, ſhould 
reje& the preſent Motion, has been mentioned as an Incon- 
any not to be imagined, as an Abſurdity which could 
not be ſuppoſed without an Apology. So eaſily do the wiſeſt 
Men Caſter their Deſires to influence their Reaſon ; and ſo 
difficult is it for any Man, ſtrongly convinced of the Truth of | 
his Opinion, to believe that others can juſtify themſelves in 
Difſenting from i 

For my Part, Sir, I can eaſily conceive, that many may 
have condemned all theſe Tranſactions which have been re- 
preſented as the Grounds of the preſent Motion; without 
thinking that the Motion deſerves their Concurrence, or 1 * 
by 
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a ſe no no Men will ſuſpe& that 
| 4 We Gentleman, whole Gand 
of Examination, influences me to cenſure this Method of Pro- 
ceeding ; fince no Man can want Reaſons againſt” it of the 
nov Weight: Reaſons which deſerve the cloſeſt Attention 
Tom: yery Man of Prudence and irtue, of eyery Man who 
| his own Safety, or the Happineſs « of future Genera- 
tiqns. Ne Man whoſe Judgment is not overborn by hit 
Reſentm, nt, and whoſe Ardour for Vengeance has not ex- 
tingin every other Motive of Action, bes reſolve to give 
the Sanction of his Voice to a Method of Proſecution; by 

whic 2 15 Good and Bad are equally endangered; and whi 
will make the Adminiſtration of publick Affairs deſtruftive 
with; ureſt Integrity and the higheſt Wiſdom. + © 
at ſuch muſt, be the Conſequencs of Charges like this 


e no longer a paradoxical Aſſertion, if it be remem- - 


that Humanity is a State of ltiperſoRion' that the 

eſt Virtue ſometimes declines from' the Right, 'and that 
the, moſt conſummate Pot is by falſe Appearances, of acei- 
dental Inattention betrayed into Error. For how ſoon muſt 
that Man be deſtroyed, whoſe high Station expoſes him to 
the continual Obſervation of Envy. and Malevolence, whoſe 
minuteſt Errors are carefully remark'd, and whoſe caſual 
Failings are treaſured up as a Fund of Accuſations. How 
ſoon, if trivial Tranſgreſſions ſhall be accumulated into or 
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e way hy beſt Man compleat the Sul of hig Of: 
fences and be doom'd to Ignoniidy, to Exile, or to Death ? 
In criminal F qceedings e has been kad 
to Precedents z,and ſfüfely the Effecb of à former Actwlarion m 
of this Kind, give us no Encouragetnent to the Repetition 
of it. From a Charge of accumulative Treaſob, the Fiics | 
tion of the laſt. Age proceeded ge Ofvrpation of boundleſs 

uthority, the Subverſion of our fſtitution, and the'Mur- 
% na, oe 
I ſhall ors continue to ſuppoſe every Man Inno- 
cent till he appears from legal Evidence to be Guilty; and to 
reject any Charge of accumulative Guilt, upon the fame 
Principles of Regard to Liberty, to Virtue; to Truth, and 
to our Conſtitution, by. which I have hitherto regulated my 
Conduct; and for the ſame Reaſons, for which I have con- 
demned the Meaſures of the Adminiftration; I ſhall now op- 
poſe the preſent Motion, 


: 9 


— 


Then Sir Robert Walpole roſe up and ſpoke th this Effect: Sir R. Waireie. 


. 4 5 
As this Debate has been already protracted to an unuſu- 
al Length, I hope the Requeſt I am going to make will not 
be thought improper or unreaſonable. It is, Sir, that I 
may know the whole Accuſation againſt me before I offer my 
Defence; leſt new Charges ſhould produce a Neceſſity of 
new Replies, and the Houſe either be wearied with needleſs 
Altercations, or be redut'd to the Neceffity of Determining 
without a complete Knowledge of the Queſtion: © _ 
This Method I hope will meet with no Oppoſition, ſince 
it will give thoſe who are iticlin'd to cenſure me, an Oppor- 
tunity of hearing without Interruption the whole complicated 
Charge ; and ſhew thoſe whom a nearer Knowledge of my 
Conduct may have induc'd to think favourably of me, that 
I am not afraid of hearing all that Error or Malice can ſug- 
geſt ; that I do not defire to ſhelter myſelf in Confuſion; and 
that I do not doubt of confirming their Sentiments by a De- 
fence not to be confuted. | aA N 


Then Lord Breonsel ſtood up and ſpoke as follows :? Lord Tyrconiel 


Sir, 

As nothing is more neceſſary in our Proceedings than 
Order, and — Perſpicuity which reſults from it; as the 
Accuſation muſt naturally precede the Defence, and as a 
continued Diſcourſe is more eaſily conceived, and more ac- 
curately retained, than an interrupted and tumultuous Diſ- 
putation, I think the Requeſt made by the Right Hon. 
Gentleman ſeaſonable and juſt. wa 
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:. ͤ Mr Pubenty flood up and open 4 long Chibi 
againſt Sir Robert Walpole, which we have already given 


Mr Bootle 2 . Mg 1! 2252 Dein 2 
Ine. dhe Proceedings of the Seventh Seflion, Page 101. And Sir 

Mr Greenville, 1 J * Ne N. | | 11 

Mr — 7 bert, havi g made s Defence, as dees f | 

Mr Boo: e, Page 114. withdrew. e ENT 4 Hh | 

Sir John Hinde Beſides the Gentlemen, whoſe Speeches we have given 


. — in this and the former Volume, Mr Bootle, Mr Green- 
Mr O.. mille, Mr Fazakerley, Mr Boone, Sir John Hinde Cotton, 
MrHume Camp- Mr Haller, Mr Ord, and Mr Hume Campbell, ſpoke for 
= nd beſides thoſe before-mentioned agattit the Mor 
p And beſides thoſe before-mentioned againſt the Motion, 
ny were Mr Henry Archer, Lord Euſton, Mr Leathes, Sir Nil. 
Mr Leathes, an  Lowther, Mx Hay, Mr Legg, Col. Cholmondelty, Mr 
Sir W. Lowther, Henry Fox, Mr Attorney General, Sir Richard Corbett, Mt I 
— Clarke, Mr Sollicitor General, Mr Danvers, Mr Winning- 
Col. Cholmon- "ton, Sir William Yonge, Mr Bowes, and Mr Southewell. 1 
deley, Mr Shippen declar d, That he looked on this Mation as 
Mr Hen. Fox, only a Scheme for turning out one Miniſter, and bringing in 
— = m_—_y another: That as his Conduct in Parliament had always been 
Mr Clarke, tegulated with a View to the Good of his Country, without 
Sir J. Strange. any Regard to his own private Intereſt, it was quite indiffe- 
Mr Danvers, rent to him, who was in or who was out; and he would give ( 
= — himſelf no Concern in the Queſtion.” - Having faid this he 
de Bowes, be withdrew, and was followed by Thirty four of his Friends, 
Mr Southwell. Mr Noel, Mr Robert Fenwick, and Mr Browne, likewiſe 
: left che Houſe, and were followed by many more. | 
* Sir Charles Wager in particular declat'd, * That, to his 
Mr Noel, Knowledge, Sir Robert N. alpole was as forward and zealous 
Mr Fenwick, to promote the War as any of his Majeſty's Council, and that 
Mr Browne. nothing was a Moment wanted in his Province, That of il- 
8 ſuing Money: That he had never interfer d in recommend- 
ns. Mager. ing any one Perſon to the Admiralty Board ; and that if he 
had ever done ſo, He (Sir Charles) would have thrown up 
all his Preferments.* er 2 
The Debate began at Six in the Morning, and held ill 
The Motion paſ- Four the next Morning; when the Queſtion being put upon 
ſes in the Ne- Mr Sanadys's Motion, it was reſolved in the Negative by a 
gative, Majority of 184 Voices. 5 
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